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ESTABLISHMENTS 

( 

MADE BY 

Mahomedan Conquerors in Indostan. 


section i. 

» \ 

E UROPEANS underftand by the Eaft-Indies all die coun- 
tries and empires, which laying louth of Tartary, extend 
from the eaftern frontiers of Perlia, to the eaftern coafts of 
China. The lflands of Japan are hkewife included in this denomina- 
tion , as are all the Malay lflands, in which the Dutch have fuch 
valuable pofieffions, and which extend to the fouthward, as far as the 
coafts of Neyv Holland, and eaftward to lands unknown. 

But the name of India can only with propriety be applied to the 
country which is diftinguifhed in Alia as well as m Europe by the name 
of Indoftan. 

That part of the weftern fide of Indoftan, which is not bounded by 
the lea, is feparated from Perfia and theUfteg Taitary by defarts, and 
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A Dissertation on the EJldhJhncnts 

by thofc mountains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamifus . Mount Caucafus * forms its barrier to the north, 
feparating it from various nations of Tartars, from the great and little 
Thibet From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marflics and rivers divide it 
from the kingdoms of Tepraj Aflam, and Aracan . the fca, from Chi- 
tigan to cape Comorin and from hence to Perfia, embraces the reft of 
Indoftan. 

This great extent of country has been inhabited, from the carhcft 
antiquity, by a people who have no rcfcmblancc either m their figures 
or manners with any of the nations which are contiguous to them. 
Although thefe nations have at different times fent conquerors amongft 
them, who have cftablifhcd themfclvcs m different parts of the country : 
although the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane and his fucccfTors have at 
laft rendered thcmfclves lords of almoft the whole of it , yet the origi- 
nal inhabitants have loft very little of their original character by the 
"cftablifhment of thefe ftrangers amongft them. 

Besides the particular denominations which they receive from the 
cafts and countries in which they are born, there is one more general, 
which is applied mdifcnminatcly to diftinguifh die original natnes 
from all who have intruded themfelvcs amongft them, Hendoo, from 
whence Indian. 

The Indians have loft all memory of the ages in which they began 
to believe m Vistnou, Eswara, Brama, and a hundred thoufand 
divinities fubordinate to thefe. Thefe divinities are worfhipped m temples 
called Pagodas m every part of Indoftan, the whole extent of which is 
holy land to its inhabitants, that is, there is no part in which feme di- 
vinity has not appeared and done fomethmg to merit a temple and 
pnefts to take care of it Some of thefe fabrics are of immemoiial an- 
tiquity they are at the feme time monuments of fuch ftupendous la- 
bour, that they are fuppofed to have been built by the gods to \yhom 
they are confecrated. 
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The hiftory of,thefe gods is a heap of the greateft abfurdities. It 
is Efwara twitting off the neck of Brama , it is the Sun, who gets his 
teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her face beat black and 
blue at a feaft, at which the gods quarrel and fight with the fpirit of a 
mob They fay that the Sun and Moon carry m their faces to this day 
the marks of this broil. Here and there a moral or metaphyfical alle- 
gory, and fometimes a trace of the hiftory of a firft legiflator, is dis- 
cernible in thefe ftones , but in general they are fb very extravagant ar 
incoherent, that we (liould be left to wonder how a people fo reafonab 
m other refpedts fhould have adopted fuch a code of nonfenfe as 
creed of religion, did we not find the fame credulity in the hiftones < 
nations much more enlightened 

The Bramins, who are the tribe of the pnefthood, defeend from tho 
Brachmans who are mentioned to us with fo much reverence by ant 
• quity, and- although much inferior either as philofophers or men < 
learning to the reputation of their anceftors, as pnefts their religious do< 
trines are ftill implicitly followed by the whole nation, and as precepto 
they are the fource of all the knowledge which exifts in Indoftan. 

Even at this day fome of them are capable of calculating an eclipl 
and this feems to be the utmoft ftretch of their mathematical knov 
ledge They have a good idea of logic but it does not appe; 
that they have any treatifes on rhetoric, their ideas of mufic, if v 
may judge from the pradhee, are barbarous , and in medi.ine the 
derive no affiftance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince difiedtioi 
are repugnant to their religion. 

They filed no blood and eat no flefh, becaufe they believe in tl 
transmigration of fouls , they encourage wives to burn themlelves wil 
their deceafed hufbands, and feem to make the perfection of religion l 
confift m a pundtual obfervance of numerous ceremonies performed i 
the worfhip of their gods, and in a ftndt attention to keep their bodi 
free from pollution. Hence purifications and ablutions, as didiated t 
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figuration. This is fo flight as to give him no chance of oppofing with 
fiiccefs the onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions. 

His manners are gentle , his happinefs confifts in the folaccs of a do- 
meftic life , to which fufficiently inclined by the climate, he is obliged 
by his religion, which efteems matrimony a duty mdifpcnfiblc in every 
man who does not quit the world to unite himfclf to God fuch is their 
phrafe Although permitted by his religion, according to the example 
of his gods, to have feveral, he is feldom the liufband of more than 
one wife and this wife is of a decency of demeanour, of a folhcitudc m 
her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which might do honour to 
human nature in the moft civilized countries. 

His amufements confift in going to his Pagoda, in aflifting at religi- 
ous {hews, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies prefenbed to him on all 
occafions, by the Branun , for, fubjed to a thoufand lapfes from the 
ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always offending his 
gods, who are, not to be appeafed till their prieft is fatisfied. 

In a country of fuch great extent, divided into fo many diftind 
fovereignties, it cannot be expeded that there fliould be no exceptions 
to one general affertion of the charades of the inhabitants. There is 
every where m the mountains a wild inhabitant, whofe bow an Euro- 
pean can fcarcely draw There are in the woods people who fubfift 
by their meurfions into the neighbouring plains, and who, without 
the ferocity of the American, poffefs all hts treacheiy , and according 
to Mr Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the center of one iff 
the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. The Rajpouts by their 
courage have preferved themfelves almoft mdependant of the Great 
Mogul The inhabitants of the countries ftill nearer to the moun- 
tains of the frontier, diftmguiflied by the adivity of their charader 
from the indolence of the reft of the nation, have cafily turned Ma- 
homedans, and thefe Affghans are die beft troops in the emperor’s 
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lcrwec, s**.d the meft dangerous enemies of the throne when in arms 
&~ainft it 

Tit r arts whuh furnith the comcnicnne* ofhfc have lvccn carried hy 
the Ird’*n to a p*tch Jar b~v end whit i f ncccJiary to fupply the wants 
of * tV late wlrJj know* f> few At the fame time no ideas of taAc 
c* *i-e dclipn have cxiftcd -mtngfl then* and we feck in sain for 
cleg rcc in the magnificence of the richcA empire of the globe. 

Tit* t. 5 mwlcd^c of mechanical powers is fb very confined, that we 
•*'c left to -durre, v j'ht iit being able to account for, the manner in 
vh.wh ilia h” c crofted thc.r capinl Pagr^lis. It docs not appear that 
the. h’d c cr m-dc a bridge of -relies over am of their rivers, before 
A c Malic r.d- i c'tnc -mio.igA them 

Ir i to t”c fnpplcrefs with v« inch the whole frame of an Indian is 
endov cd, -.'d wlrch \> Aril more remarkable in the configuration of 
his Irod, tint we -re indebted for the cxqtiifitc perfection of their 
m ouf-furc* of h.t *cn. The fame inflrumcnts which an Indian 
employ to mil c a p>ecc of cambnc, would, under the ngid fingers of 
m Europe 1 !!, feared) produce a piece of canvafs. 

His rclig "T fcrl .ds the Indian to quit his ovv n fliorcs he w anls no- 
thing from -rroad he is fo far from being follicitotis to convert the 
Ar*n-cr t > lu ov.n opinions, or from w idling lum to afiimilate with the 
tnt’o.i, th-l if a fo-cigncr were to folhcit the pnv liege of worshiping; 
ViAnou, h.i p r opofil would be received with the utmoA contempt. 

Noth i’ o feems to have been wanting to thehappinefs of this na- 
t*on, but th*>t others fiiould hwc looked on them with the fame indiffe- 
rence vith which they regard the reA of the world But not content 
with the prefents which nature has Aiowcrcd on their climate, they have 
made improvements v hen they felt no ncccflitics They have culti- 
vated the various and valuable produdlions of their foil, not to the mca- 
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Cure of their own but to that of the wants of all other nations , they 
have earned their manufactures of linnen to a perfection which furpafies 
the moft exquifite productions of Europe, and have encouraged with 
avidity the annual tributes of gold and filver which the reft of the world 
conteft for the, privilege of lending to them. They have from time im- 
memorial been as addiCted to commerce, as they are averfe to war. 
They have therefore always been immenfely rich, and have always re- 
mained incapable of defending their wealth. 
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SECTION H. 

L OSC 1 rfr'e Tmierlme, nnhrrncJin p’inccs bad entered, nude 
cei qt eft , -nd cllil'lidicd themfchc r in Indn. 

Vuip, tl.c 6’h of the K-dif- mmed Omnmdc , who rfeended the 
throne n the 5 ear 70$ of our .T-’, ri.d tn the 50th of the Hegira, made 
csiquciU n Indn, fo that the Alccrm w as introduced \ cry early into 
thn coun'r, . 

MAii*:otn, fon cf Sehegtechm, prr-cc of Gazn'a, the capital 

of a pm. u.cc fcp-i^i-cd In mountains from the north-wed parts of India, 

end fituMtd rev- K-ndahar, earned the Alcoran with the fword into In- 

el id"! n ti c vc'r tcco or joci of our /Era He maintained himfclf 
* 

in f r(l extent cf territory out o* - , and feems to base fuhlucd as large a 
cne in, Ird*i, if it is tme tint he earned his conqucAc as far to the fbuth 
'< the rre r cnt cap'tal of the kingdom of Vjfnporc ncT Goa. He treated 
the Ii.dnn: w.th '11 the ngo* of a conqueror and all the fun* of a con- 
verter, plundenr.g irnfurcs, demohnung temple 5 , and murdering idola- 
ters thro’ighoit his roat. Ilis hidonans arc quite extravagant in their 
dcfcnptiem of the v tilth he found in Indodan. One of them fays, no 
doubt -llcgo^calh, tin lie fojnd a tree growing out of the earth to an 
crormou« fizc, of which the fubdancc was pure gold, and this the cfFc£t 
cf nature. 

Tiir fuccc(To r s of this Mahmoud arc called, from the capital of their 
dominion 5 , thedvnady of the Gaznavidcs, and ’maintained thcmfclvcs in 
a great p’rt of the countries which he had conquered in India until the 
vc^r rx55* or 1157 when Kospot; Schaii, the 13th and lad pnnee 
of Gazm, and of the Gaznavidc race, was depofed by Hussain Gauri, 
fo called from the country m winch he was born, Gaur, a province ty- 
ing to the north of Gazna. 
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This Huflam founded the dynafty of the Gaurides, which fur- 
mflied five princes who poffeffed in and out of India nearly the fame do- 
minions as their predeceffors the Gaznavides, and like them made Gazna 
their capital. 

Scheabbedin, the 4th of the Gaunde emperors, during the life of 
his brother and predeceffor Gaiatheddin, conquered the kingdoms of 
Multan and Delhi He drew fuch immenfe treafures out of India, that 
his favourite daughter enquiring of the officer who had the care of them, 
to what value they amounted, thctrealurer anfwered, that there was the 
weight of three thoufand pounds in diamonds only, by which /lie might 
judge of the reft' after dedudhans made for oriental exaggeration, we 
may ftill gather from this anecdote, that Ins conqucfts in India had given 
him great wealth. An Indian, rendered de/perate by the pollutions and 
infults to which he faw his gods and temples expofed, made a \ ow to 
affafiinate Scheabbedin, and executed it- 

The race of Gaundes finiflied rn the year 1212, m the per/bn of 
Mahmoud, fuccefior and nephew to Scheabbedin The days of this 
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, though for a different caufe, were 
cut off by the fwords of affaffins. Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof- 
feffed out of India, he does not feem to have had any great influence in it, 
or even m Gazna ltfelf , he, contrary to the pradhee of his predeceffors, 
made not this city the capital of his fovereignty. His uncle Sclic- 
abbedm, who had no children, and was remarkable for a fpint of adop- 
tion, had prepared the difmemberment of the Indian provinces from the 
empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two of them to tw'o of his 
Haves Naffereddm received from him the countries of Multan, Coth- 
beddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi At the fame time he made another of his 
flaves, Tagedin-Udiz, governor of Gazna. 

In the year 1214 Mohamed, the 6th Sultan of the dynafty of the 
Khowarasmians, whofe territories were contiguous to thofe of the 
Gaurides, took Gazna from the Have who had fucceeded the Have Ta- 
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gcddin-Ildir in the government of that cit}\ But although he conquered 
the capital of their empire, it docs not appear that he fi\cd himftlf m 
the Indian dominions of the Gauridts lie imprudently quarrelled with 
Gjngisch a n, and in the y car i ? 1 8 was compelled to fly before the 
arms of that mighty conqueror. In the y car 1220 he died a fugitive, at 
a great diflancc from India. 

Tur bra\cGrLALAD»i\,fon of Mohamed, made head in the pro- 
vince of Gavna agamft the forces of Gmgifchan • m the year 1221 he 
w as fo hard prefTed by them as to be forced to fly into India, where, on the 
weflern banks of the Indus, lie was totally defeated by Gmgifchan in per- 
fon, but faved his life by fvvtmtning the river with an intrepidity which 
raifcd admirauon in Gmgifchan himfclf. lie remained in Multan until 
the ycir 1224, when he left India never more to return into it. He was 
kdlcd in 1231 m Mcfopotamia. 

With Gclaladdin fimflicd the dynafty of the Khow arafmians , and 
wlut fliarc Gmgifchan or his fucccffors took in the affairs of Indoftan, we 
have not had the good fortune to difeover We find that one Turmcchi- 
rin Chan, Ailed an Tamerlane’s hifiory a defeendant of Gengis, and one 
of the great emperors of Alia, penetrated in the year 1240 to the city of 
Mirtc hying to the north-caft of Delhi, and made conqucfls which pre- 
ferved great reputation to his name m India, until the appearance of 
Tamerlane , but thefe conqucfls did not c\pcl from the fbvercignty the 
family which at that time reigned in Delhi. 

CoTiintDDiN-iBECK, the Have of Shcabeddin, rendered himfclf 
independant in the fbvercignty of Delhi, which had been given to him by 
his maftcr only in viccgcrcncc He extended the mahomedan domi- 
nions, and died peaceably on his throne in the year 1219 He was fuc- 
cecded by his fon Aram sen ah, who was depofed by lus father's Have 
IiETMISCHE SCIIAMSEDDIN. 
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This Iletmische conquered from the Have Naffereddm the pro- 
vinces which compofcd the ntw kingdom of Multan. By uniting to the 
provinces of Delhi, and by governing all thefc dominions in perfon without 
mterefting himfelf in what palled out of India, lie became the firft regular 
and the moft powerful mahomedan monarch who had hitherto reigned 
m Indoftan. He died in the year 1 235. 

His defeendants Formed the dynafty of the firft mahomedan kings 
of Delhi. 

Firouzsciiah Rocneddin fuccccdcd his father Ilctmifchc, and 
before he had reigned a year was depofed by his difeontented grandees, 
who placed his fitter Rad hi ate dd in upon the throne, an extraor- 
dinary phenomenon m a mahomedan government This female love- 
reign was, after various adventures, depofed by her brother Bcharam Schah, 
and killed in attempting to make her cfcape from him. 

Bcharam Schah, after reigning two years, was killed in a revolt 
Massoudschah Aeaeddin, Ion of Firouz Schah Rocncddm, then 
mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed by his brother 
Mahmoud Schah Nassereddin, who made great conquefts in 
India. 

After the death of Mahmoud Nafiercddin, Firouz his uncle and 
Alaeddin his nephew difputed the throne Aeaeddin caufcd Firouz 
to be affafiinated, and remained in poffefiion of the throne of Delhi until 
the year 1317 

Here we arnve at a cliafm of near So years in the hiftory of thefc 
' kings, which our guide Monf D’Herbelot could not find materials to fill 
up Sultan Mahmoud, who reigned at Delhi m the year 1398, is filled 
by Tamerlane’s hiftonan the grandfon of the emperor Firouz Schah, con- 
cerning which Firouz Schah we can determine nothing more than that 
he was of the family of Ilctmifche, 
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M \ 11 mood Sen mi, a weak prince, was governed abfolutcly by 
Ins m ir Mellon Own, who placed Ins brother Sarenk in thegovern- 
ment of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, and tlu. 
two brothers between them ruled the whole kingdom, without any other 
than a nominal interpolation of their fovcrcign. 

Tur Mirra Pir Mohammed Gchanguir had in the year 1392 received 
from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovcrcignty of all the countries which 
had formed the empre of Mahmoud the Khowarafmian, whom Gcngif- 
clrn conquered, and who was father of the brave Gclalcddm Pir Mo- 
hammed, at the end of the a car 1 397, or the beginning of the year 139S, 
fet out from lit' capital of Gazin, advanced with a numerous army to 
Multan, and laid ficgc to the city, which was well defended by Sarenk. 

During the liege Tamprlam* was advancing from Samar- 
cande. lie entered India at the end of the year 139S, defending more 
terrible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part of 
the Indian Cauenfus This invincible barbarian met with no rcfiflancc 
from the Indians fuflicicnt to juflify, even by the military ma\ims of Tar- 
tars, the cruelties with which he marked his way He was joined near 
Multan by Ins grandlon, who had now taken that city, and took in per- 
fon the ftrong fortrefs of Batmr , after which he marched towards Delhi. 
Here fultan Mahmoud, with his vizir, had the courage to Hand their 
ground, determined to rifle a battle with forces every w'ay inferior to their 
enemies. 

1 

Tamerlane, when in fight of their army, ordered a hundred thou- 
fand pnfoners, which his own army had gathered in their rout, to be put to 
death, bccaufc they were idolaters, and bccaufe fomc of thc/l wretches had 
betrayed lymptoms of fatisfadtion at the fight of a fkirmifh which 
had been fought with a party of fultan Mahmoud’s cavalry'. As thele 
marks of difafFcflion had raifcd the apprehenfion of a general infurreflion 
of the Haves, during the battle which was now impending, Tamerlane 
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enforced hjs order with the greateft rigour, and it v. as executed with the 
utmoft exaftitude 

— * 

Two or three davs after this mafiacre, Tamerlane gate battle, and 
was, as ever, victorious Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fled into Delhi, 
and in the night fled out of it 

Delhi was taken without refiftince, and its inhabitants were fubjefted 
to the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have feen renewed m this cen- 
tury by Thamas Kouli Khan in the p'-efent capital oflndoftan, twitch, 
although bearing the fame name, is rot fuuated exactly on the fame (pot 
as the antient Delhi 

After having made the regulations neccffary to calm the convulfions 
which his cruelties had raifed in the inhabitants of the metropolis of Indo- 
ftan, Tamerlane marched to the north-caft towards the Ganges, not without 
refiftance maintained in fome places vv ith refolunon, m all m v ain Kc crol- 
fed the Ganges at Toglipoor, and eirpofing his perfon m ev erv fhirmifli that 
offered v ith the fpirit of a v olunteer, advanced to the ftraigbts of Kupele 

At the foot of the mountains called Kentafii, m the country of Thibet, 
and in that part of them which lays between the thirtj-firft and thirty — 
fecond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth and the hundredth 
degree of longitude, the Ganges, formed from feveral fources, pafies fuc- 
ceflively two great lakes, and flows to the weft until the oppofition of a 
part of the Indian Caucafus turns it to the fouth, and. foon aft.r to the 
fouth-eaft, when at length flowing due fojth, and having completed 
in thefe various directions a courfe of two hundred leagues, it oners 
India by forcing its pafiage through the mountains of the frontier 

The pafs through which the Ganges difembogues ltfelf into Indoftan 
is called the ftraights of Kupele, which are diftant from Delhi about 30 
Leagues, in the longitude of 96, and in the latitude of 30 2, Thefe 
ftraights are believed by the Indians, who look very little abroad, to be the 
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fuitrccs of the Gmjt', nnd a roclt 15 tildes difinnt Horn them, bearing 
fume rtfcmbhiicc to the he id of a cow , Ins joined in the fame part of the 
kingdom two \cr\ important objects of their religion , the grand image 
tf th- u.ii.nl v Inch they almoft \encrtc as 1 divinity, and the firft 
appemnee of that immenfe body of hob water which wafhes away all 
their fun. 

A cur \r multitude of Im'nns were afllntblcd, probably for the cc- 
kbr itK'.i cf a Jcall, at the firugl.ts of Kupelc They made fomc fliew 
of ref. A ’’'ec againft T imcrlarts army, but were no fooncr attacked than 
difpcrkd The field of tins \i<floi\ is the 1110ft diftant term of Tamcr- 
kre’s coi.qudb in India and on the globe 

lit now prepared to return to his capital of Snmarcandc, and repafied 
the Ganges, after which he direfled lus march along the foot of mount 
CaueMus, until lie armed at the louthcrn frontiers of Kaflimirc, the 
r’-'lio’wcdan king of which country fent ambafladors to make fubmif- 
ficn As this rout was through countries which the army had not 
hitherto pafied, the fv ord was not yet flicathcd, but large detachments 
were linking c\curfions to the foutli, whilft Tamerlane referved to him- 
felf tin. nfk of fubdumg the mountaineers who made any refiftance, or 
rcvfed to acknowledge lus foiercignty. 

Tpom the frontiers of Kaflimirc to the frontiers of Indoftan, the 
-’’•my pafied through countries which had fubmitted to Tamerlane at his 
entrance into India, and the march out of India was through the moun- 
ting of Sheberto, a patt of the Caucafus Tram hence Tamerlane 
h-’ftened to Samarcandc Having repofed a few months in tins capital 
of bis vaft dominions, lie fet out on the great expedition in which he 
fubdued Syria and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquiflied Bajazet, and by the 
addition of thefe conqucfts to thofc lie had made before, render’d himfclf 
lord of an empire which extended from Smyrna to the banks of the 
Ganges. 
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Tamerlane never returned into India, but added the conqucfts 
he had made m it to the government of Ins grandfon Pir Mohammed Ge- 
hanguir, who ruled from Gazna the mahomedan dominions of Indofian 
until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year 
1404 An event m which fo many princes were mterefted did not 
fail to raife great commotions amongll the princes of his family. On 
his death-bed Tamerlane named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
umverfal hen of all his dominions. The contempt with which his will 
was treated after his death, was equal to the veneration which had been 
paid to his authority during his life' The Sultan Khalil, another of his 
grandfons, immediately took pofleffion of the capital of Samarcandc, and 
proclaimed himfelf emperor Pir Mohammed did not live long enough 
to affert his rights, but was affaffinated fix’ months after the death of his 
grandfather. 

'The Sultan Sharock, the youngeft of the two furviwng fons of 
Tamerlane, fucceeded to the inheritance defigned for Gehangutr he 
reigned near 42 years, during which the conqucfts of lus father in India 
feemed to have remained m fubjedbon to his authority. 

There is in Europe a very fine hiftoiy of the life of this prince, and of 
his defeendants, continued to the year 1 497 There arc likcwife m England 
materials fufficient to form a lnftory of the dependance m which India 
remained to the pofterity of Tamerlane, until one of them crcdtcd the 
new dynafty of mahomedan emperors in Indoftan, which is that of the 
prefent Great_ Moguls , but thefe tradts, hitherto little regarded by thofe, 
whofe fortunes alone could furnilh the expence of prcfenting them to 
the public in languages of common ufe, remain out of the reach of 
public cunofity by the difficulties attending the ftudy of thofe m which 
they are written. _ 

A few fcraps detached from one another by confiderable intervals of 
time, and by fubjedts of little connexion with each other, would be of 

little 
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little ufc to guide us through fuclh a length of obfcurity is thrt in which 
we view at prefent the htftcry of Tamerlane's fucccfiors in India, until 
the time of Sultan Bibr : and this obfcurity mu ft remain, until the origi- 
nal hiftorics brought into England by Mr* Frazer* or others equivalent 
to them, flnll be pubhflicd. 

The Sultan Burn was the 6th in defeent, not from Sharocb, but 
from the Mirra Miran Scliah, another of the fons of Tamerlane, this 
Babr, yielding to the conqucfts of the Ufbeg Tartars, retired from the 
country of Mawhranhar towards India : after making fcvcral expeditions 
into Indoftan, he at laft in the year 1526 defeated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi 
and became emperor of Delhi Who Sultan Ibrahim Loudi was, will 
in all probability be known, when die commentaries of Sultan Babr, 
wrote by lumlclf, and which are at Oxford, fliall be tranflated After 
making ftill farther conqucfts in Indoftan, Sultan Babr died near Agra 
in the December of die year 1530 

The pride of the Great Moguls dc/ccndcd from Sultan Babr, in 
vaunting m dieir tides and on all odicr occafions, their defeent from 
Tamerlane, has given rife to the common belief, that the throne of Delhi 
and the whole extent of the conqucfts made by Tamerlane in India, 
were maintained by lus poftcrity m a regular filiation, and without in- 
terruption. But fucli a fucccfiion would have given no room for Sultan 
Babr’s conqucfts over a ftrangcr, as Sultan Loudi appears to be, and w'ould 
have excluded him from the honor of being the founder of the prefent 
dynafty of Great Moguls. 

Hom xion fuccccdcd to lus father Babr, and in 1540 fled into Perfia 
before die Afighans, whom we imagine to have been flic Mahomedan 
fubjefls of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr By the aftiftancc 
of the king of Perfia Homaion recovered his empire in 1555, and died 
in 1556 Before lus flight he had conquered and added to the Mogul 
dominions the kingdoms of Guzerat and Malva , and what was ftill 
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a more important acquifition, had rendered himfelf matter of the rich 
kingdom of Bengal. 


Acbar fucceeded his father Homaion, and died after a reign of near 
50 years m 1605 He extended the empire, but not far enough to the 
fouthward to prevent him from vouchfafing to ftile the king of Portugal 
his neighbour, m virtue of the territories poflefied by that nation near 
Goa on the coaft of Malabar. 

To Acbar fucceeded his fon Jehanguir who died in 1627 A weak 
prince enflaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nouqehan, confined in 
his perfon, and conftrained in his government, by the ambition of his fon 
Gehan Schah. Sir Thomas Roe was fent embaflador to Jehanguir by 
king James the firft. 

Schah Gehan fucceeded to his father Jehanguir j and after a reign 
fuccefsful until the change of bis fortunes, to which a ficknefs of languor 
occafioned by intemperance m his feragho gate rile, was depofed and 
confined by his fon Aurengzebe, and died in 1666. 

There is not a more cunous piece of hiftory than that of the re- 
bellion of Aurengzebe agamft his father, written by Mr Benner After 
having murdered his three brothers and fome of their children, to ac- 
quire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himfelf m it near 50 years, 
with fo ftnfl; an attention to the government of his empire, as entitles 
him to be ranked with the ableft princes, who have reigned m any age 
or country He conquered more than half the provinces of the Pemn- 
fula of India m perfon, and his viceroys conquered or fubjefted almoft 
all the reft, the fea coafts of Malabar excepted The revenues of the 
empire amounted m his time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds 
fterhng He died in 1 707. 

But all the abilities of Aurengzebe did not give to him the power 
of fecurmg his crown to one of his fons in preference to the reft, 

and 
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and it nppcnrs In Ins mil tint lie forcfiw the contcfts which enfued 
amongrt them niter his diith Ills fons A/cm Schah, and Mahomed 
Miuzm fought at the head of armies not equalled fincc the time of 
Tamerhne. Tint of Mnhomed Mau/m confided of more than three 
hundred thoufand lighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand 
were env airy A cm, who feems by his fuller’s will to have been the fa- 
vourite, wns defeated and killed, nnd Mnuzm was proclaimed emperor, 
under the title of Btinwt Sen ah, after which he attacked Ins brother 
Knunbukfh, who was tiken prilbncr and died of his wounds Bahadr 
Sclnh dial after reigning about fix jears according to Mr Frazer. 

Or four fons wlvch fumved their fuller Bnlndr Sclnh, three joined 
agunft the other, defeated nnd killed him, and then JriiAsnrn Schaii 
fcpiratcd from the other tw o, defeated nnd put them to death , after which 
he wns proclaimed emperor, but as he was a \cry weak prince, and m- 
fntuiteJ In his mifirefi Lnl Koar, who hid been n public finger, two 
brothers die principal men of his court dethroned him, and placed on the 
throne M Jtiio' trp Fuapuk'hiu fon to A/i M ScIHi, the prince who fell 
die firfi of the three brothers, by whole deaths Jehander Schah acquired 
the crow n. 

Wr know not vvlnt term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah the 
prcdccefior of Furrukfiiir, as Mr Fra/cr who is now the guide to whom 
we arc molt indebted for the lnflorj of this dynaftj,, feems to have made 
n miftakc in the chrorology of this period Aurengzebe is faid to 
ha\cdied mFebrerr} 1707, and M ihoned Furnikfi.ir in FeLruary 1719, 
vhich dates give an interval of twelve venrs At the Arne time Bahadr 
Sclnh the fuccefibr of Aureng/che is Pud to have reigned about lix years, 
Mnhomed rurrukflur the fuccefibr of Jehandar Schah to have reigned 
feven So that we live in the reigns of thefe two princes, without the 
intcrpofition of Jehander Schah, more than the term which clapfed be- 
tween the deaths of Aurengzebe and Mahomed Furrukflm, whole deaths 
arc afeertamed by dates Mr Frazer has not afccrtaincd the term of 
Jehander Schah’s reign, but if thofe of Bchadr Schah and Furrukfiiir 
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could be authentically reduced mto the fpacc to which they mull be con- 
fined, it would be fufficient according to die ideas of Mogul hiftory, 
that Jehander Schah only accomphlhed the ceremony of being placed 
on the throne of Delhi, to entitle him to be ranked in the lift of its 
monarchs. 

. By that dependance to the great men of die kingdom to which their 
contefts for the crown had reduced the defendants of Aurengzcbe, the 
emperois elefted, although delpotic with the multitude, afeended the 
throne in bonds, and were m reality nothing more than the Haves of 
their mmifters 

Still the blood of Tamerlane continued to be held m too great ve- 
neration throughout the empire, to permit any others than his defen- 
dants to entertain the thoughts of afending die throne with impunity. 
Thofe who ftood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and 
power, were therefore contented to rule the empire as they pleafed, by 
lliewing to the people a pompous fovereign, who in reality commanded 
nothing but the women of his feraglro 

Furruckshir was the firft of the Great Moguls, whofe father had 
not been emperor, and we fhall foon fee more examples of this oblique 
fucceffion The fame lords who had raife d, depofed linn as a meafure 
neceffaiy to their own fecurity Not content with confining him, they 
put out his eyes, but even this degree of imbecillity and wretchednefs 
to which they had reduced an emperor of Indoftan did not appeafe their 
fears or refentments, for they murdered him on the 1 6th of February 
1719, after overwhelming him with a thoufand indignities and infults 

The depofers of Furruckftnr placed on the throne his coufin german 
Raffeih al Dirjat fon of Raffeih al Shan, one of the brothers from 
whom the emperor Jehander Schah won the crown Raffeih al Dnjat 
was taken out of the caftle m which thofe of the royal family who are 
not murdered are fuffered to "live. This change of his f rtunes was not 
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mo'C extraordinary than it was of (hort duration, for the fame c 
o! the throne who had made him emperor, murdered him when 
fcirccly reigned three months. 

They fent for his brother Rnifetah al Dow let, m all appearam 
out of the ftmc retreat from winch they had taken his prcdccc 
fuccced RftTuh ?l Dirjat The reign of this emperor was of 
duration thin that of his brother, for he died within a few days s 
Kd been placed on the throne, and his death was not fufpeded 
the effed of poilon 

Mahomto Schih was now' proclaimed by the two brothers Ah 
Khan, and Ilofiin Ally Khan, vhom we have fecn powerful c 
to make four and depofe fnc emperors of Indoflan If there w 
intcrrc gns v c have likcwifo fecn four emperors on the throne in th< 
of four months 

M utorrD Sc hah was fon of Jehan Schah, anotlicr of the 
pnnccs v ho pcml.cd in difputing the crown with their brother Jel 
Schah. So that i fon of eich of thcle three unfortunate pnnccs b 
emperor only to be as unfortunate as Ins father 

But the greeted humiliation if not the mod tragical exit was re 
for Mahomed Schah The beginning of Ins reign was not with 
ftrokc of authority in the mode of cafcrn politics The courtiers to 
him afTaflinated Hofihn Ally Khan one of the two brothers whofe 
had been imbrued m fo much of the blood of his family 

The other brother Abdullah Khan immediately appeared in arms 
oppoftd another emperor of his own nomination to Mahomed S< 
A battle enfued, in which Abdullah was taken prifoner. He died 
months aftcrw ards of his wounds , and it is faid, that he had rec 
the alfurancc of his pardon from Mahomed Schah, which, if tn 
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jan example of clemency very rarely found m the politics of Afiatic 
monarchs. 

The removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to die throne, placed 
Mahomed Schah in pofleflion of it with a fecurity unknown to his prede- 
cellbrs, fince the reign of Aurengzebe , but this iecurity fcrved only to 
render hun unworthy of it Indolent, fenfual, and irrefolute, he voluntarily 
gave to favourites as great a degree of power, as that which the mimfters 
of the throne had lately poffeffed in defiance of the will of their fovereigns. 
The fatal moment approached, m which a foreigner was to determine 
whether he foould exterminate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the 
rtcheft empire of the umverfe to his own. The favourites of Mahomed 
Schah quarrelled with Nizam al Muluck the viceroy of the fouthern pro- 
vinces, who' had under his junfdidtion very near a fourth part of the 
empire, and who without rebellion had rendered himfelf almoft inde- 
pendant of the emperor Bred under the eye of Aurengzebe, Nizam al 
Muluck cenfured openly and in the ilrongeft terms, the lethargick and 
pufillanimous adminiftration, as well as the profligate and difiolutc man- 
ners of the court of Mahomed Schah. At laft pretending that there 
could be no remedy to fuch defperate evils, but in a total revolution of 
the empire, he advifed Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped the throne - 
of Perfia, to come and take pofleflion of that of Indoftan, and Thamas 
Kouli Khan followed his advice. 

Mr Frazer has left us an authentic account of this extiaordmnry 
revolution. An army famifhed by its own numbers, commanded by 
chiefs unanimous in nothing but their unwilhngnefs to fight, and thete 
by an emperor who could not command his fears, fubmitted to 
enemies whom they outnumbered five to one but thefe enemies had 
been inured to conflicts under the moft defperate foldier of the age, and 
were rendered invincible by the expectation of plundering the capital 
of the richeft empire in the world A fkirmifli decided the fate of this 
empire Mahomed Schah laid his regalia at the feet of Thamas Kouli 
i Khan 
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Khin, who took poflcfiion of Delhi, plundered it, and maffacrcd a 
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants. 

Tiit conqueror refert mg to himfllf all the countries lying to the weft- 
ward of the rivers Indus and Attock, reftored all the reft to Mahomed 
Sclnh, and reinftited him m the tlirone with formalities, after which 
he returned to Perlia, carrying with him out of Indoftaft a treafure, 
v lrJi in efieftc, fiber, gold and jewels, was valued at more than fc- 
ventv millions of pounds ftcrlmg. lie entered India from Kandahar in 
the beginning of the \c.ir 1738, and returned to Kandahar at the end of 
the jear 1739 This dreadful meurfion is reckoned to have coft Indoftan, 
befidcs its treafure «, the lofs of two hundred thoufimd lives. 

Titr cruelties c\crcifcd in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were fuch 
that ? dervift had the courage to prefent a writing to him, conceived in 
theft terms . “ If thou art a god, aft as a god , if thou art a prophet, 
“ conduft us m the w ay of f?lv ation , if thou art a king, render die 
<s people happy, and do rot deftroy them ” To which the barbarian 
replied, ** I am no god, to aft as a god , nor a prophet, to flievv the way 
“ of falvation j nor a king, to render the people happy , but I am he 
« whom God fends to the nations which he Ins determined to vifitwith 
“ his wrath.” 


SECTION 
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SECTION III 

T HE northern nations of India, although idolaters, having fcarce a 
religion, when compared to the multitude of fuperfbtrons and ce- 
remonies which charadenfe the inhabitants of the fouthem countries, were 
eafily induced to embrace Mahomedamfha,and are at this day the Afghans 
or Pitans, who figure fo much in all the late revolutions of Delhi. Ex- 
cepting thefe, few of the other Indians have been converted 

The armies which made the firft conquefts for the heads of the 
refpettive dynafties, or for other mcurfors, left behind them numbers of 
Mahomcdans, who, ieduced by a finer climate and a richer country, for- 
got their own 

■* 

The Mahomedan pnnces of India naturally gave a preference to the 
fervice of men of their own religion, who, from whatever country they 
came, were of a more vigorous confhtution than the ftouteft of the fub- 
jedtcd nation this preference has continually encouraged adventurers 
from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to feek their fortunes under a govern- 
ment, from which they were fure of receiving greater encouragement 
than they could expedt at home 

From thefe origins, time has formed m India a mighty nation of near 
ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeans call Moors to them, 
under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greateft part of Indofbn is 
now fubjcdt but, although the reigning nation, they are outnumbered 
by the Indians ten to one 

Tins infenority of number, has obliged the Mahomedans to leave, in 
all parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in pofiefiion of dieir refpec- 
ttve lovereignties, which they are permitted to govern without molefta- 
tion, on condition that they pay the fiipulated tribute, and do not 
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infringe any other of the articles of the treaties by which they or their 
nnccdors ha\c acknowledged die fbvcrcignty of die Great Mogul. Thefe 
Indian pnnccs arc called Rajas, 1 c kings • more than one half of the 
empire is ?t this daj fulijcft to theft Rajas, of which ftmc arc princes 
of aery fmall territories, and odiers, fucli as Jafieing and Jeflein- 
fting mentioned by Mr. Bernier in the hidory of Aurengzebe, as 
rlfo die kings of Mjforc and Tanjore mentioned in thchidoiy of the 
preftnt w ars of Coromandel, poflefs dominions larger than diofc of the 
kings of Pnifiia and Portugal Many of diem pretend to great an- 
tiquity of family, and one, whom die emperor Aebar conquered, 
Loaded his dclccnt from Porus 

Besides the Indians w’ho refide in the territories of the Rajas, there 
arc ever}’ where feen great numbers of diem in thoft parts of the coun- 
try which are immediately fubjeft to the Great Mogul wathout the inter- 
position of an Indian prince to govern them They arc the only cultiva- 
tors of the land, and the only manufafturers of the immenfc quantities of 
linnen which arc made in the empire; mfomuch that at a didance from 
the capital cities, die great trading tow’ns, the encampments of armies, 
and the high roads, it is rare to fee m die tillages or fields a Mahorne- 
dan cmplo\ cd m any thing except levying contributions or aiding m 
fomc other refpcdl as an officer of the Great Mogul 

Intelligent enquirers afiert that there arc no written laws amongff 
the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfimtted by tradition fupply the 
place of fuch a code in the difeuffion of civil caufes , and diat the an- 
cient practice, corroded on particular occafions by the good fenfe of the 
judge, decides abfolutely iji criminal ones In all cafes derived from the 
relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be truded with die greated 
confidence , but in cafes of property, in which this relation does not ex id, 
as a cunning fubtil people they are perpetually in difputes , and for the 
want of a v/ntten code the judice or injudice of thedecifion depends on 
the integrity or venality of the judge Hence the parties prefer to fubmit 
their caufe to the dccifion of arbitrators choft by themfelves, rather than 
to that of the officers appointed by the government. 
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The Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fource of their religi- 
ous inftitutions, of their civil law, and of the adminiftration of juftice 
in criminal cafes The two firft of thefe heads have been as copioufly 
commented on as in any religion or government whatfoever 

The Mulla m Indoftan fupenntends the pradhce and pumfhes the 
breach of religious duties, die Cadi holds courts in which are tried all 
dilputesof property, and die Catwal is the judge and executor of juftice 
in criminal cafes 

An accurate defcription of the functions allotted to the Cadi and the 
Mulla, would require a volume, which we have not materials to fiirnifli , 
and if fiirniflied, this volume would leave us but imperfectly informed of 
die general admimftration of juftice in the cafes fuppofed to fall under 
die jurifdidtion of thefe officers , fince the fovereign or his delegate perpe- 
tually wrefts all kinds of caufes from the common forms of trial, and 
decides them himfelf without appeal Some notion of the Catwal is 
given by Mr Thevenot the punishments mflidted by this tribunal, are 
different from thofe prefcnbed by the Alcoran , from the precepts of 
which die Catwal likewife deviates m exercifing the torture, anditcon- 
tradifls them, in being always open to bribery. 

We fee in thofe parts of Indoftan which are frequented by the Euro- 
pean nations, die cuftoms or laws which regard lands fubjedt to contradic- 
tions noteafilyreconcileable The hulbandman who pofiefles a few fields has 
the power of felling and bequeathing them, at the fame time that the diftrnft 
m which thefe fields are included is annually let out by the government 
to a renter, who pays a certain fum of money to the lord of die country, 
and receives from the cultivator a certain part of his harvefts The 
renter fometimes quarrels with thehufbandman, and difplaces him from 
his pofleffions . clamours as agamft; the higlieft degree of mjuftice enfiie , 
the prince interferes, and generally redrefles the poor man, who has fo 
much need of fupport m fuch a caufe of mifery , and if he fails to give 
this proof of his inclination to juftice, he is held m execration, and 
deemed capable of any iniquity. 

In 
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In ill the countries abfolutdy fubjefled, the Great Mogul ftilcs him- 
fclt proprietor of all die lands, and gives portions of them at will 
as revenues for life to his feudatories, but flill thefe grants take not 
aw n from the cultmtor the right of file and bequefl. TJie policy of 
all the Indian go\crnmcnts of Indoflan, as well as that of the Great 
Mogul, feems to confift more in a perpetual attention to prevent any one 
f»mily from obtaining great pofleflions than in the intention of making 
fl cs of the body of die people , for fuch a flavciy would feon leave 
the monarch little grandeur to bonft of, and few fubjedts to command. 
As all acquifitions of land arc fubjeft to the infpedtion of the government, 
the man who fliould attempt to make lum (Ilf proprietor of a large eflate 
n land, would be refufed tlic certificates ntcefliuy to put him m poflef- 
fion, and would be marked as a vidlim ncceflaiy to be facnficcd to the 
polin of tlicftatc. Prom what we lee in tlic lufloncs of this and other 
caftcm countries, the violences committed amongft tlic great, lead us to 
dunk that the man of more humble condition is fubjedt to flill greatest 
violences, when, on the contraiy, tins humility is the beft of protec- 
tions. 


The Feudatory, by the acceptance of a certain title and the penfiom 
which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir No 
man, from the Vizir downwards, has any truft of importance repofed 
in him but on thefe terms, and on his dcceafc the whole of his property 
that can be found is fcized for the ufe of the emperor, who gives back to 
the family what portion lie plcafes. The eftates of alL who are not feu- 
datories defeend to die natural heirs* 

These barriers raifcd againft the aggrandizement of particular families 
became abfolutcly ncccflary in a ftate,. ncccflitated to repofe veiy great 
trufts in particular men. 

The whole extent of Indoflan is not divided into more than twenty- 
four provinces 1 each of thefe include feveral Indian principalities. A 
very large army ready to move atthe firft warning was found neceffary to 
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coerce the Raja’s , the fame force divided under feveral difhnft command- 
ers would have been ineffe&ual. Hence it was neceffary to give. a large 
trail of country to the government of a lingle officer, or to relinquifh 
the dcfign of extending the dominion 

Tins officer, now well known m Europe by the title of Nabob, was 
made fubjedt to the controul of others who refided in the province with 
him, and over whom he had no authority The fovereign referved to 
himfclf the power of life and death Civil caufes were referved to theCadi, 
and the revenues and evpences of the province were fubjedb to the 
examination of the Duan, who managed the cuftoms and took poffeflion 
for the emperor of the eftates of the feudatories who died The Great 
Mogul gave the government of the ftrongeft holds in the province to go- 
vernors who were in nothing fubjeit to the Nabob He W’as called to 
court, kept there, or tranflated into another government, whenever the 
mmiftry thought thefe changes neceffary , and there w r as a time when 
they were fo frequent, that a new Nabob left Delhi nding contrary to 
the ufual manner with his back turned to die head of his elephant, and 
gave for a reafon, M That he was looking out for his fucceflor " 

The divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a liability in their go- 
vernments, and die court was now content to receive a fhpulated fom, in 
lieu of the real revenues of the province, in which the Nabob became little 
Ids than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army from Delhi, which 
was always coming, and never came But even before they arrived at 
dus ftatc of mdependance, we find them exercifing the cruel caprices 
of dclpotifm, on wretches too weak to raife their complaints to the 
throne Mandlellow tells a ftoiy of a Nabob who cut off the heads 
of a fct of dancing girls, that is, of a company of veiy handlome wo- 
men, becaufe they did not come to his palace on the firft fummons In 
Tavernier we fee a man, who murders his w'lfe, four children, and thir- 
teen fiaves, and is left unpumfhed, becaufe he is the perfbn on whom 
the Nabob relied for die cure of a diftemper. 
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The relations of all the travellers into Indoftan abound with examples 
of the vices of thefe princes It has been obferved, that all the Ma- 
homedans cftabhfhcd in India acquire, m the third generation, the in- 
dolence and pufillamnuty of the original inhabitants, and at the fame 
time a cruelty of character to which the Indians arc at prefent happily 
flrangcrs. Hence we arc almoft induced to give aflcnt to the opinion, 
that die prohibition of (bedding blood of any kind, inculcated by the 
Indian religion, was a political mftitution, wifely calculated to change 
into gentler manners the fangumaiy difpofiuon, which is faid to have 
chara&crifcd all the inhabitants of Indoftan before the religion of Brama 
was introduced amongft them. 


*Tl)c End of the Dissertation, 
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Englilh cftablifiimcnts in the kingdom of 
1 Indoftan arc divided into three governments, m- 
**““ dependant of each other. Bombay commands 
the fa&orics on the weftern fide of the pcninfula, com- 
monly called the Malabar coaft; together with thofe in 
-Perfia: the cftablifhmdnts and pofleflions on the eaftern 
or Coromandel coaft are under the government of Ma- 
drafs : and thofe in Bengal depend on Calcutta. From 
the year 1745 to the conclufion of the late peace, the 
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THE WAR OF COROMANDEL 


T HE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744, 
extended its operations to the fcttlcmcnts of the two nations in 
India: peace was no fooncr reftored to them by the treaty of Ai\-la- 
Chapelle, than they took up arms againft one another, on the coaft of 
Coromandel, as allies to two Moonfh lords contending for the pof- 
fcfiion of the pro' mcc of Camatica The competition between thefe 
lords had its rile m events, which happened fevcral years before the 
Englifli or Trench took part in it, it therefore becomes ncceflary to 
defcribc thofe events, and as the government, policy, and cuftoms 
of the nations of Indoflan differ greatly from thofe of Europe, we fhall 
endeavour, in the courfc of our narrative, to give as much of their cha- 
refier and manners, as appears ncccffary for the intelligence of the fadts 
which we relate 

Mofl of the the countries which have been conquered by the Great 
Mogul in the peninfula of India, arc comprized under one viceroyalty, 
called from its fituation the Dccan, or fouth From the w'ord Soubah, 
figmfj mg a province, the viceroy of this vaft territory, is called Soubah- 
dar, and by Europeans improperly Soubah. Of the countries under his 
jurifdichon, feme are entirely fubjedted to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahomedans, whom Europeans as improperly call Moors j 
v/hilft others remain under the government of their original Indian 
princes or Rajahs, and arc fullered to follow their ancient modes on 
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condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul. The MooriQi gover- 
nors dependant on the Soubah, aflume, when treating with their infe- 
riors, the title of Nabob, which figmfies Deputy but this m the re- 
gifters of the throne is fynommous to Soubahdar, and the greateft part 
of thofe who ftile themfelves NavabsJ or Nabobs, are ranked at Delhi 
'under the title of Phous-dar, which is much inferior to that which 
they aflume, 'figmfying no more than the commandtr of a body of 
forces The Europeans eftablifhed in the territories of thefe Pfeudo- 
Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expreffion) following the example 
of the natives with whom they have moft mtercourfe, have agreed in 
giving them the title they fo much affedt In deference therefore to 
die cuftom which has prevailed, we fliall leave them in poflcflion of 
it, and in the courfe of our narration fliall diftinguifh the great viceroy 
by that of Soubah. 

A Nabob ought to hold his commiffion from Delhi, and if at his 
death a lucceflbr has not been previoufly appointed by the Great Mogul, 
the Soubah has the right of naming a perlon to adminifter the Nabob- 
fllip until the, will of the Sovereign is known , but a Nabob thus ap- 
pointed' by a Soubah 'is not deemed authentically eftablifhed until he 
is’ confirmed from Delhi The Soubah receives from the feveral Na- 
bobs the annual revenues of the crown, and remits them to the treafury 
of the Empire The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him in all military 
expeditions within the extent of his viceroyalty, but not in any with- 
out that extent Thefe regulations Were intended to place them in 
fuch a ftate of dependance on the Soubah as Ihould render them fub- 
fervient to the interefts of the Empire, and at the fame time leave 
diem in a ftate of mdependance, which would render it difficult for the 
Soubah to make ufe of their afiiftance to brave the throne 

The conftitution of die Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im- 
mediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the ableft monarch that ever 
reigned over Indoftan , but fince the dreadful meurfion of the Perfians 
under Thamas Kouli Khan, it has declined daily more and more fb 
that during the laft fifty years, Soubahs have been feen to maintain 
themfelves m their governments againft the will of the throne, and 
have confequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard' 

to 
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n U' avi bontv , Nabobs hkcwifc have kept poficfiion of their govern* 
mcrt> n oppof.t’on both to the Soubih and the throne ; and what is 
r.ore atr^'Jinn in the offices of a dcfpotic ftatc, both Soubahs and 

i'"! ! hue r-n-d tl.tr fucccfiors, who have often fuccccdcd with. 

lit 1c onjvu.cn ns if thrv had been the heirs apparent of an licredi- 
ta-v ot-r. i on V. mi we. have fitd of the government of the fouthem. 
cm cc , i eou-llj n } phcnblc to all the other Soubahfhips of the 
II*nt ire. 

The Camal'c is cue of the mod tonfiJcnblc Nnbobfhips dependant 
on the Sjub-'h of tnc Dccan . from its capital it is hkcwifc named the 
p-.' .arc of Aren* . bat its prefent limits arc greatly inferior to thofc 
v lilch b-unded the a%e ent Carnatic before it w as conquered by the 
Greet Mogul, for v c do not find that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever 
c\tc 'ded their *»uthcntv bejond the river Gondegama to the north, the 
grc*t eh -•m of mountains to the wed, and the borders of the kingdoms 
of Tritchanopoh, Tanjorc, and Myfbrc to the fouth The fea bounds 
r to the caft It was not before the beginning of the prclcnt century 
that this country w as entire!} reduced b) the Moors. 

Sadatulla, a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, having 
no iffiu., adopted the two Tons of his brother, appointing the elder, 
Dcfl-alh, to fucct-.d in the Nnbobflnp, and conferring on the younger, 
Bokcr-alH, the government of Vclorc, he likcwifl di reded that Gulam 
ITlfion, the nephew of his favourite wife, fhould be Durn or prime 
mmificr to his fucccflor. Having reigned from the )car 1710 to 1732, 
he died much regretted by his fubjeds 

The dupofitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficult, but N iz* 1 m-al-muluck, theSoubah of the fouthem provinces, 
beheld the acccfiion of Doaft-ally with averfion, fincc it took effed with- 
out that deference to his authority which he was determined to 
cftabhfh throughout all the governments under Ins junfdidion. The 
jealoufy of this pov erful fupcrior prevented Doaft-ally from procunng 
a regular confirmation from Delhi it is faid that he only obtained 
fomc Utters of approbation from the vizir, without the proper forms 
of an authentic commiffion. 


Doaft- 
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Doaft-ally bad two Ions, of whom the eldcft, Subder-ally, was arrived 
at man’s eftate when his father fucceeded to the NaboWhip he had 
likewife feveral daughters, one of whom he had at that time given in 
marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fon of Boker-ally, and another 
to a more diftant relation named Chunda-faheb This lord gave his 
own daughter by a former wife m marriage to Gulam Haffam, and 
availing himfelf of the incapacity of his fon-m-law, obtained the Na- 
bob’s permiffion to admmifter the office of Duan in his Head 

The kingdoms of Tntchanopoly and Tanjore, although tributary to 
the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its own prince or 
Raja, and the care of levying the tributes of thefe countries was in- 
trufted to the Nabobs of Arcot, who were fometimes obliged to fend 
an army to facilitate the collection of them The death of the king of 
Tntchanopoly in 1736, was followed by difputcs between the queen 
and a pnnee of the royal blood, which produced a confufion in the go- 
vernment fufficient to give the Nabob of Aicot hopes of fubjc&mg 
the kingdom to his authority He therefore determined to lend an army 
under the command of his fon Subder-ally and the Duan Chunda-fa- 
heb to feize on any opportunity which might offer of getting poffeffion 
of the city of Tntchanopoly, but to prevent. fufpicions, the colk&ion of 
the tribute was given out as the only intention of the expedition, and the 
army was ordered to move leifurely down to the fea-coaft, before they 
proceeded to the fouth accordingly they came to Madrafs, where 
they remained feme days, and then went to Pondicherry, where they 
ftaid a longer time , during which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft founda- 
tion of his connexions with the French government m that city * from 
hence they marched to Tntchanopoly 

By intrigues, of which we have not the detail*, Chunda-faheb pre- 
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having firft taken an oath on the Koran, that he would act m nothing 
to her detriment the people of the country fay that (lie fell in love 
with him , if fo, (he was ill requited, for he foon after feduced the 
garnfon, feized the city, and confined her to a pnfon, where flie died 
of gnef The fubmiffion of the reft of the kingdom foon followed that 

of 



Book I. History of Tirr Carnatic. 

of the capital , after which, Subdcr-ally leaving Chunda-faheb to govern 
thefc new '’cqtnfitions, returned to Ins father at Arcot, who appointed 
Mccr-afiud, the preceptor of Subdcr-ally, to fuccced Chunda-faheb in 
tlic office of Dinn 

The new Dum was well acquainted with the ambitious character 
of Ins prcdcccflbr, and rcprcfcntcd to Subdcr-ally the confcqucnccs which 
were to be apprehended from a man of fucli dangerous views, placed 
in a go\ ernment of fuch importance Subdcr-ally fnv his error when 
it was too late to red ref. it, for when lie rcprclcntcd to his father the 
ncccffity of recalling Chunda-faheb to Arcot, the Nabob, apprehenfive 
of open ruptures m hi« family, and attached to his own fon-in-law from 
an opinion of his abilities, could not be induced to follow Mccr-affiid’s 
aducc 

Chunda-faheb hearing w’hat liad been attempted againft him, took 
mcafurcs to lecurc himlclf he put the city of Tntchanopoly in a good 
flatc of defence, and placed lus two brothers m the ftrongeft town9 
dependant on his fovcrcignty , Buda-filicb in Madura, and Saduck-fa- 
heb in Dmdigul . but notwithftandmg thefc preparations, he determin- 
ed not to throw off his allegiance to the Nabob, before lie fliould be 
openly attacked 

Nizam-al-muluck’s refcntmcnts againft the family of Doaft-ally in- 
creafed w»ith their acquifitions , for, notwithftandmg the independency 
affefted by Chunda-lahcb, he did not doubt that the force of Tritchano- 
poly would always be united with that of Arcot, whenever danger 
from foreign pow r crs threatned either of the two governments But 
his attention was for fome. years taken up by affairs of much greater 
importance than the reducing of this family to lus obedience. 
At one time, he was preparing to join the great Mogul, whom he 
wiflied to fee dethroned, againft Thamas Kouh Khan, whom he 
had invited to invade the Empire and after the Perlian left Indoftan, 
he was obliged to keep his arms turned towards Delhi, where he was 
equally dreaded and detefted Thus prevented from marching into the 
Carnatic, he at length determined to give the Morattoes permiffion to 
attack it. By this meafure he fatisfied, in part, the obligations he lay 
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under to that -nation, and at the fame time employed a force, which, 
next to his own, was the moft capable of conquering the dominions 
of Doaft-ally 

The country of the Morattoes lies between Bombay and Gol-Kon- 
dah . its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Europeans, 
and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hiftory of the people. 
They have now figured for near a century, as the moft enterpnzing 
foldiers of Indoftan, and as the only nation of Indians, which feems to 
make war an occupation by choice , for the Rajpouts are foldiers by 
birth Of late years they have often been at the gates of Delhi , fomc- 
times m arms againft the throne at others, in defence of it agamft the 
Affghans or Pitans The ftrength of their aimics confifts m their 
numerous cavalry, which is more capable of refiftmg fatigue than any 
in India , large bodies of them having been known to imrch fifty 
miles m a day They avoid general engagements, and kern to have 
no other idea in 'making war, but that of doing as much mifchmf 
as poffible to the enemy’s country This they tffeft by driving off 
the cattle, deftroymg the harvefts, burning the villages, and by ex- 
ercifing fuGh cruelties as makes the people of the open country take 
flight on the firft rumours of their approach The rapidity of their 
motions leaves the prince with whom they war little chance of linking 
a decifive blow againft them, or even of attacking with effect any of 
their detachments Hence the expence of maintaining an army in the 
field with very little probability of even fighting fuch an enemy, and 
the greater detriment arifing from the devaftations they commit, gene- 
rally induce the governments they attack to purchafe their retreat with 
money. Great parfimony in their evpences, and continued collections 
of treafure by the means now defenbed, have been the principal caufes 
of railing them, m lefs than a century, from a people of inconfiderable 
note, to a nation which at prefent ftrikes terror into all the countries 
between Delhi and Cape Comorin 1 hey often let out bodies of men, 
and Tometimes whole armies, but the hiring of them is a dangerous re- 
fource , for the offer of better terms feldom fails to make them change 
fides * and they feldom rehnquifh their practice of plundering even in 
the countries which they are hired to defend. But notwithftandmg 
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their warlike character, they arc in other refpeft*, the mod fcrupulous 1739. 
obfervers of the religion of Drama , never eating of am thing that Ins ' — ^ — 
life, nor even killing the mfedh. which moled them: however, a buffalo 
ficrificed, with many flrangc ceremonies, atone s for the blood of their 
own fpccics which they died m war. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered by the Great Mogul, the Morat- 
toes were in poflcfiion of fcvcral fortrefles and territories in the country’* 
retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they ftipulatcd to 
receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a rccompcncc for the pof- 
feiuons which they rclinqniflicd, and as a tribute for refraining from 
their ufuat predatory meurfions into the province The Nabobs of 
Arcot had for many years ncglcflcd to pay this tribute, and 
they had defided from their ufual methods of obtaining reparation, 
from no other motive than their great fear of Nizam-al-muluck . but 
this redraint was now removed by the encouragement which they re- 
ceived from him to mv adc the Carnatic. At the fame time the kings 
of My fore and Tanjore, in refentmentof the injuries they had differed 
from Chunda-faheb in his government of Tntchanopoly, incited them, 
as brethren of the fame religion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge 
the violations committed in their temples and holy places by thatMaho- 
medan governor, and the Moors m his fen ice. 

In the month of May, 1740, an army of iocooo Morattocs, under 1740. 
the command of Ragojee Bonfala, approached the province with their 
ufual rapidity’, and armed at the mountains which feparate it from 
the wedern country’, before Doad-nlly was able to collcdt the whole of 
his forces to oppofc them j for a large part of Jus army happened at that 
time to be employed to the fouthward, under the command of his fon 
Subdcr-ally The Nabob, however, marched fiom Arcot with what 
troops he was able to affcmblc, about 4000 horfc and 6000 foot, and 
with thefe determined to defend the pafles of Damal-chcrn, through 
which die Morattoes intended to enter the province, until he could be 
fuccoured by his fon’s army and the olher troops of the province, which 
were advancing to his afiidancc : it is thought lie would have fucceeded 
in this intention if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an 
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Indian, wlio fuffered tlie Morattocs to pafs the ftation where hfc com- 
manded. The next day, being the 20th of May, the whole army ap- 
peared in the Nabob’s rear, which was not defended by intrenchments, 
and having every advantage, attached his troops with great fury* 
who* encouraged by the example of their phnce, defended themfelves. 
relblutely for feveral hours, until they faw him, together with his fon 
Haffan-ally* fall dead from their elephants on die field of battle , the 
rout was then general, moll of the principal officers of the array were 
flam, and Meer-aflud, the Duan, was taken pnfoner. 

Subder-ally, with, the troops under his command, was advanced as far 
as Arcot when he heard of hifi father’s fate, upon which he immediately 
took refuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb like wife took the field with 5000- 
horfe and 10000 foot* giving out that he intended to march to the Na- 
bob’s affifiance , but by contrived delays he kept at a diftance from 
the field of batde* and as foon as he heard of the Nabob’s defeat, hur- 
ried back to Tritchanopoly. 


The Morattoes, after their vidtoiy, font detachments to plunder and 
levy contributions in every part of the province, but found that what 
they acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expectations j. for 
die wealthy inhabitants had removed all their valuable effects into the- 
ftrong holds with which the province abounds. Thus difappomted 
they readily liftened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer-aW 
who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with them- 
it was agreed thatthey fhould be paid, at dated penods, 10,000,000” 
©f rupees, equal to one year’s revenue of the province, on condition that 
they quitted the Carnatic immediately* thus much was made public, 
tat .note article was tap. leered Ac foon as the treaty wa c ndfied 
tabdar-a% affitmed die ode and authonty of Nabob, tat due power 
was now fo much impaired, that Ctanda-faheb thmkmir he had notbT .1 
to apprehend ftom it, came to Area to do homage to h,m r howeeefifc 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in fuch reputation, 
amongft a people who had never before feen any tiling equal to them, 
that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-ally and Chunda-faheb, had fent 
their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during the war. 
As foon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally and Chun- 
da-faheb, attended Jby a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, where they 
flayed feveral days. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took with him his 
own and his father’s family , but Chunda-faheb proceeding to Tntch- 
anopoly, left the women of his family and one of his fons there. 

In the month of December the province was again ftruck with con- 
fternation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which had lately 
afflidted it with fo many calamities. This fecond irruption' was in 
confequence of the fecret engagement which they had made with 
Subder-ally. 

Befides die fum of money which he had agreed to pay them, they 
had farther infifted on receiving fome territories in fovereignty, and m 
this demand Meer-afiiid found them fo inflexible, that, confidenng the 
territories of Tntchanopoly ferved only to render the power of Chunda- 
faheb formidable to his matter, he confented to yield' thole countries to 
the Morattoes, on condition that they fhould attack them at , their own 
expence : this they agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged to dif- 
pofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fufih a manner as 
fliould be moft conducive to the interefts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

Tntchanopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indian manner of defence; 
and Chunda-faheb, on the firft news of the approach of the Morattoes 
agamtt Doaft-ally, ftored it with a great quantity of grain, which is 
confidered as the belt fecunty of a fortified place amongft a people who 
are very little fkilled in the ufe of cannon or other engines of battery. 
Meer-affud therefore forefeeing that he would be able to protradt his de- 
fence as long as his provifions lafted, advifed the Morattoes to quit the 
Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftance as might prevent any fufpicion 
of their intentions to return. This artful condudt produced the effedt 
intended by it , for Chunda-fahe'b > imaginmg that the Morattoes were me- 
ditating expeditions into other provinces, fold his ftores of grain j of 

G 2 which 



The War of Coromandel. BookL 

which they no fboner received intelligence than they fet out from their 
camp at Sevcgunga, and by very expeditious marches appeared in fight 
of Tritchanopoly before he could remedy the diftrefs to which he had 
fo unwarily reduced it. 

They inverted the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the in- 
troduction of any fupphcs or reinforcements, notwithftandmg which 
the brothers of Chunda-faheb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb ad- 
vanced from Madura with a large convoy of provifions, efcorted by 3poo 
horfe and 7000 foot : the Morattoes detached 20000 men to intercept 
this reinforcement, which defended itfelf with bravery until Buda- 
faheb fell, when the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, 
as it always happens m the battles of Indoftan . they cut off Buda- 
faheb’s head, and fent it to Chunda-faheb as a confirmation of his bro- 
ther's defeat Another detachment attacked Saduck-faheb, approaching 
from Dmdigul with 1500 horfe and 3000 foot, who were likewife de- 
feated after a lharp fight, which ended with the death of Saduck-faheb. 

Chunda-faheb, notwithftandmg thefe misfortunes, continued to de- 
fend the city with great refolution, and protrafted the fiege until the 
greateft part of his provifions wasconfumed, and a confiderable num- 
ber of his men, with iome of his beft officers, killed, the dread of fa- 
mine had alfo caufed many to defert : thole remaining, worn out with 
fatigues, called upon him with one voice to furrender. He delivered up 
the city and himfelf on the 26th of March, 1741, after having fuf- 
tamcd a fiege of three months. The Morattoes placed him, with lus 
fon, and feveral principal officers, under the ftrufteft confinement, in- 
tending to be well paid for the ranfom of their perfons. After f ome 
time fpent in draining Tntchanopoly of an they could find valuable in 
it, they appointed Moran-row, one of their generals, viceroy of the 
kingdom, and leaving 14000 of their beft troops under his command, 
returned to their own countty, where they confined their pnfoners m a 
ftrong fort m the neighbourhood of Sattarah their metropolis. 

The Morattoes, by the poffcffion of Tntchanopoly, were now become 
of enemies, allies to Subder-ally , and the impnfonment of Chunda- 
faheb at fuch a diftance from the Carnatic, removed the only leader 
1 deemed 
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deemed capable of exciting intcftinc commotions But tlic rclcntmcnt 
of Niram-al-muluck dill rammed to be appe^fed, •* h eh could only 
be done by remitting to him thofc large * , mr’rs of rcicr.ucs wh cli the 
Nabob Doaft-allj, as ailing hirnfclf of die consulfions of the empire, had 
withheld Subdcr-rdly thc r cforc vr»s com meed that a flomi would 
bre^k upon him from dm quarter as foon as Nizim-al-muluck h m r clf 
(hould base none to fear from Delhi* but *>s this time was not jet 
come, he determined not to exhauft his treafures from the rpprehen- 
fion of dangers, which, although probable, were dill uncertain, h: 
nmufed Nizam-al-muluck with humble excuse*, founded on the p.> 
\trty to which he pretended to be reduced In the incurf.on of the Mo- 
rattoes , and c.cn demeaned himfelf fo far as to guc out lie intended to 
co to Arabia, end there foend the reminder of his d^ja m a£U of us- 
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je<3 to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and by the treafurcs which Mortiz-ally 
inherited 'from his father, as alfo by a very parfimonious management 
of the revenues of his government, he was become the nchefl man in 
the province Having married the-fifter of Subder-ally, and being hkc- 
wife nearly related to him by birth, he thought that thefe titles of kin- 
dred, joined to the reception which he gave to the Nabob and his court, 
would excufe him from the necelfity of furmfhing what remained due 
of his proportion of the general afleffment , but the Nabob, who knew 
the Morattoes were not to be difappomted with impunity, and who 
was as unwilling as Mortiz-ally to difburfe his pnvate treafures until the 
laft extremity, determined to oblige him to furmfh his contingent with 
the fame punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of 
thefe were attentive to die condudt of the governor of Velore, and 
were ready to withhold their proportions of the afleffment as foon as 
they fliould find a refpeCtable leader to fet the example, and to fupport 
them in the confequences of refufing to obey the Nabob’s orders' they 
therefore confederated' with Mortiz-ally, and reprefented to him, that 
Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, would behold 
with fatisfaChon even the moft defperate meafures which might be taken 
by the officers of the Carnatic, againft a prince who paid fo little defe- 
rence to the authority of his viceroyalty 

There was no quality in the compofition of Mortiz-ally’s mind ca- 
pable of flopping his hand from the perpetration of any crime by which 
his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified . he was indeed by 
many fufpedted of being uncommonly deficient in perfonal courage, but 
this perfuafion feems to have taken its rife fromthe fufpictous habits of 
his domeftic life , fince he never moved, even in his own palace, with- 
out being furrounded by guards nor ever ventured to tafte any thing 
that was not brought to him m a veffel to which his wife had affixed 
her feal The Nabob therefore held the pufillanimous char after of his 
brother-in-law m the greateft contempt, and apprehended no danger 
from a man who lived m perpetual apprehenfions of poifbn from his 
own family and domeftics Mortiz-ally ftill continued to evade the pay- 
ment of his arrears of the afleffment ; and the Nabob, weaned by 
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trifling excufes, one day in public imprudently threatened to difpoffefs 
him of his government, if he evaded any longer to comply with 
his orders. This outrage immediately flung him into the clofeft con- 
nection with the diflatisfled governors, who now flattered his ambition, 
by affunng him that they would acknowledge him Nabob Of Arcot as 
foon as Subder-ally fliould be removed. 

Many obftaclcs, to all appearance mfurmountable, feemed to oppofe 
^hemfelves to the execution of any attempt againft the Nabob’s perfon. 
His army was encamped within the fuburbs and under the walls of 
Velore . a numerous retinue and a body of guards conftantly attended 
upon him within the fort . the puflllammity of Mortiz-ally rendered him, 
incapable of attempting any aCt of violence, if accompanied with 
danger to himfelf, and it was not probable that an opportunity of 
finking at the Nabob's life, without the nfque of fuch danger, fhould 
prefent itfelf But at the fame time nothing of the confjpiracy trans- 
pired , and Subder-ally was unfortunately confirmed in his fecunty by 
die extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himfelf after the 
outrage he had received. 

At the time of that feftival to which die Mahomedans of Indoflani 
have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob’s fervants afked permiffion 
to be abfent for two or three days to celebrate it in their own fannies* 
Contrary to the ufual cuftom of the courts of Indoflan, the Nabob 
fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four perfons, to quit him }. 
and fo little was he fufpiciOus of the danger to which he expofed him- 
felf, by this unguarded indulgence, that he even defired fbme of the 
•officers and menial fervants °f Mortiz-ally might attend him during the 
abfence of his own : by this fatal inadvertence he gave -himfelf up to 
the power of his enemy. Mortiz-ally determined not to Iofe this oppor- 
tunity, which was fuch as might never offer again, to flrike the blow 
he had meditated. On the 2d of October, the day after the Nabob’s 
retinue had left him, the victuals prepared for his table were poifoned* 
Subder-ally had fcarcely fimfhed his meal before he began to be greatly 
difordered, and although the ftrength of his conftitution, with timely 
affiftance, enabled him to throw off die mortal effects of die goifon, yet 
1 ' ifr' 
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it left linn much enfeebled. Even this attack, however,^ did not 
thoroughly awaken his fufpicions, which thofc of Morttz-alty’s family, 
Avho waited on him, contributed to Me, by rcprcfcnting his mdifpo- 
fiuon to be the accefe of a bilious difordcr, very common m Indn 
Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lofe, and propofed to feme of Ins 
"officers m whom he had the moft confidence, to go and put an end to 
•die Nabob’s life It is faid that all refufed to ferve him m diis cruel 
commiffion, excepting one, whofc wife Subdcr-ally had formerly de- 
bauched this man put himfelf at the head of feme Abyffiman flaves, 
and entered the Nabob’s apartment at midnight feven or eight perfons 
flept m the fame room with him, but diefe were fcarccly awakened be- 
fore they were difabled from making rcfiftancc. The Nabob himfelf, 
inftead of taking up his arms, 'immediately on the alarm attempted to 
make his efcape through a window. The leader of the aflaffins fu/cd 
Jhim before he could pafs through it, and after upbraiding him with the 
injury of his adulter)', and exulting in the revenge lie was now taking 
for it, killed him with fevcral ftabs of a poniard 

Meer-affiid the Duan was in die fort, and the inviolable attachment 
which this mimftcr was known to bear to his matter, fuggefted to 
Mortiz-ally the intention of deftroymg fo dangerous a witnefs of the mur- 
der which he had committed The orders v, ere gi\ cn to put him to 
death, when feme officers, whom the general trepidation hid brought 
together, reprefented to Mortiz-ally the neceffity of prefen ing the life 
of a man, from whom alone he could obtain diat knowledge of the 
affairs of the Carnatic, which would be ncceffiry for his own conduit 
in the admimftration of them, as foon as he ffiould be declared Nabob 
Thefe reprdentations were diftated by reverence to the charadtcr of 
Meer-affud, whofe virtues preferved him in this inftant of imminent 
danger from the deftrudhon to which he had been doomed 

The gates of the fort of Velore were ftridtly guarded during this 
night of horror, and thofe only who produced a particular permiffion 
were fuffered to pafs out the enfuing day So that the news of Subdcr- 
ally Khan’s death was carried the next morning to the army encamped near 
Velore, by emiffanes employed by Mortiz-ally himfelf, who reprefented it 



Book! 


History of the Carnatic. 

as an accident in which their maftcr had no part, and afcnbcd it to the 
fuddcn refentment of fome of the principal officers, whom die Nabob 
had treated with very injurious language, and had affronted one by 
a blow But fuch was die general opinion of Mortiz-ally’s charac- 
ter, that the foldiery immediately flew to their arms, and cried out in 
tumult, that their Nabob had been aflaffinatcd by die governor of 
Velore. The principal officers of the army were abfent celebrating the 
fcaft; and the foldiery left to their own condu£t, m the firft impulfe 
of deteftation, threatned to ftorm the fort immediately, and maflacre 
all who were in it, but, on recolledhon of its ftrength this refolu- 
tion fiibfided, and they agreed to wait the return of their officers, before 
they fliould proceed to extremities The emifianes of Mortiz-ally took 
advantage of this fuipenfion of their rage, and called to their re- 
collection the great arrears of pay, which were due to them from Sub- 
der-ally, who, although well able, had confrantly evaded to fatisfy their 
demands : whereas there was great reafon to believe, that if the army 
would admit Mortiz-ally’s pretenflons to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and 
declare in his favour, he would agree to pay the full amount of the 
arrears due to them. 

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are compofed of 
a number of diftmdt bodies of troops mlifted by different leaders , who, 
with their bands, enter into, and quit the fervice of different princes, ac- 
cording to the advantages which they expeCt to receive. Hence the degree 
of reliance which a prince can have on his army is proportioned to the 
treafures of which he is poflefled, joined to his inclination to difburie 
them , and it is common in the wars of Indoftan to fee large bodies of 
.troops going over to the enemy on the very field of battle The army at 
Velore forgot its refentments againft Mortiz-ally m proportion as the 
jterms propofed by his emiffanes appeared to be real The officers 
.being ar-ived m the camp, were immediately brought over to his 
intereft by the prefents which they received from him , accounts were 
adjufted, times of payment were ftipulated, and the whole army, 
officers as well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of 
■the Carnatic within two days after the murder of Subder-ally Khan 

H Mortiz- 


The War of Coromandel. 


Book I. 


Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Vclore, and 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. In November 
he made his entry with pomp into the. city of Arcot, and was again 
proclaimed there. 

As- foon as the firft agitations which this fudden and unexpected 
revolution had occafioncd begin to fublide, fcveral of the principal 
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another their fentiments 
on die acceffion of Mortiz-ally, and concurred in a deteftation of it : 
Thefe applied to Moorary-row, the Morratoc general of Tntchanopoly, 
who did not hefitatc to declare openly againft it The Englifh at Mad- 
rafs were requefted to protect the Ion and family of Subder-ally, togcdicr 
with their wealth, notwidiftandmg any menaces which they might re- 
ceive from Mortiz-ally, who did not fail to demand this prey, and had 
the vexation to find it placed out of lus reach. Several of the pnncipal 
officers of the army were treated' widi by die fhends of Subdcr- 
ally’s family, and engaged to effect a general revolt. On a fudden the 
army demanded immediate payment of the w'hole of their arrears 
which at Velore they had agreed to receive at periods not yet armed" 
they furrounded the palace in tumult, and accompanied their demands 
with threats 


Mortiz-ally no fooner found his ill-gotten power thus afiaultcd, dian 
lie perceived how much he was deficient m all the qualities ncceffary 
to maintain it, and the prcfervation of his perfon became the only at- 
tention of which he was capable. In Indoftan the women of rank 
never appear m public, the carnages in which they travel arc covered 
o'er, and are very rarely flopped or examined even in times of fuf 
picion Mortiz-ally, difguifed m the habit of a woman, quitted Arcot 
in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accompanied by federal female -t 
tendants, and in this equipage gamed his fort of Vclore without * inter- 
ruption 

As foon as the flight of Mortiz-ally was difeovered, Seid Mahomed 
Mian, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided m Madrafs with 
his mother, was proclaimed Nabob m the city of Arcot, by the armv 
and principal officers of the province. The government of the 

province 
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province was given to the adminiftration of a Duan chofen by the friends 1 742 
of the family, and the young Nabob and his mother were removed '—v — 
from Madrafs to Vandevalh, a ftrong fort which was under the govern- 
ment of Tuckia-faheb, who had married one of the Nabob Subder- 
ally Khan’s lifters 

Nizam-al-muluck, die Soubah of the louthern provinces, heard of 1743 * 
thefe revolutions in the Carnatic at a time when he had no longer any 
thing to apprehend from the politics of the court of Delhi, where he 
had obtained for his fon Ghazi-o’din Khan the poll of captain general 
of the Mogul’s armies , and, in confequence of the tranquillity which 
he now enjoyed, was preparing to enter the Carnatic at the head of his 
army. He left Gol-Kondah in the beginning of the year 1743, and ar- 
rived at Arcot in the month of March following His army is thought 
to have confifted of 80,000 horfe and 200,000 foot Their numbers, 
and the reputation of their leader, deterred all the princes of the countries 
through which they paffed from making any refiftance and they entered 
the province of Arcot with as little oppofition. When arrived at Arcot, 
Nizam-al-muluck was ftruckwith amazement at the anarchy which he 
found reigning in every part of the government of the Carnatic Every 
governor of a fort, and every commander of a diftridl, had afiumed die 
title of Nabob, and had given to the officers of his retinue the fame 
names as diftinguilhed the perfons who held the moft confiderable em- 
ployments in Nizam-al-muluck’s fervice One day, after having re- 
ceived the homage of feveral of thefe little lords, Nizam-al-muluck 
faid, that he had that day feen no lefs than eighteen Nabobs in the Car- 
natic , whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all 
the fouthern provinces. He afterwards turned to his guards, and order- 
ed them to fcourge the firft perlon who, for the future, ftiould in Ins 
prefence aflume the title of Nabob 

The young fon of Subder-ally, accompanied by feveral of his princi- 
pal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who refufed him 
the permiffion of returning to Vandevalh, and ordered fome of Ins own 
officers to take charge of his perlon, diredbng diem to treat him with 
lenity and rcfpcft. Nizam-al-muluck then appointed Coja Abdulla 
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•1743. Khan, the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of all its 
— v — J dependencies, and fcnt a fummons to Moorary-row, the governor of 
Tntchanopoly, to furrender the city. Finding that the Morratoe perfift- 
ed in refilling to obey his orders, he marched with his whole army, and 
fat down before it. prefents and promifes fupplied the place of liollilities 
in reducing it In the month of Auguft Moorary-row evacuated Tnt- 
chanopoly, and foon after quitted the Carnatic with all his Morratocs 
Nizam-al-muluck having thus fettled the affairs of the Carnatic 
without unlhcathing the fword, returned to Gol-Kondah The new 
Nabob of Arcot, Coja Abdulla Khan, continued to command the army 
until it arrived at Gol-Kondah, and appointed one of his dependents 
1 744. to adminifter the government during his abfencc. It was not till the 
month of March 1744, that Coja Abdulla Khan was to fet out again 
for Arcot Nizam-al-muluck diftmguiflied this favourite with par- 
ticular honors on die day of his taking leave, and the next morning Coja 
Abdulla was found dead in his bed His death was fufpedted to be 
die effect of pojfon , the hand from which it came could never be 
difeovered, for winch reafbn it was imputed to the perfon who received 
the moft advantage from it, by fucccedmg to him m the government of 
the Carnatic 

A very fhort fpace of time intervened between the death of Coja 
Abdulla Khan, and the nomination of his fuccelfor An’war-adcan Khan 
who arrived at Arcot in the month of April. 

The introduction of this ftranger into the Carnatic was the fource of 
many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to com- 
memorate There are fo many and fuch injurious mifreprefentations 
of the origin of this lord, and of that part of his life which preceded 
his acceffion to the Nabobfliip, that it is nccefiary to invalidate them by 
an impartial defenpbon of his hifto/y. 

Anawar, the father of An’war-adean Khan, diftinguifhed himlelf by 
his great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of the Khoran * he made the pilgrimage of Mecca, widi- 
out which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to ac- 
quire the reputation of a truly devout man At his return from this 
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voyage he was nominated by the Great Mogul Aurengzebe, one of thofe 
religious officers who arc appointed to offer up daily prayers for the 
health and profpenty of the Ibvcrcign. He now received a penfion from, 
the crown, and was ennobled by being ranked as a commander of 250 
horfe, a title which would appear incompatible with the charadter of a 
religious man, if every title of nobility in Indoftan did not confift m a 
military commiffion , by which it is fuppofed, although rarely infifted 
on, that the perfon who receives the commiffion (hall maintain a certain 
number of horfe for the Emperor’s fcrvice. With thefe honours and ad- 
vantages Anawar retired to Gopcc-mahoo, and there finiffied his days 
His fbn An’war-adcan Khan went to court with recommendations from 
his father , thefc procured him the quality of a commander of 250 horfe, 
which ennobled him, and gave him a nght to add the title of Khan, (1 e. 
Lord) to his name . he was afterwards raifcd to a higher degree of no 
bility, by being ranked a commander of 500 horfe, and was appointed 
governor ofadiftndt, not far diftant from Delhi, called Coora-Gehanabad. 
Ill fuccefs, or perhaps ill condudt, prevented him from being able to 
pay the ufual revenues of his government to the throne. He therefore 
thought it neceflary to withdraw himfelf, and went to Amedabad. Here 
Gazi-o’din Khan, die Soubah of the fouthern provinces, gave him a- 
poft of confiderable truft and profit in the city of Surat, whilfthis friends 
at Delhi took care to prevent further enquiries concerning him After 
the death of Gazi-o’dm Khan, father of Nizam-al-muluck, An’war- 
adean Khan went to pay his court to Nizam-al-muluck, who had fuc- 
ceeded to the Soubahffiip of the fouthern provinces, and by whom he 
was appointed Nabob of the Yalore and Raja-mundrum countries, which) 
he governed for fcveral years. When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing 
to vifit the Carnatic, An’war-adean Khan attended his court, and was 
left by Him in one of the principal ftations in the city and territory of 
Gol-Kondah A very few days after the death of Coja Abdulla Khan, 
Nizam-al-muluck appointed An’war-adean Khan to adminiller the go- 
vernment of the CarnaUc, and feems in this choice to have been in- 
fluenced by his opinion of the neceffity of placing a country, in which 
he fufpe&ed commotions, under the direction of a brave and experienced 
foldier, fuch was An’war-adean Khan. 


There 
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1 744. There is no country in which the titles of defcent are lefs mftrumcntal 
wy«J to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoftan, none but thofc of 
the royal blood are confidered as hereditary nobility ; to all others, 
die exclufion is fo abfolute, that a new adt from the fovcrcign is ncccf- 
fary to ennoble even die fon of die Grand Vizir of die Empire The 
field of fortune is open to every man who has courage enough to make 
ufe of his fword, or to whom nature has given fupenor talents of mind. 
Hence it happens, that half the grandees of Indoftan have armed to 
the higheft employments m the Empire from conditions not lefs humble 
than that of An’war-adean Khan, agamft whofe acceffion to the Nabob- 
flup of the Carnatic, the people had taken an averfion, from caufes in- 
dependent of his perlonal character. 

Dunng the 30 years w hich preceded the vifitation of Nizam-al-muluck 
die Carnatic had been governed by the fame family, m a fucceffion of three 
Nabobs, who, availing themfelves of the general confufion of the Empire, 
had acquired a greater {lability in their office than is the ufual lot of gover- 
nors in Indoftan. -.The Nabobs of this family, confidenng the fine- 
reignty as a kind of inheritance, had not conduced themfelves m their 
adminiftradon with that fpint of ravage, which is the ufual confequence 
of uncertain and tranfitoiy poffeffion The revenues of the Carnatic 
depend upon the harvefts of gram, and thefe on the quantities of water 
which are referved to fupply the defedt of ram dunng the dry feafon of 
the year* for this purpofe vaft refervoirshave been formed, of which 
not only the conftrudhon, but even the repairs m cafes of inundation re- 
quire an expence much beyond the faculties of die farmer or renter 
of the land If therefore die avarice of the prince with-holds his 
hand from the prefervation of thefe fources of the felicity of the 
people, and at the fame time dictates to him an inflexible refolu- 
tion of receiving his ufual incomes • the farmer oppreffed, oppreffes the 
labourer, and the mifery of the people becomes complete, by the vexa- 
tions of colledtors exercifed in times of fcarcity, of which die cruel par- 
fimony of their ruler has been die principal caufe. 

It is not therefore to be wondered that the province which had felt the 
good effedts of a mild and generous adminiftrabon, from the reigns of 

the 
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thcfimiU ofS-’datull.i Khan, Should behold with regret the introduc- 
tion of -ny ftnngcr whofeever to govern the Carnatic The young Ion 
of SuMer-- , 11\ ava* the cnlv perfon whom die province wiflicd to fee 
their ruler 

In dcfcrc-cc to tins aSfoflio.i, and from apprehension of the confc- 
qucr.cc: of Shocking it at once ton violent!}, N ir am-nl-muluck thought 
n ncccil't} to give out tint he intended to confer the Nabob Ship of Arcot 
on thi« } cutli, as foon ■ ,r lie lliould arrive at an age capable of ad- 
mimtinng it. At the frnc time lie gave to An’w ar-^dcan Klnn all die 
powers ncccSury for governing the Carnatic dunng this interval, and 
commuted the vo ing prince to Ins care, with the authority of a guardian 
From die palpable impropriety of repofmg fo delicate a trud in the very 
prrfon to whom the grcatcfl adv antages would accrue from an unfaithful 
uifclnrgc of it, Numi-nl-muluch may be fufpcdlcd of having dif- 
fcniblcd throighout this transition The general jov with which the 
\o-th w -s received, on his arrival in the province, cchpfcd all the homage 
that was j aid to die fovercign pov cr of his guardian , and it is fuppofed 
t! -t d'cp-ovifional Nabob did not behold without jealoufv thefedemon- 
f. o n of the puhhc attachment to the fon of Subdcr-ally Khan. 

\ a v. ar-ade-n Klnn how cv cr did not difeov cr any fv mptoms of difcon- 
tci t inlus treatment of the \oung prince on the contrary, he main- 
tained him n *» Splendor adequate to his birth, and afiigned the palace 
m the fortef Arcot for his residence litre die )oung Scid Mahomed 
paSTtd fomc time w ithout an, odicr nquictudc, than that which he rc- 
ccivcd from the importunities of a band of Pitan foldicrs, who had been 
in die ferv ice of his father, and who pretended that a long arrear of pay 
w as due to them 

The Pitans, whofc co mtr) is in the rnofl northern part of the Em- 
pire, arc the bravcfl of the Mahomedan foldicry levied in IndoSlan 
From a confcoufncfs of this fupcriority, together w ith a reliance on the 
national connexion which cmSIs rrr.ongSt diem liovvcv cr diipcrfed into 
die ferviccs of different princes, they have acquired an inSolencc and au- 
dacity of manners, which diSlinguiSlics them, as much as the hardnefs 
of dieir ph)fiognomy, from every odicr race of men in the Empire 
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they treat even the lords they ferve with very little of that refpedl which 
chara&erifes all die other dependents of a fovereign m Indoftan From 
■the known ferocity of their temper, it is thought dangerous to inflidt 
pumfhment on them, even when they deferve it, as a ftrong fpint of 
revenge has familianfed them with afiaffination, whicli they feldom fail 
to employ whenever the finallnefs of their numbers difenables diem 
from taking vengeance by more open attacks The Pitans, who had 
ferved Subder-ally Khan, continued to prefent themfelves every day 
before his fon, demanding dieir arrears with clamour, and mfo- 
lence 

In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of Subder- 
ally Khan was celebrated in die fort of Arcot The young pnnce, as 

being the head of the family, was invited to prefide at the ceremony 
The cuftomary invitations were likewife given to all the other relations, 
many of whom where lords of governments m the Carnatic , among thefe 
was Mortiz-ally The young Seid Mahomed was taught to conceal the 
emotions he naturally felt at feeing the murderer of his father named in 
the lift of his friends as a gueft invited with his approbation Such are 
the manners of a court in Indoftan. It was thought that Mortiz-ally 
would not venture his perfbn out of the forts of Velore, during the 
foft days of a new admimftration , but, in contradidbon to the general 
conclufions which were drawn from a knowledge of his pufillammity, 
he came to Arcot, and prefented himfelf before the young prince as 
one of the guefts at the wedding , and was treated with diftindhon and 
refpedtby the regent Nabob An’war-adean Khan 
On the day appointed for the folemmzation of the marriage, twelve 
Titans, with the captain of the band, prefented themfelves before the 
young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more determined fpint 
of mfolence than they had hitherto fhewn in any of their former ap- 
plications It is reckoned the higheft indignity that can be offered to a 
foldier, to order him to retire by an expreffion of contempt, and if any 
violence is employed to remoye him, he generally refents it in' the inftant 
with blood-flied Thefe confiderations were not fufficient to reftrain the 
veal of Seid Mahomed’s attendants from relenting the mfult which was 
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offered to their pnnee , and findingth.it cxpofluWions did not prevail, 
they lcizcd on the Pitin% and turned them out of the pilacc by force 
The Pitms fuffered themfeh cs to be remov cd with much lefs rcfiflancc 
than it was cvpeilcd tlicy would hue made agunft *« treatment fo re- 
pugnant to the ideas which the) entertained of their own importance. 
The fame day the) advanced again into the prcfcncc of Scid Ma- 
homed Khan, and defired leave to mike apologies for their nufbeha- 
Mour: their fubmifiions were accepted, and fupprdfcd all fufpicionsof 
their conduit during the remaining part of thedi). 

In the c\cmng Scid Mahomed Khan, with Mortiz-ally and mod of 
the other gucfls, were aficmblcd, when the approach of An'war-adcan 
Khan, the regent Nabob, who had been invited to the entertainment, 
was announced to them The young prince arofc from lus feat, and 
pafied into die vcfbbulc of die hill, intending to pay lus guardian the 
compliment of receiving him at die bottom of the flcps which led into 
die court of die palace He was attended by all the odicr gucfls, and 
many of his own officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had 
made their fubmifiion in the morning, appeared die forcmofl of the 
fpcdlators in die court below, and diflmguiflicd dicmfclvcs by the affec- 
tation of great reverence in their manner of faluting Scid Mahomed 
Khan, as foon as he appeared in the vcfbbulc After thefe compliments, 
dicir captain, with die appearance of a man that w r as fcnfible he had 
offended his lord, and w’as defirous to fling himfclf at his feet, alccndcd 
the fleps, and w as permitted to approach within the reach of lus perfon 
The affafiin now drew a dagger, and at the firfl blow dabbed the young 


pnnee to the heart 

A thoufand fvvords and poignards were drawn in an mflant* the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot on which he had perpetrated 
his enme , and ten of his accomplices differed the fame fate from the 
fury of the multitude below Before this fccne of terror was ended, 
An’w ar-adean Khan arnved at the palace, and endeavoured to calm the 


general trepidation, by giving fuch orders as were neceffary for the 
difcovciy of the confpirators , for the multitude had already perfuaded 
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themfelves that the Pitans had been only the executors of the intentions 
of lome fupenor power. 

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this afiaffination, 
were mftantly flruck with the remembrance of die murder of his father 
committed m Velore , murmurs from many had already declared the 
fufpicions that were entertained of Mortiz-ally, when it was reported, 
that, during the general confulion, he had gamed the gates of die fort, 
where a large body of cavalry and other troops, which compofed his 
retinue, were waiting for him , and that, furrounded by diefe guards, lie 
was already on his way to Velore The precipitation of this flight, 
which appeared as much the confequence of previous diipofitions as die 
effect of fudden fear, left no doubt that he was the author of the 
afiaffination. Nothing was now heard but curfes and imprecations on 
the head of Mortiz-ally, for the murder of the innocent and much- 
loved Seid Mahomed Khan, and for the murder of die lather of this un- 
fortunate prince. The people faw themfelves obliged to confine their 
indignation to thefe expreflions of it . for the ftrength of Mortiz-ally’s 
efcort required a larger body of cavaliytobe fent in purfuit of it, than 
could be got together within the time neceflaiy to overtake him, Velore 
being no more than twelve miles diftant from.Arcot, 

The multitude now received orders from An war-adcan Khan to retire to 
their homes , and, as men (truck with difmay at a common calamity, 
afiembled m fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts on the 
dreadful tragedy of which they had been fpeftators. 

An’war-adean Khan, either adluated by the fame fpirit of indigna- 
tion as the people, or affedhng the appearance of it, not only 6 re- 
moved the Pitans in his fervice from their employments, but alfo gave 
orders that all of that nation fhould mceffantly quit the city, and, as a 
ftronger proof of his refentment, caufed their houfes to be razed to 
the ground a mark of infamy feldom put in ufe, excepting the 
perfons, whom it is intended to ftigmatize,' have deferved capital punifh- 

But thefe expreflions of indignation did not exempt An’war-adcan 
Khan from the imputation of having been acceflory to the murder . Many 

perfons 
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pcrfons holding rink and power in the province nfierted that they had 1744. 
difcovcred fecrct<, which convinced them that the afiafiimtion w as the v* - 
refult of n confederacy between An’war-ndcan Khan and Mortiz-ally 

They find, tliat the refpedt nnd attachment which were {hewn by all 
ranks of people to Scid Mahomed, joined to the great influence which 
his relations Ixrc in the Carnatic, by pofiefling the bed forts and govern- 
ments m the province, had filled the mind of An’war-adcan Khan with 
vifiortarv npprehenfions of conlpmcics and revolts, which might at one 
time o r other remove him from his government, in order to place Scid 
Mahomed in the Ibvcrcigntv : tint An’war-adcan Khan, actuated by 
diclc fufpicions, hid determined on the definition of Scid Mahomed, 
as a mcafurc ncccfiaiy to his own fccunty, and was only with-held from 
executing it by the dread of Nizam-al-muluch’s refentment, which fug- 
geded to him die thought of pradlifing on the pufillanimity and ava- 
rice of Mortiz-ally, by infinuations and offers which might induce 
him to undertake die definition of Scid Mahomed, but in fuch a 
manner, that, if a dilcovcry fiiould be made, he alone might appear 
the author of the murder An’w ar-adcan Khan found Mortiz-ally more 
dilpofed than he could have cxpc&cd to enter into his views As foon 
as Mortiz-ally was pcrluadcd of the probability of a revolution in favour 
of Scid Mahomed, his natural timidity liiggcftcd to him die danger to 
which he fiiould be expofed, from die refentment of a prince, who, 
widi the Nabobflnp of the Carnatic, would obtain the power of reveng- 
ing his father’s murder. Hurned on by thole apprehenfions, and at the 
fame time allured of protection, and even of rewards by an cncreale of 
the Domain of Vclorc from An’war-adean Khan, Mortiz-ally hired 
the thirteen Pitans, who had executed his cruel purpofc with fuch ini- 
quitous fidelity 

The lecrcts of the princes of Indoftan are very difficult to be 
dilcovercd In affairs of conlequcncc nothing, except in the moft equi- 
vocal terms, is ever given by them m writing , and whenever the matter 
is of great impdrtance or iniquity, it is trufted to a mefienger, a man 
of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommendation, 
telhfying that he is to be trufted in all he fays. So indefinite a commit- 
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lion referves to the lord who gives it, the rcfourcc of difavowing 
the tranfaChon of his agent, and this he never fails to do, whether 
a difeovery to his prejudice is made Hence the public m Indoftan, de- 
prived of authentic evidence, are left to judge of the actions of their rulers 
either from probable conjectures, or from the general idea which they 
-entertain of the character of their lords. The confhtution and dcfe&s of 
their government have rendered poilons and alTaflinations, in the practice 
of the great, the common method of removing thofe who ftand in oppofi- 
tion to die ambition of others , mfomuch that a hiftory of one century 
in Indoftan would furmfli more examples of this nature than can be 
found in the hiftory of one half of the kingdoms of Europe fincc the 
tim e of Charlemagne From the frequency of thefe enormous practices, 
even die deaths which happen m the common courfe of nature arc attri- 
buted to the iniquity of thofe, who receive immediate advantage from 
them. Such were the principles on which the people of the Carnatic 
judged and condemned An'war-adean Khan for the murder of Seid 
Mahomed , notwithftandmg no pofitivc proofs were brought of his hav- 
ing been accefioiy to it The moft probable of the conjectures which 
were urged againft An’war-adean Khan, was founded on die early ap- 
pearance of Mortiz-ally at Arcot in the days of a new admimftration. 
This was thought incompatible with the pufillammity of his character, 
without fuppofing that, from the iniquitous connection between diem, 
he was affured of protection from An’war-adean Khan. 

An’war-adean Khan ftrongly denied all connections with Mortiz-ally, 
and challenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, or any of his 
dependents had ever had any correfpondence with the Pitans who com- 
mitted the murder, which he attributed fblely to Mortiz-ally, alledging 
as a proof, that the Pitans had often been at Velore, and were known to 
have received many marks of favour from him. On the odier hand, 
Mortiz-ally accufed An’war-adean-Khan of being the audior of it, but 
brought no teftimonies to fupport his aflertion It was fuppofed that 
the only proofs which he could have brought againft An’war-adean 
Khan, would at the fame time have condemned himfelf. 


Notwith* 
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Notwithftanding An’war-adean Khan Was not able to exculpate him- 1744. 
lelf jn the opinion of his fubjedts, he found means to convince his fupe- -v— 
nor, Nizam-al-muluck, that he was mtirely innocent of the blood 
of Seid Mahomed Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing 
by halves, thought it neceflary to give An’war-adean Khan fup- 
port, in proportion as he became odious to the Carnatic, and fent 
him a full and regular commiffion for the Nabobflnp of Arcot foon after 
the death of Seid Mahomed The province, irritated by their averfion 
to a lord, whofe fovereignty deftroyed their hopes of being ruled by one 
of the family of the race they fo much loved, complained loudly of the 
avarice and parfimony of An’war-adean Khan’s government, and con- 
trafted it, much to his difadvantage, with that of their former Nabobs. 

War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in confe- 
quence of which a fquadron of Englifh men of war appeared in the 
Indian feas. It confifted of two 60 gun fhips, one of 50, and a frigate 
of 20 guns thefe fhips did not come immediately to the Englifh fettle- 
ments in Indoftan, but palling beyond them, cruifed in two divifions 
in the ftraits of Sunda and Malacca They took in thefe ftations three 
French fhips returning from China to Europe, and one returning from 
Manilha to Pondicherry, the cargoes of which prizes produced the fum of 
180,000 /. fterling They alfb took a French Eaft India (hip, which 

was converted into an Englifh man of war of 40 guns. The fquadron, 
after rendezvoufing.at Batavia, appeared on the coaft of Coromandel m 
the month of July 1 745, at which time the garnfon of Pondicherry con- 1 74 5. 
lifted of no more than 436 Europeans, its fortifications were not completed, 
and noFrench manneforcehad appeared in India fincethedeclarationof war. 

The appearance of the Englifh fquadron, and the report of the rein- 
forcements which they expedited from England, alarmed Mr Dupleix 
for the fafety of Pondicherry He prevailed on the Nabob An’war- 
adean Khan to infifl: with the Englifh government of Madrafs, that the 
fhips of war fhould not commit any hofhlities by land againft the French 
poffeffions in the territories of Arcot, but at the fame time the Nabob 
allured the Englifh, that he would oblige the French to obferve the 
fame law of neutrality, if their force fhould hereafter become fupeuor 

to 
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to that of die Englifli. The government of Madrafs rcprcfcntcd to 
the Nabob, that they were always ready to obey his commands as far 
as their power extended, but that Mr Barnet, the commander of the 
Englifli fquadron, was the immediate officer of the King of Great 
Britain, by whofe orders and commifiion he afted, independent of the 
Eaft India company’s agents at Madrafs The Nabob replied, that all 
officers of the Englifli nation who came to the coaft of Coromandel 
were equally obliged to re/peft his government m the Carnatic , and that 
if Mr Barnet, with his fquadron^ fliould venture to aft contrary to the 
orders he had now given, the town of Madrafs fliould atone for their 
difobedience 

Thefe threats made fo much lmpreffion upon the government of Mad- 
rafs, that they requefted and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to confine 
the operations of his fquadron to the fea. He therefore fent one of the 
50 gun ftnps to cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the 
river Ganges, where /he took two or three French flaps returning from 
different parts of India to the French fettlements m Bengal. The reft 
of the fquadron left the coaft of Coromandel to avoid the approaching 
ftormy feafon, and went to Mergui, a port fituated on die coaft which 
lays oppofite to that of Coromandel in the Gulph of Bengal. 

In the beginning of the year 1746 the Englifli fquadron returned to 
die coaft of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun flnps, 
and a frigate of 20 guns, which arrived from England * but at this time 
the 60 gun /hip, in which Mr. Barnet hoifted his flag, was found un- 
fit for aflion, and, together with die 20 gun flup which came firft into 
India, was font back to England. 

There was now certain intelligence that a French fquadron was prepar- 
ing to come on the coaft of Coromandel, when that of die Englifli was 
deprived of one of its principal advantages, by lofing commodore Barnet, 
who died at Fort St. David’s in April His death, happening at a time 
when the Englifli affairs m India were threatned with danger, was gene- 
rally regretted as a public lo/s & 

Early m the morning of the 25th of June, the Englifli fquadron 
cruifing to the fouthward of Fort St. David, near Negapatnam, defened 

that 
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that of die French arm mg on die coaft of Coromandel. It confifted of 
nine flaps, which were commanded by Air. Dc la Bourdonnais, who had 
equipped diem at the die of Mauritius, and afterwards, when fcattcrcd 
by a hurricane, had refitted them in the jfland of Madagafear, overcom- 
ing die greateft difficulties w ith fiicli indefatigable pcrfcvcrancc and adhvity, 
as mtitlcs him to a reputation equal to that of die ablcft marine officer his 
country has produced. Of thefe finps one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one 
30, dircc 34, one 36, and that on board of which Mr Dc la Bourdonnais 
hoiftcd his flag mounted 70 guns, of which 60 were 1 8 pounders There 
w ere but 14 other guns of this fizc m all the whole fquadron, the reft being 
12 and S pounders All but die 70 gun flup were bored to mount more 
guns than the number widi which Mr Dc la Bourdonnais had been able to 
equip them j and fi\e of them were 50 gun fliips O11 board of the fliips 
were 3300 men, of which 700 w’crc either Caffres orLafears* 3 or 
400 of die whole number were rendered unfit for fcrvice by fichnefs 

The Englifh fquadron confiftcd of one 60 gun flup, three of 50, one of 
40, and one fngate of 20 guns, which was too fmall to be brought into the 
aflion. The number of men in thefe fliips did not amount to one half 
of that m the French fquadron , but the Englifli had greatly the advan- 
tage in the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of engagements 
at fca is at prefent generally decided . and they likewife failed better dian 
the French, and w'ere w'orked with much greater fkill. 

Mr Dc la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages and difadvantages of 
Ins force, had determined to decide the impending engagement by board- 
ing the Englifli fliips, if it were poffible to bring his own into die filia- 
tions neceflary to accomplifh this defign Mr Peyton, who commanded 
the Englifli fquadron, perceiving this intention, determined to engage 
with his fquadron nearer to the wind than that of the enemy, fince m 
this fituation their efforts to board would be eafily avoided , and a great 
part of the day was employed to preferve this advantage. It was not 
until 4 m the afternoon that die fight began it was maintained at fuch 
a diftance that the fire of the fmall arms from the French fliips, not- 
withftanding the great numbers and the expertnefs of their mufketeers, 
did very little execution, but, on the other hand, the cannon of the 
Englifh, from the fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been ex- 
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prfted from them m a dofer engagement The fight fimAei ™h Ac 
entrance of Ac night , about 35 men were hiM in Ac EngliA fqua- 
dron, and Ae greateft part of thefo on board Ac 40 gunflnp. We 
am not oradtly informed of Ae left Atoned by Ac French , but 
,t was believed that die killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lefs than 300 One of their Hups, that which mounted 30 guns, 
was m lefs than half an hour difmafted, and fo much fluttered, that, 
immediately after the addon, Mr Dc la Bourdonnais ordered her to pro- 
ceed to Bengal to be refitted m die Ganges 

The next morning Mr Peyton called a council of war, when, on a 
review of the condition of the Englifli fquadron, it was not thought pro- 
per, efpecially as the 60 gun fliip was extreamly leaky, to venture afccond 
engagement, before the damages it had fuftamed were repaired In con- 
fequence of this refolution, the fbips made fail for thehaibour of Tnnca- 
nomaly in die lfland of Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight of the French 
fquadron, which had lam to die whole day, as if challenging the Englifli, 
who were to windward, to bear down and renew the fight. This appear- 
ance of refolution mMr De la Bourdonnais was no more than a feint, 
pradhfed to deter the Englifli from doing what he moft dreaded , for moft 
of his fbips had expended the greateft part of their ammunition, and 
feveral of them had not vidtuals on board for twenty-four hours 

In the night of the enfuing day the French fquadron, now confifting 
of eight ftups, arrived in the road of Pondicherry , where Mr. Dupleix 
commanded, for theFrenchEaft India company, all the ef. blilhmcnts of 
lus nation m India, the lflands of Mauritius and Bourbon excepted. 
Theft were under th$ government of Mr De la Bourdonnais, to whom 
all the operations of the fquadron were intruded, independent of the con- 
trouhof Mr Dupleix. 

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bourdon- 
nais would gain in the command of his armament, created jealouly in the 
mmd of Mr Dupleix Diflenfions arofe between the two commanders : 
but the a&ivity of Mr De la Bourdonnais did not fuffer die mterefts of 
his nation to be facrificed to them Knowing that the force which he 
commanded could not be employed by land widi any probabdity of fuc- 

cefs. 



Book I. History or the Carnatic, 65 

cels, until the Englifii Iquadron Ihould be either ruined or forced to quit 1746 
the coaft of Coromandel , he determined to go in qtfeft of them as loon 
as his own lliips were refitted and provided with 30 or 40 pieces more of 
heavy cannon than they mounted on leaving the illand of Mauritius. 

On the 24th of July the French fquadron failed from Pondicherry, 
working to the louthward againll the fouthern monfoon, and on the 6th 
of Auguft dilcovcred that of the Englifii, which had been refitted at 
Tnncanomaly. The Englifii perceiving the addition of cannon with 
which the French had been fupplied at Pondicherry, aioided coming to 
an engagement The two Iquadrons were three days in fight of caclf 
other, after which, according to Mr De la Bourdonnaiss account, the 
Englifii (hips availing tlicmfdves of the advantage of failing better than 
the French, difappeared 

Mr Deia Bourdonnais returned with his flups to Pondicherry, imagin- 
ing that the Englifii iquadron, although they did not think themfelves 
ftrong enough to rifle a general engagement, would remain on the coaft; 
of Coromandel, to deter him from attempting any operations againfl: 
the Englifii {ettlemcnts But notwithftandmg this fu(p»cion, lie de- 
termined to lay fiege to Madrals. 

The Englifii informed of the preparations which were making at 
Pondicherry to attack them, called -on the Nabob An’war-adean Khan to 
fulfi l his promife of reftrainmg the French from committing hoftilities 
againfl: them by land But they omitted to employ the moll: certain 
means, of obtaining his protection, by negleCbng to accompany their 
application for his afliftance with a prefent of money. This ill-judged 
parfimony left the Nabob fo lukc-warm m their mterefts, that although 
he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitive permifiion, he refrained from 
making any preparations, or even from ufing menaces to prevent the 
French from attacking Madrafs 

Madrafs had been about 100 years the principal eftabhftiment of the 
Endifli nation on the coaft of Coromandel It was built in a territory 
granted by the Creat Mogul to the Eaft India company, which extended 
about five miles along the fea-lhore, and about one mde m land. The 
Town confifted of three divifions , that to the fouth extended about 400 
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yards in length from north to fouth, and about 100 yards in breadth • 
none but the Engldh,- or other Europeans under thejr protcaion, refried 
ui this divifion, which contained about 50 good lioufes, an Enghih and 
a Roman Catholic church, together with the rcfidcnce of the faftory, 
and other buildings belonging to die company it was furrounded with a 
llender wall, defended with four baftions and as many batteries, but 
thefe were very flight and defective m their conftrufhon, nor had they any 
outworks to defend them diis quarter has long been known in Europe 
by the name of Tort St George, and was m India called for diftinflion 
the White Town On the 1101th of this, and contiguous, was another 
divifion, much larger and worfe fortified, m which were many very good 
habitations belonging to die Armenian and to the richcft of the Indian 
merchants, whorefided in the company’s territory . this quarter was called 
the Black Town Beyond diis divifion, and to the north of it, was a 
fuburb, where the Indian natives of all ranks had their habitations pro- 
mifeuoufly Befidcs thefe direc divifions, which compofcd the town of 
Madrafs, there were two large and populous villages about a mile to the 
fouthward of it, within the company’s territory, and thefe were likcwifc 
inhabited by Indian natives. 

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together with 
that which is carried on by merchants of various nations from one part 
of India to another, had raifcd Madrafs to a degree of opulence and re- 
putation, which rendered it inferior to none of the European cftablilh- 
ments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. There were 250,000 in- 
habitants in the company’s territory, of which the greateft part were 
natives of Iftdia of various calls and religions, amongft thefe were three 
or four thoufand of thofe Indian chrifbans who call themfclves Portu- 
guefe, and pretend to be defeended from that nation The Enghih m 
die colony did not exceed the number of 300 men and 200 of thefe 
were foldiers, who compofed the garrifon , but none of them excepting 
two or three of their officers, had ever feen any other fervice than that of 
the parade * the reft of the Enghih inhabitants, folely employed in the 
occupations of commerce, were ftill more unfit for mditaiy fervices 
At the fame time the defence of the place depended on this fmall num- 
ber 
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ber of Englifh fubjeCts : for it was known, that the reft of the inha- 
bitants, regarding themfdves as neutrals, would take flight on the firft 
approach of danger 

On the 1 8th pf Auguft the French fquadron appeared and can- 
nonaded' the town, but without doing any damage to it They 
attempted to take onfe of the Eaft India company’s fhips which lay m 
the road 5 but foe moved into fhoal-water, fo near the batteries of the 
fort, that the French did not venture to attack her with arm’d boats, and 
it was evident, from the unfkilfolnefs of their operations during tins 
crude, that Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not command them in perfbn, 
he was at this time in Pondicherry, confined to his bed by ficknefs. 

The protection of the Englifh fettlements on the coaft of Coroman- 
del was the principal objeCt of the deftination of the Englifh fquadron , 
and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time thought fo neceffary 
to its defence, that the inhabitants were in hourly expectation of feeing 
them, although they had heard no news of them fince-they were laft feen, 
fixweeks before, by Mr. DelaBourdonnaist The town therefore was ftruck 
with a conftemation little lefs than defpair, when news was received that 
the Englifh fquadron had on the 23d of Auguft appeared 30 mdes to the 
northward of Madrafs, before the Dutch fetdement of Palliacatte, from 
whence they had again put off to fea, and difappeared They proceeded 
to Bengal ; for the 60 gun flup was no.w fo leaky, that it was feared 
the fhock of firing her own cannon would fink her, if fhe fliould be 
bought into an engagement. 

On the 3d of September the French fquadron anchored four leagues 
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and ftores in- 
tended for the fiege Here a part of the troops was landed, and march- 
ing along the coaft advanced the next day within cannon foot of the 
town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed The whole confifted 
of 1100 Europeans, 400 Cafires, and 400 Indian natives, difciplmed 
in the European manner. There remained on board of the fquadron 
1 -800 European mariners 
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Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais direded hxs attack agarnft the White Town, 
in which die Englifli refided die northern fide of this divifion could 
not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the nest divifion almoft 
touched the wall, winch leparated them from each other the eaftem 
fide could only be battered from the fea , but the fouth and weft 
lay open to the plain On the 7th of September the French began to 
bombard the town, from a battery of nine mortars, which they eredted 
to die weftward, under the flielter of a large houfe within 500 yards of 
the walls. In the evening three of their largeft fhips drew as near as the 
depth of water would permit, and cannonaded the town In the night 
Mr. De la Bourdonnais was flung into great perplexity by receiving a 
letter from Mr Dupleix, which informed him that fome large flups 
were feen to the louthward of Pondicherry, which news was contra- 
dicted in the morning by a fecond letter but it is laid that thefirft cauled 
Jo much alarm In the French camp, that they were preparing to relhip 
die heavy cannon which they had landed , 

On the 8th of September the French had fimflied a battery of five 
mortars to the fouth, and bombarded the town without mtcmnlfion un- 
til the next morning, when two Englifli deputies went to their camp, 
to treat widi Mr De la Bourdonnais, whom they found inflexible m 
lus relblution to have the town delivered up to him on his own terms, 
tor he was determined, from the apprehenfion of the return of the 
Englifli fquadron, to give a general afiault with lus troops augmented 
by a large reinforcement of failors from his flaps As foon as the 
deputies returned, the bombardment recommenced, and continued 
until the evening, when it was fufpended for two hours, during the con- 
ference of another deputy fent from the town , after which it continued 
during the reft of the night 

The next morning, the 1 oth of September, the deputies returned to the 
French camp, and, after fome altercations, contented to the articles of ca- 
pitulation, which had been dictated to them m the firft conference It 
was agreed that the Englifli ftiould Untender themfelves pnfoners of 
war that the tow*n fliould be immediately delivered up, but that it 

fhould 
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fliould be afterwards ranfomed. Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais gave his 
promifc that he would fettle the ranfom on cafy and moderate terms. 

The capitulation was flgncd in die afternoon, when Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais put himfclf at die head of a large body of troops, and marched 
to die gates, where he received die keys from the governor. The Frenchi 
colours were immediately diiplayed ; and, at the fame time, the Englifli 
flup belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, was 
taken poflcffion of widiout refinance by the boats of the French fqua- 
dron. There was not a man killed in die French camp during the fiege . 
four or five Engliflimen were killed in the town by the explofion of the 
bombs, which likcwife deftroyed two or three houfes 

The Englifh inhabitants were permitted to refide without moleftation 
in their houfes , but the magazines and ware-houfes belonging to the 
Eaft India company were taken poflcffion of by the French commit 
fanes. 

On the day in which MadrafS was furrendered, a mefienger from 
the Nabob An’war-adean Khan, difpatched for more expedition 
on a camel, amved at Pondicherry, and delivered to Mt. Dupleix 
a letter, m which- the Nabob exprefled great furpnze at the pre- 
fumption of the French m attacking Madrafs without his permiifion, 
and threatned to fend his army there,, if the fiege was not immedi- 
ately railed. Mr. Dupleix fent direfhons to his agent at Arcot to pacify 
the Nabob, by promifing that die town, if taken,, fliould be given up to 
him , and by reprefenting, that the Englifh would certainly be willing 
to pay him a large fum of money for the refhtution of fo valuable a pof- 
feffion It was by this tranfadtion that Mr Dupleix" firft difeovered 
his pretenfions to the right of difpofing of Madrafs, which he thought 
was mvefted in himfelf as governor general, of the French eftablifliments 
in Indoftan 

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commiffionj did not 
admit of this authority in the governor of Pondicherry, and*, conform- 
able to his promife, proceeded to treat with the Englifhifor die ranfom 
of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondicherry protefted 
againft the treaty, as a meafure highly detrimental to the intertfts of 
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1746. their nation, which, they faid, would be fecrificed to private advantages, 

— v*-' if Madrafs was not razed to the ground. ' 

On the 27th of September three fhips of war, difpatched from 
France arnved at Pondicherry. One of thefe mounted 72 guns, 
and each of the other two 40: they had on board 1360 men. With 
this addition, the French force feemed fufficient to a/furc Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais of fuccefs in the enterpnzes which he was meditating 
againft the reft of the Englilh eftabliftiments. His vexation was 
therefore extreme, at the delays which all his operations liifiered from - 
the protefts and contradidtions of Mr. Dupleix and die council of 
Pondicherry. 

However die efte&s of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bourdonnais in- 
tended to carry away in his {hips, were put on board by the ill of 
Odtober, and two of them had Billed to Pondicherry. Mr Dupleix was 
not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr. Dela Bourdonnais 
was determined not to leave Madrafs before the governor and council 
of Pondicherry'had given their approbation at the fame time his ex- 
perience in the navigation of India fully apprized him of the danger to 
which his fhips were expofed, by remaining on the coaft of 
at this critical feafbn of the year. 

In India the year is divided into two feafons. From the month of 
Odtober to March the winds blow from the north, and during the reft 
of the year from the fouthem points of the compafs : thefe feafons are 
by mariners called monfoons : the change from one to the other is gene- 
rally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, m which calms, or 
light and uncertain winds prevail : the fettmg in of the northern monfoon 
generally fells out feme time in the month of Odtober, as that of the 
fouthem in the month of April. On the coaft of Coromandel the 
northern monfoon fometimes begins with a violent tempeft or hurricane 
and if the monfoon fets in with moderation, it is often produdbve of 
tempeftuous weather at different intervals, Until (the middle of December, 
fo that it is held dangerous for any veflels to remain on die coaft after 
the 15th of Odtober,- or to return to it before the 20th of December. 

On 
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On the 2d of October die weather was remarkably fine and moderate 1746. 
all day. About midnight a funous ftorm arofe, and continued with the 
greateft violence until the noon of the next day. Six of the French fliips 
were in die road when the ftorm began, and not one of them was to 
be feen at day break. One put before the wind, and was driven fo much 
to the fouthward, that fhe was not able to gam the coaft again • the 
70 gun flup loft all her mafts * three others of the fquadron were like- 
wife difmafted, and had fo much water in the hold, that the people on 
board expected every minute to penfli, notwithftandmg they had thrown 
over board all the cannon of the lower tier* the other flnp dunng the 
few moments of a whirlwind which happened in the moft funous part 
of the ftorm, was covered by the waves, and foundered m an mftant, 
and only fix of the crew efcaped alive Twenty other veflels be- 
longing to different nations, were cither drove on fliore, or penlhed atfea- 

The other two fhips of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s fquadron, laden with 
'part of the effefts taken out of Madrafs, together with the three flaps 
lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor in the road of Pondicherry,, 
where they felt no effedt of the ftorm which was raging at Madrafs : 

It is obferved, that the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confined 
to 60 or 80 miles m breadth, although in their progrefs they generally 
blow quite acrofs the Bay of Bengal. 

The articles of the treaty of ranfom had been adjufted the day before- 
the ftorm happened. It was agreed that the French fhould evacuate the 
town by the 4th of O&ober ; and by one of the articles, the artillery and 
warlike ftores remaining in the town, were to be equally divided be- 
tween die French and Englifh 

Mr Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he 
Would not interfere in any tranfadtions with the Englifh after his depar- 
ture, unlefs the French remained in pofleflion of Madrafs for fo much v 
time as might be neceflary to adjuft alldifcuflions arifingfrom the treaty. 

Mr De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to the Englifh, the neceflity 
to which he was reduced by the obftinacy of Mr. Dupleix, of extend- 
ing for -three months, the term in which he had agreed to put them m 

pofleflion 
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1746. poffefiion of the town: the Enghfli, apprchcnfne that if they rcfufcd to 

— \ — ' admit of this alteration, they (hould be left to the mercy of Mr Duplcix 
without a treaty, acquicfced in tins propofal , and the treaty w as figned 
on the 10th of Odtobci. 

All the merchandizes, and a part of die military (lores, belonging 
to the Eaft India company, together widi naval (lores belonging to the 
company, to die Enghfli fquadron, and to the inhabitants of Madrafs, 
had been laden on board of the French (hips * thefe articles, according to 
die computation made by the Trench, amounted to 130,000 pounds 
(lerling, and the gold and (liver of which diej took pofieflion to die 
value of 31,000 pounds (lerling, and that half of the artillery and 
militaiy (lores, which dicy were to cany away after Mr Dc la 
Bourdonnais's departure, was cftimatcd at 24,000 pounds (lerling. 
After thefe cffcdls had been made die property of the French Eaft 
India company, Mr De la Bourdonnais gave up to die Enghfli, 
and the other inhabitants, all the cffcdls and merchandizes belong- 
ing to them, evCept naval (lores It was agreed that die French 
(liould evacuate the tow*n before the end of the enfumg January, 
after which theEnglifli were to remain in poffeflion of it, without being 
attacked by them again dunng the w’ar. Upon diefc conditions die 
governor and council of Madrafs agreed to pay the fum of 1,100,000 
pagodas, or 440,000 pounds (lerling Of this fum 240,000 pounds 
were to be paid at Pondicheny, by fix equal payments, before die mondi 
of Odlober in the year 1749 and for the remaining 200,000 pounds, 
bills w’ere drawn an die Eaft India company in London, payable a few 
months after diey (liould be prefented. The Enghfli gate hoftages for 
the performance of this treaty. 

On the 12th of Odlober, Mr. De la Bourdonnais imeftedoneof the 
council of Pondicheny, appointed by Mr Duplei\, with the government 
of Madrafs and went on board of his ow»n (lup, which hid been 
refitted with jury malls He anchored m the road of Pondicherry on 
the 15th, and failed from thence the 20th with feven (hips, intending to 
proceed to Aching but forefeeing that a part of them would probably 
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l>c unable (0 reach that port, he formed the fquadron into two divifions, 1746. 
one confided of the three ihips which arrived lnft from Europe, together u *v" 1 
with mother that had cfcapcd the dorm . thefe were all in good condi- 
tion, and were therefore ordered to make thur way to Aclun, without 
waiting for the other do. ifion, which confided of Mr Dc la Bourdonnais's 
70 gun flup, one that hrd been difmadcd, and a merchant flup which 
had hkcwifc fuficred in the dorm. The four found flups \cry foon failed 
out of fight of thur comrades , and Mr Dc la Bourdonnais, finding that 
the diattercd condition of the other three rendered them incapable of 
gaming their dedined port againd the \10lcncc of a contrary wind, made 
fail for the ifland of Mauritius, where they armed in the beginning of 
December without any accident He foon after left Mauritius, which, 
from a foreft, he had rendered a flounflung colony, and the arfcnal of all 
the Trench militaiy expeditions in India Every body knows the treat- 
ment lie reccn cd on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr Du- 
plcix had influence enough at the court to get him confined to the 
baftile, where he remained a pnfoncr almoft three jears. upon an exa- 
mination of his condudt, lus juftification, proved by original papers 
which have been made public, procured him lus liberty Had he fur- 
aivcd the fubfequent ill fucccflcs of lus nation at lea, lus abilities would 
probably have raifcd him to the higheft commands in the navy of 
Trance His knowledge m mechanics rendered him capable of build- 
ing a flup from the keel lus fkill in navigation, of conducing her 
to any part of the globe* and lus courage, of defending her againd 
any equal force In the condudt of an expedition, he fupenntcndcd 
all the details of the fervicc, without being perplexed either with 
■the variety or number of them His plans were Ample, lus orders 
prccifc, and both the beft adapted to the fervicc in which lie was en- 
gaged His application was mccflant, and difficulties ferved only to 
heighten his activity, which always gave the example of zeal to thofe he 
commanded ' 

The ftorm to which the French fquadron had been expofed, 
rumed the marine force of that nation in India, and preferved 
the Englifli cftabhffiments fiom imminent danger* but, at die fame 
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time, this difafler gave fuch an addition of ftrength to the French 
eftablifliments in the Carnatic, that the events which have fincc happened 
on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to have been die confcqucncc of that 
augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry acquired after the French 
fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attempting any farther expedi- 
tions Mr De la Bourdonnais left behind him 1 zoo difciplmcd men , 450 
more were landed out of the three flups which came laft into India, and 
8 or 900 fiulors taken out of the flups that remained on the coaft were 
difciplmcd as foldiers. By this addition, the whole of die French troops 
on the coaft of Coromandel amounted to a body of 3000 men. 

The Nabob An'war-adean Khan, very foon after the French had taken 
Madrafs, began to fufpedl, or had difcovercd that the promife which Mr. 
Dupleix had made to put him m pofleflion of the town, was a fraud 
employed to divert him from giving the Enghfli any afliftancc during the 
fiege He determined to revenge this affront by laying fiegc to Madrafs , 
which he made no doubt of taking from the French, w'lth as much cafe 
as diey had taken it from die Enghfli . for meafunng the mditaiy abilities 
of the Europeans, by the great refpedt and humility widi which they had 
hidierto earned themfelvcs in all dieir tranfadhons with the Mogul go- 
vernment, he imagined that this fubmiflion in their behaviour proceed- 
ed from a confcioufnefs of the fupenor military prowefs of the Moors 

Some troops from Arcot were armed in the neighbourhood of Madrafs 
before Mr De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and loon after die Moors 
formed a camp of 10,000 men, under the command of Maphnze 
Khan the Nabob’s eldeft fon, who caufed the town to be mvefted on all 
fides two deputies were immediately fent to treat with him, and diefe 
he kept pnfoners The French in Madrafs had received orders from Mr 
Dupleix, not to commit any hoftihties agauift the Moots, until the h*ft 
extremity , and this inaction was interpreted by them as the effedt of 
fear Having received information of the difpofitions which Mr De la 
Bourdonnais had made for the attack of die place, they endeavoured to 
copy them ; ard brought great heaps of figgots and earth to the fpot 
where he had credted one of the batteries of mortars . here they in- 
tended to form a battery of their cannon, which were fo old, as not to 
be fired without nfk to diofe who managed them. 


A 
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A (hallow river ran along the wtftcrn-fidc of Modrafs . its outlet to 1746. 
the fea was about 700 jards to the Couth of the White Town j but j— v*— > 

this was generally flopped by a mound, formed of the fands, which 
were continually thrown up by the furf This obftru&ion confining the 
waters of the river, rendered it of as much defence as a wet ditch to 
that part of the town bj which it pificd The Nabob’s army intended 
tocfbaladc the Black Town, of which the walls were low, and the baf- 
tions of very little flrcngth ; this had been the project of Mr. De la 
Bourdonmis To facilitate their approach to the walls in a general af- 
fault, they employed a great number of men to cut through the mound 
of fand, a practice which they were informed the Enghfli always made 
ufc of, whenever they thought it ncccflary to dram the river At the 
fame time a large body of troops took pofkflion of a (pring laying about 
three miles to the north of the town, winch was the only fourcc from 
which the inhabitants were fuppltcd with good water. Thefe mcafurcs 
(hewed a degree of intelligence very uncommon m the military operations 
of the Moors. The French finding the waters of the river dccrcafe, 
and their communication with the lpnng interrupted, determined to com- 
mence hoftiIitic c , and fired from the baflions of the Black and White 
Town, upon the Moors, wherever they appeared, who immediately re- 
treated from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were cx- 
pofed to this fire , but ftill kept poffcfiion of the ground near the fpring, 
which was out of the rcacli of cannon-fliot from the town 

The next day, being die 22d of Odtober, a body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of die town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob’s army, which w nscncampcd to the north-weft, 
between the Town and the fpring Their cavalry mounted on 
the firft alarm, and uniting their fquadrons, advanced with the ap- 
pearance of refolution to the attack of the French detachment. 

None of the Moors had ever (ccn field pieces employed againft 
them , and had no conception, that it was pofliblc to fire, with exe- 
cution, the lame piece of cannon five or fix rimes m a minute j for 
m the aukward management of thur own clumfey artillery, they 
think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an hour. The 
French detachment concealed their two field pieces behind their line, 
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1746. until die enemy's cavalry approached near enough to feel the full tffc£l 
1— -v*-' of them The line now opened to the right and left, and the field pieces 
immediately began to play with great vivacity through the interval their 
fire was well dircited , two or three of the enemy’s horfes were flruck 
down by the firft difchargc, which put their whole body into confufion : 
however they kept their ground for fomc time, as if \\ aiting for an m- 
termiflion of this new and unexpected fire, but, finding that it con- 
tinued with the fame vivacity, they were ftruck with a panic, and took 
to flight with great precipitation, leaving the French to plunder their 
tents and baggage, without daring to interrupt them by a fccond onfet 
Several parties were detached to diflodge the Moors from the different 
mclofurcs of which they had taken poffcflion , and thefc troops were no 
fooner fired upon than difpcrfcd The French took two pieces of can- 
non, which they found fo little fit for fcrvicc, that they flung them 
into a well . they killed about 70 Moors m the attack, and returned 
into the town without the lols of a man 

Maphuze Khan, after this defeat, immediately collected all his troops, 
from the different quarters which they occupied round Madrafs, into one 
camp, about two miles to tire weftward of the town - but upon hearing 
that the French expeCted a reinforcement from Pondicherry, he quitted 
this camp the next day, and took poffeffion of St Thome, a town 
fituated about four miles to the fouth of Madrafs 

This place, once in the poffeffion of the Portuguefe, and during the 
time of their profperity in India famous for the fplendor and riches of 
its inhabitants, has long fince been reduced to a town of little note or 
refort, although it ftill gives title to a Portuguefe bifliop The town lwd 
no defence, excepting here and there the remains of a rujncd w all a 
river ran into the fea from the weft, about a quarter of a mile to the 
fouth of the town. Maphuze Khan took poffcflion of the ftrand be- 
tween the river and the town with his whole army, and planted his 
artillery along the bank of the river. 

On the 24th of October the French detachment arrived, by break of 
day, at the bank of the river oppofite to St Thome, and found the 
Nabob’s troops-, horfe as well as foot, drawn up on the other fide, to 
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oppofc their pffiage Itlnd been concerted, that a party of 400 men 1746 
(hould march Iro.n Madras, and attack the Moor on the northern fide ■ v— 
of the town, at the fame time tint the detachment from Pondicherry 
attacked them on the fouth The troops from Madrafs failed to arrive 
in time, but the other detachment, notvv ithfttnding this difappomtmcnt, 
advanced without hcfitition to the attack The river was fordable, and 
they polled it without lofs, notv* ithflanding they were c\polld to the 
fire of the cncnt/« artillery, which, as ufual, v. as very ill ferv’ed As 
f»a as they had gained the oppofitc bank, they gave a general fire of 
their fmall arms, and then prefied on to attack the enemy w ith their 
bn oncts The Moor, unaccuflomcd to fuch hardy and precipitate 
onfus, gave way, and retreated into the town, where they again made 
? fiicw of rcfifiancc from behind fomc pallifadocs which they had 
planted in different parts of the fouth fide of the town The French 
continued to adv ancc ‘'gamft: them in good order, and no fooncr fired 
from three or four platoons than the Moors gave way again ; and the 
liorfc and foot foiling back promilcnoufly on each other in the narrow 
(facets of the tow n, the confufion of die throng vv as fo great, that they 
remained for fomc time expo fed to the fire of the French, without 
making any rcfiftancc, or without being able to retreat Many were 
killed before the whole army could get out of the town, and gain 
the plain to die wcflvvard- Their general, Maphuze Khan, mounted 
on an elephant, on which die great ftandard of the Carnatic was 
difplajcd, vas one of the firft who made his efcape The Moors 
were fcarccly fled out of the town before the detachment from Madrafs 
arrived, and a (Tided m the pillage of the enemy’s baggage, among which 
were fomc valuable effects The French took many horfes and oxen, 
and fomc camels It is find, that after the battle they murdered fevcral 
of the Moors whom they found concealed in the houfes they were plun- 
dering This defeat (truck fuch a terror into Maphuze Khan, and the 
’Nabob's army, that they retreated out of the country about Madrafs, 
and foon after returned to Arcot 

It was now more than a century fince any of the European nations had' 
gained a decifivc advantage in war agamft the officers of the Great 
Mogul The experience of former unfucccfsful enterprizes, and the 
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1746 fcantmefs of military abilities which prevailed in all the colonies, from 
j a long difufe of arms, had perfiiadcd the Europeans cftablilhcd in 
Indoftan, that the Moors were a brave and formidable enemy , when 
the French at once broke through the charm of this timorous opinion, 

, by defeating a whole army with a Angle battalion 

The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the Moors 
at St Thome, was a Swifs, named Paradis. He had gained the favour 
uf Mr Dupleix, by mamfefting a violent enmity againft Mr DclaBour- 
donnais and Mr Dupleix regarding him as the moft proper perfon to 
carry into execution any oppofition to Mr De la Bourdonnais’s mca- 
fures, appointed Paradis governor of Madrafs At the fame time, the 
French inhabitants of Pondicherry, inftrufted by Mr Dupleix’ s cmiffa- 
nes, affemblcd and drew up a reprefentation, addreffed to Mr Dupleix 
and the council, m which they fet forth the neccffity, as they pre- 
tended, of annulling the treaty of ranfom. Mr Dupleix and the 
council of Pondicherry, affedhng to refpedt the general voice of the in- 
habitants, which they had fuborned, inftrufted Paradis to execute this re- 
folution. On the 30th of October, the inhabitants of Madrafs were 
called together , the French garnfon was drawn up under arms, and a 
mamfefto, addreffed to the Englilh, was publicly read This paper con- 
tained die following declaration and injunctions • 

The treaty of ranfom made with Mr De la Bourdonnais was declared 
null. The Englilh were enjoined to deliver up the keys of all maga- 
zines without exception all merchandizes, plate, provifions, warlike 
ftores, and horfes, were declared the property of the French company, 
but the Englilh were permitted to difpofe of their moveables, cloaths, 
and the jewels of the women they were required to give their parole 
not to ferve againft the French nation until they ftiould be exchanged, 
and it was declared, that thofe who refiifed to obey this injunihon, 
would be arrefted and fent to Pondicherry All, excepting fuch as were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the French King, were ordered 
to quit the town in four days, and were prohibited from taking up their 
refidence within the bounds of Madrafs, or m any of the counby houfes 
belonging to the Enghlh without thofe bounds. 
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Such injurious and diftrefsful terms aggravated the iniquity of that 1746. 
breach of public faith which produced them. ' v— ■ v— 

The French put their manifefto into execution with the utmoft 
rigour, and took pofleffion of the effe£ts of the Englifh with an avanti- 
ous exadtitude rarely pradhfed by thofe who fuddenly acquire valuable 
booties the fortunes of moft of the Englifli inhabitants were ruined. 

The governor and feveral of the principal inhabitants were conduced, 
by an efcort of 400 men, to Pondicherry, here Mr Dupleix, under 
pretence of doing them honour, caufed them to enter the town in an often- 
tatious proceffion, which expofed them to the view of 50,000 Ipedtators, 
like priloners led in triumph Others of the inhabitants, with feveral 
of the military officers, determined not to give the parole which was re- 
quired of them , and alledged, very juftly, that the breach of the treaty 
of ranfom releafed them from that which they had given to Mr De la 
Bourdonnais thefe made their efeape out of the town by night, and, 
travelling by various routs through die country, went to the Englifli fet- 
dement of Fort St David * 

The Eaft India company was here in pofleffion of a territory larger 
dian that of Madrafs it had been purchafed, about a hundred years 
before, from the Indian prince of the country , and their tide to it was 
confirmed by die Mogul’s viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car- 
natic The fort was fituated near the fea r 2 miles to the fouth of 
Pondicherry It was fmall, but better fortified than any of its fize in 
India, and ferved as a citadel to the company’s territory About a mile 
to the fouth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalore, in which the prin- 
cipal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent on the 
company refided Its form was an oblong fquare, extending 1 200 yards 
from north to fouth, and 900 from eaft to weft . Three of its fides were 
defended by walls flanked with baftions * that to the fea was for the 
greateft part open , but a river paffing from the weftward between Fort 
St David and the town of Cuddalore, directed its courfe parallel to the 
eaftern fide of the town, of which it wafhed the fkirts , and was fepa- 
rated from the fea by a mound of fand, which the furf throws upon the 
fhore in moft parts of the coaft To the weftward of the fort, and within 
the company’s terntory, were two or three populous villages, inha- 
bited 
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1746. bited by the natives The government of Fort St David depended 
— -v — > on that of Madrafs, to which it was immediately the nc\t in rank : 
but on the breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company’s agents 
at Fort St David, regarding thofc of Madrafs as prifoncrs to the French, 
took upon themfclves the general admmiftration of the Eaft India com- 
pany’s affairs on the coaft of Coromandel 

They began their admmiftration by applying to the Nabob of Arcot 
for his afliftance againft the French, by whom they expedted every day , 
to be attacked The defeat of Maphuzc Khan had irritated the Moors 
fo much againft that nation, that the Nabob readily engaged to fend Ins 
army to Fort St David, on condition that the Enghfti would furmfti a 
part of the expence of maintaining it This propofal was agreed to, 
and the army prepared to take the field m two bodies, one commanded * 
by Maphuzc Khan, and the other by Ins brother Mahomcd-nlly 

In the beginning of December Mr Dupleix recalled Paradis from 
Madrafs, intending to give him the command of an expedition lie was 
preparing at Pondicherry againft Fort St David Paradis fet out with a 
detachment of 300 Europeans, and took die opportunity of this efcort 
to cariy away the booty he had acquired m die admmiftration of lus go- 
vernment it confiftcd of valuable effects, which were packed m 50 or 
60 cbefts. Maphuzc Khan had publicly fwom to revenge die defeat of 
St Thome , and being apprized of the march of the French detachment, 
refolved to intercept them, and placed himfelf, with the troops under 
his command, confiftmg of 3000 horfc and 2000 foot, twenty miles 
to the fouth of Madrafs The care of his baggage made Paradis 
divide his men into two bodies, between which marched the Indians, 
called Coolies, who carried his chefls Maphuze Khan directed his at- 
tacks againft the body in the rear his cavalry hovered about this- part 
of the French line at times, with the appearance of men determined to 
charge fword m hand, they galloped up to it, but retreated as foon as the 
French had formed themfelves. The infantry of Maphuze Khan, armed 
with matchlocks, fired from behind thickets and other covers upon the 
detachment, but at too great a diftancc to do execution When the Moors 
firft began their attack, the French were at the diftance of nine miles from 
the Dutch fettlement of Sadras, and intended to gam that town before 
3 night . 
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night • but the frequent halts which they 'were obliged to make m order 1746. 
to oppofe the enemy greatly retarded their march Paradis, grown anxious ~«~* J 
for the prefervation of his baggage, ordered it to move on before the 
advanced guard, and then marched away with that body, leaving the 
rear to maintain the fight as they could The rear did not lofe courage 
by this feparation They continued to oppofe the Moors with vigoui, 
and made their way good to Sadrafs, but not without the lofs of 1 2 
Europeans, who were taken pnfoners in different onfets Maphuze Khan 
gave out that he had defeated the French, and fhewed his pnfoners as 
an inconteftible mark of the victory, which, he faid, he had gained : 

And indeed the behaviour of Paradis after his arrival at Sadrafs ferved 
to confirm the Moors m the opinion, that they had retaliated tne dis- 
grace of St Thome , for he did not venture to' proceed on his march 
until he had been reinforced by a large detachment fent to his affiflance 
from Pondicherry. Maphuze Khan, fatisfied with the advantage he 
had gained, left the fea-coaft the day after the adfion, and proceeded to 
join his brothei Mahomed-ally, who had'taken the field 
1 The troops deftmed to attack Fort St David aflembled at Anan- 
■copang, a fmall Fort built by the French about two miles to the 
fouth-weft of Pondicherry, and about one mile and a half from the 
fea . but Mr Dupleix could not prevail on the officers to -admit Mr, 

Paradis to command them, in prejudice of the right of his feniors in the 
fervice The command therefore was given to Mr Bury, the oldeft 
officer of the French troops in India > 

The European troops In the fervice of the colonies eftabhfhed in 
Indoftan, never confift mtirely of natives of that country to which the 
colony belongs on the contrary, one half at leaft is compofed of men 
of all the nations in Europe The' chnftians, who call themfelvcs 
Portuguefe, always form part of a garrifon they are little fupenor 
in courage to the lower cafts of Indians, and greatly inferior to the 
higher cafts, as well as to the northern Moors of Indoftan , but be- 
caufe they learn the manual exercife and the duties of a parade with 
fufhcient readmefs, and are clad like Europeans, they are incorporated 
into the companies of European troops From wearing a hat, thefc 
pretended Portuguefe obtained amongft the natives of India the name of 

M Topafles j 
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1746. Topaffesj by which name the Europeans likewife diftmguifh them. The 
— v—' Indian natives, and Moors, who arc trained in the European manner, 
are called Sepoys . in taking our arms and military cxcrcifc, they do not 
quit their own drefs or any other of their cuftoms The Sepoys arc formed 
into companies and battalions, and commanded by officers of their own 
nation and religion Thofe troops of the natives, who bring with them 
their own arms, and continue their own manner of ufing them, retain 
the names they bear m their fevcral countries On the coaft of Coro- 
mandel the Europeans difhnguifh all the different kinds of undifeiphned 
mihua by the general name of Peons, and comprehend under this name 
troops armed with fwords and targets, with bows and arrows, with pikes 
and lances, widi matchlocks, and even with mufqucts. 

On the 8th of December at night the French army fet out from. 
Anancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of day, at the 
river Panna, which runs into the fea about a mile and a half to the 
north of Fort St David their force confided of 1700 men, for the 
moft part Europeans, of which 50 were cavalry • they had one or two 
companies of Caffre Oaves, natives of Madagafcar and of the caffcrn 
coaft of Africa : thefe had been difciplined^ and were brought into 
India, by Mr De la Bourdonnais Their artdlcry confided of fix field 
pieces, and as many mortars 

The garrifon of fort St David,, with the addition of the officers and 
foldrers who had made their efcape from Madrafs, confided of no more 
than 200 Europeans, and looTopafies Thefe were intended to de- 
fend the fort and as the Nabob’s behaviour, when Madrafs was at- 
tacked by De la Bourdonnais, had caufld the Enghfli to doubt of hi» 
afliftance, they hired 2000 Pcans for the defence of Cuddalorc and 
the company’s terntory, and diftnbutcd 8 or 900 mufquets amongft 
them At this tune the Englifh on the coaft of Coromandel had not 
adopted the idea of training the Indian natives in the European dis- 
cipline^, notw«hftand.ng the French had. fet the example, by railing 
four or five companies of Sepoys at Pondicherry 

The French Army eroded die river Panna, and entered the com- 
pany’s territory without meeting with any othir oppofition than the fire, 
of fome of the Peons > who galled them a little from behind thickets,. 

and 


3 



Bo s A I, lit stop v or Titr Carnatic 83 

**-~d other covers; hi* retreated n« foon at the Trench fired upon 1746* 
them with the.r f.*ld-p rce* At the thfimcc of a mite and Inlf to the v- -v'— 
r^th-w ell o’* To't S' David wav a country honfc appointed for the rc- 
J.’ci'vt of the go. crow, behind which, to the north, was a Iirgc garden 
i <.*]**«! with a b\cJ. w -ill, 3rd brfo-e the hoti/e, to the touch, a court 
with h’i Id np* ci each fi’c of it The Trench pafied the mcr at .a 
Jo'd width vv." al-wjt 3 <| *-rtcr of a rode from the garden, and advmccd 
to tike pc ,r cfi 0 1 cf it . lire a*, • 1 they found fomc Peons, wiio made 
a little irffLnce, but were fcva.i ibfiodgcd. Mr. Duplcix* had af- 
filed the commander of the Trench troops, that the Enghfii had 
r-i been able to prevail with the Nabob to lend more than 1500 
men to their afiiftarcc , *nd lie w ->s io much perfuaded of the truth 
of d *s information, tint he had given Mr Bury pofitivc o-ders to march 
through the Co »p*ny*$ territory dircidy to the town of Cuddalorc, 
v ithout lofing -ny time in reconno.tnrg, or in w airng for intelligence. 

Tiic Trench, hiving hitherto met with no other rcfifiar.ee than from the 
irregular Amvllies of die Peon*, were confirmed in the belief of what 
Mr. Duplcrc Jrd '■ firmed. I*rom this confidence the foldicrs, fatigue.! 
wi’h a march of twelve mile', were permitted, as foon as dicy hid taken 
p'-TciTion of die garden, to In down their arms, and the officers neg- 
lected to ftadon guards, or to talc the ufual precautions which arc ge- 
nerally thought indifpcnfablc agimft a furprize In a few minutes die 
V hole army had quitted their armr, and every man was firagghng ac- 
cording to his own lnchirtion Some v ere cutting wood to drefs 
their meal, lomc were cooking it, fomc were eating, and odiers were 
laid down to ficcp. The Coolies employed in carrying die baggage, 
together with the Indians who conduced the camels, carts, and o\cn 
which were laden with it, haft cncd to arrive at the flation of repofe; 

->nd, as foon as they' had difeharged the baggage promifoiou/ly in the 
court before die garden-houfe, they followed the example of the foldicrs, 
and difpcrfed Such was die general difordcr, when a large body 
of forces, horfc and foot, were difeovered approaching in good order 
from the weftward, at the diftance of a mile. Thefe troops were the 
Nabob’s army, under the command of his Ions Maphuzc Khan and Ma- 
homcd-ally, y/ho having united the forces they fcparatcly commanded, 
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1746. formed a body of 6000 horfe and 3000 foot, which had armed the 
— v— ' preceding day on the plain of Chimondaluni, four miles to the w eft of 
Fort St David. 

Every man w as confcious of the general difordcr , his fenfe of it in- 
creased the terror excited by the unexpefted appearance of the Nabob’s 
army , and the foldiers loft all confidence in their officers by whole neg- 
left they wxrc expofed to w'lwt tficj thought fuch imminent danger 
they ran to tlieir arms in confiifion , their fears prevented them from 
perceiving the advantage of tliur fituntion in the garden, where cavalry 
could make no imprefiion , and they imagined that the only means of 
favmg themfelves was to recrofs the river before they could be attacked 
Hurried away by this notion, they rallied out of the garden into the 
plain, moving on with precipitation and without order, towards the river , 
but the Nabob’s troops came up with them before they arm cd there 

The Peons of the Nabob’s army, joined by thofc belonging to the 
Englilh who had rallied, fired upon them from all fidcs The men 
belonging to the French artillery had not participated of the general 
confiifion, but retreated m good order, and kept up a conftant fire from 
the field-pieces upon the enemy’s cavalry Thefc, m large fquadrons, 
'accompanied their Peons, and at times advanced fword m hand upon 
the mam body of the French, but were alwajs beat back by the 
fire of their artillery As foon as the French troops had gamed die 
bank, they plunged into the nver, where the waiter was four feet deep ", 
and now their panic was fo great, that one half of the men flung away 
their arms before they readied the other fide * but the artillery con- 
tinued to prelerve their courage and order, and faved die field-pieces, 
which they tranfported over the river one after another, turning them 
again upon the enemy as foon as diey were landed on the oppolite 
bank 

The Englilh at Fort St David were apprized of the arrival of the 
Nabob s army at Chimondalum , and the whole garnfon, excepting 50 
Topaffes, fallied out as foon as they perceived the Trench retreating, 
but did not come up m time to aflift in interrupting their paflage 
o'er the river Having prevailed upon the Nabob’s army to accom- 
pany them, they advanced in purfuit of the French, but did not over- 
take 
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marched 20 miles inland, burning and deftroying all the villages they 
came to they met with no rcfiftancc in their way , for the inhabitants 
took to flight as they approached , and die Nabob had no troops in that 
part of his countiy The French found large quantities of grain m 
foveral places, which, for want of means to carry it away, dicy let fire to 
They gained no advantage by tins expedition j for the Moors remained 
at Fort St David, and the Nabob was more exafperated than before 
On the 9th of Januaty die four Hups, that compofed the largcft di- 
vifion of the fquadron in which Mr. de la Bourdonnais quitted die coaft, 
returned from Achm to Pondicherry Mr Duplcix informed the Nabob 
of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force which Pondicherry 
received from it, and at the fame time reprefented the Enghfli at Fort 
St David as a handful of men abandoned by die reft of dieir coun- 
tiymen. The princes of Indoftan, as well as their fubjc&s, take no 
pains to inform diemfdves of any affairs excepting thole of their own 
country The long abfencc of the Enghfli fquadron, joined to the pre- 
cipitation with which it had quitted the coaft in September, concurred 
with Mr Dupleix’s aflertions, to make the Moors believe that the Eng- 
lifh concerns in India were becoming defperate The governments 
of Indoftan have no idea of national honour in die condudt of dieir 
politics , and as foon as they think the party with whom dicy are engaged 
is reduced to great diftrefs, they fhift, without hefitation, their alliance to 
the oppofite fide, making immediate advantage the only rule of their 
addon The Nabob ordered his fbn Maphuzc Khan to liften to Mr 
Dupleix’s propofals of an accommodation, and font back to Pondicherry 
the two deputies who had been detained pnfoners by Maphuzc Khan, 
when he invefted Madrafs One of thefe pnfoners was nephew to Mr. 
Dupleix, and the other a member of the council of Pondicherry they 
had been kept at Arcot dunng their captivity, and were perhaps the 
only Europeans, excepting fome vagabonds and Jefuits, who had made 
fo long a refidence in the capital of the Carnatic, fince the province had 
been conquered by the Great Mogul The Moors had hitherto been 
careful to prevent Europeans from informing themfelves of the ftate of 
the country, and the Europeans, folely employed m commerce, were 
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fo little foheitous of acquiring fucli information, that at this time they 1747. 
knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi. % — 

But Mr. Duplciv, while he was perfuadmg the Nabob that the 
Englith affairs were without rciburcc, was himfclf apprehenfive of the 
return of their fquadron, and did not think the (hips armed from Achin 
a force fufHeient to encounter it : therefore, as loon as he found that 
there was a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the affiffancc of 
the Enghfli, he ordered the ffups to quit the coaft of Coromandel. 

The) left Pondicherry the Sth of February, and liulcd to Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguclc Icttlcmcnts in India. A few days after, Ma- 
phurc Khan went to Pondicherry', where he was received with pomp 
and much refpett Mr Duplcix paid him 50,000 rupees in money, 
and made Turn a prefent of European trinkets to the value of 100,000 
rupees more . a peace was concluded between the French and the Na- 
bob, who recalled his army from Fort St David. The Engliffi at Fort 
St David had not hitherto received any fupplics either from Europe or 
the colonics in India. 

An Eaft India ffup from England appeared in light of Madrafs in the 
month of November, and ignorant of die lofs of the place, approached 
the road. Mr Paradis, who was then governor, upon delaying the 
ffup, ordered Englilh colours to be hoiftcd in the tow n, and lent a de- 
tachment of foldiers on board the Eaft India ffup that the French had 
taken on the day that Madrafs lurrcndcrcd, which was at anchor m the 
road weakly manned This Hup hkcwifc hoiftcd Fngliffi colours. The. 
ffup from the fca eaft archor, v ithout any fulpicion, near the prize, 
which immediately arackcd her, but in fo unfkilful a manner, that 
Paradis began to apprehend the prize hcrftlf would be taken Her 
therefore began to fire from all the batteries in the town that commanded 1 
the read upen the Enghfli fhip, which, difcovenng by thclc hoftilitics 
that Madrafs was fn pofletton of the French, weighed her anchor, and 
went out of the road w ithout having received any aAmage In Ja- 
nuary another Ihip from England came to air anchor before Madrafs* 
the French immediately fent, by a fitting-float, a letter written in Eng- 
liffi, pretending that the town was inverted by the Moors, and that 
they fliculd immediately fend boats to bring on fliorc the treafure and 
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the foldiers The captain, deceived by this letter, as well as by die 
flag which was flying in the town, entertained no fufpicion, and permitted 
the boats to come to the flnp without examination A number of fol- 
diers were concealed m them, who in the fame inftant boarded the fliip 
from different quarters. The greateft part of the fhip’s company were 
enfeebled by the feurvy, and thofe who were capable of making refifl- 
ance weie fo much furprifed, diat they were eaflly overpowered by the 
French foldiers, before they were capable of recolledting thcmfelvcs to 
aft with refblution The flnp was taken, and in her 60,000 1 in bullion 
In the interval another Englifli Eafl: India flnp anchored in the road of 
Fort St David, where the governor immediately lent off a letter to the 
captain, acquainting him with the lofs of Madrafs, of the great fupenority 
of the French force on the coaft of Coromandel, and of the diftrefies 
to which the fort was reduced by the want both of men and money 
The flnp was, as ufual, configncd to the governor and council of Ma- 
drafs , and the diftrefies of Fort St David, inftead of inducing the cap- 
tain to aflift them, only fuggefted to him the rifk to which his own 
fortune might be expofed, by landing the company's treafurc, contrary 
to the letter of his mftru&ions, m a fettlement threatned with fuch im- 
minent danger A&uated by this motive, he refufed to comply with 
the requeft made him by the governor of Fort St David, and fet fail for 
Bengal without landing the foldiers, or any part of the cargo Thcfe 
finifter accidents ferved to confirm Mr Duplcix’s aflertions, even in the 
opinion of the Englifh themfelves, that their fituation was growing 
defperate, when atlaft, on the 19 th of February, the fhip which had 
efcaped out of the road of Madrafs in November came from Ceylon, 
and landed 60,000 1 m filver, together with 20 recruits for the gar- 
rifon the money was a very important fupply , for the treafury of Fort 
St David was almoft exhausted when the fhip arrived 

The French army appeared in fight of Fort St David in the morn- 
ing of the 2d of March : it confifted of the fame troops which had 
been routed by the Moors at the garden - but Mr Dupleix had now 
prevailed on the officers to receive Mr Paradis for their commander 
The Englifh garrifon marched out, with three field pieces, and a troop 
of horfe compofed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from 
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cv i.r***'* n\cr Emm, end ft tnd tlum drawn up about 600 jarJs 
<' ! die t***ic" f tie o! u *» ctnr enuh.w cnfucd, which continued during 
d'- gre tt** j'-rt of the d*\ , -nd m the c\ enmg a part of the Trench 
"tm cir'.cvl the nur, out ol the rrecJi of cannon-lhof, to the w eft- 
v *d * the ho.fc v, ere ditiched to rcco-inotrc them, and returned with 
ti e 1 ■>' of t am men hillc 1 by die fire of the Trench C iftrcs , upon w Inch 
tile tro-v* retre-ted to the let Of the Enghlh is men, and of the 
T'cn.'h r were hilled during the cannonade. Before morning the 
whole Trench r.rm\ Ir.d pallet! the mcr, and taken poficffion of the 
g'-drn A few hour 1 ; aitcrw ards a number of Hup 5 ; were dclcricd to 
to die noth, "pp.m-ching the road, thefe were the Enghlh Iquadron 
from Bcnpl 'The Trench no former pcrcctt cd them than they rccroflcd 
the me", and marched beck with great precipitation towards Pondi- 
chem 

1 he «'qi"*dr<n Ird been reinforced in Bengal by the arrival of two 
fli p , o e of 60 guns and the other of 40, fent from England with 
admiral Gridin, vho was appointed commander in elm f The prefi- 
denej of Bengal fent in the liju-’droa a company of 100 Europeans, 
who were Trded as foo.i as the flup' anchored , and Mr Griffin likc- 
wifc lent on flio-c 1 5c marine*: and 500 fnilors, but thefe were only in- 
tended to be a temporary augmentation of the garnfon The flnps were 
fcon after ftafoacd in fight of Pondteherrj, where their appearance 
made Mr Duplcix rcc-'l the Trench •’rmy into the town. 

In the month of June, a reinforcement of 100 Europeans, 200 
Top;fic c , and 100 Scpo} c , armed from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys from 
the Ergliffi fcttlcmcntofTtlhchcrry: and 150 foldicrs came hkcwifc in 
the compant ’s flnps in the courfc of tlic j car from Europe In September, 
the fquaaron filled to Madrafs, and their boats fet fire to, and deffroyed 
tn die road one of the flnps of Mr Dc la Bourdonnais’s fquadron, 
v hich had remained on the coaft ever fince his departure 

The approach of the ftormy monfoon in Oflober did not induce Mr. 
Griffin to quit the coaft he ordered the flnps to continue in light of 
Tort St Dr id , the monfoon began and continued without any violent 
hurricane, but the weather was notwadiftanding fo ftormy that only 
two of the flnps were able to keep their ftations The reft made fail 
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to the Bay of Trmcanomaly in Ceylon , from whence they returned in 
the beginning of the >ear 1748. The Medway, which had been the 
firft caufe of the Englifli difgraces and misfortunes in Indn, was in fo 
bad a condition, that flic was foon after condemned as unfit for fcrvicc , 
flie had been hove down at Calcutta in Bengal, but her leaks had not 
been thoroughly repaired. 

I11 the month of January 1 748, Major Laurence arrived from England 
atFort St David, with a commiffion to command all the Eaft India 
company’s forces in India At tins time intelligence was received that 
Mr Dupleix was preparing to make another attempt agamft Cudda- 
lore upon which the Major ordered all die troops at Fort St David 
to form a camp between the garden and the river Panna. Here diey 
continued lome time , when it was difeovered that the commander of 
the Telhcherry Seapoys, a Moor, had formed a defign to defert with 
all his men to the French, in the firft Engagement diat fliould happen. 
This difeovery led to others It was found that an Indian, who, be- 
fore Madrafs was loft, had a&ed as interpreter and agent of the Englifli 
governor of that place, carried on a correfpondcnce with the wife of 
Mr Dupleix m the Malabar language, which flie underftood When 
•die governor was removed by the French to Pondicherry, this man 
accompanied him , and Mrs Dupleix, by civilities and pronufcs, engaged 
him to give her intelligence of the tranfaChons of the Englifli at Fort 
St David, which he had for fome time done with great punctuality 
The fads were proved , and the traitor, with another Indian his accom- 
plice, was hanged The commander of die Telhcherry Sepoys, with 
ten other officers belonging to that body, were baniihed to the ifland of 
St Helena, where feveral of them gave terrible examples of the force 
of delpair, by affifting one another m putting an end to their lives, rather 
than remain in flavery in a place, of which the fituation excluded them 
from all hopes of being able to make their efcape to their native 
country 

The four French fbips which failed from Pondicheriy in February 
1747 left Goa and the coaft of Malabar in October, and failed to the 
ifland of Mauritius They were here joined by three others, one of 50 
and two of 40 guns, fent from France. The two 40 gun fhips had been 
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in India, and had taken an Enghfh Eaft India flnp m fight of the ifiand 1748. 
of Bombay This prize would have been very confiderable, had not * 1 
the vigilance of the governor of the ifiand faved the filver that was on 
board, by fending from the fhore two fiflnng-boats, which brought away 
the treafure, whilft the flnp was defending ltfelf againft the enemy. 

On the g tli of June at night the Englifli 20 gun flnp returned from 
a cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St David that fhe had difco- 
vered feven large flnps to the foudi Thefe were the French fquadron, 
which had failed from Mauritius m the latter end of April. The Englifli 
fquadron, lately reinforced by three flnps from England, was now com- 
pofed of three flnps of 60 guns, three of 50, three of 40, and one of 
20 guns Thefe were at anchor in the road , but the rudder of one 
of the 40 gun flnps was unhung, and Mr Griffin and feveral of the 
officers were on fhore, where many of the men were likewife, in the 
hofpital 

During the fouthern monfoon the wind blows conftantly from the 
fouth-weft in all parts of the bay of Bengal, except at the diflance of 10 
or 15 leagues from the land, and here it generally changes in 24 
hours, blowing a part of tins time from the fea at fouth-eaft, and during 
the reft from the land at fouth-weft . the land-wind generally nfes about 
midnight, and lafts till noon, but it is not always confined to this inter- 
val , for fome days it continues until the evening, and at other times, 
when very ftrong, blows for three of four days without interruption 
Thefea-wmd very feldom continues more than 12 hours, and is gene- 
rally preceded by a fhort interval of calm. During die fouthern mon- 
foon the currents, as well near the land as out at fea, drive ftrongly to 
the north. 

A flnp during the fea-wind cannot" gam way to the fbuth , for the fea 
is then rough, and the wind feldom inclines to the eaft of the fouth- 
eaft point but as the land-wind often veers to the weft' point, and al- 
ways renders the fea fmooth within fight of the coaft, flnps bound to 
the fbuth make fome progrefs during this wind, and either drop anchor 
to maintain 'their ground if they are near fhore when the land-wind 
fails, or if they are at fome diftance they continue under fail, and with 
•the fea-wind come near the fhore, where they are ready to avail them- 
. N 2 felves 
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felves again of die land-wind as foon as it fets in. By thcfe operations 
trveflel that fails well fometuncs gets ten or fifteen miles to the fouth in 
a day , but it is not uncommon to fee others employed a month tn getting 
only 100 miles to the fouthward. , - 

On the 10th of June at noon 'die French flups were difeemed 
xn the fouth-eaft The fca-wind was fet in, and rhey were failing di- 
j-e&ly before it toward Fort St David. The pofition of the Englifh fqua- 
dron, at anchor near the land to leeward, tendered it impoffibic for them 
to get nearbr the enemy during the fea-wmd > for had dicy weighed 
anchor immediately, die neareft courfe they could have made would 
"have been to the nordi-eafl out to fea, and tins would very foon have 
carried them to leeward of OPondicheriy. Mr Griffin therefore deter- 
mined not ’to Weigh anchor till night, when die land-wind ffiould fet in . 
on ’the interval die officers and men on fliore were ordered to join their 
flups At four m the afternoon the French iquadron, being widnn three 
leagues of the road, altered their courfe, and plied to the fouth-wefh 
This operation made the ’Englifh believe diat they kept to windward 
with intention to’gam Pondicherry at all events. About midnight the 
Englifh put to fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the lati- 
tude of Fort St David j and m die morning diey fliortened foil, m e\-~ 
-pe&ation every mmtite of feeing the enemy again to die fouth , but 
-.before the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicheny, when Mr. Griffin, 
finding his expectations deceived, made fail to Madrafe, where he arrived 
■the next evening, and found no French flups in the road 

The French fquadron was commanded by M Bouvet, governor of 
the life of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner He had been 
apprized, at the French fettlement of Karncal, of die fiiperior force of 
'the Englifh, his operations, when m fight of Fort St. David, were 
defigned to make the Englifh believe that he intended to engage 
them the next morning . but as foon as the night fet in he changed 
his courfe, and crouding all die fail his flups could carry, ivent away 
■to Madrafs, where he arrived the next morning the r idi of June, and 
immediately landed 400 foldiers, with 200,000 pounds in filver, which 
’had been fent from France to the ifland of Mauritius for die fervice of 
Pondicherry, Having thus effected the defign of his voyage, he put 

•out 
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out to fea on his return to Mauntius before the Englifli fquadron ap- 1748. 
pearcd in light of Madrafs. ' 

Mr Dupleix perceiving that the Enghlh fquadron had failed to Ma- 
drafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St David in fome days, 
determined to avail himlelf of their abfence, and make another attack 
upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans^ with 1000 Sepoys, 
marched from Pondicherry, and making a circuit inland, arrived on 
the 17 th of June in the morning within three miles of Cuddalore, at 
the hills of* Bandapolam Here they halted during the day, and in- 
tended at night to attack Cuddalore by furprize 

Major Lawrence , receiving intelligence of this defign, ordered ,the gar- 
rifon to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort St David, in- 
tending by this operation to make the French believe that he did not 
think the place tenable As foon as night came on, the garnfon, 
•augmented to the number of 400 Europeans, together with the cannon, 
were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceflary to prevent 
the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return. The ftratagem 
fucceeded 

At midnight the French .advanced with fcahng ladders, which they no 
fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire of all the 
mufquetry from the ramparts, together with that of four or five jpieces 
of cannon loaded with grape-fliot This unexpected refiftance ftruck. 

.the whole body, officers as well as foldiers, with a panic. Moft of the 
men flung away their arms without firing a Ihot . but die precipitation 
of their flight prevented 'the Englifli fire from doing much execution- 
amongft them . nor did their fears quit them when arrived at the plaqe 
of their encampment , for expecting to be followed, they marched on 
without halting until they came to the bounds of Pondicherry 

It was now fome time that Mr Dupleix had, with great activity, 
been employed in making dilpofitions to refift an armament bqund to 
the Eaft Indies under the command of admiral Bofcawcn, of whole 
idelhnaUon the French at Pondicherry, as well as the Englifli at Fort St~ 

David, had received intelligence This armament confifted of one flup 
of 74 guns, one of 64, two of 60, two of 50, one of 20, a (loop of 
14 guns, .a bomb-flup with her tender, and an holpital-flnp. To thefe- 

‘ were. 
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were joined eleven of the company’s /hips, which forved to tranfport a 
part of the troops and military /lores , and on board of this fleet 
were 1500 /oldiers Mr Bolcawen left England in November, and 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope the latter end of March, where lie 
was joined by fix /hips belonging to the Dutch Ea/l India company, 
on board of which were 400 /oldiers. With this reinforcement he fet 
fail from die Cape on the 23d of June for the illand of Mauritius, 
which he had orders to attack m his way to the coaft of Coromandel. 

The Portuguefe, in their firft navigations to India, difeovered diree 
illands, laying to the ea/hvard of Madaga/car, between the x 9th and 
2odi degree of latitude The mo/l we/lern of the/e, from the name 
of the per/on who di/covered it, they called Malcarenhas , but the 
French, when they took pofleflion of it m 1 675, gave it the name of 
Bourbon, winch now prevails. The eaftem lfland the Portuguefe 
called Diego Keys , which name it retains to this day , and that be- 
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Cerne, probably from a 
fuppofition that it was the Cerne of die ancients The Dutch, when they 
made this a ftation of refre/hment for their /hips coming from India, 
called it Mauritius the French, when they took pofleflion of it the 
beginning of die pre/ent century, named it the Ifle of France , but this 
appellation has prevailed only amongft them/elves, the odier Europeans 
foil calling it Mauritius 

The Portuguefc found on thefe illands neither men nor any four- 
footed animals, excepting land-tortoifes, but great flocks of paroquets, 
doves, and fea-fowls, and the fea abounds with’ fi/h of various kinds, 
and with great numbers of turde 

The lfland of Bourbon is 60 miles in length from north to fouth, and 
45 m breadth from eaft to weft It has no port , and the only part 
where boats can land is in the road of St Paul to the north-weft It has 
no plains, die whole being either hills of ealy afeent, or fteep mountains 
feparated by narrow vallies Thefe mountains continue riling one above 
another from the fea coaft to the middle of the illand, lb that in 
whatever view it is feen at a diftance, it appears one convex furface 
riling out of the fea The French took pofleflion of it m the year 1 66 5, 
and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with great afliduity it noft pro- 
duces 
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duces wheat, and moft of the garden vegetables of Europe, as well as 
thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates • the mango, 
China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and m great perfec- 
tion. But the principal objedt of their agriculture, and what has ren- 
dered the lfland of importance in their commerce, is the cultivation of 
the coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from Beit-ul Fakih m 
Arabia , and thefe have throve fo well, that the lfland now produces 
2000 tons of coffee every year The cultivation of this tree, as well 
as moft other fervices of toil, are performed by Caffre flaves brought 
from Africa and Madagafcar. The French have a breed of horfes, 
which, tho’ finall, are efteemed for their hardmefs , and they have 
reared beeves, goats, fheep, and hogs, in fufficient quantities to fupply 
the wants of the inhabitants, although not in filch plenty as to furnifh 
provifion for their fhippmg , but this negledt feems to have anfen from 
the facility and cheapnefs wherewith thefe and other provifions may 
be procured from the weftern fide of Madagafcar, where they have 
fetdements. Several families from France eftablifhed themfelves here 
foon after the French took poffeffion of it, and from them are de- 
fcended the prefent inhabitants, who are now multiplied to the number 
of 4000, of which jooo are men capable of bearing arms thefe 
have not degenerated from their anceftors, but on the contrary are a 
race fo remarkable for ftature and proportion, as well as for health 
and ftrength,* that they equal, if not exceed in thefe qualities, the moft 
athletic of the European nations. They are the only colony of Euro- 
peans eftablifhed within the tropics which have preferved thefe ad- 
vantages 

The inconvemencies anfing from the want of a port at Bourbon, in- 
duced the French to take poffeffion of Mauritius This lfland extends 
about 45 miles in length from north to fouth, and about 30 from weft 
to eaft In the north-eaftern quarter is a plain extending about ten 
miles from eaft to weft, and in feme places five miles m-land from the 
nordiern coaft All the reft of the lfland is full of high and fteep moun- 
tains, laying fo near to one another that the intervals between them, m- 
ftead of vallies, form only beds of torrents, and thefe are choaked 
-with vaft fragments of Hone torn from the rock above. The fummits 
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of thefe mountains are covered with forefts of ebony and other large 
trefis, and the ground under the fliade of the trees produces herbage, 
flirubs, and plants of various forts, from the common grafs to the ftrongeft 
thorn, in foch profufion that they form a thicket fo elofely interwoven, 
that a ftep cannot be made, but with the hatchet m hand Many planta- 
tions have notwithstanding been raifed with fuccefs on thefc mountains, 
and fome improvements made on the plain to the nordi-caft , but the 
productions, altho* moftly of the fame kind, are m lefs quantity, and 
ih lcls perfection, than at Bourbon * it produces no coffee , but, by the 
induftryofM de la Bourdonnais, fugir, indigo, and cotton, which are 
not at Bourbon, w r ere cultivated here with fuccefs , and although thefe 
plantations have been much neglected fince his departure, they may at 
any time be recovered They arc at tins time endeavouring to culti- 
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ccjlon , but thefe, " 
if they do not perifli, will m all probability, from the difference of foil 
and climate, greatly degenerate Iron mines have been difcovcred in the 
mountains, near the plain to the north-eaft , and, thefc mountains fup- 
plymg great quantities of fuel, forges have been credtcd , but the iron 
produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and fliclls for mortars 
Beeves, fheep, and goats, are preferved widi great difficulty the beeves 
generally die before they have been a year in the lfland, and are there- 
fore frequently imported from Madagafcar and other parts Common 
domeftic fowls breed m great plenty , and thefc, with fifli and turtle, 
furnifh a great part of the -food of die European inhabitants Thefe 
have multiplied Very little by marriage, nioft of diem being natives 
of France Their Caffrc Haves are fubjedt to great mortalities from 
die fmall-pov and odier epidemical diftempers 

Mauritius has two ports, one on the fouth-eaft coaft, and die other 
on die north-weft The trade-wind from the fouth-eaft blow-s m 
thefe latitudes all the year round, e\ceptmg for a few days at the 
iummer folftice, wfoen it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from 
the north The facility with which this wind enables flnps to enter the 
foudi-eaft port, induced die French, wfoen they firft took pofleffion of 
the llland, to give die preference to this harbour , but on finding that the 
fame wind often rendered the paffage out fo difficult that a fliip was fome- 

times 
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times obliged to wait a fortnight before lhe could put to fea, they left it, 1748. 
and have ever fince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies nearly in v —v — j 
the middle of the north fide of the lfland , and its entrance is through a 
channel formed by two fljoals, which advance about a mile into the 
fea. .When a fhip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth-eaft wind 
hinders her from entering the port under fail , and lhe muft either warp 
in with cables, or be towed m by boats the neceflity of this opera- 
tion, joined to the narrownefs of the channel, which does not afford 
paffage for two fhips a-breaft, is one of the greateft difficulties an 
enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour , for although there 
are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the channel, yet 
thefe might eafily be reduced, if fhips of force could approach them 
under fail This port is capable of containing 100 fail, and is provided 
with all the neceflanes for repairing, and even for building of fhips The 
entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries , and an army 
landed here would meet with great difficulties v in paffing over the moun- 
tains to the other parts of the lfland There are feveral places, between the 
north-eaft extremity and the north port, where boats may land, but all thefe 
are defended by batteries, and the , country behind them is a continued 
thicket the reft of the coaft is macceffible , and the French, relying on 
the difficulties of approaching the fhore, had made no fortifications in any 
part of the lfland to obftrudt the progrefs of an enemy when landed 
The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles . it is full of rocks, 
which harbour great numbers of land tortoifes of a very large fizej 
which are efteemed excellent food . here the French keep a detach- 
ment of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the m-» 
habitants of Mauritius , and this is the principal ufe they -make of 
Diego Reys - , 

, The fouth-eaft trade-wind obliges all fhips bound to thefe iflands to 
approach them from the eaft. The paffage from Diego Reys to Mauri- 
tius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bourbon m one i 
but it requires neai a ! month to go from Bourbon either to Mauritius or 
Diego Reys . from April to.Odtober the voyage from Mauritius, to the 
coaft of Coromandel is eafily performed in a month. Thefe ifland§ 
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being out of the track of common intelligence, a large armament, font 
in. detail from France, may rendezvous m the port of Mauritius, and 
from thence amve m India before any intelligence is received there 
either of its ftrength or deftmation hence it is evident, that, if we 
have any regard to our fettlements m India, the reduction of this place 
ought to be one of the firft objefts of our attention in the beginning of 
a war with France. The pofieffion of Mauritius would probably be fol- 
lowed by the voluntary fubmifiion of Bourbon, or would certainly render 
it of no ule to the French for the purposes of war 

The fquadron under the command of admiral Bofcawen was thirty- 
five days m its paflage from the Cape of Good Hope to Mauritius, 
and came in fight of the eaftern coaft on the 23d of June at day- 
break. Tlnee of the Dutch finps were milling, having ieparated 
from the reft m bad weather As foon as the ftnps came to the north- 
eaft point of the lfland, they proceeded along the northern coift in a 
line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and the Company’s 
lhips following them , and before night they had advanced within two 
leagues of the port, and came to anchor m a kind of bay laying be- 
tween the mouths of two fmall rivers. They had hitherto difeovered 
only two places along the fhore where die fmoothne/s of the water 
feemed to indicate a poffibihty of making a defcent, and thefe were 
defended by two fafeme batteries of fix guns each, which fired on the 
lhips as they palled . all the reft of the fliore was defended by rocks 
and breakers. 

The next morning the French began to fire upon the Iquadron from 
two other fafcine batteries railed at the entrance of the two nvers be- 
tween which it was at anchor, and the fire was returned from one of the 
50 gun lhips, but with very little execution on either fide. 

Ivir.Bofcawen now ordered the Hoop to reconnoitre the coaft quite up 
tt> the ports and Ihe reported, on her return, that Ihe had been fired upon 
by eight different battenes planted along the fhore, as well as from the 
forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large Ihip of two tiers lay 
at anchor, with her broadfide acrols it , and that there v, ere thirteen 
ether lhips at anchor within the harbour. As foon as it was dark the 
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barges of the fi\ line of bittlc (hips were fent to found, and on their 
return declared that they had found a reef of rocks running all along 
about 20 yards from the fhore, which rendered it impoffibic for boats to 
land, except at the entrance of the rivers over ngainfl which the fleet was 
nt anchor, or at the Irrbour iticlf . here they had difeovered, that the 
channel leading into it was not more than too fathom vide, and that 
this entrance would be fubjeft to the grcatdl difficulties by the oppofi- 
tion of the fcuth-cafl: wind. Upon receiving this intelligence, the ad- 
miral called a council of war, compofed of the principal land and 
fca officer 1 :, and it was refohed, that, as they were ignorant of the 
Arength of the cncmj , three armed boats fliould be lent to endeavour 
to land in the night, and take by furpnze a man from the fliorc, from 
whom intelligence might probably be obtained . this w'as attempted, 
but in vain The next morning, the 25th of June, the council of war 
aflcmblcd again, and were of opinion, that the attack of theifland w'ould 
be attended with the Iols of (o many men, and of lb muJi time, that 
the armament might lofc the opportunity of undertaking the liege of 
Pondicherry, which Mr Boleawen w’as mil ru fled to confidcr as th«S 
principal objeft of his dcftmation : it was tlicrcforc rclbhcd to proceed 
to die coaft of Coromaiidcl w ithout delay, diat die fquadron might arrive 
there m time to a£t before the change of the monlbon in October. 

The rcduQion of the ifland w ould probably have fuccccded, had it 
been attempted , for the whole of the French force conflftcd only of 500 
regular troops, 200 European inhabitants dilciplincd as militia, 1500 
Caffre Haves on whofc fervicc and attachment the French had little re- 
liance, and 1000 Tailors belonging to the lliips , w'hcrcas there were 8000 
Europeans in the fleet under Mr. Bofeawen’s command, and of thele 
2000 w’erc regular troops 

The dcfiAmg from this enterpnze may be attributed to the long flay 
made at the Cape of Good Hope, where the fquadron remained fifty- 
five days, when it ought if pofiiblc to have left it a month fooner , for 
by arriving thus much earlier in the fcafon at Mauritius, they might 
have found opportunities of learning d>e real Aate of the enemy on 
fhore, and difeovered that it was pra&icable to attack the harbour it- 
fclf with the fhips. The fouth-eaft trade-wind blows with leaft force 
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of 4120 Europeans, to which were joined 1100 Sepoys, paid by the 1748. 
company, who were as jet fcarccly better difciplined than common 
Peons ; and die Nabob Anu ar-adcan Khan, ftill changing fides, as he 
found die Trench or Enghfli affairs gaining the advantage, lent a body 
of 2coo horfc The heavy cannon and the cumbrous ftorcs were laden 
on board the Hups, which proceeded before the army, and anchored 
two nnlcs to the fouth of Pondicherry 

The company’s agents at Fort St David had gained very little 
intelligence nccefiiry to direft Mr Bofeaw'en m his operations, for 
vhen the army approaching near the bounds of Pondichcriy, came 
in fight of die fort of Anancopang, there was no perfon who could 
give a dcfcnption of the place however, it was determined that it 
fliould be taken before the army proceeded any farther The en- 
gineers were ordered to -reconnoitre it, and reported that the body 
of the place was of little ftrengdi , but that the enemy had thrown 
up, a few jards m front of die fort, an entrenchment, which mud 
be firft fiormed, and afterwards the fort might be eafily taken A* 
detachment of 700 men was ordered upon dus fcrvicc, and at day-break 
marched up w ith great rcfolution to what they believed an outwork filled 
with troops , but on a nearer approach they difeovered that this fuppofcd 
entrenchment was nothing but a heap of ruins, and that at a few yards 
behind it lay the fort of Anancopang, not with fuch (lender defences as 
bad been reported, but fortified with a cavalier at each of the angles, a 
deep dry ditch full of pit-falls, and a covered way Thefe works 
rendered it impofiible to take the place by a fudden onfet The troops 
now found themfclves evpoied to a very warm fire of mufquetry, and 
cannon loaded widi grape-fhot , but their courage and ftrong fenfe of dis- 
grace prevented them from retreating immediately, notwithftandmg it was - 
evident that they expofcd themfclves to no purpofc In this uncertainty 
they remained m the reach of the enemy’s fire lo long that 150 of the 
gallanted: men and fome of the braveft officers in the army were either 
lolled or wounded iVIajor Goodere, who commanded the attack, was 
mortally wounded, and m him the army loll the perfon on whole (kill - 
and experience Mr. Bofcawen principally relied for conducing the liege 
of Pondicheny. 
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men in depth : for here the fi.ee of tlic bnttety hindered them from 
retreating my farther j end thus interrupted in their flight, and ehcou- 
nged h\ thc.r officers, die men turned and fired upon the enemy. Six 
or fenen cf the Trench horfemen were killed, and the horfc of the com*- 
nnn ling ofticrr dropping bhcwife, die officer himfclf wis taken prifontr, 
o i which thcencim retreated, lowing the Iinglifli in admiration of thclt 
intrepid'!} Hefider the difvdi m*ige of lciv Ing the troops imprcflcd With 
a high opinvn of the Trench prow eft, this aflion was attended with 
another mt'fcrtunc in the lofs of Major Lawrence, who commanded 
tills- ds\ n the entrenchment, and rather than participate of the igtio- 
mnt of fktng flight with the troops, remained there with two or 
three officers* he was difarmed, and obliged to furrendet lumfclF 
pnfoner to a Trench trooper, who knowing, it is probable, tlifc 
value cf Irs prize, immediately burned him away by the fide of his 
herfe to Anancopang in fight of the army, and no tfioris were made to 
refctic him 

The ■’nn) now began to make regular approaches (0 the fort, and 
earned them on f. r three or four days very (lowly, when a large quan- 
tity of gurpovder taking fire in the enemy’s battery, blew it up, afid 
near 100 men were either killed or difablcd by the cxplofion. This 
diftficr ftruck fuch a terror amongft thofc who remained in the fort, 
that feme hours after they fet fire to the chambers with which they had 
undermined the fortification 6 , and blew up the greateft part of the 
walls and cacalicrs, and then marched away with great precipitation 
to Pondicherry : as foon as the Englifli faw the cxplofion, they 
marched up and took poficfiioh of the ruins. Thus fortunately de- 
listed, the army did not immediately proceed to Pondicherry, but re- 
mained five days longer at Anancopang, employed in repairing the fort, 
in which it was determined to leave a garrifon , for it w'as apprehended, 
that during the fiege a detachment of the enemy’s troops might again 
take poficfiion of it, and from hence be enabled to intercept convoys, 
or harrafs the army 

The town of Pondichcriy was fifuated about 76 yards from the lea- 
fliorc its extent witlun the walls was a little more than a mile from 
north to fouth, and about noo yards from eaft to weft, it was fortified 
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Mr Bo’ovcn, hj the advice of the engineers determined to attack 1748. 
the taw n on the north -weft fide, and, to facilitate the communication 'V' J 
Ktv ecu the licet and the emip, ftat-oned lw Hups to the North of Pon- 
dichcm 

0 1 the jodi cf Align ft -t mg] t the Enghfli army opened ground, at 
thcortmi.ee! 1500 5 'ids from llic « tlh : by this the ofheers, who 
plumed the attack, ikcwcd thcmfelvcs little (hilled in their art , for it 
ic the general ppdlicc in fieges to make the full parallel within 800 
\a:J ol the covered way. before morning two tren hes were flung up 
**• the d dance of ico 5ardsfro.11 one another, parallel to c->ch other 
n..d to the f'cc of die attach* the flrft trench outflinhed the c\trc- 
ni.t.-^of the Oilier, and neither of them had hanks at the ends to pre- 
vent the c^cni) in n fall} from enfilading them within ten yards in 
front of die lccond were fcacnl hub, which the working party had 
reflected to dcmohfli in die night, *»nd the fire from the town deterred 
the gu*rd from venturing to level them 111 the da). One hundred men 
vvcrc ported m this trench, and 300 in the odicr. 

About one o’ clock in the afternoon a body of 500 Europeans and 
yzo Sepovs rallied from the town, and marching half way to the 
trct.ches divided into two parties, of which the largcfl, confiding of 
.*co Europeans and 500 Scpo)S, made a circuit in order to attack 
die firrt trench in flank, wlulrt the lertcr party advanced to attack the 
fecond m front Paradis led the larged divifion, which gave their fire 
at fucli a diflance as rendered it of no efifett the troops in the trench 
returned die fire , and the onlv fliot which did c\ccutton fortunately 
killed Paradis . the ocadi of their leader flung the whole party into 
confuf on, -nd the) returned to the town in difordcr, and their fears in- 
crcafcd as they retreated, infomuch that tluy left the lefler party fight- 
ing, v ithout either fending a detachment to fupport them, or even a 
mefienger to inform them that they were retreating 

The lefler party had taken pofleflion of the huts in front of the fecond 
trench, and kept up an irregular but condant fire upon it, and were 
fo intircly engaged in their own attack, diat they knew nothing of what 
had parted at the odicr trench A rtiot mortally wounded captain 
Brown, who, fearing that the men might be difeouraged at the fight of 
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their commander m agony, dcfircd to be removed, and was no {boner 
cairied off, than the whole platoon which were near him took flight. 
On this, enfign Greenville, the next officer, imprudently went to the 
other trench to afle for fuccours, and before he got there was followed 
by his platoon There now remained only one platoon, of which 
two or three had been killed, and the reft were on die point of running 
away, when their officer, enfign Clive, reproached diem ftcrnly for 
their pufillammity, and reprefented the honour they would gain by 
defending the trench, after it had been fb fliamcfully abandoned by 
the reft of the guard All the company's troops had an affeftion for 
this young man, from obfervjng the alaenty and prefence of mind which 
always accompanied him in danger , his platoon, animated by his 
exhortation, fired again with new courage and great vivacity upon the 
enemy, who now perceiving the fmall number to which the defenders 
of the trench were reduced, rcfolvcd to ftorm it They quitted the 
huts, and formed in front of* them, and were Icarcely got into order, 
when diey received the whole fire of the Englifli platoon, which was 
fo well directed that it ftruck down twenty men, and the reft were m 
the inftant fo terrified by the fliock of this extraordinary execution, that 
they ran back m dilbrder to the huts, w'hich flickered them until they 
were out of reach of the fire, and continued their retreat to the 
town in great confufion This party w r as compofed of grenadiers, of 
whom 27 with an officer were killed The lofs fuftained by the 
Englifli was only eight pnvate men, and captain Brown 

The Englifli continued their approaches, but earned them on very 
flowly, from a want of experience m fuch operations Two batteries 
of three guns were raifed within 1200 yards of the town, to check 
any future Tallies When the army firft opened ground, the bomb-ketch 
was ordered to bombard the citadel night and day . but in a very few 
days the enemy began to bombard her, and got her diftance fo exaffly, 
that one of their fliells ftaved the boat aftern, and another threw the 
w'ater m upon her decks , after which flie kept out of the reach of 
-the enemy’s mortars m the day-time, and only bombarded m the 
night Parties fallied at feveral times, and attacked the detachments 
„ which 
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which cfcorted the ftores and cannon from the fhips to the camp, and 
one day a detachment efcortmg two pieces of battering cannon was de- 
feated, and the cannon taken : fome troops were fent immediately to re- 
cover them, who advancing along the tide of a grove, without having 
reconnoitered, received fo warm a fire from a party laying there m 
ambufcade, that they retreated with precipitation to the camp, and the 
enemy carried the cannon in triumph into the town 

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced widun 800 yards 
of the walls, when it was found impoffible to carry them on any nearer, 
for a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town, and the 
French had preferved a back water, with which they overflowed not 
only the morals, but likewife all the ground laying between the trenches 
and the foot of the glacis During the .approaches, and the conftrudhon 
of the batteries on the edge of the morals, the enemy kept up a conftant 
fire on the working parties, by which many were killed 

Two batteries were finilhed and began to fire on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 18 and 24 
pounders : a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals, 
and another of fifteen cohorns, were likewife eredted The French 
now opened feveral embrafures in the curtain, and began likewife to fire 
from two or three batteries on the creft of die glacis, mfbmuch diat the 
fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers To leflen this 
luperiority, by diverting the attention 'of the garrifon to other quarters, 
Mr Bofcawen determined to batter the town from the fea , and before 
the next morning all the lhips of two tiers had warped within the diftance 
of 1000 yards of the walls, the fhallownefs of water not permitting 
them to approach nearer . the cannonading was inceflant, and terrible 
m appearance, but of no real effedt, for the diftance of the fhips, and 
the motion of the fea, hindered die fhot from finking fiicceftively the 
fame objedt The French at firft withdrew a great number of their 
artillery-men from the-land fide, and employed them in firing againft 
die fhips from the battenes which commanded the road , but perceiving 
' the litde damage that the town fuftamed from the fire of the fhips, they 
flackned their defence on that fide, and renewed it on the land fide with 
as much vigour as if no attack had been made from any other quarter 
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Many caufcs concurred to fruftratc this attempt again ft Pondicherry. 1748. 
When the army marched from Fort St David, there remained only 
fifty days before the letting in of the monloon to carry on the liege, 

■which time was barely fufficicnt for the undertaking , and there was no * 
ablolute nccclfity to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, for a party of 200 
men ftationcd near it would have ahvajs kept in awe the garrifon, which 
conliftcd only of joo now the reduction of this little fort, bolides 
cauling the lofs of 150 men, together with two of the moft experienced 
officers, and thereby dilcouraging the reft, ftopt the progrefs of the whole 
army eighteen days. When armed before the town, Mr Bofcawen, 
unexperienced in military operations by land, relied, in obedience to his 
inftrufhons, on die opinion of the engineers, who made a vciy great 
blunder m carrying on die attacks againft that part of the town to which 
an lnfuperable morafs prevented them from approaching nearer than 800 
yards , and even had there been no morals, the lituation of the camp 
to the weftward would have been injudicioully chofcn, lincc it fubjc&cd 
the tranfporting of die cannon and heavy ftores to a difficult paffage of 
tw'o or three miles, which employed the labour of numbers of failors, 
and demanded frequent detachments of foldicrs to clcort and defend them 
from the failles of the enemy , and the lbldiers and failors thus emploj'ed 
were taken- off from the operations of the liege, which required nothing 
lefs than the fervice of every European in the camp The north-lide 
v r as die part againft which the attack ought to have been directed for 
the ground in front of this fide v'as found, and would have permitted 
the approaches to have been earned on to the foot of die glaus, w ith— 
out meeting with any natural impediments , and the camp extending 
behind the lines to the northward, would have effectually piote&ed the- 
cannon and ftores, when landed, from the danger of Tallies, and at the 
lame time have faved the labour and inconveniences of tranfporting 
them from a long diftance , for they might have been landed at the camp 
itfelf The reputation of fupenor fkill in the defence of fortified places, 
which the French nation had at this time eftablifhed in all paits of the 
world, was exaggerated in the opinion of the troops before Pondicherry, 
by a fenfe of the errors committed by themfelves , and thefe errors 
fixed the difpiritmg impreffion which the difafters at Ariancopang had 

made 
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made upon tlicjr minds, fo that very few examples of gallant fervice 
were exhibited during the fiege The artillery-men and officers knew 
their bufinefs, and always behaved with refolution, and Mr Bofcawen, 
on all occafions of danger, exerted the fame activity and courage which _ 
difbnguiflied his charafter m engagements at fea , but tjiefe qualities did 
not compenfate his want of knowledge in the art of war This know- 
ledge is not incompatible with fkill m the marine fervice, and it is much 
to be lamented, that both together have not of late years been cultivated, 
by the fame officer , for there are very few inftanccs, fince the ufe of 
battering cannon, of a fiege carried on by Europeans with more igno- 
rance than this of Pondicheny. 

The French fang TeDeums, as foon as the fiege was railed, and gave 
as many demonftrations of joy, as if they had been relieved from the 
greatcft calamities of war. Mr Dupleix fent letters to all the princes of 
Coromandel, and even to the great Mogul himfelf, acquainting them, 
that he had repulfed the moft formidable attack that had ever been made 
in India , and he received from them the higheft compliments on his 
own prowefs, and on the military character of his nation This indeed 
was now regarded throughout Indoftan as greatly fupenor to that of the 
Englifh. 


*The End of the First Book. 


BOOK II. 


T HE fqird-cn, foon nfte* the nifiitg of the fiege of Pondicherry, 
left tl c cc^ft to *\oid the fiormy monfoon five Hup. went to 


Adiin, 'nd the rcfl to Tnrc-’rcmal} ; but Mr Bofciv cn hmifclf re- 
trained writ the l^nd-force- "t jTertSt. Daud In No. ember ndvicce 
v ere rcccnco/tift - cdp’ion of t oh hc*v< een Grcit Britain and France 
had been p'oel'imcd n the preceding April • but Mr. Bofcav/cn "n r , 
rc*’vrh^ 2 ~ii indnittcd to renrin in Irdn until he fiiould rcrti.c w- 
tel'igtr-^e tirt the gene- •! peace v*“? co* tinned In the beginning of 
1749 ti t (yz't t-’ rc'urr.ed to IVt r ,i. Da. id, rnd rbojt tlic 
fa” e t n*c Mr. B j.c:, * h the fame fi. p' r -t had cl ided Mr Griffin, 
c.jre rga'n from Mauri: to M'.drr r , v,.ie*e be Irr d"d a Prge Turn of 
j/r- ) t j ether with seo fo’d er' 
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1749. had been fo complicated, that it was difficult to afccrtain to whe 

—v— ' the crown rightfully belonged. 

In the year 1680 the king of Tanjore, attacked and well-nigh ovi 
powered by the king of Tntchanopolv, called the Morattocs to 1 
affiftancc The famous Sevajee, who at that time reigned over all t 
Morattoe nations, fent his brother with a ftrong army, which foon 1 
the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but every thi 
from thefc freebooters , for they made out fo large an account of c 
pences, that all the riches m the kingdom would have been mfufficu 
to difeharge what they demanded * under pretence therefore of colic 
nig this money, they took poffcffion of the government, and flior 
after the brother of Savajee declared himfclf king of Tanjbrc. He reig 
ed fix years, and left three fons The cldcft, Sevajee, was fuccccd 
by the next brother, Serbojee, and he by the third, Tuccojcc Each 
the three brothers left children , and after three irregular fucccffic 
which took place amongft thefe coufin-germans in left than feven yea 
Saujohee, who now appeared at Fort St David, was depofed, and 1 
brother Pratop-fing, bom of one of the inferior wives of their fatl 
Serbojee, was placed on the throne, by the general concurrence of t 
principal men in the kingdom, which had fuffered much from the we 
adminiftration of Saujohee The Englifli had certainly no right to int< 
fere m his caufc But the offers he made of conccffions to the compi 
m the kingdom of Tanjore, the favourable account given of him by t 
interpreters who introduced him to the prcfidcncy, and the belief t 
haftily entertained of a falfc narration of his misfortune, induced t 
Englifli to think they fliould acquire as much honour as advantage 
their efforts to remftate him in the throne It was ftipulated that Sa 
johee fliould give the company the fort and territory of Devi-Cotah, a 
pay all the expences of the war, if it proved fuccelsful 

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles from north 
fouth, and about 60 from eaft to weft. The river Coleroon bounds 
to the north* the fea-coaft, running nearly north and fouth,’ fori 
the eaftern boundary the fouthem is made by a part of the fca-co 
which runs eaft and weft, and by the country of Mirawa . to the w 
•it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchanopoly and the country of To 
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daman . and the capital of Tanjore, bearing the fame name as the 
kingdom, lays about 20 miles weft of Tritchanopoly 

The force appointed for the conqueft of Tanjore confifted of 430 
Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces and four finall 
mortars . the battering cannon and provifions for the troops were put on 
board of four flnps, two of which were of the line. The army, accom- 
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St David in the latter end of March, and 
on the 1 3th of April encamped on the bank of the river Val-aru, which 
difembogues itfelf at Portonovo In the evening the northern monfoon 
changed, and the fouthern let in with a hurricane, which Iafted with 
luch violence until four o’clock the next morning, that the tents of 
the Enghlh camp were blown into rags, many of the draught bullocks 
and horfes were killed, and all the military ftores were lb much damaged, 
that the army was obliged to march to Portonovo to repair the detriment 
it had fuftained There they were informed that the florin had com- 
mitted much greater ravages at fea : two of the company’s fhips were 
ftranded between Cuddalore and Fort St David . the Apollo hofpital-fhip 
was loft, with all her crew . the Pembroke, a 60 gun fhip, which failed 
on the expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved . and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which admiral Bofcawen hoifted his flag, and 
which was the fineft fhip of her fize belonging to the navy of England, 
perilhed, with 750 men. Fortunately moft of the other fhips were 
either at Trmcanomaly, or in parts of the coaft to which the greateft 
violence of the hurricane did not extend. 

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and march- 
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of the 
northern arm of the Coleroon. Here captain Cope, who commanded, 
encamped and intrenched, refolving to learn the ftate of affairs on the 
oppofite fhore before he proceeded any farther. The intelligence he re- 
ceived was very different from what he expe&ed . no perfons of any 
rank offered to declare for Saujohee, and not a tingle fquadron appeared 
ready to join him ; on the contrary, a great number of troops belonging 
to the Jung of Tanjore appeared moving up and down the oppofite bank, 
and feemed determined to difpute the paflage of the river Thus dis- 
appointed, and_ignorafit of the enemy’s ftrength as well as of the na- 
, ture 
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ture of the country, captain Cope did not think his force fufficient to 
profecute the enterpnze, and waited until he was reinforced from Fort 
St Datad with t oo Europeans and 500 Sepoys : he then crofied the 
river, -which, although a mile broad, was fordable, and, contrary to his 
expectation, the army met with little refiftance from the enemy whilft 
they were paffing It 5 but difficulties increafed as they advanced . the 
road in which they attempted to march led through a thick wood, and 
the enemy from behind the buflies began to annoy them greatly Midi 
arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks $ whilft large bodies of horfe 
and foot appeared m the circumjacent plains, moving m die rear and on 
■die flanks This being the firft expedition in which the Englifli troops 
were engaged agamft the forces of art Indian prince, the lbldiers were 
ftruck with no fmall degree of fear, on comparing the fuperior num- 
bers of the enemy with their oWn, but the artillery-men preferved 
their refolution, and •fired with fo much {pint and aim, that the enemy 
kept at a diftance, and the troops recovering from their fright, moved 
back, and gained the bank of the river without confufion Here die 
army drew up, die field-pieces fecunng the flanks, and the river 
the rear* A council of war was held to deliberate whether 'they 
‘fliould proceed, or wait for more favourable advices than thofe hi- 
therto received out of the Tanjore country, but whilft the council 
were fitting, a'meflenger arrived with pofitive orders from Mr Bofcawen 
to continue the march, and attack the Fort of Devi-Cotah at all events. 
Some of the foldiers difeovered a road leading along the bank of the 
river towards the fea-Coaft , and the army began to march this way, 
although very little of it had been reconnoitred it led through a much 
more open country than the other, and the river defended the troops 
fr6m being furrounded. This lucky difeovery faved them from deftruc- 
tion, for it Was afterwards found, that by perfifting in the firft road, 
they would, from the nature of the country, have been involved m in- 
extricable difficulties, into which the Tanjonnes had hoped to intice 
them, by making no refiftance at the paflage of the river. The enemy 
moved along at fome diftance, as they few the Englifli proceed , and 
their fquadrons {ometunes tlireatned to attack, but always retired as 
foon as the field-pieces began to -fire. After a march of ten miles the 
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1 * * fT.j , rvln \oi t*.tc fin 5' , t. *d b'o"jnt ;,o n we p"o\ ifio.ic thin 
\ ere n'-c'c.l''*. f« r the ccnfimpt>i oS three daw, end were deterred, 
1 _ l. e : m’tf!-' c c tj c ctemy, from fencing dcfiknicnt-, to procure 
: r . , r* d -* the fame t*mc they were v it! out hMtc'ing cannon Imdcr 
t* e'e !":f '.erne, ces there "ppetred no n cits of reducing the fort, c\- 
ts 1 * ir~ by a futVei rf iult, rod the w alls wc r c too high to h w cafily 
c*c.. , *\ , ed Lffl’t '’it Cite, tltc fame t freer who hul defended the 
fc'ch *t t*.e fe-e t! f Pc .d’cliem, pr> poled to .nit "nee the hcld-ptccci 
r t *- right, an- 1 h-t*er dm* n the 'I Ini indeed u "s the only 

irsf.u-Vc r.cth'td o‘ ; 'ft! , hut tying deemed too dclpcntc to he 
nttnr.j ’ed, i’ vi <lc*crmncd to endow our to terrify the enemy hy 
lomba'umg the pTco vith cohcnr Shells ve'C thrown tmtd the 
t terrm's when tlte fire cc"fed until the next night : and lieforc the 
next mo'Ynj '’ll lire fliclls were expended, whhout basing done any 
d"m*3c to the fo*t, or imdc any hnprcfiion on the intnds of the garrilon. 
It v *s dicreforc refohed to retreat without delay 

The ermy nvrehed back by the fame road in which they had ad- 
\ anted. Du r tng the firfl. mile tlic country' was coscrcd with wood*, 
from which the enemy galled the flank of the line, not only with muf- 
quct*y , but 111 cafe with fame pieces of licasy artillery, v Inch they had 
earned into the thickets before the Englifh decamped , and fomc platoons 
of Europeans were detached to diflodge them Tlic thickets extended 
to the bank of a mulct which the troops had croflcd m the march to 
Dew-Cotah, dunng die retreat of the t.dc . the rivulet was at that time 
fordable, and no one had examined it fuflicicntly to form an idea of the 
depth of the channel, which was now filled with water by the rifing of 
the tide, and the flream ran very rapidly The Cooleys, who carried 
tlic lefs bulky parts of the baggage, marched before die troops, and as 

Q__2 foon 




Book U. 


3.16 ' 4 The War of Coromandel. 

1749. loon as they came to the bank of the nvulet, were fired upon with great 

— “v-- > vivacity from behind the thickets Timorous, as are all the lower calls 
of Indians, they plunged into die frream, which was feven or eight 
feet deep, and prelfing upon one another with outcries and confufion, 
loft by their fears the ftrength nccefiaiy to lave themfelves, and in left 
than a quarter of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The 
troops, lpeCtators of this difafter, halted , and fired to diflodge the ene- 
my, untd the tide had ebbed fufficiently to render die rivulet fordable, 
by which time they were driven out of mulket-lhot, and the army 
palled die nvulet without interruption , and continuing dieir retreat un- 
molefted, arrived at Chilambaram late at night, much fatigued widi the 
Ikirmifties they had fuftained, and with a march of 15 miles : the next 
day they returned to Fort St. David. 

The intelligence gained during the expedition, as well by the govern- 
ment of Fort St. David, as by the officers who had been in the country 
of Tanjore, convinced every one that the caufe of Saujohee was deftitute 
of abettors amongft his countrymen The Englifli notwithftanding 
determined to continue the war , but this refoluuon did not now pro- 
ceed lb much from the intention of reftoring Saujohee, as from die de- 
lire of wiping out, by feme faccels, the reproach of having retreated 
before the arms of an Indian prince, and from the views. of making feme 
acquifitions that might compenfate the expences which had already 
been incurred The fert of Devi-Cotah is lituated in a populous countiy, 
in which manufactures of linnen proper for the company’s trade are 
fabricated , and the territory in its neighbourhood is the molt fertile 
part of the coaft of Coromandel. On this coaft, from Mafulipatnani 
to Cape Comorin, there is no port capable of receiving a llnp of 300 
tons burden r which defect fubjeCts tbe navigation of thefe parts to great 
nfques at particular feafons. The mouth of the river Coleroon, near 
Devi-Cotah, is indeed generally obftrufled by fands, but the channel 
within the bar is deep enough to receive Hups of die Iargeft burden , 
and it was thought that the bar itfelf might with feme labour and ex pence 
be removed . if this Ihould be effected, the coaft of Coromandel would 
be no longer without a harbour, and die greatell advantages would ac- 
crue to the European nation which fhould obtain die exclufive poflelfion 
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The raft could only be moved acrofs the nvcr bj ropes, fixed with 
pullies on the oppo'fitc bank, but the flations of the enemy rendcied 
this a very hazardous enterprizc : the fame carpenter who had made 
the raft, offered to execute this fervicc hkcwife, and m the middle of 
a very dark -night fwam over the river, carrying the end of a rope with 
him, -which he fattened to the root of a large tree within a few yards 
of one of the enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not difeovered 
The rope was funk in 'the water, that die enemy might not perceive 
it, and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the firft detachment of 
400 Europeans, with three field pieces, embarked upon the raft , at the 
fame time the four pieces of battering cannon, with fix field pieces, be- 
gan to file with great vivacity upon the oppofitc thickets, to deter the 
Tanjonnes from approaching the bank near enough to difeover the rope 
They were fo much furpnzed at tins new and unexpected manner of 
approach, that, fortunately, none of them guefled the means by which 
it was performed The walls and towers of the fort were manned with 
multitudes, who, as well as thole under cover of the thickets, fired 
irregularly, but Without mternufiion, from their matchlocks , but the 
detachment, although much* galled, refrained from returning the fire, 
left the buftlc of handling their arms fliould overfet die raft, which in a 
quarter of an hour gamed the fhorc. The troops advanced immediately 
to diflodge the Tanjonnes polled in die thickets, who retreated as foon 
as they were fired upon, and took flielter cidier within, die fort, or behind 
the projections of the towers. The raft was fent back, and in the fpacc 
of two hours made feveral paflages, during which the enemy kept up a con- 
tinual fire, both on the troops that were landed, and on thofe on die raft, 
and killed 30 Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had paffed 
the river 

Major Lawrence determined to ftorm die breach without delay The 
entrenchment winch die Tanjonnes intended to throw up before it, was 
left unfimflied j for the Cooleys quitted the work as foon as it was ad- 
vanced fo far as to place them in the line of the fliot battering the walls 
The part which was fimfhed was neverthelefs of fome forvice, for it 
commanded the ground over which the Englifh troops were obliged to 
march to the attack, and likewifo flanked the breach itfelf. About fifty 
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jards m front of the entrenchment ran a deep and miiy rivulet, which 1749. 
extended quite acrols the lflind on which Dcvi-Cotih is fituated. 

Lieutenant Cl« c offered Ins fcrvicc to major Lawrence to lead the 
attack , and die major, who had remarked the rifing military genius 
of this officer, i ciy readily gave lnm die poft of honour he requefted. 

A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, were appointed for this 
fen ice, who were to be fupported by the whole army as foon as die 
entrenchment fliould be carried The Europeans, marching at the head 
of the Sepoys, eroded the rivulet widi difficulty, and four of diem w r crc 
killed by the fire from the fort before they gained the oppofite bank 
As foon as apart of thcScpojs had parted Iihcwife, lieutenant Clive 
advanced bnfkly with the Europeans, intending to attack the en- 
trenchment in flank at dipt end where the Cooleys had difeontmued the 
v. ork. The Sepoys who had parted the rivulet, inftcad of lbllowmg 
clofelj, as dicy were ordered, remained at the bank, waiting until 
they v ere joined by greater numbers The enemy perceived this ncgledl, 
wh.ch left die rear of the Europeans expofed : a number of horfe were 
concealed along the fouth fide of die fort, between the projections of the 
towers , the neareft of which was not more dian forty yards from diat 
part of the entrenchment which lieutenant Clive was preparing to attack. 

Juft as his men were prefenting their mufkets to fire, a party of horfe 
xuflied fword in hand from behind die tower, and by a rapid evolu- 
tion, which manifefted the excellency both of the horfes and the riders, 
fell on the rear of the platoon wadi fo much impetuofity, that the men 
had no dmc to face about and defend themfelves, and m an inftant 26 
of the platoon were cut to pieces A horfeman had his fword uplifted to 
flrike at lieutenant Clive, who efeaped the blow by flopping on one fide 
whdft die horfe parted him, he then ran towards the Sepoys, whom he 
had the good fortune to join, being one of four who v'erc all that efeaped 
from this daughter He found the Sepoys drawn up in order, but they 
had not advanced a ftep to fupport the platoon The Tanjorme horfe, 
fatisfied with their fucccfs, did not profccute their advantage by attack- 
ing die Sepoys, but returned to the ftations from whence they had made 
the onfet. 
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Major Lawrence, on this difafter, determined to attack the trench 
/yv ,vvith all the Europeans, who now eroded the rivulet, and advanced m 
•a compaft body, with a platoon of grenadicis at their head. The ene- 
my kept up an irregular fire until the grenadieis came to the trench, 
and then they took flight along the fouthem fide of the fort The Eng- 
iifli troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the Tanjorinc 
horfe Tallied again fioin behind the tower; and were differed to 
approach withm fourteen yards before the firft platoon gave its fire, 
which was fb well direfled that it ftruck down fourteen horfemen' 
this execution flung the reft into fuch confufion that they immediately 
fled back, and the troops mounting the breach, found it abandoned by 
the garnfon, whom they ddcovered hurrying from all quarters of the 
fort to make their efcape out of the oppofitc gateway * at the fame time 
all the Tanjorine horfe, amounting to 10,000, quitted their ftations near 
the fort, and retreated to the weftward. 

Some of the officers examining die different buildings of the fort, 
found in one of the chambers a Tanjorine laying on die ground despe- 
rately wounded, whom, incapable of moving without afliftance, the 
garnfon in dieir precipitate flight had neglefled to carry off, altho’ he was 
an officer of rank, and an Indian of a very high caft. He was taken care 
of, but with a fullen obftinacy refufed every kind of afliftance, and would 
not fubmit to, the neceflary operations, until he found that die furgeon 
intended to ufe force He was no fboner left alone than he ftnpped off 
■the bandages, and attempted to put an end to his life, by tearing open 
his wounds • fome perfbns were therefore appointed to watch him con- 
tinually, and he was removed into a thatched hut in a diftant part of 
the fort, that his reft might not be difturbed by the bufinefs neceflary 
to be carried on near the chamber where he was firft ddcovered. Find- 
ing himfelf conftandy watched, he behaved for three days with fb much 
compofure, diat they, to whole care he was entrufted, thought he was 
reconciled to life, and relaxing their attention, left him in the night, as 
they imagined, afleep , but they were no fooner got to fome diftance, 
than the Tanjorine crept to ’the corner of the hut, where a lamp was 
burning, and with it fet fire to the thatch, which, in that diy feafon of 
the year, caught the blaze fo fiercely, that he was fuffocated before it 
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could be extinguished. This Indian fell a martyr to his ideas of the 
impurity he had contradted by Suffering Europeans to admimfter to his 
wants. ' 

The troops were employed for a few days in repairing the breach, and 
in other works neceflary to put the fort m a good ftate of defence, after 
which major Lawrence detached a party of ioo Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, to take poflelfion of the pagoda of Achevaram, laying five miles 
to the fouth-weft of Devi-Cotah. All the pagoda’s on the coaft of Co- 
romandel are built on the fame general plan : a large area, which is 
commonly a- Square, is mclofed by a wall of 15 or 20 feet high, and 
in the middle of the area are the temples, which, as if it was intended 
that they fliould be concealed from public view, are never raifed above 
the height of the furrounding wall. In the middle of one or more of 
the fides of this wall is a gateway, over which is built a high tower, not 
defigned as a defence to the pagoda, but as an hifloncal monument of 
the gods to whom it is dedicated , for the four faces of the tower are 
crouded with fculptures, representing the attributes and adventures of thefe 
divinities. The pagoda of Achevaram is a Square of which each of the fides 
extends about 300 yards . it was fiirrendered to theEnglifli detachment on 
the firft Summons by the Brarnms, who intreated them not to enter the 
more facred places but the T anjorine army no fboner heard that the Eng- 
lifli had got pofiefiion of it, than their horror of the pollutions to which 
their temple was expofed, mfpired them with a refolution, which neither 
their attachment to their prince' nor their notions of military honour, 
would have produced, A party of 5000 men marched from the camp, 
and as foon as it was night attacked the pagoda , lome with ladders at- 
tempting to mount the walls, whilft others endeavoured to burn down 
the gate, by piling up agamft it large bundles of ftraw mixed with 
Other combuftible matters The Englifti, knowing they fhould all be 
put to the fword, if the Tanjonnes retook the place, defended themfelves 
vigoroufly Some were employed in overfetting the ladders, whilft others 
fired upon thofe who attempted to mount them The guard who 
defended the gate opened the wicket, firing through it and pufinng 
down the bundles of ftraw with their halberts the enemy ftill perfiftcd 
to bring more ftraw, and continued their attacks until break of day, 

R . when 


Book II. 


The War of Coromandel. 

when they retreated, having loft near 300 men : only five or fix of the 
defenders were killed. The next day major Lawrence marched with 
the greateft part of the army to captain Cope’s affiftance, and the 
Tanjorines made no farther attempts 

By dns time admiral Bofcawen and die government of Fort St. David 
had fufficient reafon to believe, that any future undertaking agamft the 
kingdom of Tanjore would be attended with great difficulties. At the 
fame time the king made propofals of accommodation The Englifli 
ftipulated that the fort of Devi-Cotah, with as much land adjoining to 
it as would produce the annual income of 9000 pagoda’s, fliould be 
ceded to the Eaft India company for ever . that die king of Tanjore 
ffiould reimburfe the expences of the war , and diat he fliould allow 
Saujohee a penfion of 4000 rupees ; they obliging themfelves to be 
anfwerable for his perfon, as likewife diat he fliould never give any 
more difturbance to the kingdom The king of Tanjore acceded with- 
out hefitation to thefe conditions , but his compliance did not proceed fb 
much from his dread of the Englifli arms, as from his fenfe of the danger 
widi which his kingdom was threatened, m confequcnce of events which 
happened a few days before in the Carnatic, and which had ftruck die 
whole coall of Coromandel with confternation 

Chunda-faheb, made pnfoner by the Marattoes, when diey took the 
city of Tntchanopoly in 174 x, was efteemed by them a prize of Co ' 
much importance, that they not only kept him under the ftndeft con- 
finement, but rejeded all the offers he made for his ranfom, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him to pay The 
richcft prince m Indoftan never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid , and Chunda-faheb, either unable or unwilling to 
fatisfy their exorbitant demands, remained m his confinement, corre- 
fponding for fix years with his friends in different provinces, and fug- 
geftmg to them die means of inducing the Morattoes to fet him at li- 
berty for a moderate fum 

The chiefs who were related to the former fucceffion of Nabobs, which 
ended by the afiaflination of the young Seid Mahomed, retained dieir 
averfion to the reign of An’war-adean Khan , but they faw no one 
amongft themfelves in the Carnatic endowed with fufficient power and 
1 repu- 
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reputation to attempt the recovery of the government into their own 
family. There cviflcd indeed at Vandcvafli a brother of Scid Mahomed, 
bom after the death of their father, the Nabob Subdcr-ally Khan , but 
the infancy of this prince rendered him unfit to appear at the head of a 
confederacy • And altho’ Mortiz'-ally Khan, the gov emor of Vclore, was 
a near relation to the former Nabobs, and pofi'dkd a large domain 
with great trcafurcs, jet his extreme pufillanimity rendered him inca- 
pable of heading a dangerous enterprize, and the knowledge of his 
treacherous difpofition deftrov cd all confidence in the engagements he 
might enter into Of the reft, none had great reputation as generals, 
nor great power as princes, but, collcftcd under a proper head, their 
ftrength might become formidable 

Chunda-faheb had made lus way to the higheft offices of the govern- 
ment by his fword, and was cftccmed the ablcft foldier that had of late 
j cars appeared in thcCarnatic His contempt of the fordid means by which 
moft of the Indian princes amafs trcafurcs, had gained him the affedhons 
of the whole province, and an excellent underftanding contnbutcd to make 
his character univcrfally revered The reft of die chiefs therefore concurred t 
in regarding him as the fitted perfon to enter into competition with An- 
war-adean Khan for the Nabobfiup, but this teftimony of their deference 
for fomc time only ferved to nvet his fetters more ftrongly , for theMo- 
nittoes increafcd their demands in proportion as they found the charafter 
of dieir pnfbncr nfing in importance 

The wife and fon of Chunda-faheb had remained at Pondicherry 
from the time that he was carried away by the Morattoes , and the year 
after that event Mr. Dupleix amved there, appointed governor-general 
of the French nation m India He treated the family of Chunda-faheb, 
under his protedbon, with great refpedt , and by a frequent mtercourfe 
with the wife, very foon learnt the ftate of her hufband’s affairs, and the 
difpofitions of his relations m the province His fagacity diftmguifhed, in 
thefe latent principles of future convulfions, a pofiibihty of aggrandizing 
his nation in India, where many caufes concurred to prevent their eftab- 
lilhments from becoming fo eminently advantageous as he was ambitious 
of rendering them 

The Englifh, cftablifhed in Indoftan many years before the French 
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had made any fettlements m the countiy, had confirmed in the na- 
tives a prepofleflion in their favour, by the pun&uality of their deal- 
ings, the goodnefs of die commodities they imported, and, above al*» 
by the great extent of their trade, and this fuperiority perpetually inter- 
rupted the progrefs of the French commerce At the fame time the 
affairs of all the European colonies were controuled by die Mogul govern- 
ment almoft as much as thole of the natives themfelves, who are fubjeffc to 
the moft deipotic fway , for their trade was liable to the interruption of 
eveiy great and petty officer through whole diftrnft or department it pafled ; 
and in Bengal, where Mr. Dupleix had refided for a long time, there never 
palled a year in which the Nabob did not extort large fums of money 
from each of die European fetdements gamfons were maintained, and 
other military expences incurred, which greatly dimimflied the profits of 
die trade , but fuch was the high opinion of the military flrength of the 
Indian governments, that the European troops were never employed in op- 
fition to the will of the prince of die countiy. At the fame tune all the 
manufadtures of India proper for the markets of Europe had, from a 
long'fucceffion of importations of filver, nfen fo much m pnee, and 
dimimfhed ib much in the goodnefs of the fabnek, that they afforded 1 
much lefs profit than in former times The concurrence of thefe difad- 
vantages convinced Mr Dupleix that the trade of Indoftan was no longer 
worth the attention of France, nor indeed of any other nation in Europe 
But difcovermg the unmilitary charadter of the natives, and the perpe- 
tual diflentions of their rulers, he was led to imagine, that by joining fome 
of theft competitors he might gain by conqueft more advantages than 
any odier European nation had hitherto derived from trade He therefore 
determined to profecute this plan, by giving alfiftance to Chunda-faheb 
Thefe ideas probably dictated diofe impediments which he flung m 
the way of Mr de la Bourdonnais’s operations, to prevent him from 
employing his troops, after the capture of Madrafs, in other parts of 
India , for at that time M Dupleix held a conftant correlpondence with 
Chunda-faheb m his impnfonment, and they were then concerting the 
means of accompliflnng their mutual mterefts The meafure neceflaiy 
to be firft carried into execution, was the releafe of Chunda-faheb , and, 
Mr Dupleix guaranteeing the engagement, the Morattoes were at kft 
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fatt'ficd with 700,000 rupcc«, and contented to furnifli lum with 3000 
of their o\\ n troops 

With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah in 
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to make conqucfls wherever 
the opportunity prclcntcd, until lie fhould acquire, by contributions, 
the treafurcs ncccilary to maintain an army fufficicnt to attack the 
prot incc of Arcot lie arrived, during the fiege of Pondicherry, 
on the u cflcrn confines of the Carnatic, and found two Rajas at war. 
he fided with one of them, who, betrayed by fbtnc of his officers, 
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is laid that 
Chunda-faheb himfclf was taken pnfbncr, but that he was immediately 
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattocs, 
which enjoined all princes whomfoever to refpeft his perfon, on pam of 
incurring the ixflntmcnt of the whole Morattoc nation The grcatefl 
part of Chunda-falicb’s troops were difpcrfid after this defeat, and he 
w as left witli only 300 men, when he received an invitation from the 
Raja of Chitterdourg, to come to his affiflancc, and take the command 
of his army againfl the Raja of Bedrour. The territories of thefe two 
princes lay near the caflcrn confines of the country of Canara, which 
extends along the coafl of Malabar between the rivers Alcga and Can- 
gerccora. Difaflcrs could not deprefs the fpint of Chunda-faheb , he 
marched away, with the handful of men he commanded, and arrived 
juft as the two armies were ready to engage In this battle his courage 
and flcill w'ere fo w’cll fbeonded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he 
obtained a complete vidtory three thoufand of the enemy’s horfe, after 
the defeat, offered their fervice to him, whom he took into his pay, 
and likewife 2500 of the troops of his ally . fo that he now law him- 
fclf at the head of 6oco men • but this force being foil mfufficient to 
attempt the conqueft of the Carnatic, he found refburces m the con- 
fcquences of other events, which had lately happened at Delhi, and in 
the government of the foubahfhip of the fouthern provinces 

The Great Mogul, Mahomed Schah, who had fufFered m 1739 the 
humiliation of laying his crown at the feet of Thamas Kouh Khan, by 
whom he was again remflated m the monarchy of Indoflan, continued 
to govern the empire with fo trembling a hand, that the principal officers 
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of his court afted in their feveral departments without controul, and be- 
came a terror to their fovereign. In the beginning of the year 1748, 
the Pitans, from the countries north of Lahore, advanced towards Delhi 
with a very numerous army The Mogul’s troops, headed by lus fon 
.Ahmed Schah, marched agamft them , and du r ing their abfence, the 
Vizir, with feveral Omrahs, took pofleffion of the palace, and murdered 
Mahomed Schah His fon returned victorious over the Pitans, and 
affeCted to abdicate his right to the throne, until he had got the pnncipat 
perfons who had conlpired agamft his father into his power : he then 
caufed them to be put to death, and afeended the throne with the ap- 
pearance of more rcfolution than had been exerted by any of his prede- v 
ceffors lince the death of the great Aurengzeb 

Ahmed Schah, confidenng the indcpendance of Nizam al muluck as 
the principal fource of the enormities pradhfed by the Omrahs at Delhi, 
who were m conftant corrcfpondence with this prince, endeavoured 
to induce him to come to court, 'where it is probable the fame fate as 
the confpirators had fuffered was prepared for him The Mogul’s folli- 
citations, and even his injunctions, could not prevail on the crafty Soubah 
to quit his province , but it is faid, that they created fo much uneafinefs 
jn his mind, that his end, already approaching with extreme old age, 
was haftened by his apprehenfions of the unexpected dangers to which 
his latter days were expofed It was believed in the provinces of his 
government, that he had poifoncd himfelf this report fliews the readinefs 
with which the people of Indoftan aferibe the deaths of their princes to 
fimfter caufes , for Nizam al muluck was 104 years old at the time of 
Jus death, which happened in 1748, a few months after the acceflion of 
the Mogul Ahmed Schah 

He left five fons the eldeft, Ghazi-o’-din Khan, held the poft of cap- 
tain-general of the empire at Delhi the fecond, Nazir-jmg, had once 
fled from his father’s court, and appeared in arms agamft him The 
father took the field , and when the two armies were near each other, 
confined himfelf to his tent fo ftnCUy, that by firft making his own army 
believe he was reduced to the point of death by ficknefs, the report was 
hkewife believed in the camp of Nazir-jing, and by Nazir-jmg him- 
felf, -to whom meffengers were continually fent with pathetic invita- 
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Lons from his father, defiring to embrace him before he died The 1749 
ftratngcm was lo well conduced, that Nazir-jing atlaft determined to ' — “v — 
piy the % lilt, and no fooncr entered Nizam al muluck’s tent than he was 
nrrefled, and put in irons, and accompanied his father under this reftraint 
during fcvcral months, until Nizam al muluck being perfuaded of his 
contntion, accepted of his fobnuffions, and lit him at liberty, after 
which lie was not guilty of any difobcdicncc Tlic other three "fons had 
not dilhngutlhcd thcmlchcs either for good or evil, but had always 
remained conftant attendants at their father’s court. 

The great men m Indoftan bear great affection to their children 
during tber infancy , but as foon as tbefe arrive at the age of 
emancipation, the perpetual intrigues of an Indian court render them, 
from being a conlolation to their parents, the objects of their mif- 
truft.: for there arc nc\cr wanting thofc who endeavour to engage 
them in parties, and even in plot. : from hence It often happens, that 
a prince, m his latter days, In c* without affedhon to Ills own Ions, and 
gives c\ cry kind of paternal preference to his grandchildren, and this 
recurs fo frequently to obfervation, that one of the oriental poets has 
faid, " that the parents ha\ c, during the life of their fons, fucli over- 
weening affedhon for their grandchildren, becaulc dicy fee m them 
the enemies of their enemies ” Amongft the grandfons of Nizam al 
muluck was one bom of his favourite daughter This young man, 
called Hidayct mohy-o-dean, he had always kept near his perfon, and chc- 
riflbcd with great affedhon, mfomuch that, immediately after lus death, 
a report prevailed, that he had in lus will not only appointed this grand- 
fon to inherit the greateft part of his treafurcs, but had likcwife named 
him his fuccefibr in the government of the fouthern provinces It is 
very difficult to afeertain the authenticity of any of the written adtsafenb- 
cd to the princes of Indoftan, for uling a feal as tbeir ffgnaturc, the im- 
preflion is cafily counterfeited , and this, as well as other methods of 
forgery, are commonly pradhfed without fcruple, whenever it is thought 
( expedient to have recourfe to them . fo that we cannot determine whether 
the report of the bequeft made by Nizam al muluck to his grandfon> 
was well grounded, or without foundation . it is certain, that it was 
generally believed. As a feudatory to the Mogul empire, Nizam al 
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1749 muluck had no right to bequeath even Ius trcafurcs, much Ids his 

— v — > fovereignty? but it is now many years that the fundamental regula- 
tions of thc empire have been infringed with impunity by the gover- 
nors of the provinces of Indoftan. - 

Nazir-jing had for lome time commanded his father’s army, and avail- 
ed himfelf of the power derived from his offices to oppofe the pretenfions 
of his nephew Hidayet mohy-o-dcan He began by feizing Nizam al- 
muluck’s treafures, and with thefe prepared to keep pofleflion of die fo- 
vereignty he pretended, that lus father had named his cldcft fon Ghazt- 
o -dm Khan to be his heir, and that Ghazi-o’-din Khan preferring thc 
employment he held at die court of Delhi, had ceded to him thc foubah- 
flnp of the fouthern provinces : and that tins fovercignty was confirmed 
to him from the throne. 

Amongft other mftances of the contempt with which die majefiy bf 
the emperor is treated, the governors of provinces have of late years not 
only counterfeited, without hefitation, letters, orders and patents, from 
the court, but have even hired’ men to aft the part of officers mvefted 
by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with diem on thc 
affairs of their government Thefe mock delegates arc received with great 
pomp in the capital . die vicc-roy or Nabob humbles himfelf before thc 
pretended reprefentative, who delivers in public lus credentials, and * 
the fiftitious orders he has been mftrufted to enforce Thefe mca- 
fures are praftifed to appeafe the minds of the people, who ftill 
retain fo mych reverence to the blood of Tamerlane, that a viceroy 
always thinks it necefiary to create an opinion amongft them that 
he is a favourite with the emperor, even when he is in arms agamft his 
authority Both Nazir-jmg and Hidayet mohy-o-dean exhibited patents 
from the Mogul, and produced delegates from Delhi Hidayet mohy- 
o-dean gave out that the emperor, on appointing him to fucceed to his 
grandfather’s eftates, had dignified him with the name of Murzafa-jmg, 
or The Invincible , by which he w as afterwards diftinguifhcd But thc 
wealth of which Nazir-jing had taken pofleflion enabled him to keep 
his father’s army m pay , and this was fb numerous, that thc forces 
which Murzafa-jing had collefted were not fufficient to oppofe him with 
any probability of fyiccefs. This pnned therefore kept the field m the 
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countries weft of Gol-kondah, with an army of 25,00011100, waiting 
for fomc lucky event tint might enable, him to attack his uncle with 
more probability of fucccfs. 

Chunda-faheb, foon after his fucccfs at Chitterdourg, heard of the 
fituation of Murzafi-jing's affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 
like himfclf, from the fimilanty of their fortunes, was obliged to try the 
chance of bold and defperate cntcrprizcs, lie determined to join Murzafa- 
jwg, and offer him the (crvicc of his fw ord Ins military reputation caufed 
him to be rcccitcd with open arms, and the troops which he brought widi 
lum were taken into Murzafi-jmg’s pay Chunda-faheb highly ac- 
knowledged his right to the foubaflup of the fouthem provinces, and foon 
gained his confidence by the zeal he expreffed for his caufc he then ex- 
plained his ow n pretenfions to the government of the Carnatic, and cafily 
prevailed on his new lord to confirm his titles by letters patent, appoint- 
ing him to the nabobflnp of Arcot , but the obtaining of tins favour 
was not the only proof of the great afccndancc which he had acquired 
over the young prince's mind He reprefented that the countries near 
Gol-kondah were too much awed by die terror of Nazir-jing’s army to 
declare m Murzafa-jing’s favour, until lie could collcdl a much greater 
force dian that which accompanied him at prefent , and that die fame 
dread would be a perpetual obftacle to the augmentation of his army 
in die countries where he now kept the field, but that his force 
w’as fully fufficicnt for the conqucft of the Carnatic agamfl his own 
rival An’war-adean Khan , that this conqucft, by putting them in pof- 
fcflion of the extenfive territories winch lay between Arcot and Cape 
Comorin, would furnifh fuch refources both of men and money, as 
might enable him to return and attack Nazir-jmg with equal force 
Chunda-faheb then offered himfclf as the companion and conductor of 
Murzafa-jing until this hardy enterpnze fliould be accompliflied, or, if 
fortune frowned, until they fliould both perifh in the attempt The 
romantic caft of this project could not fail of making the ftrongeft 1m- 
preflion on the mind of a yottng prince naturally brave, and ambitious 
of acquiring a fbvereignty Murzafa-jmg now looked upon Chunda- 
faheb as his guardian angel, and agreed implicitly to follow all hts 
v,ews. 
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Mr. Duplcix very foon received intelligence of thefe rcfolutions, and 
was invited to take part m the projeft, with affuranccs of receiving con- 
fiderable advantages for himfelf and the French Ead India company, 
if it fuccecded. Nothing could be more conformable to Ins views thin 
fuch an opportunity of aggrandizing at once Ins own reputation and 
the mtcreds of his nation m India As foon as lie heard that Murzafa- 
jing’s army approached the confines of the Carnatic, lie ordered 400 
Europeans and 2000 Sepoys to march and join them This body was 
commanded by Mr d’Autcuil, and accompanied by Raza-faheb, the fon 
of Chunda-faheb, who had refided at Pondichcriy during the whole 
time of his father s impnfonment 

An’war-ndein Khan, the Nabob of Arcot, from his acccfiion after 
the murder of Seid Mahomed, had governed the Carnatic without re- 
ceiving any didurbancc from mtcftine commotions, and very little from 
foreign hoftilitics , for all the military operations of 1ns reign had con- 
fided in die reduction of certain Polygars, who, from territories confining 
on the Carnatic, had made fome predatory incurfions into the province. 
But his attention had been condandy fived on the perfon of Chunda- 
faheb : he kept cmiflaries at Sattarah, to oblcrve him during his con- 
finement, which it is probable he protracted by bribing the Morattoes 
As foon as Chunda-faheb was fet at liberty, die Nabob never doubted, 
how much foever he diflembled, that the time approached when he 
fhould be obliged to maintain his government by his fvvord He re- 
formed his army, which, like thofe of mod Indian pnnees in times of 
peace, was compofed of an undifciplined rabble, and cnlidcd none but 
the bed men and horfes Of thefe he formed a well-ippomtcd army, 
confiding of 1 2,000 cavalry and 8000 infantry, and widi this force de- 
termined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic to extremity • but an- 
other meafure equally neceffaiy to his prefervation he omitted , for he 
negledted, probably from the parfimony of his dtfpofition, to afk from 
the Englifh die afiidance of a body of their troops , and the Enghfh, 
employed m fupporting a much le/s important caufe, were equally blind 
to their real mtered, in negledhng to join the Nabob of dieir own accord, 
as foon as diey found the French determined to fupport lus rival 
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Chumfa-fihcb "nil Mumfi-ung approached, levying contributions in 
tlic countries thro’ winch they p-ficd, m virtue of die quality of Soubah 
afliimcd by Mur/"f’-jJng In their progrefs they likcvvifc augmented 
the number of tlu.tr troop*, winch, when arrived at the borders of the 
O’tTPtic, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops lent from Pondicherry 
eroding the wcflcm mount un«, at a diftancc from An’vvar-ndcan Khan’s 
army, joined Mumfa-jing without opposition, who immediately pro- 
ceeded to attack die Nabob, and found him encamped, widi 20,000 
men, under the fo r t of Amour, hying 50 miles weft of Arcot, and 
about 30 to the loutli of Dimal-chcm, where Do^ft-ally Khan wa 9 
killed fighting agatnft die Moraltocs m 1741. This fort of Amour is 
built on die fummit of a mountain, between which and a large lake at 
Ibmc diftancc from it is one of die principal pafles leading into die Car- 
natic. The Nabob had thrown up acrofs die pals a ftrong entrenchment 
defended by cannon, which was ferved by about 60 vagabond Euro- 
peans The ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water from the 
lake, with which the Nabob had likcwifc caulcd the ground m front to 
be overflowed 

Mr. d’Autcuil olFercd to Chunda-faheb to ftorm the entrenchment with 
the troops fent from Pondiclicny, without the afiiftpncc of any part of 
Murzafa-jmg’s army , and Chunda-faheb, glad of an opportunity to 
flhcvv di?t prince die great fcrviccs which the European allies he had 
procured for him were capable of performing, readily accepted the offer. 
The French loldtcrs were animated by exaggerated representations of 
the great trcafurcs and odicr valuable plunder m the Nabob’s camp, and 
advanced with the Sepoys rclolutcly to the attack, but they were rc- 
pulfcd, chiefly by die Nabob’s artillery', of which the firft difeharge 
was well pointed, and did execution, they rallied, and made a fecond 
attack, w hich lafted more than half an hour, and many of them had 
now mounted the breaft-work of the entrenchment , but they were again 
beat off, and obliged to retire , and m dus attack Mr. d’Autcuil was 
w'ounded Stimulated by die expectations which were entertained of 
their proweft by Chunda-faheb and Murznfa-jing, who with the whole 
army under their command had been Ipedtators of the repulfes they 
had fuftained, they refolved to make another effort . at the fame time 
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the courage of the defenders' had been ftaggered by the progrefs which 
the French troops had made in the preceding attack ; fo that Mr, d’Au- 
teuil now found lefs rcfiftancc than he expedted, and the French got 
over the breaft-work with little lofs. Tlic different bodies polled to de- 
fend the intrcnchmcnt took flight as foon as they law die French irr 
poffeflion of it thefe formed, and advanced m order towards the 
enemy’s mam body, where the Nabob’s ftandard was difplaycd He 
was here m pcrfon, r . mounted on an elephant, and furrounded, accord- 
ing to die Indian military array, by the chofen cavalry of his army, 
whom he was animating with great fpirit to (land dicir ground, when 
numbers of the troops of Mutzafa-jing, led by Chunda-faheb, having 
eroded the entrenchment, joined the French battalion, and appeared 
advancing with them. In this inftant the Nabob was informed that die 
ftandard of Maphuze Khan, his cldcft fon, who commanded a wing 
of the mam body, had difappeared, and that Maphuze Khan himfelf 
was flam by a cannon fliot. In the firft agitations caufcd by this dif- 
aftcr, he perceived the elephant of Chunda-faheb, and knew the enfigns 
of his rival more than one paflion was now excited , and the Nabob, 
furious by the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered the 
conductor of his elephant, with the pronufe of a great reward, to pufli 
, diredtly againft die elephant of Chunda-faheb A part of the French 
battalion was in the way diey fired , a fliot from the mufquct of a 
Caffre went through the Nabob’s heart, and he fell from Ins elephant 
dead on the plain As it generally happens m the battles of Indoftan 
on die death of the commander in chief, all thofe troops who had hi- 
therto appeared determined to ftand by the Nabob’s ftandard fled, as loon 
as he fell, and the rout became general Murzafa-jing’s troops pur- 
fued the fugitives, took many, and killed more Amongft the flam were 
three or four principal officers, and amongft thofe who furrcndcrcd 
was' Maphuze Khan the Nabob’s cldcft fon his fon Mahomcd-ally 
was likcwifc in the batde , but he faved himfelf by taking flight Twelve 
of the French battalion were killed, and 63 wounded and about 300 
of their Sepoys were either killed or wounded of Murzafa-jing’s 
army very few were loft. This dccifivc battle was fought on the 23d 
of July the vidortous army found the tents of the defeated Hand- 
ing. 
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ing, and great quantities of baggage m the camp, which they plun- 1749. 
dcred : the lx>oty was \ ilmblc , fixty elephants, and a great number of ' — r—J 
liorfcs, were taken , which, witli the artillery', arms, and military {lores, 
Chunda-f’hcb and Murzafa-jmg referved to thcmfclvcs, and permitted 
tliar foldiery to take the reft of the fpoil : the French battalion had their 
reward in money’ The next d-*y the army fet out for Arcot, the 
capital, and took poficfiion of die city' and its fort without meeting any 
oppofiuon. 

Mur 7 afa-jing here nfiumcd all the ftatc and ceremonial of a Soubah, 
and, as die firft mark of his audionty, i(Tucd letters patent appointing his 
friend Chund^-falicb Nabob of the Cam- 1 tic, and of all the other dominions 
which had been under the jurifd’dlion of An’w ar-adcan Khan This fud- 
den revolution naturally ftruck v ldi conflernation all the chiefs and princes 
of the coaft of Coromandel v ho wiflicd ill to die caufc of Chunda-faheb. 
Tc'cmoft of thefe was the king of Tanjorc, whofc anccftor, at the time 
that the Moo's conquered the Carnatic, fubmitted on condition of go- 
verning his country by its original cuftoms , and for the enjoyment of 
this priviledgc agreed to pay an annual tribute, as well as to fumifh a 
cont-nacncy of troops v henever the go. eminent of the Carnatic fliould 
be at war in fupport of the rntcrofts of the great Mogul When Chun- 
da-faheb, in 1736, was confirmed in the government of Tritchanopoly, 
he fummoned the king of Tagore to account for arrears of tribute, and 
pretended that he had in other rcfpc&s oTended '’gain ft the fbver-ignty 
of the emperor. A war enfued, in vhich Chunda-faheb befieged the 
capital of Tan,0'C, but wi'hout Deeds The dread entertained of his 
amultron by the princes of the fouthem parts of the pemndila, together 
with their detcftation of the violations committed by his troops in their 
temples, induced thefe princes, and above all the Ing of Tanjorc, to 
fo’l'rit the Morattces to invade the Carnatic, at the fame time that 
Nizam 2! muluck, from other motives, was indicating that people to 
attack it. The difafters brought on the reigning family at Arcot, and 
the detriment which Chunda-faheb himfelf had differed by the incur- 
fion of tne Morattoes, were fuch as left no hopes of reconciliation in 
thofe who had contributed to bring about that revolution The news 
of the battle of Amour reached Tanjore whllft the Englifh troops under 
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the command of Major Lawrence were in the country, and (truck the 
king with fo much terror, that, to gain their friendflup, or even to make 
them ceafe hoftilities at this critical conjuncture, he would, if infilled on, 
have agreed to much harder terms than thofe winch the Englifli impofed. 
After the ratification of the treaty by which Dcvi-Cotah was ceded, 
Major Lawrence, leaving a garnfon m that fort, returned with the reft 
of the troops to Fort St. David, where news had been lately received 
that a peace was concluded in Europe 'between Great Britain and 
France 

The revolution at Arcot did not fail to create much follicitude in the 
Englifli at Fort St David , and the part which Mr. Duplcix had taken 
in it fufficiently explained his ambitious views . but unfortunately their 
own proceedings at this very time agamft the king of Tanjorc deflroycd 
the propriety of any protefts againft Duplcix’s conduct, for they could 
accufe him of nothing, which they had not done thcmfelvcs Avoid- 
ing therefore any difcufiions on the battle of Amour, they confined 
themfelves fbi the prefent to demand the rcftoration of Madrafs, which 
the French, by an article m die peace of Aix la Chapellc, were obliged 
to deliver up Mr Bofcawcn, with a part of the fquadron, failed 
thither to take poflefiion of the town it was evacuated in die middle 
of Auguft, and the Englifli received it in a condition vety different from 
that in which they had left it The buildings within the White 
Town had fuffered no alteration , but the baftions and batteries of this 
quarter had been enlarged and improved The French had utterly de- 
mohfhed that part of the Black Town which lay within 300 yards 
from the White , in which fpace had flood the buildings belonging 
to the mofl opulent Armenian and Indian merchants * with the rums 
they had formed an excellent glacis, which covered the north fide of the 
White Town , and they had likewife flung up another to the fouth fide. 
The defences of the town remained fhll much inferior to thofe of Fort 
St David, where the fortifications had been fo much improved, that 
the Eaft India company ordered, during the war, the prefidency of their 
ifettlements on the coaft of Coromandel to be continued here 

Mr Bofcawen, during his flay at Madrafs, difcovered that the Indian 
Roman Catholics who refided at St. Thome, and formed the greateft 
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part of the inhabitants of this town, were, by the influence of their 
priefts, attached to the French, as brethren of the fame perfuafion. By 
the conftant intercourfe arifing from the vicinity of the two towns, the 
priefts of St Thome were enabled to get intelligence of the tranfadhons 
of the Englifh at Madrafs, and never failed to communicate them to 
Mr. Dupleix, who gave out that Murzafa-jmg had made over the pro- 
perty of St Thome to the French company Mr Bofcawen, to remove 
the prefent inconveniences, and to prevent the greater detriments which 
would anfe by the eftabhfliment of a French garrifbn m the town, took 
pofleffion of it for the Englifh company The town had for many years 
belonged to the Nabobs of Arcot , and after the death of An’war-adean. 
Khan feemed to belong to nobody, for there were no officers either civil 
or military adfang with authority in the place. All the fufpedted priefts 
were bamfhed , and one of them, who had been lent by Mr. Dupleix 
from Pondicherry, was put on board a fhip, and tranfported to Europe. 
The Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and a fmall redoubt, capable 
of containing about 30 men, was raifed at the mouth of the river. 

In the mean time Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb were employed at 
Arcot in fettling the affairs of their new government, they fummoned all 
the chiefs of diftridts, and governors of forts, friends as well as foes, to 
pay a contribution, which they received from many, and, amongft the 
reft, Mortiz-’ally, the governor of Velore, paid 700,000 rupees After 
having thus eftablifhed the reputation of their authority as fovereigns, 
they proceeded with the greateft part of their army, accompanied by 
the French battalion, to Pondicherry, and made their entry into the 
city with great pomp Mr Dupleix received them with all the often- 
tatious ceremonies and oriental marks of refpedt due to the high rank 
they affumed, and fpared no expence in his entertainment of Murzafa- 
jmg, to raife in him a high opinion of the grandeur and magnificence 
of the French nation Here they fettled the plan of their future opera- 
. tions, and Chunda-faheb prefented Mr Dupleix with the fbvereignty 
- of 8 1 villages in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry after which he 
took die field with Murzafa-jing, and encamped about 20 miles to the 
weft of the city. 
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Mahomed-ally, the fecond Ion of An’war-adean Khan, fled from the 
battle of Amour direftly to Tritchanopoly, where his mother, with the 
greateft part of his father’s treafures, had been fent ibr fecurity, on the 
firft news of Chunda-faheb’s approadi to the Carnatic. This city was 
much better fortified than any place of the fame extent under An’war- 
adean Khan’s government , neverthelefs there remained little hopes of 
defending it agamft Murzafa-jing aflifted by the French troops, unlefs 
die gamfon was reinforced by a body of Enghfh Mahomed-ally, not 
doubling but the Englifh would be convinced of the neceffity of flopping 
the French progrefs, applied to them, as fo on as he got to Tritchano- 
poly, for afliflance He aflerted, that both Murzafa-jing and Chunda- 
faheb were rebels to the empire , that Nazir-jmg was the real Soubali 
appointed by the Great Mogul , and that he himfelf was the real Nabob 
of the Carnatic, having obtained the reverfion of the nabobfhip from 
Nizam al muluck, and he daily expefted to receive the confirmation 
from Nazir-jmg , and a few days afterwards he affirmed that he had 
received the patents of his appointment 

Whilft Mr. Dupleix was profecutmg a plan which he knew to be 
entirely agreeable to die views of die monarch and minifters of France^ 
the agents of the Enghfh Eaft India company were not authorized from 
the court of directors to involve their affairs m die nfks and expences of 
military operations : for having neidier fofpeCted the views of Mr. Du- 
pleix, nor, until die tranfitory expedition to Tanjore, entertained any 
fuch views themfelves, they had neglected to afk, and confequently 
the directors to give, fiich a power to exert themfelves as the prefent 
fituation of affairs required at the fame time they retained their an- 
cient reverence to the Mogul government. Murzafa-jing, for- ought 
they knew, might be the Mogul’s reprefentative, and fo might Nazir- 
jing * they were in the fame uncertainty of Mahomed-ally’s title , and 
therefore dreaded the nfque of fubjeCfang the company’s fetdements m all 
parts of India to the refentment of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering 
in the prefent war of Coromandel, they fliould chance to take the 
wrong fide Neceffity was their juftification for having taken pofleffion 
of St Thome , and they already repented feverely of their expedition to 
Tanjore . and relinquiihmg all views of conqueft, they imagined that 

the 
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the rcfhtution of thefe places would at any time fttisfy the Mogul go- 1749. 
vernment, which they wcic very unwilling to offend any farther. Re- ' — * — - 
ftruntd by this (pint of caution, at the fame time that they fully faw 
the dangers to which they were expofed, they were incapable of 
taking the vigorous rcfolutions which the ncccflity of their affairs de- 
manded They fliould have kept Mr. Bofeawen with lus force on 
die coafl, and loincd their whole ftrength to Maliomcd-nlly, without 
confidcnng who was or was not nuthori/cd to fight in the Carnatic, 
whereas they only lent 120 Europeans to join Mahomcd-ally at 
Tntclnnopoly, and fuffered Mr Bofeawen to return to England with 
the fleet and troops, notwithstanding he had declared that lie would 
remain, if the prcfidcncy publickly requefted him not to depart at this 
critical conjundurc. 

On the 21ft of Oflober the fleet failed from Fort St. David, leaving 
behind 300 men, to reinforce the garrifbn. The French w r cre fo fcnfiblc 
of the great advantages they fliould derive from Mr Bofeawen’s de- 
parture, that they could not immediately bring thcmfelvcs to believe that 
he intended to quit India, but imagined that had lie only left the coafl: 
to avoid the ftormy monfoon, and purpofed to return as loon as that 
fcafdn waspafled However, they were prepared to take advantage 
even of this abfcncc, fliort as they fuppofed it , and the very next day 
Murzafa-jing’s army, accompanied by 800 Europeans, 300 Caffres and 
Topafles, with a train of artillery, began to march fiom Pondi- 
cherry, and eroding the river Colcroon, entered the kingdom of 
Tanjore. 

Mr Dupleix had ftrongly recommended to Chunda-faheb to fuffer 
nothing to divert him from proceeding dirc&ly to attack the city of 
Tntchanopoly , fince it was evident, that until this place was reduced, 
the family of An’war-adcan Khan would always be enabled to make 
efforts to recover the nabobflup Chunda-faheb acquicfccd in the 
truth of this rcafomng , and, not to difcouragc the ardour with which 
Mr. Dupleix fupported his caufc, folcmnly pronufed to follow his 
advice, when at the fame time he intended to ad contrary to it. Fiom 
the dread of leflcmng his own importance, as well as that of Muizafa- 
jing, he had carefully concealed from Mi. Dupleix that their trea- 
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1749. furcs, notwithftanding the large contributions they had raifcd, were 
almoft cxhauftcd by maintaining fo numerous an army, and fear- 
ing that the fiege of Tritchanopoly might be protracted fo long, that 
their troops would defert for want of pay before the place was taken, lie 
had determined to open the campaign by the liege of Tanjorc, which 
being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days eithei to take, or to reduce 
to fuch extremities, as would induce the king to pay a large fum of 
money to fave his capital and his crown 

As foon as the army entered die kingdom, Chunda-lahcb fum- 
moned the king to pay the arrears of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Subdcr-ally Khan in 1741 5 aflerting, that whatever he 
might have paid in the interval to An'war-adcan Khan was not a tnbute 
to the Mogul government, but a contribution to fupport a rebel agamft 
it. It is the cultom in Indoftan to make the conquered pay all the cx- 
pences of the war j and Chunda-faheb adding to the account of the 
arrears an exaggerated account of die charges of Murzafa-jtng’s expedi- 
tion into the Carnatic, made the - total of his demand amount to 
40 millions of rupees The king, upon the firft approach of the enemy 
had fhut himfelf up m Ins capital, and now feeing the dorm, which 
he had for fome time apprehended, ready to break upon his head, loft 
courage, and offered to pay a ranfom this was more ncccffary to Chunda- 
faheb, than either the reduction of the city, or even die conqucft of die 
kingdom , for in the firft cafe the treafures, as is the cuftom 111 times of 
danger, would be buried, and m the other no revenue, m the confufions of 
a revolution, could be collected for fome months In order therefore to 
convince the king of his readinefs to enter into a negociation, he did 
not fuffer his army to approach nearer than direc miles of the city , and 
he requefted the commander of the French battalion not to commit 
hoftilities dunng the treaty The wily Tanjonnc knew that by pro- 
tracting time he ffiould mcreafe the diftrefs of his enemies, and in 
lus letters exprefled himfelf with fo much foeming humility, diat Chunda- 
faheb differed himfelf to be amufed to the middle of December, with- 
out having fettled the terms of accommodation In the mean time the 
king, correfponding with Mahomed-ally at Tritchanopoly, joined with 
him in exhorting Nazir-jing, at Gol-kondah, to come and fettle the 
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affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the example of his father 1749 
Nizam al muluck He likewifc fbllicited the affiftance of the Englifh, c — v — 
who exhorted him to defend himfelf to the laft extremity, but 
fent to his affiftance no more than 20 Europeans, who were de- 
tached from Tritchanopoly, and entered the city of Tanjore m the 
night. 

Mr Duplcix beheld with great anxiety this detention of the army before 
Tanjore, and continually fent letters, leprefenting to Chunda-faheb the fu- 
penor importance of Tritchanopoly and finding that his exhortations had 
no effedt, he ordered the commander of the French battalion to endeavour 
to break off the treaty, by committing fome fignal hoftility By this time 
Chunda-faheb hkewife thought it neceflary to attack the place, and, to 
intimidate the Tanjonnes, ordered the whole army to march round the 
walls founding their military mufic This proceffion was repeated four days 
fucceffively, but without effeft TheTanjonnes fired from the walls upon 
the troops, whilft they were making this parade, and on the fifth day the 
French troops attacked three redoubts,about 600 yards from the walls, and 
carried them, with the lofs of five Europeans Early the next morning 
fome of the king’s minifters came to the camp, and entered into con- 
ference with Chunda-faheb, who made his propofals, and allowed the 
king two days to confider of them , but finding that no anfwer was re- 
turned on the third, he directed the French commandant to bombard 
the town a few fliells fell near the king’s palace, and frightened 
him fo much, 'that he immediately, fent the deputies again to the camp , 
who renewed the conferences, which continued three days longer without 
concluding any thing The French commandant, more weaiy than 
Chunda-faheb of thefe delays, renewed the bombardment, and the 
enemy, affifted by the Englifh fbldiers, anfwered it by the fire of 
many pieces of cannon, which they had brought from different 
parts of the fortifications to that which was oppofite to the French at- 
tack Exafperated by tins unexpected refiftance, they affaulted one 
of the gates of the city, and earned it , but were neverthelefs pre- 
vented from entering the town by ftrong retrenchments How- 
ever, this fuccefs thoroughly intimidated the king, and he now, for the 
firft time, entered fenoufly into the difcuffion of Chunda-faheb’s de- 
v T 2 mands. 
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mands, and ratified the treaty on the 21ft of December, by winch he 
agreed to pay Chunda-faheb, as Nabob, 7,000,000 rupees, and 200,000 
immediately m hand to the Trench troops , he likcwilc ceded to the 
French company the fovereignty of 81 villages, which had for- 
merly depended on the town of Cancal, where the French had 
cftabliflied themfclves, and built a Fort, againft his will, in die year 
1736 

We are not exadlly informed of the fum fhpulatcd to be immediately 
paid , but in thefe militaiy collections the firft payment rarely exceeds a 
fourth part of die whole affeflmcnt The king paid the money with 
the fame Ipirit of procraftination that he had employed m making die 
agreement One day he fent gold and filvcr plate, and lus officers 
wrangled like pedlars for the prices at which it fliould be valued , an- 
odier day he fent old and obfoletc coins, fuch as he knew w r ould require 
ftridt and tedious examination, and dien he fent jewels and precious ftones, 
of which the value was ftill more difficult to be afeertamed Chunda- 
faheb faw the drift of diefe artifices, and knowing them to be common 
pradhees, fubmittcd to wait, rather than lofe die money, of which he 
was lb much in want In thefe delays fcvcral w r eeks more elapfed , 
and the king of Tanjore had not completed the firft payment when 
Mr Dupleix informed Chundah-faheb that Nazir-jing was approaching 
from Gol-kondah, and advifed him at all events to take pofieffion of Tan- 
jore ns a place of refuge But this new T s ftruck Murzafa-jing with lo much 
terror, that he immediately broke up his camp with precipitation, and 
marched back towards Pondicherry 

Nazir-jing, fummoned, as feme lay, by the Great Mogul, to recenc 
from his own hand the inveftiture of the fbudiern provinces, or, according 
to other accounts, intending to follicit diat dignity, w as on his way to 
Delhi, when he heard of die battle of Amour The conqueft of 
the Carnatic rendered his nephew no longer a chimercal adventurer, 
but a formidable rival , he therefore defifted from his journey to Delhi, 
and returned to Gol-kondah, wdiere he immediately began to aug- 
ment his army, and fent orders to all the Nabobs and Rajahs, w T hofe 
territories lay to the Ibuth of the Kriftna, to hold themfelves in readi- 
ng to accompany him, with the number of troops which, either as 
1 princes 
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princes paying tribute or as feudatories of the empire, they were ob- 
liged to fiirnifli in times of danger to the Mogul government It is pro- 
bable, from the implicit obedience which was paid to thele orders, 
that he was generally believed to be the real reprefentative of the 
emperor For lome time Nazir-jing imagined, that the report alone 
of thefe extraordinary preparations would intimidate his nephew, and 
induce him to make fubmiffions but finding that Murzafa-jing, pur- 
fuing his fiiccefles, had marched into the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
fet out from Gol-kondah, and advanced towards the Carnatic His 
army, encumbered with all the preparations neceflary to furmfli the 
lame luxuries in his camp as he enjoyed in his capital, made flow and 
dilatory marches, and was during its progrefs every day augmented by 
the coming m of the different troops fummoned to join him He had 
hired three bodies of Morattoes, of , 1 0,000 men each, to aft as the 
huffars of the army : one of thefe was commanded by Morari-row, 
the fame man who was left governor of Tntchanopoly when the Mo- 
rattoes took the city from Chunda-faheb m 1743 Morari-row was 
fent forward, and in the middle of February arrived on the bank of the 
Coleroon, the louthern boundary of the Carnatic, before any other 
part of Nazir-jing’s troops had entered the province to the north They 
met near the pagoda of Chilamboram the army of Murzafa-jmg, re- 
turning with the French battalion , and being not ftrong enough to 
venture a general battle, they divided into different bodies, and con- 
tinued to harrafs the enemy’s line of march, which extended three 
leagues : they were often repulfed by the fire of the French field pieces, 
notv/ithftandmg which they continued to return to the charge, and 
accompanied Murzafa-jing’s army until it arrived at Villanore Mur- 
zafa-jing and Chunda-faheb went into Pondicherry to confer with 
Mr. Duple ix, who fharply reproached Chunda-faheb for having de- 
viated from the plan of attacking Tntchanopoly, as alfo for not taking 
poffeflion of Tanjore It was now no longer time to diffemble, and 
Chunda-faheb confefled the motives of his conduft, by reprefenting the 
diftrefs to which Murzafa-jing’s affairs, as well as his own, were at that 
time reduced for want of money he added, that what they had re- 
ceived at Tanjore had likewife been expended in the pay of the army, 

to 
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to whom fuch arrears were flill due, tint he ever}’ day apprehended Ionic 
tumult, or perhaps a general defection to their common enemy Na/ir- 
jmg The known generality of Chunda-faheb flcurtd him from the 
fulpicion of diflembling in this declaration, and Mr Dupki\ now 
fhew’ed his ability to condudt the ambitions caufc m which lie was en- 
gaged, by not hefitating to employ the treafurcs of the French com- 
pany to relieve the diftrefs of his allies He lent them 50,000 pounds, 
and gave out that he intended to furnifh them with flill larger fmns * this 
w’ell-timed affiftancc reconciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jmg. 
At the fame time Mr Duplciv augmented the Trench battalion to the 
' number of 2000 Europeans, and ordered this body to encamp, under 
the command of Mr. d’Autcuil at Villanorc, W’hcrc the army of Murza- 
fa-jing was polled. 

Nazir-jing, on entering the Carnatic, fummoned Mahomcd-ally to 
join him from Tntchanopol}, and dilpatchcd letters to Fort St David, 
requefting the EnghJh to fend a body of Europeans , and he ordered all 
the troops that marched from the northward to rendezvous at Gmgee, a 
ftrong fort fituated about 35 miles to the nordwvcft of Pondicherry 
Large bodies arrived diere every day , and at lcngdi, about die middle 
of March, came up Nazir-jing himfclf with the mam body When 
die whole was aficmbled, his army confided of 300,000 fighting men, 
of which more than one half were cavalry, together with 800 pieces 
of cannon and 1300 elephants. This force, and the number of great 
lords who followed his ftandard, convinced the Englifii that Nazir- 
jing was the real Soubah of the fouthern provinces, and they ordered 
the detachment at Tritebanopoly to proceed with Mahomcd-ally, 
who with 6000 horfe joined Nazir-jing at Waldore, about fifteen 
miles from Pondicherry A few days after, on the 2 2d of March, 
major Lawrence, with a body of 600 Europeans from Fort St David, 
came to his camp, which was now in fight of diat of Murzafa- 
J in g 

A member of the council, and captain Dalton, a militaiy offi- 
cer, accompanied major Lawrence, and were authorized, in con- 
junction with him, to treat with Nazir-)mg on the mtcrefts of the 
Eaft India company, he received this deputation with polite- 
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nefs, and, among other oriental compliments, defired major Lawrence 1750 
to tike upon him the command of his whole army, and propofed to ' — * — 
attack the enemy immediately. Major Lawrence reprefented, that the 
attack would coft the lives of many brave men, as the French occupied 
a ftrong poll defended by a large train of artilleiy , but that, by moving 
his army between the enemy and Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off 
their communication, oblige diem to fight at a greater' difadvantage. 
Nazir-jing replied, “ What 1 lhall the great Nazir-jing, the ton of Ni- 
“ zam al muluck, even for an advantage, fuffer the dilgrace of feeming 
,c to retreat before fo delpicable an enemy ? No, he would march and 
“ attack them in front ” Major Lawrence replied, that he might ait 
as he plcafed , the Englifli would be ready to fupport him. The two 
armies were fo near, that an engagement foemed inevitable , and there 
was fo much diforder at this time in the French battalion, that had die 
advice of Nazir-jing been followed, the attack he propofed would have 
been fuccefsful. 

The French officers who accompanied Murzafa-jing to Tanjore had 
taken care to receive, out of the firft payments made by the king, 
the money that had been flipulated as their lhare of the contribution 
On the return of die army to Pondicherry, molt of thefc officers re- 
quelled and obtained leave to quit the camp, and repole themfelves from 
their fatigues in the city, and others were font to fupply their places 
Thefo entering upon forvice juft as Nazir-jing’s army aflembled at Gmgec, 
complained loudly that they fliould be chofen to ftand the brunt of 
danger, without any prolpedt of advantage, whilft thofe, who had 
without any nfque got fo much money at Tanjore, were differed to 
retire from the field They made remonftrances, and demanded a 
fum of money, to put their fortunes upon an equality with thofe to 
whole polls they fucceeded Mr Dupleix attempted to bring them 
back to their duty by feventy, but on arrefting one, all the reft 
infilled on receiving the fame treatment, and their numbers being 
too great to be lpared from the fervice of the camp at this critical 
time, the whole party were differed to remain without punilhment, and 
continued to fow fadbon and difeontent. The foldiers, from this ex- 
ample, 
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1750 ample of their officers, grew infolcnt, and became rcgrrdlefs of their 
— k — ' duty 

Such was the confufion m the French camp, when major Lawrence 
arrived at that of Nazir-jing The nc\t day the two armies diew out m 
view of each other, and a cannonade enfued Mr. d’Auteml having no 
reliance on his troops, and dreading the confcquenccs of being attacked 
by the Englifli, lent a mefiengcr to acquaint major Laurence, that 
although the troops of the two nations v'ere engaged in different caufcs, 
yet it was not lus intention that any European blood fliould be Ipilt and 
as he did not know m what part of Nazir-jmg’s army the Englilh took 
port, he could not be blamed if any of the French fliot came that way 
Major Lawrence returned anfwer, that the Englifli colours w r erc carried 
on the flag-gun of their artillery, which if Mr d’Autaul would look out 
for, he might from thence difeor er w’herc the Englifh were ported He 
added, that although he was as unwilling as Mr d’Autcuil to fpill 
European blood, yet if any fliot came that way, he fliould certainly return 
them A fliot from the French entrenchment flew' over the Englifli batta- 
lion, and Major Lawrence, imagining that it W'as fired by Mr d’Autcuil’s 
order, to try whether the Englifli W'ould venture to come to adion with 
the French, directed it to be anfw'ered from three guns the feditious 
French officers, inftead of encouraging, diflieartened dieir men, by exag- 
gerated defcnptions of the fiiperior force of the enemy The cannonade 
did little execution, and ceafed m the evening 

As loon as the night let in, 1 3 officers went in a body to Mr d’ Auteui], 
gave up their commiffions,and immediately left the camp, and by this Ican- 
dalous defertion confirmed the panic of the troops, who naturally imputed 
it to fear Mr. d’Auteuil dreading the confequences of expofing his men 
m this confufion to a general battle, took the relblution of withdrawing 
immediately from tjic field, and ordered the battalion to march without 
delay to Pondicherry Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb knew of the 
fedition, but never fufpeftmg that it would have produced this confe- 
quence, W'ere overwhelmed with aftomfliment, w'hen they found that their* 
entreaties and remonftrances could not induce Mr d’Auteuil to alter Ins 
refolut'on. 


For 
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I'or fotic di\ > before the c innonide, meflengers hid pafied between the i 750 
tvvocimps, with o.crturc' of accommodation, ind fever ll ofhccrsinN’- ' — v — - 
,jr-jing‘s ann\ lnd ■’fibred Mumf’-juig, tint if lie fubmiltcd, they would 
protect hie pcrlon, md gainn.ve the c\ccntion of an> treaty wh’di 
he might m Ac w ith his uncle , but hh rdi vice on the French troops and 
Mr Dnpleiv, hid hnherto prevented him from laying down his arms. 

There w is i.ow no time to he loft in deliberation, for c\ cry one was con- 
vinced tint 111 conilqucnce of the retrcit of the French battalion, the 
whole arm), lie fore another inn w is let, would provide for its fafety, 
either bv taking flight, or In going over to Na7ir-jing Chunda-faheb, 
who had ever)* thing to fear from the refentment of Nazir-jtng, took 
his rcfoluuon in the mftant, to accompany the Trench troops to Pondi- 
chcriy. Murrafa-jitig fldl hefltated I hs principil ofiicers determined 
him, bv reprefenting the irreparable diigracc he would incur by cvpofing 
theftandardof the empire, which as Soubah he difplaycd, to retreat: 
for it is fuppoied tint this enfign never retreats He therefore refilled 
to accompany Chunda-faheb, and relying on the afliiranccs which had 
been made to him from Nazir-jing’s camp, rcfolvcd to fend deputies 
there, with offers to furrender After this gloomy conference, die two 
friends opprefled, but not fb much overwhelmed by their misfortunes as 
to dcfpair of meeting again in a better hour, embraced and fcparatcd 
with profcfiions of inviolable attachment, which although made by 
pnnccs in Indoftan were finccrc The French battalion, with fome 
fquadrons of horfc led by Chunda-faheb, decamped at midnight in 
filencc, but in fuch confufion, diat they left behind forty gunners, with 
eleven pieces of cannon At die fame time die deputies of Murzafa- 
j,ng repaired to the tent of Shanavaz Khan, who with the principal officers 
of the durbar or court introduced them to Nazir-jing. This prince was 
fo ovei)0)ed at the profpeft of having his nephew m his power, that it is 
faid he did not hefitatc to fwear on the alcoran, that he would neither 
make him a prifoncr, nor deprive him of the governments which he en- 
joyed during his grandfadicr’s life 

On thefe afluranccs, Murzafa-jing left his camp, and proceeded to 
pay his refpofts to his uncle , but on approaching the head-quarters, was 
arrefted, and carried under a ftntt guard into a tent near that of Nazir- 
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pg, where he was immediately put m irons , as foon as the prince was 
fazed, his camp was attacked, and his troops furprifed made little refift- 
ance many were flam during flic purfuit, for the Soubalfs troops gave 
no quarter A party of horfe fell in with the French gunners, who had 

been abandoned by the reft of the battalion, and cut the greateft part of 
them to pieces They would have deftroyed the whole, had not the 
Englifh refeued fome of them from their fury, but moft of thefe 
were wounded The Morattoes, commanded by Moran-row, pufli- 
cd on in purfuit of the French battalion, and came up with it be- 
fore it had gained the bound-hedge Mr. d’Auteuil formed his men 
into a hollow-fquare, which Moran-row attacked and broke into, with 
only 15 men, imagining that the reft of his party followed him , on 
feeing his danger when funounded he immediately made another 
effort, and broke through the oppofite fide with fiv men, lofing nine 
in this fecond attack The Morattoes continued to harrnfs the army 
until they arrived at the bound-hedge : they killed 1 9 of the Europeans, 
and would have done more execution, had they not been vigoroufly 
oppofcd by the cavalry commanded by Chundvfahcb, who behaied with 
great adhvity and refolution during the retreat 

This vidtory mtirely difperfed the army of Chunda-faheb and Mur- 
zafa-jing, and, together with the mipnfonment of Ins rival, feemed to 
aflurc to Nazir-jing the quiet pofleflion of die foubahftup but his capa- 
city was unequal to the management of fo great an employ, 'and treafbn 
began already to taint his councils The nabobs of Cudapa, Canoul, 
and Savanore, were the moft confiderable of the feudatory lords who had 
accompanied him into the Carnatic: they were all three Pitans by birth,' 
and poffelfed the daring temper which characterizes that nation They 
had obeyed the fummons of Nazir-jmg, and taken the field without re- 
luctance, becaufe they made no doubt of obtaining in reward of their 
military feryice, a remiffion of large fums they owed to the Mogul’s trea- 
fury, as well as confiderable immunities in their refpedhve governments : 
but Nazir-jmg, who aflumed the full ftate of a foubah, paid no regard 
to their pretenfions, and treated them as feudatories, who had done no 
more than their duty in joining' the Mogul’s ftandard Difappomted 
an their expe&ations, they grew weary of a war by which their mterefts 

were 



were not benefited, and to put an end to it, had been the firft to adufc 1750. 
Munrafa-jmg to fubnut The) \\ ere fccondcd m thefe intentions of bring- ' 
mg about a rcconcilntion by Shnnavaz Khan the prime nuniftcr, 
and fi-vend of the principal fen ants of Nazir-ji rig's court* but thefe 
"ere actuated by better motives, for, owing thur fortunes to Nizam-il- 
muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attachment to his fami- 
ly, made them behold with affliction a civil war between his fon 
and grandfon It was to thefe Nabobs and miniftcrs, as well as to 
the ambaffidors of Murzafa-jmg, that Na/ir-jmg had given thofe folemn 
nflurances of not injuring his nephew, which he broke as loon as he got 
him into his pow cr This breach of faith hurt the minds of all who had 
interfered in inducing the young prince to furrender but the minifters 
were content to make gentle representations to their mafter, whilft the 
Pitan Nabobs openly and loudly complained of the afiront caft upon 
themlehcs, by his contempt of obligations, for the performance of 
which they had pronufed to be rclponfible, and from this hour they 
•confederated, and meditated nu (chief, but agreed to (hew no farther 
fymptoms of difeontent until they could carry their defigns into exe- 
cution 

At Pondicherry, the retreat of the French battalion, the news of 
Murzafa-jmg’s lmprifonment, and die dilperfion of his army, naturally 
created the greateft confternation But Mr. Dupleix, although more 
affeCted dian any one by thefe fudden reveries, had command enough 
over himfelf to fupprefs the emotions of Ins mmd, and difiembled great 
feremty. He immediately ordered the army to encamp out of the 
bounds, fent other officers to command it, arrefted the mutinous, direct- 
ed Mr d’Auteuil to be tried for retreating without orders, and by lus 
own refolution re-eftabliflied in fome meafure that of the troops At 0 

the fame time he knew that fuch a handful of Europeans, unfupported 
by an Indian army, was incapable of making a ftand againft the vaft 
force of Nazir-jmg, affifted by the Englifli battalion , but his know- 
ledge of the general character of the princes of Indoftan, made him not 
defpair of difcovertng, or even of creating fome faction in the court of 
Nazir-jmg, which, artfully managed, might contribute to re-eftabli(h 
the broken affairs of Murzafa-jmg and Chunda-faheb. In order there- 
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1 750 fore to gain the tune and intelligence of which he flood fo, much in 

- t * — 1 need, he determined to enter into a negotiation He had fome days 
before wrote a letter to Nazir-jing, in. which he had offered to make 
peace, on condition that Murzafa-jmg was re-inftated in his former go- 
vernments, and Chunda-faheb put in poffeflion of the nabobflup of 
the Carnatic To this letter Nazir-jmg had returned no anfwer, and 
Mr Dupleix made ule of tins neglcdt as a pretext to continue the con- 
refpondence Heaflerted, tliat the retreat of die French troops had 
been executed in confequence of orders which he himfelf had given, 
in hopes of ac:eleratmg the peace, by diat proof of his averfion to 
continue hofhlibes , and to convince Nazir-jing that the troops had 
not taken flight, as was believed in his camp, he boldly magnified 
die flaughter they made when attacked in their retreat. He reminded 
him of the hofpitality and good treatment which Ins After, the mother 
of Murzafe-jmg, received in Pondicherry , recommended this prince to. 
bis clemency, and defired leave to fend embafiadors 

Nazir-jing confented to receive the embafly, and two of the council' 
of Pondicherry went to the camp, one of them was well verfed m the 
hidoftan and Perfic languages, which are the only tongues ufed in the 
courts of the Mahomedan princes They had an audience of ceremony, 
after which they conferred, as ufual, with the council of minifters, and 
after fevcral higher demands, they made their ultimate propofals, which 
were, that the eftates of Murzafa-jmg thould be inverted in the fon of 
that prince, until Nazir-jfng could be prevailed on to reconcile himfelf 
to die father, and that Chunda-faheb fliould be appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic The council of minifters, although many of diem wiflied 
well to Murzafa-jmg, would not venture to reprefent to their maftcr the 
demands made by Mr Dupleix in his behalf, and told the French depu- 
ties, that the pretenfions of Chunda-faheb were ftill lefs admtflible, 
feeing that the government of the Carnatic was beftowed on Ma- 
homed-ally, the fon of An’war-adfean Khan The French deputies 
left the camp, after having remained m it eight days, but aldiough 
they felled m gaining the apparent ends of their million, they ob- 
tained the real advantages Mr Dupleix propofed from it, by making 
themfelves acquainted withr die ftate of Nazir-jing’s court, and by efta>- 
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bhftitng the means of^njiiv* on a corrdpomlcnccwith the di&ontcntcd 
ofOiJijn, Kinoul, ind S-n nno r c 

Snip cion< were enter! lined of the chmliftmc conduft of the French 



deputies, ltd major Law t cnee was informed, tint fomc defign was 
c-nyr.gcn in the camp agvintl the Soithih, in which Shinavaz Klnn 
the pnmc mtti.fttr wis the pnncipvl agent The latter part ol 
this report wn net true, and the liril cottld not he provctl how- 
ever, the major at imudicrce cmlcivourcd to acquaint Na/ir-jmg with 
v hat he Ind he 1 id, t ut lm imciprctcr Ind not courage to make a decla- 
ration which would proh.-bl) line cod him his life, and nufrcprcfcntcd 
what hew is ordered to fan Thrre was no other method of con- 
ics mg til’s intelligence, for the flvtc imtntuncd by Na/ir-jmg, as 
Soahah, iuficrcd no letters to he dircttlv nddrcflcd to Intn, end no one 
w*s admitted to a private conference hut lus prime mimftcr who was 
involved in the ntcufnt.on, o-his domcflics who, as tn all courts, were 
depend-nts on tltc miniflcr. 

On the return of the deputies, Chunda-fihcb began to levy troops, 
->nd Mr Dupleix thought it ncccfnry to rc-cflablifli the reputation of 
the French •’rnis by fomc cntcrpri/e, which might convince the allies 
he Ind gained in N?nr-jing's cnmp tint he was both prepared and de- 
termined to continue the war. Mr. d’Autcuil, who had re-nflumed 
the command, nnrehed before day, ind attacked by furprizc one of the 
quarters cf the camp, into winch die troops penetrated a mile, firing 
at fugitives, for, as it is the cuflont in an Indian army to make the 
great meal it night, and iftcr it to fmokc opium, and other foponferous 
dings, the whole camp towards momingisgcncrally in fo deep and heavy 
i fleep that a handful of dtfciplmcd and determined men may belt up 
thousands, before they recover alcrtncfs fuflicicnt to make any vigorous re- 
finance 

In the mean time major Lawrence with the battalion remained in 
the camp, and with the other deputies folltcitcd Na/ir-jmg to confirm 
the grant, which Mnhonicd-ally, now cftccmcd Nabob of Arcot, had 
made to the Eaft India company of a territory near Madrafs, in return 
for the afliftancc of their troops. He had often promifcd to com- 
ply with this requeft , but his numftcr Shanava^ Khan regarded 
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fuch a ceffion as mconfiftent with the majcfty of the Mogul empire, 
and prevented the phirmaund, or patent, from being iffucd from his 
office Wearied with prevarication, major Lawrence infiftci on a pe- 
remptory anfwer, when he was affured that he (hould be immediately 
fatisfied, provided he would march with the battalion to Arcot, where 
Nazir-jmg had taken the refolution of going with his whole army. He 
did, not think it prudent to comply with this propofal, left the French 
and Chunda-fahcb fliould take advantage of his abfence and invade the 
Englifli fettlemcnts He therefore endeavoured to divert the Soubah 
from this purpofe, by reprefenting that it would give the cnem) an 
opportunity of recruiting their forces, and recommencing hoftihties, 
whereas by remaining near Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off their 
communications with the country, reduce them to fuch diftreffes as 
would oblige them to accept of peace on his own terms Tins realbning 
producing no effect, the major returned with the battalion to Fort St 
David, and in the latter end of April Nazir-jmg broke up his camp at 
Valdore, and marched to Arcot. 

From hence he fent orders to feize the houles and effects which the 
French company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at Yanam, a 
weaving town about 25 miles farther north. His officers proceeded 
without violence, plundered nothing, and fealed up what they took pof- 
feffion of The detriment fuftamed was not confiderable , but Mr. Du- 
pleix, apprized of the defencelefs condition of Mafulipatnam, deter- 
mined to revenge it ten-fold, by attacking this city, which he had for 
fome months confidered as an acquifition fo neceflary to his future views, 
that he had prevailed on Murzafa-jing upon bis firft arrival at Pondi- 
cherry to promife the ceffion of it to the French company This 
city is fituated at the mouth of the river Kriftna, which bounds 
the coaft of Coromandel, and the ancient Carnatic to the north : 
it is the fea-port of Gol-kondah and the weftern countries -in that 
part of the penmfula, with which it has a communication both by 
the river Knftna, and by an excellent high road . it was formerly the 
greateft mart, and one of the moft opulent and populous cities of In- 
doftan , mfomuch that leveral modern authors, firft blundering m the 
acceptation and orthography of the termination Patnam, which fignifies a 
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tQA.i, -and then forming totyciturc' on the reputation of tins pi .tee, 
have nr* hesitated to derive the whole Ihtin nation, but nllb a race of 
kmc it Delhi, from i u'l'm of Arabian*, w ho, about noo scars ago, 
a* thev fn, tomded Mafuhpntnaro The ntv is even at llu* day a place 
ot conlidmhlc tr lie and rcllu, ami ftinous for ns tnamifiidurcs of 
punted cloth', fo* the plant' * of which the dtc< arc compnful grow 
t’o where m inch pt-icaun v in the countries about it. In the 
h-gumm 1 * of Julv a del uhment of aoo European* and 300 Sepoj*, 
repair* w i*h lev ml pcoe- cf battering cannon ami n quantity of 
nvhtan fto-e«, wea put o 1 turn! two large Hups, which, after 1 paflage 
of three daj *, anchored in the road The troops landed in the night, and 
atr eking the cm In furpn *c, took it with very little lof> The} kept pof- 
feiiiv n of it,and immedi ’ tclv Kgan to put it into a better poflurc of defence 

In the mean time die Trench battalion had foon after the retreat of the 
Pfuib’h v amiv formed tbc.rcamp, a* if in dcfnnccofhis authonty, on the 
limit* of the new icmton ceded In Mur/ af’-img to the F rcnch company , 
but 1I11* mfi’lt produced no efi'ed on the mind of Nasor-jing, who deeming 
die imprfonmeat of his nephew a fccuritv agamfl any farther commotions, 
indulged the bent of Ins nature, and give his whole time to the plcafiircsof 
women, and hrnting : but although he gave no application to bufinefs, lie 
decided peremptorily on the a Hairs w hith lus nuniflcrs reported to him, 
and luso-dcr , how cv cr -dViird, were irrevocable Ins caprices dilguftcd lus 
friend*, »nd h,* indolence rendered him contemptible to lus enemies 
The Pit~n Nabob* mfmuatcd thcmfclvcs into lus favour, by encourag- 
ing him in lus vices, and at the fame time advifed Mr Duplcia. to pro- 
ceed to aflion. 

Mr Dtiplci-c follov ed their advice, and ordered 500 Europeans to 
•'ttaclc the pagoda of Tnvadi, lying about fifteen miles to the weft 
of Tort St David The pagoda ferved as a citadel to a large pettah, 
b} v Inch name the pcopli on the coaft of Coromandel call every town 
contiguous to a fortrds Tnvadi made no rcfiftancc, and the French 
having garnfoned it with 50 Europeans and 1 00 Sepoys, began to col- 
led the revenues of the diftnd. This acquifition earned them to the 
fouth of the nver Panar , and Mnliomcd-ally concluding that they would 
not hefitate to pufti their conqucfts ftill farther, requefted Nazir-jmg to 

permit him to take the field, and defend the territories of which lie had 

created 
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created him lord, alledging that the Enghfli, for the fake of their own 
jn'erefts, would join his troops with their whole force Nazir-jmg v’as 
'fo e\afperated agamft the Enghfli, for having refufed to accompany him 
toArcot, that it was fonie time before he could- be prevailed on to fuffer 
his vaflal to afk their afliftance at length however he contented, but 
without giving his own name as a fan£hon The Enghfli, allured bj 
Mahomed-ally that he would punctually defray all c\penccs, ordered a 
body of 400 Europeans and 1 500 Sepoys to take the field, and the Nabob 
marched from Arcot widi an army of 20,000 men, of which more than 
one half were the troops of Nazir-jmg , but not thinking even this force 
fufficient to pals through the countries near Pondichcriy before he was 
reinforced by the Enghfli troops, encamped and waited for them near 
Gingee, where they joined him in die beginning of July. 

The army then moved towardsFort St David, and encamped on the plain 
of Tnvandaparum, waiting for two24poundcrs and military ftores As foon 
as thefe arrived, they marched on the 1 9th of July towards the French, 
whom they difeovered in the evening about eight miles to die caft of 
Tnvadi, near die northern bank of the Pannar, which river was 
at this time fordable The army halted on the fouth fide of the river, 
and a large body of Sepoys, with the company of Cofires, were detach- 
ed to attack the enemy’s advanced polls, and to reconnoitre the fituation of 
dieir camp A Ikirmilli enfued, which lafted till night, when the de- 
tachment was recalled They reported, that the enemy’s camp was 
in a grove, enclofed by ftrong entrenchments, mounted with ten 
•pieces of cannon In order to draw them from this fituation, cap- 
tain Cope perfuaded the Nabob to march agamft Tnvadi , and the army 
■appeared before the place the next day, and fummoned the garnfon, 
who refilled to furrender. Captain Cope therefore propofed to the 
Nabob to order his troops to Icale the walls, and make a general afiault, 
whilft the Enghfli battered down the gates The Nabob contented, but 
his troops refufed to undertake fo penllous an attempt, the army there- 
fore marched back the next morning towards the French encampment, 
and halting, formed for battle within gun-fliot of their entrenchments 
The commander of the French troops fent a meflenger to alk the 
reafon why the Enghfli came fo near their pofts, and declared that if 
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thcv did not immediately march away, he fhould in his own defence be 
obliged to fre on them Captain Cope replied, that the Englifh a&ing 
as all'ss to the Nabob, were determined to accompany him into all parts 
of his dominions, and to affift him againft all who fhould oppole 
his authority. The mdlengcr was lcarccly returned when a foot 
from the French entrenchment flruck down fome of the Englifh fol- 
diers It was anfwercd from the two 1 8 pounders and four field pieces ; 
and a cannonade enfoed, which lafeed from noon till night, v/hen 
tneEnglifh quitted their ground with the lofs of io Europeans and 
50 Sepoys, and 200 of 'the Nabob’s troops were likcwife killed 
the French, fecured by their entrenchments, fuffered much left Th.s 
ill focceft deprefied Mahomed-ally as much as if the army had fuf- 
fered a total defeat, and rendering him anxious to remove out of 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, he propofed to march to the 
weft, pretending that his army could not fubfift in their -prefent 
firuaLon, Cnee all their provifions coming from Arcot, and the in- 
land parts of the province, would be expofed to the French ftatio-s 
at Gmgee, VaMorc, ard Trivady Ey accompanying the Nabob the 
EnglJh would have been of no other fervice than that of fhewing 
him to the province in parade at the head of an army . but this, ridi- 
culous as it may appear, was the \ cry fervice he preferred to all others, 
fince it would have produced not only the homage of the renters 
and farmers of the country, but likevnfe feme money by the pre- 
fonts he would have obliged them to make. On the other hand, 
captain Cope v*as inftrufied not to march beyond any of the French 
polls, left his communication with Fort St Daria fhould be cut off, and 
he was likewifo ordered to endeavour by all means to bring thfe enemy 
to an engagement: he therefore inCftsd with the Nabob that the 
army fhould place thernfol res between the French camp and Pondi- 
ckerrv. There were no_ means of reconciling two op'nions fb direftly 
cppoGie; and this difagreement indifoofod the Nabob fo much to- 
ward* his alLes- that when they demanded the money promifed fir 
their expences, be firft made excuses, and at laft declared he hail 
none, haring, as he faid, exhaufted his treafury fey giving Navir-jing 
two m’ihors of runces. Major Lawrence, who now commanded at 
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Fort St David, not only as the firft military officer, but alfo as tempo- 
rary governor of the fetdement, was as much offended by thefc prevari- 
cations of Mahomed-ally as he had been by thofe of Nazir-jitig, and 
with die fame fpint of indignation which, had didtated to him die refo- 
Jution of quitting the Soubah t ordered the troops to leave die Nabob, 
and march back to Fort St David, where they arrived die i gdi of 
Auguft. 

As foon as they retreated, Mr Duplcix ordered the mam body at 
Valdore to march and join die camp near Tnvady: the whole force 
when united confided of 1S00 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, and 1000 
horfe levied by Chunda-faheb, together with twelve field pieces The 
army of Mahomed-ally confided of 5000 foot and 15000 horfe vanoufly 
armed his camp extended between two villages which fccurcd the 
flanks, the rear was defended by a river * in front were fcvcral entrench- 
ments occupied by the infantry , and in the other intervals where there 
were no entrenchments cannon were planted : the cavalry, indcad of 
being out on the plain, formed a fecond line within the camp. On the 
2 id of Augud the French advaheed to attack this abfurd dilpofition: 
their field pieces were didnbuted in front , the baggage-carts were rang- 
ed in a regular line m the rear, and the cavalry were on each wing they 
made feveral halts, during which they gave a general difeharge of their 
artillery, which was anfwered by the enemy’s cannon and mufketry, not 
a foot of which did execution , but a rocket, which the Moors make 
ufe of to frighten cavalry, fet fire to a tumbril, and this [blowing up, 
wounded fome of the Sepoys As foon as the French troops were 
within 200 yards of die camp, they marched up bnfkly to the entrench- 
ments, which were mdantly abandoned, and the enemy at the fame 
time deferted the cannon. The French having entered the camp, 
formed again, brought up their artillery, and began to fire upon the 
cavalry, who were foon flung into confufion. The rout became general, 
and horfe and foot fled promifcuoufly and with foch precipitation, 
that many puflied diredly into the river, where they were drowned. 
They continued to fire upon the fugitives whilft any remained m the 
camp, and killed near a thoufand men . the Nabob himfelf made his 
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one of the gates 6f the outer wall on the plain, and gotpofieflion of it alittlc 
before night, with the lols of only three or four men, and the troops with 
all the artillery and baggage entered tilt town , where they immediately 
fortified themfelves by barricading the narrow ftreets w ith the baggage- 
waggons, and by difixibuting die cannon in the larger avenues In this 
fituation they were expofed to a continual fire from the dircc mountains . 
the Moors likcwifc threw great numbers of rockets, in hopes of fetting 
fire to the combuftible fiorcs The French bombarded the forts with 
mortars, and fired-upon them with artillery until the moon fet, which 
was the fignal to ftorm the fortifications on the mountains None but 
the Europeans were deftined to this hardy enterprise, who attacked all the 
three mountains at die lame time, and found on each redoubts above re- 
doubts, which they carried lucceflivcly fword m hand, until they came to 
the fummits, where the fortifications were ftronger than thole they had 
furmounted , they neverthelels pu Hied on and petarded the gates, and by 
day-break were in pofiefiion of them all, having loft only twenty men in 
thedifferent attacks On contemplating the difficulties they had conquered, 
they w’ere aftonifhed at the rapidity of dieir own fuccefs, and the extreme 
pufillanimity of the defenders , and indeed, had the attack been made in 
day-light, it could not have fuccccded , for the Moors, as w'dl as In- 
dians, often defend themfelves very obftmately behind ftrong walls, but 
it Ihould feem that no advantages, cither of number or fituation, can 
countervail the terror with which they areflruck when attacked in the 
night 

The great reputation of the ftrength of Grngee naturally exalted die 
fame of the French pro wefs , and the lofs of this important fortrefs 
awakened Nazir-jmg, and made him at lift recoiled! that it was 
time to oppofe the progrefs of an enemy who feemed capable of 
the boldeft enterpnzes On his arrival at Arcot, he had fent back 
to Gol-kondah two of his generals, w'lth the greateft part of the 
troops m his own pay, and had likewife permitted many of 
the Rajahs and Indian chiefs to return homo with their troops. 
He now recalled all thele forces , but hoping diat the new'S of thefe 
preparations, with, offers of moderate adrantages, would induce the 
French to lay down their arms, lie determined to try the effedt of 
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^negotiation before he took the field, and font two of his officers 
to Pondicherry, to treat with Mr Dupleix who now not only mfifted 
on the reftoration of Mnrzafa-jing to Ins liberty and eftatcs, together 
with the appointment of Chunda-faheb in the Carnatic, but required 
alfo, that the city of Mafulipatnam, with its dependencies, fliould be 
given up to the French company, and that their tioops fliould keep 
pofieffion of Gmgee until Nazir-^ing' returned to Auieng-abad. 

He fcarcely expe&ed that Nazir-jmg would agree to thefe imperious 
terms, and by propofing them had no other intention than to provoke him 
to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the projects he had 
formed agamft him could be carried into execution His expecta- 
tion was not difappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered his troops 
to march towards Gmgee, and in the latter end of September joined 
them himfelf His army was now much lefs numerous than when he 
entered the Carnatic , for very few of the chiefs who had been permit'cd 
to return to their own countries rejoined his fiandard, and the troops 
which he had font to Gol-kondah were at too great a diftance to march 
back into the province of Arcot before the rainy feafon His camp 
however confifted of 60,000 foot, 45,000 horfe, 700 elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, and with the attendants, who in an Indian 
army always out-number the regular troops, contained a multitude little 
lefs than 300,000 men This great body moved very flowly, and em- 
ployed fifteen days in marching thirty miles , and when at the diflancc 
of fixteen from Gmgee, were prevented from getting any farther by the 
rams, which fettmg in with great violence, overflowed the whole coun- 
tiy The notion of expofmg the flandard of the empire to difgracc, 
by appearing to retreat, prevented N.izir-jmg from returning immediate- 
ly to Arcot, and in two or three days his army was inclofcd between two 
nvers, which were tendered almoft impaflabic by the inundation The 
communication with the ncighbouting countries grew cvciy day more 
difficult, provifions became fcarcc, and the army fufFering Iifcevufc from 
the inclemency of the weather, fickncfs began to fpread in the camp, 
and thefe diftreffes were likely to continue until the return of fair 
weather in December. The wavering temper of Nazir-jmg grew 
impatient at thefe unexpected impediments, which protruded a war, -in 
*■ a . which 
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1750. •which he had already wafted a year, abfent from the reft of the vaft 
eftates of his foubahflup j and growing on a hidden as anxious to quit 
the Carnatic as he had hitherto been fond of remaining in it, he renewed 
his correlpondence with Mr Duplcix j and to atoid the difgraceof feeing 
the French maintain their pretenfions in hoftdc defiance of his authority, . 
he determined at Iaft to give his patents for all the cefiions they demanded, 
on condition that they ftiould hold them as his vaffals 

Mr. Dupleix, who well knew the little faith to be repofed in any 
engagements or profeflions made by the princes >of Indoftan, neither buf- 
fered the offers of Nazir-jmg to flackcn his machinations with the dif- 
contented confederates m the army, nor his reliance on thefe to interrupt 
his negociation with their fov crcign It was now die month of Decem- 
> ber, the rams were ceafed, and the important moment was at hand, 
when it was abfolutely ncccfiary to make the option between two very 
different methods of accomphfhing his views 

His correlpondence with the Pitan Nabobs had been earned on 
feven months, and they had engaged m their confpiracy above twenty 
other officers of pnncipal notej fo that all together the confederates com- 
manded one half of Nazir-jmg’s army: they reprefented, that if it was 
wonderful the fecret had been fo long kept by fuch a number, ev ery 
hour’s delay now teemed with infinite nfques, fince, m order to make 
the difpofitions neceftaiy to infiire the fucccfs of the enterprizc, they were 
obliged ev ery day to communicate to numbers of fubaltern officers a fe- 
cret, which, at the time of execution, muft be known to all their troops 
At the fame time came deputies from Nnzir-jing to Pondicheny, who 
confidently affirmed that he xvould immediately fign the treaty, break up 
his camp, and march out of the Carnatic 

Afi'ured of fuccefs by either of thefe ev ents, Mr Dupleix left chance 
to decide which ftiould take place, and preffing Nazir-jmg’s deputies to 
produce the treaty Ratified, he at the fame time ordered the commander 
of the French troops at Gmgee to march the very mftant that the confe- 
derates ftiould fignify to him that every thing was prepared to cany the 
long-meditated fclieme into execution The fummons from the Pitan 
Nabobs arrived at Gingee before the ratification of the treatv at Pondi- 
cherry. 
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Nazir-jing, who had the day before ratified his treaty with Me. Du- 
pleix, and fent it to Pondicheiry, gave no credit to thofc who firffc 
leported to him that his camp was attacked by the Frencli troops . 
when convinced of it, die majeltic ideas in which he had been educated, 
together with lbme degree of natural courage, did not fuffer him to ap- 
prehend any danger from fuch a handful of men, and calling their 
attack the mad attempt of a paicel of drunken Europeans, he ordered 
the officers who were near him to go and cut them to pieces, and at 
the fame time ordered the head of Murzafa-jing to be ftruck off and 
brought to him Meflengcrs arrived every minute to inform him of 
the progrefs which the French troops were making , and on enquir- 
ing what dilpofitions were made by the different Nabobs and chiefs 
who followed his ftandard, he was told, tint the troops of Cudapa, 
Canoul, Candanore, of Miffore, together with 20,000 of the Mo- 
rattoes, were drawn up in order of battle, but had not yet advanced 
to repulfe the French Enraged at this inaftion of fo latge a part of 
his army, he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his body- 
guard, advanced toward thefe troops , and the firfl he came to 
were thole of Cudapa, whole Nabob was at their head Nazir- 
jmg rode up to him, and told him, that he was a daftardly coward, 
who dared not defend the Mogul’s ftandard agamft die molt con- 
temptible of enemies The traitor replied, that he knew no ene- 
my but Nazir-jing, and at the fame time gave the fignal to a fufileer, 
who rode with him on the fame elephant, to fire The fliot milled, 
on which Cudapa himfelf difeharged a carabine, which lodged two 
balls in the heart of the unfortunate Nazir-jing, who fell dead on 
the plain His guards were llruck with fo much difmay at this fudden 
affaffination, that few of them attempted to revenge it, and diefe few 
weie loon dilperfed or cut down The Nabob of Cudapa then or- 
dered the head to be fevered from the body, and hailed away with 
it to the tent of Murzafa-jing, of whofe fate he had no anxiety, 
having engaged in die conlpiracy the officer to whole care the con- 
finement of this prince had been entrufted he found him freed from 
the futers which he had now wore feven months, and hailing him 
Soubah of the Decan, prefented to him as a confirmation of the 
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title, the head of his uncle. Murzafa-jing ordered at to be fixed on a 
pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederates, whither he re- 
paired himfelf attended by the Nabob. 

The news was fpread through the confederate army with great rapi- 
dity by the elevation of finall white banners- Mr. de la Touche difco- 
vered thefe fignals very foon after he had ordered the French battalion 
to halt, and knew the meaning of them- a few minutes after came a 
horfeman at full fpeed, fent from Murzafa-jing , upon which Mr Bufly was 
immediately difpatched to compliment him , and receive bis orders. The 
death of Nazir-jmg was no fooner known amongft his troops than 
the greateft part of them came m crowds to range themfelves under 
•the banner of his fucceflor, and by nine o’clock m the morning every 
fword was fheathed, notwithftandmg that three brothers of the murdered 
prince were in the camp. The new Soubah proceeded to the tent of flate, 
•where he received homage from moft of the great officers who -the day 
before had paid it to his uncle. But the prime mimfter ShanavazKhan 
•was not of the number , he, dreading the refentment of Murzafa- 
jing, for having fuffered him to remain fo long in prifon, made his efcape 
'to the fort of Chittaput : and Mahomed-ally the open rival of Chunda- 
faheb knew he had every thing to apprehend from this revolutions 
fortunately his quarters were at a confiderable diftance from the feene 
of this cataftrophe, and die inftant he heard of [it, he -mounted 
the fleeteft of his horfes, and accompanied only by two or three 
attendants, Jhafted with the utmoft .precipitation to gain his fortrefs of 
Tntchanopoly. 

In the evening, Mr. de la Touche, accompanied by all his officers, 
-went m ceremony to pay his refpedfcs to Murzafa-jmg, by Whom they 
■were received with demonftrations of gratitude worthy the important 
fervice they had rendered him. The -oriental compliments paid to 
•diem on this occafion, were, for once, not deftitute of truth, for 
excepting the conquefts of Cortez and Pizarro in the new world, 
-never did fo fmall a force decide the fate of fo large a lovereignty The 
dominions of the Great Mogul confift of 22 provinces, fix of which, 
•comprehending more than one third of the empire, compofe thefoubah- 

Y Oup 



B&ok n. 


x 62 The War of Coromandel. 

1750 fhip of the Decan, the viceroy of which divifion is by a title frill 

— « — ' more emphatic than that of Soubah, filled, ui the language of the court, 
Nizam al-muluck, or protedfor of the empire, hisjurifdidhon extends m 
alme nearly north and fonth, from Brampore to cape Comorin, andeaft- 
ward from that line to the iea Gol-kondah, one of thefe provinces, 
comprehends what Europeans call the nabobfhips of Arcor, Canoul, 
Cudapa, Raja-mandry, and Chicacol j lb that » there were under 
Nizam al-muluck thirty fuch Nabobs, befides feveral powerful In- * 
dian kings, and many otliers of leller note : the number of fubjedts 
in the Decan probably exceeds thirty five millions Of this great 
dominion, Murzafa-jing, from a pnfoner in irons, and condemned to 
death, faw himfelf m the revolution of a few hours declared almoft die 
abfblute lord, and with the prolpeft of maintaining poflefiion of itj for , 
Ins pretenfions were highly fupported fcy the Vizir at Delhi * but the fun 
did not fet before thfe joy ihfpired by this fudden change of his fortunes 
was tainted with anxiety j for the Pitan Nabobs began to demand im- 
perioufly the rewards they expected for the parts they had contributed 
to his elevation : their pretenfions were exorbitant, and even inconfiftent 
with the principles of the Mogul government It is not to be doubted 
that Murzafa-jing had, during his impnfbnment, promifed every thing- 
they thought proper to afk, not intending to fulfil more than what the 
ncceflity of his affairs fhould oblige him to j but the prefence of theFrench 
troops now rendered him little apprehenfive of their refentment, and to 
them alone he entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care of his 
treafures: however, not to irritate the Nabobs, by an abfblute re- 
jedhon of their claims, he told them that his engagements with the 
French nation would not permit him to determine any thing without the 
advice and participation of Mr Dupleiv, and encouraged them to 
hope that every thing would be fettled to their fatisfadhon at Pondi- 
cherry 

Here the tidings of Nazir-jmg’s death, and of the enthronement of his 
nephew, arrived in the afternoon . it was firft brought to Chunda-faheb, 
who forgetung the ceremonies and attendance without which perfons of 
his rank never appear in public, quitted his houfe alone, and ran to the 
palace, where he was the firft who announced it to Mr. Dtipleix. 

They 
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They embraced with the agitations of two friends cfcaped from a (hip- 1750c 
wreck* die news was proclaimed to the town by a general difeharge of' — * — J 
the artillery , and in the evening Mr Dupleix held a court, and received 
die compliments of all the inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum 
was fung m full ceremony, and three deputies were fent to compliment 
Murzafa-jing : and two days afterwards another deputation carried fix 
coftly ferpaws , thefe are garments which are prefented fometimes by 
fupenors m token of protedhon, and fometimes by inferiors m token of 
homage , and with the ferpaws was carried a white flag on an elephant, 
which were likewife prefented Murzafa-png pietended to be fo much 
pleafed with the compliment of the flag, that he ordered it fliould in 
future be always difplayed m the midfl: of the enfigns of his fovereignty 
- On die 1 5th of December at night he came to the gates with a 
numerous and fplendid attendance, amongft which were moft of the. 
principal lords of his court he was received by Mr. Duplerx and 
Chunda-faheb m a tent without, the city, and difeovered great emo- 
tions of joy in this interview. It was intended, in deference to his 
Tank, that he fliould have entered the town on his elephant ; but the 
animal was too large to pafs under the beam to which the draw-bridge 
was fufpended , whereupon he politely deflred to go m .the fame palankin 
with Mr.Dupleix to the palace* here they had a pnvate conference. 

In which he explained the difficulties he lay under from the pietenfions 
of the Pitan Nabobs, and afterwards .retired to the houfe appointed for 
his reception, where he was expe&ed with impatience by his modier, 
his wife, and his fon 

The next day the three Pitan Nabobs came into the town, and .de- 
firedMr Dupleax to determine what rewards they fliould receive for 
the fervices they had rendered 1 they demanded, that the arrears of tri- 
bute, which they liad not paid for three years, fliould be remitted, that 
the countries which they governed, together with feveral augmenta- 
tions of territory they now demanded, fliould in future be exempted 
from tribute to the Mogul government, and that one half of the riches 
found in Nazir-jmg’s treafury fliould be delivered to them. 
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It was known that all the lords of Murzafa-jwg’s court waited to 
meafure their demands by the conceffions which he {hould make ta - 
the Pitan Nabobs if thefe obtained all they afked, the whole of his 
dominion would fcarcely fuffice to fatisfy the other claimants in 
the fame proportion , and, on the other hand, if they were not fatif- 
fied, it was much to be apprehended that they would revolt j Mr Du- 
pleix therefore poftponed all other confiderations to this important difcuf- 
fion, and conferred with the Pitans for feveral days focceffively. He 
acknowledged the great obligations Murzafa-jing lay under to diem 
for their condudt in the revolution, but infifted that he himfelf had 
contributed as much to it as they, and was therefore entided to as 
great rewards, and that if fuch conceffions were extorted, the Sou- 
bah, would no longer be able to maintain the dignity he had ac- 
quired intending therefore to fet the example of moderation, he, 
in the laft conference, told them, that he {hould rehnquilh his 
own pretenfions to any fhare of the treafures, or to any other advan- 
tages which might diftreft die affairs of Murzafa-jing, The Pitans 
finding him determined to fupport the caufe of that pnnce at all 
events, agreed amongft themfelves to appear fatisfied with the terms 
he prefcribed • thefe were, that their governments fhould be augment- 
ed by fbme diftndts much left than thofe they demanded* that their 
private revenues {hould be increafed by the addition of feme lands 
belonging to die crown given to them in farm at low rates, and 
that the half of the money found in Nazir-jing’s treafury {hould be 
divided amongft them , but the jewels were referved to Murzafa.- 
jing. 

This agreement was figned by die Nabobs, who likewife took on 
the Alcoran an oath of allegiance to the Soubah , dedanng at the lame 
time that Nizam-al-muluck himfelf had never been able to obtain 
from them this mark of fubmiffion . and he on his part fwore to protect 
them whilft they remained faithful 

All diffentions being now in appearance reconciled, feafts and enter- 
tainments cnfued, m which Mr. Dupleix {pared no expence to raife m Ins 
guefts a high opinion of the grandeur of his nation by the iplendour 

with 
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with, which lie affeded to reprefent his monarch, Amidft thefe rcjoic. 
ings vvas performed the ceremony of mftalhng the Soubah in the throne 
of the Decan* it was very pompous , and Mr. Dupleix appeared, next 
to the Soubah, the principal ador in it, for in the diefs of a Maho- 
medan lord of Indoftan, with which the prince himfclf had clothed 
him, lie was the firft who paid homage , after which he was declared 
governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to the fouth of the 
river Knftna , that is, of a territory little left than France itfelf he 
likcwife received the title of munfub or commander of 7000 liorfe, 
with the permiffion of bearing amongft lus enfigns, that of the fifli , 
neither of which, diftmdions is ever granted excepting to perlons of 
the firft note in the empire: It was ordered, that no money fliould 
be current in the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondicherry j 
and that the Mogul’s revenues from all the countries of which Mr Du- 
pleix was now appointed vicegerent fliould be remitted to him, who was 
to account for them to the Soubah, and Chunda-faheb was declared Nabob) 
of Arcot and its dependencies, under the authority of Mr. Dupleix. All 
the Mogul and Indian lords paid homage, and made prefents : penfions, 
titles of honour, and governments, were, bellowed on thofe who had> 
affifted in the revolution, or had otherwife merited favour, but he 
granted none of thefe to any, but fuch as prefented requefts figned 
by the hand of Mr. Dupleix- 

The immediate advantages arifing-to die French Eaft India company- 
by thefe concelfions, were the pofleffion of a territory near Pondicherry 
.producing annually 96000 rupees, of that near Karical in the kingdom' 
of Tanjore, valued at 106,000 , and the city of Mafulipatnam with its 
dependencies, of which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 rupees ; 
m all, a revenue of 38000 pounds fterhng, according to die accounts 
pubhlhed by the French, which there is reafon to believe are greatly 
jextenuated But thefe advantages were fmall m companion of thofe 
which Mr Dupleix expe&ed to obtain from the extenfive authority 
with which he was now inverted , and altho’ not one of thefe grants could,, 
according to the conftitution of the Mogul empire, be of any validity,' 
unlefs confirmed by the emperor, he, without fcruplc,. afliimecL them 
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as lawful acquifitions : it is certain that, imperfedt as they were, they’ 
ferved greatly to raife the reputation of his importance in the Car- 
natic, where the Soubah of the fouthern provinces is more re- 
medied than the Great Mogul himfelf Even Mahomed-ally ap- 
peared to be confounded by thefe conceffions ; and from Tntchano- 
poly, to which place he had efcaped with great difficulty, lmpower- 
ed the Morratoe, Raja Janagi, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur- 
render of the dty, and offered, as die French affirm with great con- 
fidence in more than one memoir, to relinquifli his pretenfions to the 
nabobfhip of Arcot, provided Murzafa-jing would .give him fome 
other government in die territory of Gol-kondah, and leave- him m 
poflefiion of his treafures, without demanding any account of Ins 
father An’war-adean Khan’s adfniniftration Mr. Dupleix agreed to 
thefe terms, and imagined fiiat they would very fbon be carried into 
execution • fb that nothing now retarded the departure of Murzafa-jmg 
to Gol-kondah and Aureng-abad, where his prefence became every day 
more neccflaty As the power of Mr (Dupleix depended on the prefer- 
vation of this prince, whofe ’government in a country fubjedt to fiich 
Hidden revolutions, probably would not be free from commotions, he 
propofed that a body of French troops fhould accompany him until he 
-was firmly eftablilhed m the fbubahflup , and from experience of the fer- 
vices they were capable of rendering, this offer was accepted without 
hefitation. 

The treafures of Nazir-jing were -computed at two millions fterling, 
and the jewels at 500,000 pounds in the partition of this wealth, 
'the private fortune of Mr Dupleix was not forgot, notwithftanding 
the offer "he had made in the conference with the Pitan Nabobs to 
relinquifli all pretenfions to any private advantage by the revolution , 
for, ’befides many valuable jewels, it is faid, that he received 
200,000 pounds in money Murzafa-jing gave 50,000 pounds to be 
divided among the officers and troops who had fought at the battle 
of Gmgee, and paid 50,000 pounds moremtothe trealiiry of the French 
company, for die expcnces they had incurred in the war. The 
long experience of Shanavaz ‘Khan m die adrniniftration of the 

Decan 
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Decan rendering his knowledge neceffary to the mftru&ion of a new 1750 
regency, he was invited by Murzafa-jing to enter into his fervice, and * — v- — > 
came from Chittaput and made his fubnuffion 

Mr. Dupleix and Murzafa-jing feparated with profeflions of mutual 1751., 
gratitude and attachment, and the army left the neighbourhood of Pon- 
dicherry on the 4th of January , the French detachment was com- 
manded by Mr. Bufly, and confided of 300 Europeans and zooo Se- 
poys with ten field pieces The march was continued without inter- 
ruption until the latter end of the month, when they arrived m the terri- 
tory of Cudapa, about fixty leagues from Pondicherry There fome 
draggling horfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a village, and, 
with the ufual licentioufnefs of the cavalry of Indoftan, fet fire hot only 
to that, but likewife to two or three other villages in the neighbourhood. 

The Nabob of Cudapa, pretending to be greatly exafperated by this 
outrage, ordered a body of his troops to revenge it, by attacking the 
rear-guard of Murzafa-jmg’s divifion. A fkirmifh enfued, and the 
troops of Cudapa overpowered by numbers, retreated to their main body. 

Their attack, whether by chance or defign is uncertain, had been directed 
againft that part of the army which efcorted the women , fo that this 
defiance was aggravated by the moft flagrant affront that the dignity of 
an Indian prince could receive Tor die perfons of women of rank are 
deemed facred, even m war Murzafa-jing no fooner heard of this m- 
iult, than he ordered his whole army to halt, put himfelf at the head 
of -a large body of troops, and prepared to march againfl the Na- 
bob of Cudapa Mr Bufly, who had been inflru£ted to avoid if 
poffible all occafions of committing hoftilities m the rout to Gol- 
kondah, interpofed, and with much difficulty prevailed on him to fuf- 
,pend his refentment, until the Nabob explained the reafbns of his con- 
dudl Meffengers were lent bodi from Murzafa-jwg and Mr Bufly : 
to thofe of Murzafa-jmg the Nabob of Cudapa anfivered, that he 
waited for their mailer fword in hand , but to Mr. Bufly he lent word, 
diat he was ready to make fnbmiflions to the Soubah through his medi- 
ation The difference of thefe anfwcrs flung this punce to the quick, 
and nothing could now flop him from proceeding to take infbnt revenge. 

4 He 
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1751. He told Mr Buffy, who ftill attempted to calm him, that every Pitanin. 

' his army was a traitor born , and m a very few minutes the truth of his 
affertion was confirmed : for his Ipies brought intelligence, that the 
tioops of all the three Nabobs were drawn up together in battle-array, 
that they were polled to defend a defile which lay m the rout of the 
army, and that feveral polls leading to the defile were defended by can- 
non, which had been brought there feme days before Thcfe prepara- 
tions left no doubt that .the rebellion of the Nabobs was premeditated? 
and indeed they had began to. concert it from the very hour that they 
had taken the oath of allegiance m Pondicherry Murzafa-jmg, m 
full march at the head of his cavaliy, grew impatient of the flow 
pace of the French battalion, and hurried away to attack the re- 
bels without their afiiftance. The Pitan Nabobs had m their fervicc 
many of their own countiymen, who, although much inferior in 
number, flood the lliock with great intrepidity, and had even repulfed 
his troops before Mr .Bully came up The fire of the French artillery, 
after a fevere daughter, changed die fortune of the day, and obliged the 
Pitans to retreat , when Murzafa-jmg, irritated by die repulfe he had 
fuftamed, rallied his troops, and lieedlefs of the remonftrances of Mr. 
Bufiy, purfued the fugitives, and left once more the French battalion be- 
- hind, who endeavoured to keep fight >of him, but in vain • They foon 
N -after came up to feme of his troops, who were cutting to pieces the body 
of the Nabob of Savanore dead on die ground The Nabob of 
Cudapa had fled out of the field delperatcly wounded, and in pur- 
fumg him, Murzafa-jmg came -up with the Nabob of Canoul, who 
finding he could notefcape, turned -with the handful of troops that fur- 
rounded him, and pufhed on towards the elephant of his enemy. Exaf- 
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a fign to his troops to 
leave the perfon of the Nabob to be attacked by himfelf The two 
elephants were driven up clofe to each other^ and Murzafa-jing 
had his fword uplifted to ftrike, when his antagomft thruft his 
javelin, which pierced his forehead with fo much force that the point 
entered the brain , he fell back dead a thoufand arms were 
-aimed at the Nabob, who was m the fame mftant mortally 
2 wounded 
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wounded, and the troops, not fatisfied with this atonement, fell 1 750. 
with fury on thofe of the Nabob, whom they foon overpowered, and ' v “ 
cut to pieces The French battalion was preparing to hail them 
returning from the field with acclamations of vidory, when the news 
of Mu rzafa-j mg’ s fate itruck them with the deepefl: confternation 
They immediately marched back to the camp, which they found 
in the utmoft confufion , for large arrears of pay were due to the army , 
and it was to be apprehended that the foldiery would mutiny and 
plunder, and every general fufpeded all the others of fimfter in- 
tentions 

But this difafter affeded no intereft more feverely than that of the- 
French, for by it were annihilated all the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir-jing, and Mr Bully was left without 
pretenfions to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan This 
officer faw all the delperate confequences of his prefent fituation without 
lofing his prefence of mind : he afiembled the generals and mimfters, 
and found them as ready ashimfelf to admit of any expedient by which 
the Iofs of their fbvereign might be repaired . befides the ion of Mur- 
zafa-jing, an infant, there were in the camp three brothers of Nazir-jing, 
whom that prince had brought into the Carnatic under find confine- 
ment, to prevent their engaging in revolts during his ablence; and-, 
after his death they were continued under the fame reftramt by Murzafa- 
jing Mr Bully propofed, that the vacant dignity of Soubah fhould 
be conferred on the eldeft of the brothers, by name Salabat-jing; 
and the generals, from a fenfe of the convulfions to which the reign 
of a minor would be expoled, readily acquiefced to the exclufion of 
Murzafa-jmg’s fon, and unanimoufly approved of Mr Bully's ad- 
vice It was immediately earned into execution, the three pnnees 
were releafed from their confinement, and Salabat-jing was proclaim- 
ed Soubah of the Decan, with the umverlal conlent of the army- 
His elevation, and the fignal cataflrophe of this day,* m which three 
of the conlpirators of Nazir-jmg’s death fell in battle fighting 
againlt each other, were regarded by many as a retribution of the- 
divine jufticc. 

Z- Mr. 
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1751. Mr. Bufly immediately adviicd Mr. Dupleix of this revolution, and 
— of the difpofitions which he had made m favour of Sallabat-jing, who 
agreed to confirm all the cefiions made by his predeceflor, and to give 
Bill greater advantages to the French nation. On thefe conditions, 
Mr Dupleix acknowledged his right to the Soubahihip, with as much 
ardor as he had afierted that of Murzafa-jing , and as loon as this 
approbation was received, the army left the country of Cudapa, and 
continued its march to Gol-kondah. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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T HE nations of Coromandel, accutemcd to fee Europeans 1751. 

afiuming no other charadter than that of merchants, and pay- ' * 1 

mg as much homage to the Mogul government as was exadted 
from themlelves, were aftomfhed at the rap.d progrefe of the French 
arms, and beheld with admiration the abilities of Mr. Duplux, who 
had fiiewn himfelf at once as great an adept in the politics of In- 
doftan, as if he had been educated a Mahomtdan lord at the court 
of Delhi , and knowing the rivality which exited between the two 
nations, they were equally furpnzed at the indolcncc of the Englite, 
who fince die retreat of their troops from Mahomcd-ally at Trivady, 
had taken no meafures to interrupt the progrefs of his Ichcmcs, 
and indeed this inactivity at fo critical a conjunflum, is difficult to 
be accounted for, unlefs it be impute to their dread of engag- 
5 ” without authority from England, in open hoAilitics againfl 
■?' rk immediately after the conclufion of a general peace in Europe. 

French lWca 1 ± motives, their difpofition to remain in peace 

ceW.^l.ocon.B-ndrftlKt^ 

was fo great, tta J ^ ^ coondbf fcftFcrt St. David on forac 
and had grea ^ ‘ . ^ ^England in the month of Odober. The 

private concerns, •_ ^ ^ overwhelmed them 

afiaffination ox - them fen tele, when too late, of the error, 

with atemffiuient, a r- „-,. fru ; n2 a iy/Jv of their troop, with the 
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\ l&ory , for Murzafa-jing, with his uncle’s treafures, moved from Gin- 
gee with only a detachment of his own army and 300 of the French 
troops, who marching without apprehenfion of danger, obferved little 
military order Mr Benjamin Robins, at that time juft arrived from 
England to fuperintend the company^ fortifications as engineer-general, 
propofed that 800 Europeans fhould march out and attack them in their 
return , difcovenng in this advice the fame extenfive fagacity which has 
diftmguifhed his fpeculations in the abftrufer fciences, and which renders 
his name an honour to our country , for there is the greateft probability 
that the attack, if well conduced, would have fiicceeded, and the trea- 
fures of Nazir-jmg have been earned to Fort St David mftead of Pondi- 
cherry , but the Englilh were not as yet fufficiently inflamed by the fpirit 
of enterpnze, even to comprehend the feafibihty of an attempt which 
carried the appearance of fo much hardmefs as this propofed by Mr. 
Robins 

Mahomed-ally, ftill more perplexed and difpmted than the Enghfh, 
had no hopes of prefervation but in their affiftance, which he preflingly 
follicited at the fame time that he was capitulating with Mr Dupleix for 
the furrender of Tntchanopoly and the Engltfh, apprehenfive of the 
conclufion of fuch a treaty, winch would have left them without any 
pretence to oppofe Mr Dupleix and Chunda-faheb, at laft took the 
refolution of fending once more to Tntchanopoly a detachment to en- 
courage Mahomed-ally to defend the city, it confided of 280 Europeans, 
with 300 Sepoys, who arrived there under the command of captain Cope 
in the beginning of Pebruary 

About the fame time Chunda-faheb marched from Pondicheny with 
an army of 8000 men, horfe and foot, which he had levied m the 
province, joined by a battalion of 800 Europeans ^ and with this force 
proceeded to Arcot, where he received homage as Nabob, and there 
was fcarce a ftrong hold to the north of the nver Coleroon of which the 
governor did not acknowledge his fovereignty Mortiz-ally of Velore, 
who had temporized, and affe&ed obedience to Nazir-jing from the time 
that prince entered the Carnatic, immediately after his death reafium- 
ed his connexion with, his relation Chunda-faheb, and was the firft 
to reacknowledge him , and his example determined moft of the other 
.chiefs 
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*11.? co'MHii?* Urt.** between thr Cnlcroon and the extremity of 1751 
the pr.fn'ith did wo* throw off’tbcir obedience to M thomcd-ally, v- “ v “‘ 

h.tttct luUttiimu IriiUt'rlV hr thcicihtc lent ?50ohorle, ami 
j'C" IVa*u, urdcr the command of Hr brother Ahdul-rahtm, together 
u th ^ h'ttcnt r f to l’mnpcaw, to fettle the government of Tmn- 
v?M», ac.ty hi* 1 * if 0 mdev to the ibmh of Tritchanopoly, ami capi- 
tal «! a terjiv'i wliwh e\tc n! r to (.jelVir.'-tm Abdtil-t dum met 
w-ib ro ref.in~.re f r '*n the jvcoplc of the cotmitv, htit foumi it 
t f.*etlt to reftmn hr t cop from revolt, lV moil of the nlhctrt 
’.'a / rente* , were rdebted to thrr ponce **< much ns he was ru- 
de! ’f.i t > the *■ U hre *, nod cvpcilcd ■»» the p.ke of their defection that 
Ch«:'(l*- , 'hch v mid tv't <?rl\ remit wlnt they owed to the government, 
h.it 1 ’.c.’n'c furr fh money for the pn ol their troop* However, 
gee t p*o>nifc«, a*, i the \igd-m.c of heutcnnnt Inn«s, who command- 
ed the I'iH'Mi del elm.cs.t, prevented them from carrying their fehemes 
« to cxccvit t n , hit the ftmc fpint tf revolt m unfitted itlclf more 
cjenlj in another p^rt of Mahomcd-ally ’s dominion'. 

A Hum Klnn, a foldrr of fortune, who hid ffrmcrlv been in the 
ferv cc of Ch i.uh-hhcb, and nftcrvv mb in that of the King of Tanjorc, 
h'dhtch, left this p-mcc and emte to Midurn, where Ins rcptitition as 
rn excellent otrccr toon gnned him influence and rcfpcdl, which he cm- 
plnvcd to comipt the gam ion, and fuccccded fo well, that the troops 
uc"'cd him governor, and confcntcd to maintain the city under his au- 
dio*’’!} fj ** Chund-’-faheh, whom he acknowledged as lus fovertign. 

The country of Madura hc> between thofc of Tritchanopoly* and Ti- 
nwclly , ->» d is extenfive as either of them The city was in ancient 
times the refidtnee of a prince wliov* as foverugn of all the three. Its 
form is nc”*-ly a fquarc of 4000 yards in circumference, fortified with a 
double w all and a ditch The lofs of this place, by* cutting off die 
communication buv cen Tritchanopoly and die countries of Tinavclly, 
deprived AT ’homed-ally of more than one half of lus dominions on 
receiving the news, captain Cope offered lus fcrvicc to retake it His 
detachment v as ill equipped for a fiege, for they had brought no batter- 
ing cannon from Tort St David, and there were but two fcrviccablc 

pieces 
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pieces in the city with one of thefe, three field pieces, two cohorns, and 
150 Europeans, he marched away, accompanied by 600 of the: 
Nabob’s cavalry, commanded by another of his brothers Abdul-wahab 
Khan, and on the day that they arrived in fight of Madura, they 
werejomed by the army returning from Tmavelly. There were feveral 
large breaches m the outward wall , the gun fired through one of them 
on the inward wall, and in two days demolished a part of it, although 
not fufficient to make the breach acceflible without the help of fafcines. 
Difficult as it was, it was neceflaiy either to ftorm it immediately, or to 
rehnquilh the fiege, for all die Shot of the great gun were expended 
The Sepoys, encouraged by a distribution of feme money, and a promile- 
of much more if the place was taken, went to the attack with as much 
Spirit as the Europeans The firft wall was palled without refinance, and 
at the foot of the breach m the fccond appeared ’three champions, one of 
them a veiy bulky man in compleat armour, who fought manfully with 
their fwords, and wounded feveral of the forlorn hope, but were, at lalt 
with' difficulty killed Whilft the troops were mounting the breach, 
they were fevercly annoyed by arrows, ftones, and the fire of match- 
locks, notwithstanding which they gained the parapet, and here the 
enemy had on each fide of die entrance flung up a mound of earth, on 
which they had laid horizontally Some palm trees feparated from 
each other, and through thefe intervals they thruft their pikes At 
the bottom of the rampart within the wall they had flung up a 
Strong retrenchment with a ditch, and three or four thoufand men ap- 
pealed ready to defend this work with all kinds of arms. The troops, 
wounded by the pikes as faft as they mounted, were not able to keep 
pofleffion of the parapet, and after fighting until ninety men were dis- 
abled, relmquifhed the attack Four Europeans were killed . the Se- 
poys fuffered more, and four of their captains were deiperately wounded 
The next day captain Cope prepared to return to Tritchanopoly, and 
blew the cannon to pieces, for want of means to carry it away. The 
troops of Mabomed-ally, encouraged by tins repulfe,~no longer con- 
cealed their difaffedhon, and 5oohorfe, with 1000 Peans, went over 
to Ahum Kkan before die Enghfli broke up dieir camp, and two or 

three: 
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three days after near aooo more horlcmcn deferted hkcwiic to the 1 75 r. 
enemy At the fame time tint the nimy and dominions of Miho- ' 
mcd-alh were thus reduced, he rcccncd advice that Clninda-fahch was 
preparing to march from Arcot to befiege Tntchanopoly , he now more 
flrenuoufl) rcprcfcntcd his diftrcfics to the prc(ldcn«-y of Fort St. David, 
offering to gi\ c the company a territory of confidcrablc revenue conti- 
guous to the bounds of Madrid, and prointfing hkcwifc to defray all 
tlic cxpcnccs of their nfiiflmcc 

It was the time of hnncfl, which on the conft of Coromandel is 
divided equally between the lord of the land and the cultivator, and 
Mr. Duplcix alFcQcd to diflinguifli his new acqmfitions, by ordering fmall 
white flags to be planted almofl in ctcry field to winch he laid claim 
thefe flags were feen from Fort St David extended round the bounds, and 
feme of them were even planted within the company’s territory: the 
infolcncc of thefe marks of fo\ crcignty dung the Englifli, and rouzed 
them from their lethargy : they concluded that Mr Dupleix, from the 
fame (pint of dominion, would not fail to impofc extravagant duties on 
their trade pitting through the countries of which he had taken poflef- 
fion , and tins reflexion comincing diem that their own rum would 
be blended with that of Mahomcd-ally, they determined to accept 
the offers he made, and to fupport his caufc to die utmofl of their 
power y 

In die beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 50 were 
cavalry, and too Cadres, 1000 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, took 
the field under the command of captain Gingen, who was ordered to 
remain near Fort St. David until he fhould be joined by Mahomed-ally’s 
troops from Tntchanopoly . for the Englifli were determined not to ap- 
pear as pnncipals in the war. After waiting fix weeks, captain Gingen 
was joined by 600 horfc and 1000 Pcans, he then proceeded to die 
weflward, and came in fight of Verdachelum, a large and ftrong pagoda 
gamfoned by 300 of Chunda-fah cb’s troops this place is fituated 40 
miles from the coad, and commands the high road , the reduction of 
it was therefore necefiary to preferve the communication with Fort St. 

'David . the garrifon were fummoned by the Nabob’s officer to deliver 

up 



Book nr. 


The War or Coromandel. 

up the place • they refufed, and mann’d the walls The Englifh troops, 
under cover of a bank, fired at them for fomc hours, but finding 
that this attack made little impreflion, they prepared towards even- 
ing to make a general aflault, when the fight of die foaling ladders in- 
duced the governor to furrender. Leaving a garrifon of twenty Euro- 
peans and fifty Sepoys in the pagoda, dicy continued their march to the 
weftward, and were foon after joined by 100 Europeans detached by 
captain Cope from Tntchanopoly, and 2000 horfc, with 2000 foot, 
the remainder of the Nabob’s troops, under die command of his brother 
Abdul-wahab Khan. 

The army, after this jundhon came m fight of diat of Chunda- 
faheb, which lay encamped m the neighbourhood of Vol-kondah. 
This is a very ftrong fortrefs, 90 miles from the coaft, fituated 
m the great road between Arcot and Tritchanopoly : its princi- 
pal defence is a rock 200 feet high, and about a mile m circum- 
ference at the bottom, where it is cnclofed by a high and ftrong 
wall, moftly cut out of the folid ropk , near the fummit it is cn- 
clofed by another, wall, and the fummit ltfclf is furrounded by a 
third * adjoining to the caftcrn fide of the rock, on the plain, is a 
fort built of ftone, contiguous to which lies a town flenderly fortified with 
a mud wall The river Val-aru, after running due eaft, forms an angle 
about a mile to the north of Vol-kondah, where it turns to the fouth, 
and m this direction pafles clofe by the weftern fide of the rock, and 
winding round it, reafiumes its courfe to the eaftward along the louthern 
fide of the fort and town. Captain Gmgen encamped in a large grove 
about a mile and half to the fouthweft of Vol-kondah • and in this 
fituation the advanced guards were in fight of tliofe of Chunda-faheb, 
whole camp lay about four miles to the north of that part of the river 
which runs eaft before it ftrihcs to the fouth Here he had been fome 
days endeavouring to perfuade the governor to put him in poflefilon of 
the fort , and Abdul-wahab Khan, equally fenfiblc of the importance 
of the place, made offers likewife to induce him to deliver it up to Ma- 
liomed-ally The man knowing the advantage of his poft, had given 
evafive anfwers to Chunda-faheb , and replied to Abdul-wahab Khan, 

that 
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that he waited to fee a battle before he gave up his fort to either, but 
neverihelefs he entered into a negotiation with both, which lafted a fort- 
night, and during this time neither of the armies made any motion : it 
length captain Gmgen, irritated by his prevarications, determined to 
treat him as an enemy, but before he proceeded to hoftihties, polled the 
army about a mile to the northwell of the rock of Vol-kondah, where 
they were in readmels to intercept the approach of Chunda-faheb , for it 
was not doubted that the governor would call , him to his afiiftance, as 
foon as he found himfclf attacked This ddpofition being made, a large 
detachment of Europeans and Sepoys marched about nine m the even- 
ing, who eafily got over the mud-wall, and then fetting fire to the 
town, advanced to the ftone fort, but this they found too llrong to be 
affaulted before a breach was made, and therefore returned to the 
camp. The governor, as was forefeen, immediately fent a meflenger to 
acquaint Chunda-faheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the 
place 

The next morning, at break of day, the French battalion was dif- 
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
was almoft dry, and the Indian army of Chunda-laheb, which had 
been augmented at Arcot to izooohorfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared at 
the fame time Notwithftanding thefe motions, the Englifli officers 
wafted fo much time in deliberation, that the French battalion ar- 
rived near the foot of the rock, and formed before any attempt was 
made to intercept them, when too late, it was determined to give the 
enemy battle. 

When troops are drawn out for adhon, the greateft fault a general 
can commit is, to give them caufe to fufpedt that he is doubtful what 
orders to give , for they being, as a multitude, incapable of nice di-_ 
fhndhons, will infallibly impute his fufpence either to fear or incapacity, 
•and commonly to both fo that it is fafer to order them with confidence 
to retreat, than to lead them to the attack with the appearance of diffi- 
dence The troops had perceived the hefitations of the council of war, 
and were fo much affe&ed by them that they marched to the enemy 
with irrdblution As they approached a cannonade enfued, and a foot 
ftruck one of the French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded feme of 
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their Europeans, and frightened fo much a hundred more, who were 
polled near it, that they ran away with Mr. d'Auteud at their head to the 
fort of Vol-hondah, where they w ere admitted, and from hence they 
immediately began to fire from 14 pieces of cannon upon the Englifh 
battalion This unexpected cannonade, notwithftanding that molt of 
their Ihot flew too high, flung the troops into dilbrdcr, and fome of 
the officers likewife difcovermg fear, the whole battahon were feizcd 
with a panic The captains Gmgen, Dalton, Kirkpatrick, and lieu- 
tenant Clive, endeavoured to rally them, but m lain, for they retreat- 
ed m great confuflon, without flopping until they reached the camp 
Abdul-wahab Khan rode up and upbraided them in the flrongcft terms for 
their cowardice, bidding them take example from his own troops, nho 
fliJl flood their ground : and to compleat the fhamc of this day, the 
company of Caffres remained likewife on die field for fome time, and 
then marched off m good order, bringing away the dead and wounded. 
Had they behaved with common refolution, the enemy would pro- 
bably have been defeated , for Abdul-wahab Khan had prevailed on one 
of their generals, who commanded 4000 horfe, to come over to him on 
the field of batde, which body was obfened to feparate from the rcfl 
as the enemy approached, and this appearance of defection flung 
Chunda-faheb into fuch perplexity, that he did not venture to pur- 
fue the Englilh, over whom he would otherwife have had every ad- 
vantage 

The panic did not ceafe with die day, but operated lb flrongl), 
that captain Gmgen, to avoid worfe confequdUces, determined to remove 
the troops from die fight of an enemy they fo much dreaded, and at 
midnight broke up the camp, and marching with great expedition m 
the road leading to Tntchanopoly, arrived the next evening at the 
flreights of Utatoor, diftant about 25 miles from that city, a part of 
the range of mountains which bounds the province of Arcot to the 
weftward, forms one fide of thefe flreights, and fome hills about a mile 
to the eaft the other * the ground for fevcral miles farther eafhvard is 
covered with rocks, w'hich render it impaflable to an army encumbered 
u ith artillery The company of grenadiers confifling of 1 00 men, together 
with 100 Caffres andTopafles, with two field pieces, were left under the 
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command of captain Dalton, in a village at the entrance of the (heights . 
the main hod) encamped m the \ alley, and in order to fccurc the rear 
of the camp, fomc Europeans were placed in the fort of Utatoor, which 
lies about two miles lotith of the (heights 

The next day the enema took the fame rout, and for the comcmcncy 
of w"icr halted about eight miles from the Anight 5 . A few days 
after about too of their liorfc appeared in light of the tillage, 
riding about and fimmfhing their ftbres in defiance, captain Gin- 
gen, with (cvcral of the pnncipd officers of the battalion, happened 
at tins time to be there, who were lo much c\alpcratcd at this bra- 
\ ado, that feven of them mounted their horfes, and (allied with 12 
troopers and 1 co Scpojs to attack the part}’ they retreated as the Enghfh 
approached, fometimes halting as if they intended to (land the (hock, and 
in tliis manner led them three miles from the village, when they gal- 
loped av av at full (peed and difappeared The Enghfii had not pro- 
ceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they difeovered a 
body of near 3000 horfc coming out of a neighbouring thicket, where 
they were potted in nmbufeade, and from lienee had detached the party 
which appeared at the village The Scpo)S were ordered to difpcrfc, 
and the horfemen forming into a compadl body, puflied forwards 
fo bnflvl} , that only four or live of the enemy’s fquadrons had time 
to fling themfeh cs m their way : thefe w’crc attacked fword in hand, 
and the troops cut their way through, but not without the lo(s of 
lieutenant Mafkcl\ nc and three troopers, who were made prifoners , the 
reft gained the village, but all the Sepoys were either killed or 
taken Mr. Maflcclync was foon after releafed by Chunda-faheb, 
to whom lie gave his parole , for the French, who were at this time as 
cautious as the Englifli of appearing principals in the war, affefled to 
have no authority over the prifoners The ill fucccfs of tins lnconfidc- 
ratc cxcurfion, cncrcnfcd the diffidence which the (bldicrs entertained 
of their officers , who began likcwifc to difagrcc amongft themfclves, 
concurring in nothing but 111 thinking that die enemy were much too 
ftrong for them 

The ne\t day Chunda-faheb encamped within live miles of the village, 
and employed two days in reconnoitring the ground quite up to the 
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{freights On the third, the 13th of July, their whole army was difeo 
vered advancing in battle-array. Several parties of cavalry prccecdcd the 
line, and came on each flank of the village , and foon after appeared a 
body of 4000 Sepoys with {even pieces of cannon, fupported by a com- 
pany of 100 Topafles , thefe marched up {lowly and in good order 
the cavalry brought up the rear , and were foon after rejoined by the 
other parties which had been fent fonvard, excepting a few fquadrons 
which galloped on, and ftationed thcmfclves between the village and the 
{freights. Captain Dalton had began to fire from his two field pieces, 
when he received orders to quit his port, and join die main body, which 
had advanced a little way from the camp to favour his retreat, the 
near approach of the enemy now rendered the execution of this order 
liable to many difficulties , however, to conceal his intentions from 
them as long as poflible, he firft drew up the greateft part of his de- 
tachment out of their fight behind the village, and then ordered 
the two field pieces to be fent to hun, after which the reft of 
the detachment marched through the village and joined him Thus 
the whole body foimcd before the enemy difeovered their inten- 
tion as foon as they were convinced of it, their Sepoys rallied through 
the village, and began to fire from the huts on the rear of the Englifti 
party, who had fcarccly got out of reach of this fire, when the enemy’s 
whole cavalry, divided into two bodies, came galloping raund each fide 
of the village, and furrounded them die men did not lofe courage, 
and by a heavy fire obliged them to retreat into the village The 
detachment moving llowly on toward the camp, had not proceeded far 
before the enemy, horfe and foot, returned to the charge, and fur- 
rounded them again The Cadres, Topafles, and a platoon of Euro- 
peans kept up a conftant fire, whilft the grenadiers continually 
prefented and recovered their arms, prcfcrvmg their fire for the laft 
extremity, and by this referve conftantly deterred the cavalry from 
charging m this manner they made their retreat good to the 
entrance of the {freights, where the ground being rocky, hindered 
the enemy’s horfe from continuing in compact fquadrons The de- 
tachment, now reinforced by two platoons from the main body, halted 
more frequently, giving their whole fiie at once, and joined their army 
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in good order, bringifig off their killed and wounded, which were fifteen 
men The enemy following them, ' were infenfibly led within a 
finall diftance of the whole force now united with eight pieces of 
cannon in front , they at firft appeared determined to ftand their ground, 
and bring on a general adhon, but .finding themfelves feverely 'galled by 
the artillery, which, together with the whole line, advanced upon 
them, they gave way, and loft 300 men before they got out of cannon- 
fliot . their cannon were ill ferved, 'and did but little damage, and the 
French battalion never appeared until the firing ceafed, when they were 
difcovered taking poffefiion of the village, in the rear of which the reft 
of the army likewife pitched their tents 

Altho’ the poft m the (heights was deemed defenfible, it was feared from 
the great fuperionty of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry and Sepoys, that he would 
detach a body of men, and poft it between the camp and Tntchanopoly, 
from which city the army drew all its provifions acrofs the two largeft 
rivers m the Carnatic From this apprehenfion it was determined to 
retreat without delay, and the army decamped filently m the night; 
they never halted till two the next day, fatigued to excels with a 
march of eighteen hours, performed without refrelhment m the hotteft 
feafon of this fultry climate, and after the fatigues they had endured in the 
adhon of the preceding day Luckily the enemy’s cavalry were So difpinted 
with the lots they then fuftamed, that they never attempted to interrupt 
the retreat they however followed at a diftance, and before night 
took poft within three miles of the army, which was now arrived within 
fight of Tntchanopoly, and encamped clofe to the northern bank of die 
Coleroon 

This river is a principal arm of another called the Caven, which has 
its fource m the mountains within thirty miles of Mangalore on the 
coaft of Malabar, and paffing through the kingdom of Myfbre, runs 
400 miles before it reaches Tntchanopoly About five miles to the 
northweft of this city the Caven divides ltfelf into two principal arms. 
The northern is called the Coleroon, and difembogues at Devi Co- 
tah . the other retains the name of Caven , and about twenty miles to 
the eaftward of Tntchanopoly begins to fend forth feveral large branches, 
all of which pafs through the kingdom of Tanjore, and are the caufe 
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1751 of the gi eat fertility of that country. For feveral miles after the lepa- 
— ration, the banks of the Coleroon and Caveri are in no part two miles 
afuhd^r, in many fcarcely one , and at Coilady, a fort fifteen miles 
to the eaft of Tritchanopoly, the two ftreams approach fo near to 
each other, that the people of the country have been obliged to fling up 
a large and ftrong mound of earth to keep them from uniting again. 
The long flip of land mclofed by the two channels between Coilady and 
the place where the two ftreams firft feparate, is called the Aland of 
- Senngham, famous throughoutlndoftan for the great pagoda from which 
It denvcs its name This temple is fituated about a mile from the 
weftern extremity of the liland, at a fmall diftance from the bank of the 
Coleroon it is compofed of feven fquare inclofures, one witlnn the 
other, the walls of which are 25 feet high and four thick Thefc in- 
clofures are 350 feet diftant from one another, and each has four large 
gates, with a high tower, which are placed, one in the middle of each 
fide of the mclofure, and oppofite to the four cardinal points. The 
outward wall is near four miles in circumference, and its gateway to 
die fouth is ornamented with pillars, feveral of which are Angle flones 
33 feet long, and nearly 5 in diameter, and thofe which form the roof 
are fhll larger in the inmoft; mclofure are the chapels About half a 
mile to the eaft of Senngham, and nearer to the Caveri than the Cole- 
roon is another large pagoda called Jembikifma but this has 
only one mclofure The extreme veneration in which Senngham is 
held, anfes from a belief that it contains that identical image of the 
god Wiflchnu, which ufed to be worflupped by the god Brama Pil- 
grims from all parts of the penmfula come here to obtain abfolution, 
and none come without an offering of money, and a large part of 
the revenue of the ifland is allotted for the maintenance of the Bramins 
who inhabit the pagoda, and thele, with their families formerly com- 
pofed a multitude, not lefs than 40,000 fouls, maintained without labour 
' by the liberality of fuperftition. Here, as in all the other great pagodas 
of India, the Bramins live in a fubordination which fufiers no refiftance, 
and 'flumber in a voluptuoufnefs which knows no wants, and, 
fenfible of the happinefs of their condition, they quit not the filence of 
their retreats to mingle in the tumults of die ftate , nor point the brand, 
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flaming from the altar, againft the authority of the fovereign, or the 
tranquillity of the government This repole was now doomed to be 
much difturbcd, and the temple to endure liich pollutions as it had never 
before been expofed to 

The Enghfh battalion took poffeffion of Pitchandah, a fortified 
pagoda fituated on the northern bank of the Coleroon, about a mile 
to the eaft of Seringham : the reft of the army encamped along the 
nver nearer the pagoda The camp was only accefiible by the high 
road , for the reft of the ground was laid out in nee fields, which 
being at this leafon overflowed, formed a morals not to be palled by ca- 
valry: but the army loon found difficulties in getting provifions, which 
could now only be brought from the oppofite fhore under the pro- 
tection of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this diftreft 
would be greatly encreafed by the enemy’s fending a ftrong detachment 
acrofs the river to take poffeffion of the great pagoda It was therefore 
relohed to prevent them, and orders were given for the whole army to 
croft the nver 

The Coleroon, like all the other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is fubjeCt to very fudden and unforeleen alterations, which depend on 
the rams that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft, lo that in 
the {pace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, becomes 
almoft impalpable even by boats , and at this time it was fcarcely fordable, 
and very rapid The ammunition and {lores were tranfported before 
day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the government of Tntchano- 
poly to ferry over horfes The troops then followed with the field- 
pieces , and the retreat was not difcovered by the enemy until the laft 
boat with four of the field pieces was paffing This ftuck upon a fand- 
bank, and the enemy brought down their guns, and cannonaded it 
fo feverely, that it was abandoned by the boatmen , but the grena- 
diers, who formed the rear-guard brought it off, and the whole army 
palled without any other Iols than that of two or three tumbnls and one 
{mail iron gun belonging to the Nabob 

The Englifh troops, as well as thofe of the Nabob, entered the 
pagoda, and were admitted with great reluctance into three of the firft 
inclofures, which affording room much more than fufficient for their 
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*751. reception, they complied with the earned follicitations of the Bramins, 
Imploring them to carry the ftain of their pollutions no nearer the "ha- 
bitation of the idol. It was evident this poll: might have been defended 
againft the enemy’s whole force, fincc the cannon of Tritchanopoly and 
thofe m the pagoda were near enough to have kept the communication 
•open - but the fpirit of retreat ftill fo ftrongly poflefled the army, that they 
fufpedted die outward wall of Scringham to be in a ruinous condition, 
and thought the extent of it too great to be defended by fo fmall a force 
Indeed the Enghlh battalion was now reduced to 400 men, and the 
Nabob’s troops could not be depended on It was therefore determined, 
as the laft refouice, to take Iheltcr under the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
and this refolution was put m execution two days after die army took 
pofielfion of Senngham 

The city of Tritchanopoly lies about 90 miles inland from die coaft, 
and is fituated within 500 yards of the foutheru bank of the Caven, 
and about a mile and a half foutheaft from Senngham It is a parallelo- 
gram, of which the eaft and weft fides extend near two miles, and 
the north and fouth about one It has a double mclofure of walls, each of 
which are flanked by round towers built at equal diftances from one 
another, the outward wall is 18 feet high, and about 5 feet thick, 

' without rampart or parapet the inward is much ftronger, being 30 feet 
high, with a rampart of ftone dccreafing by large fteps from the ground 
to the top, where it is 10 feet broad, and has a thin parapet of ftone 
about 7 feet high, in which ape loop holes to fire through There is 
an interval between the two walls of 25 feet, and before the outward 
a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, unequally fiipplied with water at diffe- 
rent feafons, but never quite dry In the northern part of the city ftands 
a rock 150 feet high, from which the adjacent country is difeovered 
for many miles round 


The Englifli battalion encamped on the weft fide of the city clofe to 
the ditch, and the Nabob’s troops on the fouthern fide captain Cope, 

' with 100 of the Europeans fent thither in the beginning of the year, 

remained within the walls 

/ 

Chunda-fahcb and the French took pofleffion of Senngham foon 
after the Nabob’s army evacuated it, and in the beginning of Auguft 

they 
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they fent a flrong detachment to attack Coilady, a mud fort about 1751. 
a mile to the call of the great bank which terminates the ifland '“■'■v — 
of Senngham, and the only pod which dill held out for the 
Nabob. Captain Gingen, informed of this motion, detached 20 Eu- 
ropeans and 100 Sepoys, under the command of enfign Trader, to 
reinforce the garnfon. Tins officer defended die fort very gallandy 
for fc\ cral days, until it was fo fluttered as to be no longei tenable . 
lie then received orders to draw off lus men in the night , and a 
detachment of 200 Europeans were lent to poll thcmfclvcs oppofitc 
to the fort on the fouthern bank of die Caven, m order to cover 
Ins retreat: but the Sepoys, inffcad of palling the over a lew at a 
time, whilft the Europeans fired from die w all to amule the enemy, 
direw diemfehes precipitately into the water all together, every one 
prefling to get o\ cr to the covering party as fad as lie could. Their 
outcries in this diftreft difcotcrcd them to the enemy, who increafed it 
by firing upon them, and at the fame time prepared to affault the fort, 
upon which the Europeans likcwifc plunged into the river, and throw- 
ing away their arms, with difficulty joined die covering party. This 
fueccfs determined Chunda-faheb to crofs the Cavcri, and leaving a 
garrifon in Scringham, he encamped with the reft of his army to the 
call of Tritchanopoly 

The prcfidcncy of Fort St David faw, with great anxiety, their efforts 
to fupport Mahomed-ally fruftrated, by the retreat of his army out of 
" the Carnatic, where lie now no longer poficfitd a Angle diftridt and 
Vcrdachellum, die only fort to die north of the Coleroon which acknow- 
ledged him, was inverted by the troops of a neighbouring polygar. 

The flitps from Europe having brought fomc recruits, a detachment 
of 80 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large convoy of ftores, were 
fent from fort St David in the middle of July to relieve it this party 
was commanded by lieutenant Clive, who foon after the redudhon of 
Devi Cotah, had reaffumed the mercantile fervice of the company m 
which he firft went to India, and now adted as commiffary of the 
army, which he had accompanied m the beginning of this campaign, 
until they began to retreat before the enemy at Vol-kondah He 
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1751. furprized the Polygar’s troops at midnight, who took flight at the firft 
UvW fire, and the convoy entered Vcrdachellum without any lofs. From 
hence he fent his detachment through the country' of Tanjore to rein- 
force die battalion at Tritchanopoly, which they joined w ithout interrup- 
tion, the French at this time not having eroded the Caven. Mr. Clive 
lumfelf returned from Vcrdachellum to Fort St David, accompanied 
by 12 Sepoys, and as many tenants in his way, he was furround- 
cd by die Poly gar’s troops, who with matchlocks harrafied dus little 
party feme hours, and killed fev en of die Sepoys, and fevcral of lus 
attendants The ammunition of the reft being expended, he ordered 
them to difperfe, and faved lumfelf by the fpeed of lus liorfc from a 
party of cavalry, who purfued him fcvcral miles 
In the middle of Auguft the prefidency prepared to lend another rein- 
forcement to Tntchanopoly, where the difeontent which prevailed 
amongft the officers made it neccffary to remove fcvcral of diem at a 
time when there were vciy fcw r fit to fuccced to their pods a captain’s 
commiffion was therefore given to Mr Clive, who proceeded with a 
detachment into the country of Tanjore, where lie was joined by another 
from Devi-Cotali die tw 0 parties, when united, confided of only 1 00 Eu- 
ropeans, 50 Sepoys, with one fmall field piece The king of Tanjore, like 
all other Indian pnnees, cautious of declaring whilft the event remained 
doubtful, differed both die Englifli and French troops to march dirough 
lus country to Tritchanopoly: and this being the only rout by which 
the Englifh from the fea-coaft could now gam the city', the fort of Devi- 
Cotah began to acquire an importance not forefeen when dicy' took it. 
The French detached from Coilady 30 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, who 
came m fight of the Englifli party near the village of Condour, fituated 
ten miles to the north of Tanjore , the high road led through the vil- 
lage, and both anxious to get pofleflion of it, entered it haftily at the 
fame time at different ends A fkimufli enfued, in which the French 
officer was defperatcly w’ounded, and 10 of lus Europeans were killed, 
on which the reft widi die Sepoys took flight, and die Englifh 
making a circuit of fevcral miles to avoid the enemy’s camp, arrived 
fafe at the city. 


Notwith- 
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** here the crenn's fpe rcpc'tc*], tint they had difcoacred the I 7 nglifli 
nr'clvn w.th unconcern tliro igh .a \10knt ftorm of thunder, lightning, 
and r-> nj and thr c rcnmfiancc, from their notions of omens gaicthc 
garrifo'i fo hull an op mon of the fortitude of the approaching enuny, 
that the) inffantls abandoned the fort, and a few hours after the Enghfli 
entered the at) , which had no w . 11$ or defences, and marching through 
1 co,cco fpcdlrlcrs, v ho g*>?cd on them with admiration and refpedt, 
lou'-. poficfiion of the fort, in v Inch they found a large quantity of lead 
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tyjr and gun-powder, widi 8 pieces of cannon from 4 to 8 pounders. The 
merchants had, for fecurity, depofited in the fort cffcfls to the value of 
50,000 pounds, but thefc were pundlually reftored to the owners , and 
this judicious generofity conciliated many of the principal inhabitants 
to the Enghfh intereft. The fort was inhabited by 3 or 4000 perfons, 
who, at their own requeft, were permitted to remain in their dwellings 

Captain Clive made it his firft care to collcdt fuch provifions and ma- 
terials as might enable him to fuftain a fiege , and knowing that the 
enemy would foon recover from their fright, and return into the tow n, if 
he confined himfelf to the fort, determined to go m quell of them and 
on the 4th of September marched out with the greateft part of his men 
and four field pieces : m the afternoon hedifeovered the fugitive gar- 
rifon, confiding of 600 liorfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timary, a 
fort fituated 6 miles fouthweft of the city They had a field piece, 
managed by two or three Europeans, from which they fired at a great 
didance, and killed a camel and wounded a Sepoy but as loon as they 
faw the Englifh within mulket Ihot, retreated to die hills m dieir rear, 
upon which the Englifh returned to the fort. 

The troops marched out again on the 6lh, and fpund the enemy 
drawrn up within gun-fhot of Timary in a grove, mclofcd with a bank 
and a ditch , about 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fur- 
rounded likewife with a bank much higher dian that of the grove , but by 
age and negledt the tank itfelf was almod choaked up and dry Their 
number now appeared to be 2000, and they had two field pieces, which 
fired ftnartly as the Englidi advanced, and killed three Europeans , on 
which accident the line advanced more bnfkly towards the enemy, who 
frightened by the vivacity of their approach, did not think thcmfelves 
fafe in the grove, but hurried with precipitation into the tank, and be- 
gan to fire from the banks, expofing fo little of their bodies that die 
Englifh fire did no execution, amongft them, whilft theirs wounded fc- 
veral of the Europeans and Sepoys The troops were therefore ordered 
to move behind fome neighbouring buddings, from which enfign Glafs 
was foon after detached with a platoon of 40 men, to attack one fide 
of die tank, whilft another, under the command of lieutenant Bulkley, 
puflied to attack the enemy in front Both gained the banks and gave 
3 their 
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, the abfence of To great a part of thcgamfon, would encourage the inha- 
bitants to rife , and in this confidence, their whole force, horfc and 
foot,' advanced as foon as it was dark, and furrounded the fort. Their 
.mufketry, "from the adjacent houfes, kept a continual fire upon the 
ramparts , and tins attack producing no effett, a large body of horfc 
and foot advanced promifeuoufly to the principal gate, endeavouring 
by outcries, and the node of their military mufic, to confound the atten- 
tion of the garrifbn, from whom they fuflamcd fevcral difeharges of 
mufketry without quitting their ground At lift fome grenades were 
thrown amongft them, the cxplofion of which frightening the horfes, 
flung their cavalry' into fuch confufion that they galloped away, trampling 
over the foot . but within an hour they recovered their fpiritr, and made 
luch another attack at the other gate, where they were received and beat 
off as at the firft Their infantry continued their fire unul day-break, 
'when the Engldli detachments, with the convoy, entered the town, upon 
■which they abandoned it with precipitation The inhabitants in the fort, 

fatisfied with the treatment they had received from the garrdon, be- 
trayed no fymptoms of mfurre&ion during the attack 

The acguifition of the fort of Arcot foon produced the effedt which 
had been expedted from it Chunda-faheb detached 4000 of his beft 
troops, horfe and foot, from Tntchanopoly, who in their rout were join- 
ed by his fon Raja-faheb, with 1 50 Europeans from Pondicherry, 
and together with the troops already collcdted in the neighbourhood of 
Arcot, entered the city on the 23d of September, and Ra,a-fahcb fixed 
his head-quarters m the palace of the Nabob. 

Captain Clive finding himfelf on the point of being elofely befieged, 
determined to make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out of the. 
town, which, if it did not fucceed, might at lead produce the good 
effedt of impreffing them with an opinion of the courage of his men 
On the 24th at noon, the greateft part of the garnfon, with the four 
field pieces, fallied out of die northweft gate this faced a ftreet, which, 
after continuing about feventy yards in a diredt hne to the north, 
turned off to the eaft, and formed another ftreet, at the end of which 
on the left hand was fituated the Nabob’s palace. This fronted another 
tftreet, which flanking to the fouth, continued on the caftem fide of the 
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fort The fquirc interval between thefe three ft rccts and the northern 
w.Ml of the fort u is filled v ith buildings and inclofurcs Captain Clive 
intending to place the cncni) between two fire*, ordered a platoon un- 
der the command of enfign Ghft to march up the ftrcct on the caftcrn 
fide of the fort, which led up to the pdacc, and advanced himfelf with 
the nr in bolv along the north ftrcct The French troop*, with four 
field p ice , were drawn tip at the end of the crofs ftrcct in front of the 
pal ice. Captain Clives ptrtj no looncr came in fight of them than a 
hot cannonade enfued m the croft ftrcct, at the diftana. of only 30 yards. 
The French in a few minute', were driven from their guns, and ran’ 
into the pMacc , but bv this tunc the troops of RrjVfahcb had taken pof- 
fcfiion of -’ll the houfes in the ftrcct, and (ecu re under this cover, kept up> 
a continual fire from their muficctry w ith fuch good atra, that 1 4 men, who 
pufiicd to bring avvaj the French guns were all either killed or wounded. 
1 here was cn one fide of the ftrcct a large choultry : thefe arc buildings 
intended for the reception of travellers, covered and inclofcd on three fidcs 
\v ith w alls, but open in front, w here, inftcid of a w all, the roof is fupported 
In pillars Captain Clive, to preferve his men, rtlmquifhcd die inten- 
tion of bringing ofif the cncmj’s cannon, and ordered them to enter 
the chouhrv , from lienee the -artillery men ftcppmg out and retreating 
into it immediately after dicy had performed the ferviccs allotted to each, 
of them, continued to load and fire their field pieces until dicy had re- 
coiled into the north ftrcct The troops then quitting the choultry, 
joined their guns and proceeded to the fort widiout meeting any farther 
molcftation Enfign Glafs’s platoon returned at die fame time thefe had. 
encountered, and put to flight 3 or 400 of the enemy’s Sepoys, whom 
they found polled as an advanced guard in an mclolurc adjoining to the 
ftrcct through which they intended to pafsto the palace , where, by this- 
interruption, they were prevented from arriving in time to render the fer- 
vicc expefled from them The garrifon fullered this day the lofs of 1 5 
Europeans, who were either killed on the Ipot, or died afterwands of 
thar wounds , amongft them was lieutenant Trenwith, who perceiving' 
a Sepoy from a window taking aim at captain Clive, pulled him on 
one fide, upon which the Sepoy, changing his aim, Ihot lieutenant 
TrenWith through the body. Lieutenant Revel, the only artilleiy officer,. 

withe 



Book III 


f 

The War of Coromandel. 

with 1 6 other men, was hkewife difablcd. This fally would be 
condemned by die rules of war eftablifhed in Europe, for they for- 
bid the befieged to run fuch a nfque, unlefs they arc allured of greatly 
outnumbering the party they attack, but it is not reafonablc to drain the 
rules calculated for one fyftem to the fen ice of another differing fo 
widely from it, as die modes of war in Indoftan differ from thofc in 
Europe. 

The next day Raja-faheb was joined by 2000 men from Veloor, 
commanded by Mortiz-ally in perfbn , and took poflefiion of all the 
avenues leading to the fort, which feemed little capable of fiiftam- 
ing the impending fiege Its extent was more than a mile in cir- 
cumference The walls were in many places ruinous , die rampart too 
narrow to admit the firing of artillery j the parapet low’ and llightly 
built, feveral of the towers were decayed, and none of them capable 
of receiving more than one piece of cannon j the ditch w as in moft 
places fordable, in others dry, and m fome choaked up: there was 
between the foot of the walls and the ditch a fpaoe about 10 feet 
broad, intended for a faufiebray, but this had no parapet at the fcarp 
of the ditch. The fort had two gates, one to the north-weft, the other 
to the eaft, both of which were large piles of mafoniy projefring 40 
feet beyond the walls, and the pailage from thefe gates w r as, inftead 
of a draw’-bndge, a large caufeway crofting the ditch The gamfbn 
had from their arm al employed themfehes mdefatigably to remote and 
repair as many of thefe inconveniences and defefts as the fmallncfs of 
their numbers could attend to They had endeavoured to bum down 
feveral of the neareft houfes, but without fuccefs , for thefe having no 
wood-work in their conftruchon, excepting the beams which fupported the 
ceiling, relifted the blaze of thefe houfes the enemy’s mfantiy took pof- 
feflion, and began to fire upon the ramparts, and w ounded feveral of the 
garnfon before night, when they retired At midnight, enlign Glafs, 
was fent with 1 o men, and feme barrels of gun-pow der, to blow up 
two of die houfes which moft annoyed the fort This party were let 
dow’n by ropes o\er the W’alls, and entering the houfes without being 
difeovered, made the explofion, but with fo little fkill that it did not 
produce die intended effe£t* at their return the rope, by which en- 
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' fign Glafs was getting into the fort, broke, and he was by the fall ren- 
dered incapable of farther duty , fo that, at the beginning of the liege, 
the g arrifon was deprived of the fcrviceoffour of the eight officers who fet 
out on the expedition , for one was killed, two wounded, and another 
returned to Madrafs , and the troops fit for duty were diminiflied to 120 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys, thefe were belieged by 150 Europeans, iooo 
Sepoys, 3000 cavalry, and 5000 Peans. 

The ftore of provifion m the fort was only fufficient to fupply the garrifon 
fixty days, which rendered it necelTary to fend away all the inhabitants, 
excepting a few artificers, and the enemy permitted them to pafs through 
their guards without moleftation amongft thofe who remained was a 
mafon, who had for many years been employed m the fort , he gave 
information that there was an aquedudt under ground, known to veiy 
few, but which, if difcovered by the enemy, would enable them to dram 
the only refervoir of water m the fort the man was rewarded for this 
feafonable intelligence, and employed to prevent the mifchief, by choak- 
ing up a part of the aqueduft within the walls For 14 days, the enemy, 
not yet furmfhed with battering cannon, carried on the fiege by firing 
from the houfes with mufketry, and a bombardment from four mortars 
The bombardment did little damage, and to avoid the effedt of the muf- 
ketry, none of the garrifon were fiiffered to appear on the ramparts, ex- 
cepting the few immediately neceflary to prevent a furprize , but notwith- 
ftandmg this precaution, feveral were killed, and more wounded for the 
enemy, fecure in the houfes, and firing from reftwg-places, took fuch 
exfcellent aim, that they often hit a man when nothing but his head ap- 
peared above the parapet , and in this manner three feqe'ants were killed, 
who at different times lingly accompanied captain Clive in vifiting the 
works Mortiz-ally, a few days after his arhval, pretended to be dif- 
fatisfied with Raja-faheb, and removed his troops to a different part of 
the city, from whence he fent a meffenger, inviting the garrifon to make 
a fally on the quarters of Raja-faheb, in which he offered to affift them 
with his whole force Capt Chve miftrufled his profeffions, butconfidenng 
the advantage of keeping fuch a numberof the enemy’s troops inadhve, pre- 
tended to approve of the propo&l, and carried on for feveral days a corref- 
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1751 pondencc, until Mortiz-ally, fufpedbnghisfchcme was detected, rejoined 
v ~~~ ; the army 

On die 24th of Oftober, the French troops received from Pondi- 
cherry two 18 pounders, and feven pieces of fmaller calibre, and imme- 
diately opened a battery to the north-weft, which was fo well fcrvcd, 
that their very firft (hot difmounted one of die 18 pounders in the for t, 
and the next entirely difabled it. The gamfon mounted the other 18 
pounder, and this, after a few (hot, was hhcwife demounted: after 
which it was employed only m ftich parts of the fort, where it was 
not expofed to the enemy’s artillery. The three field pieces were like- 
wife cautioully referved to repulfe the enemy when they fhould ftorm ; 
fo that their battery firing without much oppofition, in fix days beat 
down all the wall lying between two towers, and made a practicable breach 
of fifty feet. In the mean tune the gamfon were employed In making 
works to defend ltt a trench was dug juft under the rampart, and be- 
hind (hat at fome diftance another, both of which were (battered with 
crows feet, and behind them the wall of a houfo was pulled down to the 
hejgbth of a breaft-work, from whence a row of pallifadoes was earned 
along on each fide of the two trenches, and continued up the rampart 
to the parapet A field piece was planted on one of the towers 
which flanked the breach without^ and two finall pieces of cannon 
on the flat roof of a houfo within the fort, oppofite to the entrance. 
In thefe employments, as indeed in all others, the officers contri- 
buted their labour equally with the common men j. and the enemy, 
informed of thefe preparations to defend the breach, did not think it 
fafe to attack it before they had made another t they had by this 
time burft one of their 18 pounders, and removed the other, with 
one nine pounder, to a battery which they ereCted to the fouth- 
weft 

The gamfon intending to convince Raja-iabeb that they were in a 
condition to execute even labours not indifpenfibly necefiary, thickened 
the higheft tower of the ramparts, and then railed on the top of it a 
mound of earth to luch a heighth as commanded the palace over the 
interjacent houfes On the top of this mound they hoifted a vaft piece 
of cannon, font, according to the tradition of the fort, from Delhi, 
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In Aurcng-7t.bc, and find to hat c been dnw n by 1000 yoke of oxen. 1751 
There were lc\enl (lone bills belonging to it, cich weighing 72 pounds. ' 

Tile cannon was laid on the mound, and loaded with 30 pounds of 
powder, which was fired b) a train carried to a confidcrablc di (lance on 
the ground The fliot went through the palace, to the no fmall terror 
of Raja-ftlicli and his pnncipal officers , and as this was the only efTedt 
intended, the cannon was fired only once in the day, at the time 
when the officers aflcmblcd at die head-quarters . on the fourth day it 
burft 

The enemy, as if diey intended to retaliate this affront, filled up a 
large houfc which commanded the caflcrn gate with cardi well ramrn’d 
down, and upon this baft. raifed a fquarc mound of earth to fuch a 
hcightli as commanded not only the gate, but likcwife every part within 
the fort : from hence they intended to fire on the rampart with mufketiy 
and tw o fmall pieces of cannon They w ere fufFered to go on with their 
work until thej had complcaicd it, and mounted the cannon, when the 
garrifon began to fire from the referved 18 pounder, and m Icfs than an 
hour die mound gave way and tumbled at onccwidi 50 men ftationcd 
on it, mod of whom were either killed or dtfablcd. 

Kotwithflanding the numbers of die enemy’s guards which furround- 
ed the fort, the garrifon, by means of able fpics, earned on a conflant 
corrcfpondcncc w ldi Madrafs and Fort St. Davjd, where the company’s 
agents were very follicitous to relieve them, and having received fome re- 
cruits froniEurope,formedaparty of rooEuropcans, who with 20oScpoys, 
fet out from Madrafs under die command of lieutenant Innis. They had 
not advanced 30 miles in dieir way to Arcot, when diey were furrounded 
in the tow n of Tnvatorc by 2000 of Raja-faheb’s troops detached with 20 
Europeans and two field pieces from the city. The Englifh party hav- 
ing no cannon, were fo fcvcrcly annoyed by the enemy’s, that lieutenant 
Innis, as the only rcfourcc, made a pufli with all Ins Europeans to drive 
diem from their guns The attempt fuccccdcd, but not without a (harp 
conteft, in which 20 of the Englifh and two of their officers were fulled, 
and a greater number wounded This lofs deterred the reft from continuing 
dieir march, and they retreated to Ponomaley, a fort belonging to the 
■company 15 miles weft of Madrafs. 

C c 2 


On 



Book m 


196 The War of Coromandel. 

1751. On the 24th of Odtober the enemy opened their batteiy to the fouth- 
weft the part of the wall againft which they directed their fire was in s 
very ruinous condition, but it had the advantage of being much lefs cvpofed 
than any other to the fire from the houfes The garrifon therefore kept 
up a conftant fire of mufketry againft the batter}', and feveral times 
drove the enemy out of it, but the breach notwithftanding xncrcafed 
every day 

The retreat of lieutenant Innis left the garrifon little hopes of 
fuccour from the fettlements, but at this time their fpints w’ere nufed 
by the hopes of other refourecs A body of 6000 Morattocs, un- 
der the command of Moran-row, had lam for lbme time encamped 
at the foot of the weftern mountains, about 30 miles from Arcot they 
had been lured to aflift Mahomed-ally by die king of Myfore , but the 
retreat of the Englifh, and the Nabob's troops to Tntchanopoly, had 
been reprefented in the neighbouring countries fo much to their prejudice, 
that the Nabob’s affairs were thought to be defperate, and his allies 
were fufpedted of having little intention to fupport him, and from this per- 
fuafion the Morattocs remained inadhve Captain Clive had found means 
to fend a meffenger to inform them of his fituation, and to requeft their 
approach to his relief, the meffenger returning fafely to the fort, 
brought a letter from Morari-row r , m which he faid that he would not 
delay a moment to fend a detachment of his troops to the affiftancc of 
fuch brave men as die defenders of Arcot, whole behaviour had now 
firft convinced him that the Enghlh could fight 

Raja-faheb receiving intelligence of their intentions, font a flag of truce 
on the 30th of Odtober, with propofals for the furrender of the fort 
He offered honourable terms to the garrifon, and a large fum of money 
to captain Clive , and if his offers were not accepted, he direatened to 
ftorm the fort immediately, and put every man to the fword 

Captain Clive, m his anfwer, refledhng on the badnefs of Chunda- 
faheb’s caufo^ treated Raja- faheb’s offers of money with contempt, and laid, 
that he had too good an opinion of his prudence to believe that he 
would attempt to ftoim, until he had got better foldiers than die 
rabble of which his army was compofed. As foon as the meffenger 
1 was 
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\\n< difpuJied, tlu flig of truce was pulled down , but the enemy not 
unckrrt Hiding the rule- of Europcm w ar, numbers of them remained 
near the ditch jv»rk,ing with tlic Sepov-, and pcrfuidmg them to defert 
The croud vis focril times warned to retire, but continuing to dif- 
regarJ the mjunflnn, were dtlpcrfcd b> a \olky of final l arms, which 
killed ilv cril of them 

L’cutcnint Jnii**'- parts, reinforced to the number of 150 Europeans, 
and w th fi-ur field pieces, wis now advancing under the command of 
Capt. Kirkpair.ch , and on the 9th of November a detachment of Morat- 
toes aimed in the neighbourhood, •wd intercepted lomc ammunition going 
tothccnum Thev likcwifi, attempted to enter die town , bijt finding 
even, tlrcet •’iid avenue bairicaded, the) contented themfehes with plun- 
dering rnd fetiing fire to foinc houfes m the fkirts of it, after which they 
retreated. 

B\ this time the cnem) had, from their battciy to the fouth-weft, 
made ah-each much larger than that to the north-weft, for it extended 
n^r 50 \ ards , but the ditch before it w as full of vvtcr, and not fordable . 
*>nd the gimfbn lrd coun'crworkcd tins breach with the fame kinds of 
dcknccs ->s the other 

R'’ ) a-f’hcb, evafperated by the anfwcr he hid received to his fum- 
mo’’=, rnd alarmed by the "ppnrch of the Morattoes, and the detach- 
ment from Madraf-, determined to ftorm the fort In the evening a 
fp ; brought nitJhgcncc of this to the gamfon, and at midnight another 
with a particular account of all the enemy's dtfpofitions, and of the 
hour of attack, which v as to begin at the dawn of day by the fignal of 
three bombs Captain Clive, almoft exhaufted with fatigue, laid down 
to fleep, ordering himfclfto be awakened at the firft alarm 

It was the 14th of November, and the feftival which comme- 
morates the murder of the brothers Haficin and Jaflem happened to fall 
out at this time This is celebrated by the Mahomedans of Indoftan 
with a kind of religious madnefs, fomc adhng and others bewailing 
the cataflrophc of their faints with fo much energy, that fcvcral die of the 
exetfils they commit: they arc likcwifc perfuaded, that who- 
ever falls in battle, againft unbelievers, during any of the days of 
this ceremony, fiiall inftantly be tranflated into the higher paradife, 
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without flopping at any of the intermediate purgatories. To the enthu- 
fiafin of fuperihtion was added the more certain efficacy of inebriation 
for moft of the troops, as is cuftomary during the agitations of this fcfti- 
val, had eaten plentifully of bang, a plant which either ftupifics or 
excites the moft delperate excefles of rage Thus prepared, as 
foon as the morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb advanced to the 
attack. Befides a multitude that came with ladders to every part of 
the walls that were acccffible, there appeared four principal divifions. 
Two of the divifions advanced to the two gates, and flic other two were 
allotted to the breaches 

Captain Clive awakened by the alarm, found his garrilon at their 
pofts, according to the difpofibons he had made The parties who 
attacked the gates drove before them fcveral elephants, who, with large 
plates of iron fixed to their foreheads, were intended to break them 
down , but the elephants, wounded by the mulketty, foon turned, and 
trampled on thofe who efcorted them The ditch before the breach to 
the north-weft was fordable , and as many as the breach would admit, 
mounted it with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilft numbers came and 
fat down with great compofurc m the faufle-braye under the tower where 
the field piece was planted, and waited here to relieve thofe who were 
employed in the attack thefe paffed the breach, and fome of them 
•even got over the firft trench before the defenders gave fire , it fell 
heavily, and every lhot did execution • and a number of mulkets were 
loaded in readinefs, which thole behind delivered to the firft rank as faft 
as they could difcharge them The two pieces of cannon from the top 
of the houfe fired likewife on die affailants, who in a few minutes 
abandoned the attack, when another body, and then another fucceed- 
ed, who were driven off in the fame manner: m the mean time mor- 
tars, with ihort fulees, which had been prepared and lodged on the ad- 
jacent rampart were thrown into the faufie-braye, and by their explofion 
drove the crowd, who had feated themfelves there, back again over the 
ditch At the breach to the fouth-weft the enemy brought a raft, and 
feventy men embarked on it to crofs the ditch, which was flanked 
by two field pieces, one in each tower* the raft had almoft gained 
the fauffe-braye, when captain 'Clive obfemng that the gunners fired 
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with bad aim, took the management of one of the field pieces himfelf, 
and in three or four difcharges ftruck down twenty men, which flung the 
reft into fuch confufion that they overfet the raft, and tumbled into the 
ditch , where fome of them were drowned, and the reft, intent only 
on their own prefervation, fwam back and left the raft behind. 

In thefe different attacks the enemy conunued the ftorm for an hour, 
when they rehnquiflied all their attempts of annoyance at once, and 
employed themfelves earneftly m carrying off their dead. Amongft thefe 
was the commander of their Sepoys, who fell in the fauffe-braye of 
the northern breach . he had diftinguifhed himielf with great bravery 
in the attack, and was fo much beloved by his troops, that one of 
them eroded the- ditch and carried off his body, expofing himfe lf 
during the attempt to the fire of 40 mulkets, from which he had the 
good fortune to efcape. It feemed as if the enemy expected that the 
garrifon would permit them to fulfil this duty to their friends, but 
finding that they fuffered feverely in attempting it, they at laft retreated 
and difappeared Their lofs during the ftorm was computed to be not 
I'efs than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few were Europe- 
ans, for moft of the French troops were obferved drawn up and looking on 
at a diftance Of the defenders, only four Europeans were killed and two 
Sepoys wounded. Many of the garrifon being difabled by ficknels or 
wounds, the number which repulfed the ftorm was no more than 80 Eu- 
ropeans, officers included, and 120 Sepoys, and thefe, befides fervmg 
five pieces of cannon, fired 12000 mufket cartridges during the attack. 

Two hours after the enemy renewed their fire upon the fort,, both, 
with their cannon and with musketry from the houfes . at two in the 
afternoon they demanded leave to bury their dead, which was granted, 
and a truce allowed until four . they then recommenced and continued 
their fire fmartly till two m the morning, when on a fudden it ceafed 
totally , and at day-break, intelligence was brought that the whole 
army had abandoned the town with precipitation On receiving 
this joyful news, the garrifon immediately marched into the enemy s 
quarters, where they found four pieces of artilleiy, four mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition, which they brought m triumph into 
the foit. During the time that the garrifon were fliut up in the fort,. 

45 
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1751 45 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
— * — 'both wounded, moftof whom fuffered by the enemy’s musketry fioin 
the houfes 

Thus ended this fiege, maintained 50 days, under ever)’ difadvantage 
of fituation and force, by a handful of men m tlicir firft campaign, with 
a fpintworthy of the mod veteran troops , and conduced by their young 
commander with indefatigable adhvity, unlhakcn conftancy, and un- 
daunted courage and notwithftandmg he had at this time neither read 
books, or convcrftd with men capable of giving him much mftruChon 
m the military art, all thercfourccs which lie employed in the defence 
of Arcot, were fuch as me dictated by tl>c bed mailers in the fcicncc 
of war. 

In the evening the detachment with captain Kirkpatrick entered the 
town, which the army of Raja-faheb no fooncr quitted than all the 
troops, fent to lus afllftancc by different chiefs, retui ned to their homes, 
and there lcmamed with him only thofc which had been detached by lus 
fathei from Tntchanopoly With tilde and the Trench he retired to Vc- 
loor, and pitching his camp clofc to the caftcrn fide of the tow n, fortified 
it with ftrong entrenchments Captain Clive leaving captain Kirk- 
patrick with a garnfon m the fort, took the field on the 19th of No- 
vember, with jzoo Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three field pieces, 
and marched to Timary, which the governor now furrcndcrcd on the 
firft fummons * a fmall garnfon was left in- this place, and the army re- 
turned and encamped near the weftern fide of the city, w uting to be 
joined by the Morattoes Of thefe, 5000 horfc, with Moran-row at 
their head, had proceeded to the fouthward, and 1000 under the com- 
mand of Bofin-row, a nephew of Moran-row, remained to affift cap- 
tain Clive , but they, inftead of joining him immcdntcly, employed them- 
felves fome days in plundering the country As they lay encamped with 
great negligence within a ftiort march of Veloor, the French troops with 
Raja-faheb attacked them with fuccefs in the night, killed 40 or 50 of 
their horfes, and plundered their camp After this defeat they came to the 
Englifli camp, and intreated captain Chvc to march to the place where 
they had fuffered, m hopes of recovering their lofs Their requeft was 
complied with to keep them in temper, but nothing was recovered, for the 

enemy 
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f vi .* cr h - a* VI.* cc, a* i the l.***'lult n«td* r >l v ith ut linn , l tu heu- 
h*.* thr* t’** r.c* .!» pat; Jud trfc.tc i to Chimp*-., returned to their 
ft.! a **c‘» .V* • I wo c* tlitre <’.v,t attc', Ra,*.f*hth rjmt'ed his 
c *.*?•**:* :*t—r v.rArV", a-rt n the ri,*) t, unde a forced mirth to 
A**. ", *vl r't he vat 'V'cd h the j *n\ from Chittip^t. Tlic Morit- 
tei*- r iVil ee ti'vte* ti lAdhng ti see r.pim the f.tvhih m queft of the 
ere r.. , let, 1 r**V* ft *i thcr ip •**, that the r reinforcement hid 
1 a hr*r ti**i < .n for Ra.i-fahch, Uifm-row exprefled 

?i eh cat** e* to r *a eh agamft him a* he h*d hitherto (lieu n 
re* A* cc. ' 1 ‘he t*<v, - m'*n?h*tcK tr.mcd, hut the Morittoc was 
: "• rh'c ti rt’cnd'le tr*' c th-*n fico of hr hcmcmcn, the reft Icing 
empl'-.cd 1 1 the • u*Vl exit* fie.?. The next iftcrrcon, by * forced 
m vh t J ?t n* V, the **mj c'» c in fight of the cncm), juft a< the) 
we r r-eparmj tocr f th.r me: wh.ch nn f to the ro-th of Arnie, who 
c ‘cc* tiagtd lw the tups* pits of the*r force, which confided of 300 
I* rep-em, eocolfc, at d 2$cz $c|<\s, with four f eld pieces, int- 
rccdutely fi. med, ~rd teturred to meet them Opt-un Clue halted to 
rtce..c them 1 r an **<3 v antaycr'i jvft the Mcnttoc' were ft-moned in a 
g-o.c of palm tree- to the left, the bepovs in i village to the right , and 
tl'cRr't’pean', with the field piece, in the center, in an open ground, 
vlvchcuen iod ■’bnc* three hundred ) tJs between thegroveand thevd- 
1 j"c, in the from were r.cc fields w Inch at this time of the) car were scry 
f vmpv, and the approach of the enemy’s cannon would lntc been im- 
practicable, l.’d there no* been a caufcA ay leading to the village on the 
right T he Trench troop;, with about 1 500 Scpo)s, and their artillery, 
m-rdicd .along the cufcway, and the horfc, amongfl which the reft of 
the c ep)) r were intcrfprrfcd, moted in a feparate body to the left, and 
rttad cd* the Mor>trocs in the grove fomc time before the other tving 
u .1; engiged any other w t) than by cannonading at a diftance The 

D d Morattccs 
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17^1. Morattocs fought in ft tmnnci peculiar to themfahes ‘ their cavalry 
v ~~ l were at meil with fibre 1 :, and c\er\ horfonan was clofely accompanied 
bv *• man on foot, armed unit a fword and a large club, and fame in- 
rtf’d of a club earned a fliort llrong fpear if a horfe v a*" killed and the 
rider remained unhvut, he immcdiatth began to afl on foot* and if the 
rider fall, and the horfe cfcap^d, ho «*•« tmmcdfotely mounted, and 
prefled on ig.1111 to the clnrge by the firft footman who could fri'c him. 
Noiw ithfiandtng the difference of number-, and the .adtant' , gc of the 
enemy s diJjxjfition, they helmed with grc n t fprit, and tn.idr fne fuc- 
cefllvc charges, in cicrv one of which they were tepulfcd b, the fire of 
the cncmv’s Sepoy*. In the mem time the other wing ad\ viced to. \ info 
the ullage, and found their line of march along tit- cmfnij fo much 
galled and mfiladcd by thcEnghfli field piece:, that all but the artdlcn- 
mcn, with the cannon and two or three platoons to fupport them, quitted 
thccaufcway and formed in the nee field* an extenfive front, which reach- 
ed almoft to the groxc, where their cavalry wa* engaged, who imagined 
that this motion was made to reinforce them Upon thtschingc in their 
difpofition, two field pieces were fant to fupport the Morattocs, and 
the Sepoys, with two platoons of Europeans, were ordered to fally from 
the village and attack the enemy’s artillery. This unexpected motion ter- 
rified thofe who remained to defend the cannon, fo much that they imme- 
diately began to draw them off and retreat Their example w as follow- 

ed by the Sepoys in the nee field*, and the retreat of thefe immediately 
difpmted the horfe and foot fighting at the grot c, who had fuff! red 
from the two field pieces, and this whole wing gave way and retreated 
hkcwifc, purfued by the Morattocs Capt Clive, with Ins infantry' and field 
pieces, advanced along the caufcway in puifuitofthc enemy, who nv’dc -i 
ftand at three different choultrcys in their rout, but w’crc beat out of each 
of them, when night coming on, the purfuit ccafed. About 50 of 
the French, and 150 of the enemy’s cavalry and Sepoys w'crc cither 
killed or wounded m the aft ion. The Enghfli loft no European, and 
only eight Sepoys , but of the Morattocs about fifty were either killed or 
difablcd 

Raja-faheb continuing lus retreat, croficd the mcr, and entered the 

town of Armc . which at midnight they quitted in great diforder, in- 
tending 
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tending to make the bed of their way to Gmgee, and the next morning 1751 
the Enghfli entered the town, m which they found many tents, and a * — 
large quantity of baggage. The Morattoes fet out in purfuit of the 
cnctny, and, before night, returned with 400 horfes, and Raja- 
faheb’s military chcft, m which they found 100,000 rupees A 
great number of the enemy’s Sepoys came and ottered their 
fcrvicc to captain Clive, who inhftcd as many as brought good 
arms, and thefe amounted to 600. Receiving intelligence from them, 
that Rpja-fahcb had dtpofited lbmc Valuable eftefts in the fort of 
Arnic, he fummoned the governor to deliver them up, together with 
his fort After fotnc altercations, the man fent out an elephant 
and 1 5 horfes, with a great quantity of baggage, and agreed to take 
the oath of fealty to Mahomcd-ally, but refufed to furrender his ‘fort, 
which the army, having no battering cannon, was Hot in a condition 
to attack. 

The French, during the liege of Arcot, had again taken pofleffion 
of the great pagoda of Conjevaram, and placed in it a garnfon of 
30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, who from hence interrupted the com- 
munication between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprizcd a party 
of difabled men, returning from the liege. Amongft thefe were 
the officers Revel and Glals, to whom the French gave quarter after 
they had murdered five or fix Europeans as they lay in their litters with- 
out arms, and incapable of making refiftanec. Captain Clive de- 
termined to avail himfelf of the difperfion of Raja-faheb’s forces to reduce 
Conjevaram . and two or three days after his vidtory, marched thither at 
the head of his own force for Bafin-row, in obedience to orders which 
he had received from his uncle, proceeded wtih the Morattoes from 
Arnie to Tntchanopoly. The French officer at Conjevaram was fum- 
moned to fin render , and none of the garnfon underftandmg the Eng- 
lifli language, he oidered lus pnfoners, Revel and Glafs, to write a 
letter, and, acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe them 
on the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, but, 
added, that they hoped no regard to their fafety would induce him, 
to difcontmue his operations agamft the place The army waited feme; 
days for two 18 pounders, which were coming from Madrafs, and, 

Dd 2 as 

1 



The War of Coromandel. 


Book nr. 


r as foon as they arrived began to batter in breach at the diftance of 
200 yards * die enemy had no cannon, but fired veiy fmardy with* 
their mufketry, which killed feveral men at the battery, and lieutenant 
Bulkley, reconnoitering the pagoda over a garden-wall m company with 
captain Clive, was iliot through die head clofe by his fide. The walls* 
refilled three days before a breach began to appear, when the gamlbn, 
confoious of their demerits, and dreading the juft refentment- of the 
Englifli, abandoned- the pagoda in the night, but left behind the two 
pnfoners After ruining the defences of Conjevaram, captain Clive 
fent 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Arcot, and returned in the- 
middle of December widi the reft to Madrafs, from whence he went 
to Fort St David, to give an account of his campaign to the pre— 
fidency 

During tbefe foccefles in the province of Arcot,. Chunda-faheb < 
beleaguered Tntchanopoly The French battalion fixed their quar- 
ters at a village called Chuckley-pollam, on the fouthern bank- of the* 
Caveri, about two miles and a half from the eaft fide of the town. 
The tioops of Chunda-faheb, for the convenience of water, cncamped- 
Iikewife along the bank of the river, and to the eaftward of Chuckley- 
pollam, which poft fecured one of the flanks of their camp, and at the 
other extremity of it, three miles diftant, they railed a redoubt, on which 
they mounted two pieces of cannon The French, on whom the ope- 
rations of the fiege principally depended, fent to their fettlement of Ka- 
ncal for a train of battering artilleiy, and in the beginning of September' 
they raifed their principal battery a little to the fouth of the north-eaft' 
angle of the town, and at the diftance of 1200 yards from die walls- 
To fave the fatigue of carrying on trenches between this poft and the 
camp, they afterwards made the batteiy a-regular redoubt, by inclofing 
it on both flanks and in the rear with- a parapet and a deep ditch , here 
they mounted three 1 8 pounders, and three mortars, which were defend- 
ed by a conftant guard of 100 Europeans and 400 Sepoys. They like- 
Vyife mounted two 1 8 pounders on a rock, which has ever fince obtain- 
ed the name of the French rock, and is fituated about 2000 yards direct- 
ly eaft from the fouth-eaft angle of the town , they alfo raifed a batteiy 
®f two guns on the ifland of Senngham, from which they fired acrofs 

the 
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t:»c Given -t the no. them gate of the cit), to tntcirupt the com- 
munication o! the inhabitants with the rncr, thclc gnus, as well 
es tho'c on the Trench rock, were at too grett a dill wee to make 
an\ iniprcluo i on the v» ills Hv theft. works alone they hoped to 
redvue the city , the mfutliucncv cf them Icon raifcd in the Englifh 
h'.tt ') on t cs.atemp: of thetr courage and military abilities, and it was 
now that they began to be nrtrmcd of hum*’ retreated before fuch an 
enctnj anj judging, a^ nliul, from events, to blame their commander 
Jo- an c.\cd’s of caution in his retreat, of which their own pamcks had 
been the principal cuifc. for captain Gingen was undoubtedly a man 
of courage, and had feen much fen tee in Europe , but having had no 
cApcPcncc againrt an Indian *inn\, fell into the error of imagining that 
the ca\ 'In* of Chunda-fahch would aft with all the Mgour of which 
tlicr number end appearance teemed capable. Ihs prudence, if nn- 
p*t>gcr before, lxeci me •’bfblutcly neceflary now, as the Trench had 
taken poffcfiio a of pods in which they could do no harm to the town, 
but from winch they could not be dmen without great lofs* he there- 
fore determined to prefen c Ins men, whiMl the enemy fatigued their 
troops and c\h*uflcd their ammunition to no purpofc: and in this in- 
tention I cpt the greated part of the battalion and Sepoys encamped clofc 
to the wedern fide of die town, where they were out of the reach of 
an no} a net 

To face that part of the wall againd which the enemy’s principal * 
truer, fued, a. glacis w ->$ raifcd to fuch a height as left nothing but the 
parapet c A pofcd , and the grenadiers, commanded by captain Dalton, 
were ported behind this glacis . an entrenchment was flung up between 
the Trench reek and the fouth-cad angle of the tow f n, in which the 
company of Codies were ported, to protcdl from furprizcs the Nabob’s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth ; and to oppofc the enemy’s battciy in 
the irtand, two guns were mounted clofc to the foutlicm bank of tho 
river 

To infiladc thefe, the French mounted two guns on the fame fide of 
the river, but were one night driven from this pod by captain Dalton* 
tbey, a few days after, furprized die Englifh entrenchment oppofitc 
te die French rock, and earned off the captain and nine Coffres , and 

thefe 
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1 751 thefe two were tlie only enterpnzes made on cither fide during the month 
of October The enemy’s batteries indeed fired conftandy and finartly 
every day, and damaged fome houfes, but made no impreffion on the 
defences of die town , they fopplicd the defenders with a great 
number of cannon-balls, all of which had the Englilh mark, being the 
fame that the flups had fired agamft Pondicherry, with as little effedt as 
they were now thrown away agamft Tritchanopoly. 

' But although little was to be feared from the efforts of an enemy who 
teemed ignorant of the firft principles of a regular attack, yet every 
thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the Nabob was 
reduced. His troops threatened to dclert the e\penccs of the Englifh 
battalion, which ufed to be furnifhcd from his treafury, began to be 
defrayed by that of Fort St Daud, and he had no rcalbn to believe that 
they would continue to fuppOrt him any longer than there was a 
probability of extricating him out of his diftreffes , and thefe he forefaw 
would increafe every day, unlcfs he could obtain an arriiy equal to that 
of Chunda-faheb, wliofe fupenority had hitherto deterred the Englilh 
troops from making any vigorous efforts. 

The otily prince in the pcninfula from wliofe fituatioh, power, and 
inclination, the Nabob could expedt the affiftance which he flood fo 
much in need of, was the king of Myfore The territory of this In- 
dian prince is bounded to the eaft by die fouthern part of the Carnatic, 
and the kingdom of Tritchanopoly , and to die weft it extends, in fome 
parts, within 30 miles of the fea-coaft of Malabar His annual revenue 

is computed at 20,000000 of rupees , and the whole nation bore a mor- 
tal hatred to Chunda-faheb, who, during the time that he governed 
Tritchanopoly, formed a defign of conquering the country, and befieged 
for feveral months Carour, the ftrougeft df their frontier towns to the 
eafhvard The king of Myfore being an rnfarit, the government was ad- 
mimftered by his uncle, who adted with unlimited power . to this regent, 
called in the country, the Dallaway of Myfore, Mahomed-ally applied for 
affiftance; and finding diat the dread of Cliunda-faheb’s fucceftes was 
not alone a fufhciCnt motive to induce him to take up arms, he agreed to 
all the tetms which the Myforean demanded, and tliefo were very ex- 
orbitant The Nabob ratified the treaty by his oath, and the Dal- 
laway 
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Hway ft’t about afnftmg him with efficacy In eonfcqucncc of this nc- 175 r 
gocntion, a pail} of 70 Iiorfcmcn armed it Tritchanopoly in the be- ' — 
ginning of October from Senngapatnam, the capital of Myforc They 
b-ought file hundred thoufand rupees * great rclpcdt was fiicwn to their 
officer, and the dry after his> arrival a fkirmifli happened, which* 
though inconfidcrablc, gave him a favourable opinion of the Nabob’6 
European allies A platoon, with t« o or three companies of Sepoys, were 
lent to cut dov/n wood at a grove lituntcd about a mile and a half fouth- 
caft from die city The enemy having intelligence of this detachment, 
lent a large bod} of cav aliy to cut off their retreat • their march being dif- 
covered from the rock in die city, the grenadiers, with fomc Sepoys, and 
one field piece, were lent to fiipport the fir ft party, and the troop of Myfo- 
- rcans accompanied diem. Captain D dton meeting the wood-carts loaded, 
ordered them to proceed to the town by a diftant road,and forming the two 
parties into one column, with the field piece in front, marched towards 
the enemy, mftcad of returning dtrc&ly to the city He firft met the 
Trench dragoons, who halted on a fmall eminence to reconnoitre, and 
waited there until the} received the fire of a platoon, on which they retreat- 
ed to bring up the body of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, who remained at 
lomc diftancc in the rear Thc/c came up lomc time after at full ipeed, 
fiounlhing their fvvords, and made a halt within point blank /hot, 
to draw the fire of tl-c Fnghfb troops before they charged, but cap- 
tain D-d ton ordered his tii to piefcrvc it, and wait with fixed bayo- 
nets in clofc order. T tie field piece alone was fired, and the firft 
£hot demounted three ? loots and a few more difeharges put the 
whole body to flight. They left 22 horfes killed on die plain, and the 
M}forcans took five pnfot <-rs together with dieir horfes, which at their 
return, a few da} s after, tl cy earned in. a kind of triumph to their own 
country 

The French continued to bombard the town without any change in 
their pofition , and in the latter end of November the king of Myfore’s 
army began to affembk r* Cirour, fituated about 50 miles from Tntcha- 
nopoly, and clofe to the bank of the Coleroon , he likewife took into 
his pay 6000 Morattoes, under the command of Morari-rovv, often 
mentioned in this hiftory . 1000 of them were fent to fecond the efforts 
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1751. of captain Clive in the Arcot province , and m the beginning of Decem- 
ber, 500 under the command of Innis-Khan, a brave and a£hve officer, 
came to Tritchanopoly The day after their arrival, they went boldly 
to reconnoitre the plain, where none of the Nabob’s difpinted cavaliy 
had ever ventured to fliew themfelves, and finding a finall detached 
,camp of about 200 horfe, which had lam four months unmolefted near 
the Trench rock > they rode into it fword in hand, and brought off eveiy 
ihing they found with the greateft compofure, fhewing no fear at 
the fwarms of Chunda-faheb’s cat airy, who mounted and marched to- 
wards them from their great camp. 

After this exploit, die Morattoes went out feveral days fuc- 
ccffively to reconnoitre j and Innis-Khan having obferved that the 
French dragocns were much more alert than any of Chunda-fa- 
heb’s cavalry, mounting and advancing on every alarm, he .form- 
ed the defign of drawing them into an ambufcade, and having 
communicated his plan to captain Gingen, a party of Europeans, 
widi two field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a 
large and deep water-courfe, which runs acrois the plain to the 
fouth of the city, concealed themfelves in it, within 400 yards of 
the French rock, and at the fame time Innis Khan, widi 300 horfo- 
men, marched out from his encampment on the" weft fide of the 
town The furface of the plain round Tritchanopoly is very uneven, 
and full of hollow ways The Morattoe taking a large circuit, placed 
his men in a hollow, where, when demounted, they could not be per- 
ceived either from the French rock or that m the city Every 
thing remained quiet m both -camps until neon, when 40 Morattoes, 
mounted on the bell horfes, fet out from the camp, and keeping out of 
cannon-fliot of the French rock, proceeded to the eaftward of it, and 
then galloped fword in hand diredtly to the enemy’s camp, where they 
made no fmall hurry and confufion, either cutting down or driving all 
die foragers they met quite up to the tents This provoking the French, 
60 dragoons fallied, and were followed flowly by 400 of Chunda-faheb’s 
cavalry The Morattoes retreated flowly before them, halting as they 
halted, but always keeping at the diftance of mufket-fhot from them : 
and in this manner they led the enemy as far as the French rock, when 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pifchard, a bn\ c officer, cxnfpcrntcd at tlic repeated defiances of fitch 
a handful of men, formed his. troop, and leaving the Moorifh cavalry, 
let out in purfrnt of them at full fpeed They now flew before the dra- 
goons, until they had led them mfcnfibly out of the reach of the French 
artillery on the rock, and beyond their own party in ambufeade , when 
thefc mounting in an mftant, falhcd from the hollow way, and charged 
die dragoons impetuoufly m the rear, wlulft the flying party wheeling, 
attacked them tv ith equal fury in front The adlion v'as over in an 
mftant, the French had only time to dilchargc a few piftols, and were 
all cut to pieces, excepting io, who had not been able to keep up 
with the reft The detachment of Chunda-fahib’s cavalry, cither from 
cowardice, or fufpicion of the ftratagem, never ftirred from the rock, 
but the officer who commanded in that port detached t oo men to fuccour 
his unfortunate friends Lieutenant Trufler pofted m the entrench- 
ment oppofitc the rock, feeing them march, and not knowing the fuc- 
ccfs of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company of 
Coftrccs to oblige the party to return, who finding all loft on the plain, 
haftened back and laved the rock, which Trufler was on the point of 
cam ing The fuccefs of this ambufeade difpintcd the enemy fo much, 
that they fuffered their dead to lay on the plain without venturing out 
to bury them , and when, two days after, the Englifli went to per- 
form tins charitable office, they found the bodies devoured by the 
jackals 

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were fo much elevated, and 
conceived lb defpicablc an opinion of the enemy, that they preffed their 
allies to march out and offer them battle promifing, that if the Enghfli 
battalion would engage the French, they would take care that it fliould 
not be in the leaft incommoded by Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, although 
thefe were 12,000, and they themfelves only 500- The reafonable ob- 
jeftions made to this hardy propofal fatisfied them, until the arrival of Ba- 
fin-row with his body of 1000 men from the Arcot country , when think- 
ing that this reinforcement rendered them a full match for the enemy, they 
afpired at the glory of fimfhmg the war themfelves, and became more and 
more follicitous for a general engagement, in which they pronufed to 
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1751 charge the French battalion on both flanks : finding that the Englifh 
, ftill declined to put any thing to a nfque until the arrival of the Myfore 
army, and of a reinforcement expelled from Fort St David , they did 
not fcruple to tell them, that they were not the fame kind of men as 
thole they had feen fighting fo gallantly under captain Clive. 

In the mean time the army of Myfore, with 4000 Morattoes under 
Moran-row, had alfembled on the frontier of Carour , and the regent, 
after many delays, at laft yielded to the prefiing follicitations of the Na- 
bob, and prepared to march to Tntchanopoly , when the enemy having 
intelligence of his intention, ventured to detach a ftrong party of Eu- 
ropeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of Kiftnavaram, fituated 30 
miles to the weft of the city m the high road to Myfore. they found the 
place, although fortified, without a garnfon , and as loon as they were 
in pofleflion of it, began to improve the defences, fpreading a report, 
that if the Myforeans offered to move, they would attack them, and 
afterwards pillage their country This flopped the regent’s march, and 
he wrote to the Nabob defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans might 
be fent to his affiftance without delay, as he was utterly ignorant of the 
manner in which he ought to conduct himfelf againft white men who 
fought with mufketry and cannon 

Lieutenant Trufler was detached on this fervice with 40 Europeans and 
100 Sepoys, butitfbon appeanng that this force was infufficient, cap- 
tain Cope proceeded with 100 more Europeans and 2 fmall field pieces. 
He was inftrudled to diflodge the enemy at all events, and found them 
polled in .a much ftronger fituation than he expelled The village 
was inclofed by a mud wall, flanked by round towers, and in the 
center of it was a fort . the northern fide was dole to the bank of 
the Coleroon, and the other fides were fiirrounded by a deep morafs, 
paflable only in one part to the weftward, to defend which, the 
French had flung up on an eminence an entrenchment at the diftance 
of gun-fhot from the village Captain Cope encamped to the weft of 
this eminence, which he intended to attack before day-break, but by 
fome miftake the troops were not ready before the fun was rifen, by which , 
time the enemy had reinforced the poft, and had lined feveral banks 
1 and 
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1752. tachment decamped, and palling by Kiltnavaram without moleftatxon 
u "“ v ” — 1 from the garnfon, returned to Tntchanopoly, where they arrived on the 
6 th of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment 
The jun&ion of the Myforeans determined the king of Tanjore to 
declare for the Nabob , and loon after their arrival he lent to Tntcha- 
nopoly 3000 horfe and 2000 foot, under the command of his general 
Monack-jee The Polygar Tondeman, whole country lies between 
Tanjore and Madura likewife fent 400 horfe and 3000 Collenes thefe 
are a people almoft favage, who, under feveral petty chiefs, inhabit the 
woods between Tritchanopojy and Cape Comarm , their name in their 
own language fignifies Thieves, and juftly defcribes their character . their 
weapon is a pike 1 8 feet long, with which they creep along the ground, 
and ufe it with great addrefs m ambufcades , but the principal fervice 
they render to an army is, by Healing or killing the horfes of the ene- 
my’s camp Thus the force of Mahomed-ally became on a Hidden fu- 
perior to that of Chunda-faheb j for die troops of his allies joined to 
bis own, formed a body of 20,000 cavalry, 6000 of which were Mo- 
rattoes, and of 2o,ooo.infantry The army of Chunda-faheb had likewife, 
fincc their arrival before Tntchanopoly, been augmented to 1 5,000 horfe 
and 20,000 foot, by the junction of 3000 horfe commanded by Allum- 
Khan, the governor of Madura, and of 4000 Peans and Colleries be- 
longing to the Polygar, Morawa, whofe country lies to the louth of die 
kingdom of Tanjore The king of Myfore, impatient to be put in pof- 
feffion of the places which Mahomed-ally had agreed to make in re- 
turn for his affiftance, prelfed the Englifh battalion to make a ge- 
, neral attack on die enemy with the whole army, and Morari-row, 
the Morattoe, feconded him very ftrongly in this propofal , but cap- 
v tain Gmgen knowing that thefe Indian troops were capable of render- 
ing very little fervice agamft fortified polls defended by Europeans, and 
confidering that if the Englilh battalion, on whom the brunt would lay, 
fhould fuffcr feverely in thefe attacks, fuch a lofs would be irreparable, he 
determined to wait until he was reinforced by a body of Europeans, which 
were preparing to take the field m the province of Arcot 

Here the fcattered troops of Raja-faheb no fooner law the Enghlh 
retire to their garnfons, after die taking of Conjevaram, than they re- 

aflembled 




Op 


■Op 


opt 


fu r 

^ Ure v.. 

tb *t thl 


Air b 


t£ 


^JeQiir/f^red 


^t af 4 rc 0f Ths ^ 4r 

?g*f»’ d / nd that th 

orcetf ^h 0 fif o? £y«i to 

«w » ?&*'* >5^"^ -■ ‘ 


^eeij 

fan} erout‘ 8Ued tn *-** hUn '- l ° e — a 

** otf, 

sf^ w« ara 

^ ^a 01 * £ 

*Vhi'° a ^ 3 b ia ‘ a ° 

<°Cj ’ v ' ,at ' r »«t' i tb , “ tied £°cZ red - =£$*'** °» r° °® c 5 < 2"a’" 

«S^x fI ««?,?*% 

* 0i11 t6e r f tf>e of Cn 

c^r- 1;: - >2?*. « ** ^ 

*°°sJl°« i '»o& 7? •* £* •*.£*• WS?i *-*i£ 


“Soa/s 


e/, e qj 


<*■?'*■* 


e tie 
?* tie 


JiJ 


° ne of ** e ^t^ 6 Jeff °fke Utluck] iy 

,. ^-,^Zi£V:sSi. 


eifc " ,, 5a ^*£i w " 05 


*o 


tb 




eoe a: 


'Jf's 


ne,t her V ef ° a both f ]H 
Ca Wrp e^edtn des 
7 °**h f e J COl *e 


reml 


i*n- 


fucc efslh] 



Book III. History or the Carnatic. 

lucccfsful att-icks both on the part) oppofed to them, and the baggage 
in the rear: but their artillery m the grove being nnfwercd only by 
three p.cccs of cannon, did execution in proportion to tins fupcrion- 
tj, and either killed or di fabled Co many of the Enghfli gunners 
that prudence feemed to dictate a retreat, unlcfs their cannon could 
be taken Captain Cine did not dclpair of tins laft rclburcc, and 
at ten at night fent one Shavlum, a Icqcant, who fpokc the coun- 
try languages, with a few Sepoys to reconnoitre he returned and 
reported that the enemy had polled no guards in the rear of the 
grove, on which intelligence 200 of the beft Europeans and 400 
Sepoys were immediately ordered to proceed tlnthcr under the com- 
mand of lieutenant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide Captain Clive 
himlclf accompanied the detachment half way, and on his return found 
the troops he had left fighting in the w atcr-courfc fo much dilpmtcd by 
the departure of Keene’s detachment, that they were on the point of 
taking flight, and fomc had already run away , he, however, not with- 
out difficulty, rallied them, and the firing w'as renewed In the mean 
time Keene taking a large circuit, came dircdlly oppofite to the 
rear of the grove, and halted at the diftancc of 300 yards from it, 
w'hilft enfign Symmonds advanced alone to examine the enemy’s dilpo- 
fition. Tms officer had not proceeded far before he came to a deep 
trench, m which a large body, confilltng of all tho enemy’s Sepoys, 
whofe fen ice had not been demanded in the watcr-courfe, were fitting 
down to avoid the random fhots of the fight They challenged 
Symmonds, and prepared atfirft to Ihoothim, but deceived by his (peak- 
ing Trench, fufrered him to pals as a French officer, he then went on to 
the grove, where he perceived, befides the men employed at the guns, 
100 Europeans flattened to fupport them, who only kept a look-out 
towards the f-cld of battle, and palling in his return at a dillance to 
the nght of the trench where he had found the enemy’s Sepoys, he re- 
joined his own detachment ; v ho immediately marched by the fame v/ay 
he had returned, and entering the grove unperceived, gave their fire in a 
general volley at the dillance of 30 yards It fell heavy, and aftomlhed 
die enemy fo much that they did not return a Angle Ihot, but inllantly 
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abandoned their guns, every man endeavouring to fave himfelf by 
precipitate flight Many of them ran into a choultry in the grove, 
where they were fo crowded together that they were not able to make ufe 
of their arms The Englilh drew up'before the choultty, and to fpare 
the impending daughter of their fire, offered quarter, which was ac- 
cepted with joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by one, as 
they were ordered, delivered up their arms, and were made prifoners. 
The Englifh troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately con- 
vinced of the fuccels of the -detachment, by the fudden filence of the 
enemy’s artillery : but the enemy’s infantry remained ignorant of it, 
and continued the fight, until lbme of the fugitives from the grove in- 
formed them of the difafter, on which they immediately took flight, 
and their horfc difperfed at the fame time The field being thus cleared, 
the whole army united, and remained under arms until day-break, 
when they found tbcmfelves m poffeffion of nine field pieces, three 
cohorn mortars, and 60 European prifoners They lilcevvife counted 
50 dead on the field, and not Ids than 300 Sepoys . for the enemy 
had expofed thefe troops more freely than the others Of the Eng- 
lifli, 40 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
both wounded. 

Part of the fugitives took fhelter in the neighbouring fort of Covre- 
paulc, which was fummoned to furrender, but the governor return- 
ed anfwer, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous 
than lus garnfon, and, contraiy to his inclination, intended to defend 
the fort- a detachment was therefore fent to invert it, but be- 
fore they arrived die fugitives abandoned it, upon which he fub- 
mitted. 

From hence the troops proceeded to Arcot, and the next day marched 
towards Vcloor, not in expectation of reducing the place, but in hopes 
that fome hoftilitics would induce Mortiz-ally to pay a contribution, or 
at Icaft to deliver up the elephants and baggage, which Raja-faheb had 
depofited m his fort foon after he had raifcd the fiege of Arcot, 
but before die troops came in fight of Vcloor, captain Clive received an 
order from the prcfidency of Fort St. David, to repair thither with all his 

force, 
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t ; f rs.'* ' ad l\ ’ ' crcv'c*, .'.ter vnn. i t’ic% proceeded to Fort 
S: Dav d U t'.f; *2 c « l.^’e m rch the, no v here r ct a fing'c fqtt-dron 
tfthcc ri/' tr />p< 'II cd*fc*' -;Co .vrepank fuccecding to their former 
1 1* r*cs , i . • cl^ b: * c tl c " f« -cc •> Well as their fpirits, their herfe 
r t i 5 «* ded, e' t'"* lc'\.c^ \ i'll the gc emor* to the provinces 
wl o f„*l r«d • j ' If *.cJ Cnu ' J:-f heb , and the French troops and $c- 
pr. were rec'llcA to Pco ,?, chc*T} , where M" Duplar w »s Co tneenfed 
. g*.nft K~ -*«f heb, tV* he would not flitter Inn for fever-d days to ap- 
5>— r n h «■ p'e'c. ce Tnu* the Enghlh fviccetTes in the Carnatic recover- 
ed to Mahomed-all) a i extent of country 30 miles m breadth and 60 m 
length, the annual revenues of when, including that of the famous 
pagoda ?t Trp’t;, amounted to 400,000 pagodas 

Three dav • >f rcr the.r arn.al at Fort St David, the troops were ready 
tot'd e the l'e’d -g-nn under the command of captain Chvc, vhen, on 
the 15th of March, may.r Lawrence arrived from England, and tv o 
da,; -fter put himfilf "t the head of the detachment. It confided of 
.too Europeans and 1100 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, who cfcort- 
mg a large quant tv of military ftorcs, marched through the king of 
Trnjorc’s country towards Tritclnn r -po!y 

Here the Mylbrcans -nd Mo-attoes were fo much diiplcalcd 
v itli the p-ecaution of captain Gmgen, who constantly refilled to 
at*ack the enemy's polls before he as as joined by the expefled reinforce- 
ment, that the Dallo.vay of M) fore, diftrefied by the great cxpcnces of 
!u* 'Tiny, had more than once been on the point of returning to his 
own country however, him the Nabob appeafed, by making over 
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the revenues of all the diftridls which had been recovered fince his 
arrival but Moran-row was fo exaiperated by this madhvity, which 
deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and removed the 
profpcdt of more important acquifitions, which he expedted from this 
war , that he meditated defedhon, and began to treat with Chunda- 
iaheb 

Both armies were equally follicitous of the fate of the approaching re* 
inforcement, and Mr Dupleix fent repeated orders to Mr. Law, who 
commanded the French battalion, to intercept them at all events. They 
arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king of Tan- 
jore, within 20 miles of Tritchanopoly, where they depolited a large 
part of die ftores, which would have retarded their march and embar- 
rafled their operations The next day proceeding along the high road, 
which pafleth widlin point blank fliot of Coilady, major Lawrence 
received intelligence that the enemy had ported at this fort a rtrong party 
widi artillery on which he ordered his guides to look out for another 
road , but they, by fomc miftakc, led him within reach of Ihe very 
Ipot he wanted to a\oid, and the troops were unexpcdtcdly fired upon by 
fix pieces of cannon from acrofi. the Caven To divert this fire fiom the 
baggage, amongft which it created no fmall confufion, it was anfwered 
from the rear divifion of guns confiding of four field pieces, fupported 
by 1 00 Europeans, under the command of captain Clive, whilft the line 
marched on inclining to die left, which diredhon foon brought them 
out of the enemy’s reach, but not before 20 Europeans were killed 
They then halted, and were joined by the rear divifion, after which they 
continued their march without meeting any farther interruption, and m 
the evening halted within 1 o miles of Tritchanopoly From hence captain 
Gingen detached in the night 100 Europeans, widi 50 dragoons, who 
joined the reinforcement before morning , and at day-break captain Dal- 
ton \\ as likewife detached from the city with his own company of gre- 
nadiers, and another of the battalion, in all 200 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, who were ordered to lay at a rock called the Sugai- 
loaf, about three miles fouth of the French rock, from w hence they 
were to join the reinforcement, as foon as it came in fight. 
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, with i U'lif.r.i pv<>h <a the lummit, where the 1 reach had 
t: ts««scvi «. *•* m it v Mu* ted three mile' to the ftntth-caft of the Trench 

* > >. v 8 l***wer ) thr'c I’M) p f \< the prcalcll put of the cnrim* irmy 
“ " * Mat; »t * p m cr.’cr <»** b-'tlr . the reft were in ■* line v h,ch e' tend- 
c S jk .*) t\c I rcrch r* to t'*e till-gr ol Child lev tp ill un h\ the rivcr- 
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♦ 

i*c{* * c»i t~i the t v th <•* Uitmic.um, enroll cd hi. tii'reh to the lotidi of 
»' , “Ou l‘:V*c he c-'uc tn ft *ht of the ctictuv, the ** h« 1c of the conlule- 
r tet'v^p w<.*e tn the l‘.c!d, and In their appcar.mcc deterred them from 
“»a det chment* to attack him. At noon, c.aptam Ddton*s 
p with the MjJ>» cam and the Nabob's troop-, met him half-w ay 
between Lli’.ufcnim n* 1 the lit" r-loaf rr<k, uhilfl Moran-row with the 
Mi *^:to:> remained Ihtnutihin r Itntlv v alt the cncim 
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The fttn linking c\ccihvcl\ hot, the troop were ordered to halt and 
rcfMh thetn'rhet , hat 1 1 leK tlpii half an hoar the (louts came tn at 
fnlJ fpec.l, binging intelligence that the whole of the enemy’s anny 
w*» nUanens, ard that the fire of their cannon had put the Morattoes 
to fight: thefe Pvt after c* me tip, t< 1 forming with the reft of the 
all cs in the rcT of the Lurcpcans and Sepo;-, followed them Howdy at a 

did TOC 

Captain Clive having rcconnoitcred the enemy, reported, that 
there was a large choultry, with fame done buddings, not far from the 
front of the Trench battalion, winch they, buficd in forming thur 
hr.c, had ncgleflcd to take pofieftion of. On this ad; ice lie was 
ordcrctl to proceed with the firft ihufion of artillery, fupported by 
the grenadiers -»s f>(l as pofiiblc to the choultry, wlulft the reft of 
the column moved up flovl} in regular order The cncni), inftcad of 
fending a detachment to prevent him, contented thcmfelics witli can- 
nonading as their battalion advanced, which approached within Soo yards 
of the choultry hy the time he armed there They now made a pufli 
againft his artillery, v-hich was fo well pointed, that it kept them at 
a diftancc until the reft of the battalion -and Scpojs came up The 
confederate troops, unwilling to expofe their horfes to a cannonade, 
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1752 halted at a diftancc, but thole of Chunda-faheb, commanded by 
Y ~~" > Allum-IChan, the governor of Madura, kept clofe to the rear of the 
French. A cannonade enfued, Without doubt, for the time it lafted, 
the hotteft that had ever been feen on the plains of Jndoftan , for the 
French fired from 22 pieces of cannon and the Englifli from nine. Such 
of the Enghfti troops as were not employed at the guns found flicker 
behind the choultry and the buildings near it, whilft the whole of the 
encmy’6 army flood expofed on the open plain, fuffering in propor- 
tion to this disadvantage. The French battalion in half an hour began 
to waver, and drew olf their guns to a greater diftancc, upon which the 
Englifli advanced their artillery, and the men of the battalion who fup- 
ported them were ordered to fit down with their arms grounded , by w Inch 
precaution many lives were fat ed. They ftill continued to retreat, but 
Chunda-faheb's cavalry kept their ground for fomc time, and fuftain- 
ed the cannonade with much more firmneis than had ever been obferved 
in Indian troops they were fpiritcd by the example of their commander, 
Allum-IChan, whole head was at length taken off by a cannon-ball, as 
he was encouraging them to advance , on which difaftcr they gave way 
and retreated hkewile The Captains Clive and Dalton continuing to ad- 
vance with the firft divifioii of artillery, followed the French, who flung 
themfdves into a great watcr-courfe near the French rock, where they 
were on the point of being enfiladed by a fire that would have made 
great havock amongft them, when major Lawrence, lattsfied with the 
advantages that had been gamed, and unwilling to expole the men to 
more fatigue under fiicK a burning fun, ordered die purfuit to ceafc. 
Seven men of the battalion were ftruck dead by the heat, and 14 were 
killed or difablcd by die cannonade The French loft about 40 men, 
and 300 of Chunda-faheb’s troops, wuth 285 horles and an elephant, 
were found dead on die plain The fuccefs of this day might have 
been much greater, had the confederate troops behaved widi common 
activity, mftead of which they remained at a diftance idle fpeflators, 
nor could they be prevailed on to make a finglc charge, even when 
the enemy’s cavalry retreated This inaChon proceeded not from w'ant 
of bravery, but from the treachery of Moran-row, who being at this 
time in treaty with Chunda-faheb, was- unwilling to bring his Morat- 

4 toes 


Book III. 


History of the Carnatic 

toes to a&ion , and fuch was the opinion entertained of their courage, j 
that none of the reft of the allies would venture to fight without >— 
them 

Major Lawrence continuing his march, arrived in the evening at 
Tntchanopoly, and the next day conferred with the Nabob and the other 
generals on the plan of their future operations they concurred m opinion 
that a general attack fiiould be made without delay on the enemy’s camp ; 
but when the time was to be fixed, he found both Moors and Indians lb 
attached to lucky and unlucky dajs, that feveral were likely to be loft 
before they would agree m the notion of a fortunate hour, without which 
none of them thought it fafe to venture an engagement In the mean 
time, thinking it not prudent to fuller the enemy to recover from the 1m- 
prefiion which they had received on the day of his arrival, he determined 
to attempt as much againft them as could be executed w ith his own force , 
and perceiving that the French polls were too ftrongly fortified to be 
earned without the aliiftance of the whole army, he relblved to at- 
tack the camp of Chunda-faheb, which extended along the river 
without entrenchments. On the ill of Apnl at night, captain Dalton, 
with 400 men, was ordered to march, and, by taking a large circuit, 
to come in at the eallern extremity of his camp, which he was to 
enter, beat up, and fet fire to The Englilh troops, from their long 
inactivity, knew fo little of die ground about Tntchanopoly, that they 
were obliged to trull to Indian guides , and thefe being ordered to con- 
duct them out of the reach of the enemy’s advanced polls, fell into the 
other extreme, and led them feveral miles out of their way, and through 
fuch bad roads, that when the morning-liar appeared, they found them- 
felves between Elimilerum and the French rock, two miles from Chunda- 
faheb’s camp, and in the center of all their polls The approach of 
day not only rendered it impollible to furprize the enemy, as was intended, 
but likewife expofed the party, if they perfilled, to the danger of being 
furrounded by their whole force : it was therefore determined to march 
back without delay to Tntchanopoly. The French difeovered them as they 
were retreating, and gueffing at the intention for which they had been 
fent, thought themfelves no longer lafo to the Ibuth of the Caven, and 
took the refolution of retreating that very day to the pagodas on the llland. 

Chunda- 
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Chunda-faheb ftrenuoufly oppofed thjs refolution, for which indeed there 
appeared no necefiity , but finding that he could not prevail on Mr Law 
to alter it, he gave orders for his own troops to crols the river likewife 
The retreat, as is ufual when meafures have not been previoufly con- 
certed, was made with fo much precipitation, that his army had time 
to tranfport only a part of their baggage, but none of the vaft quantity 
of provifions with which they had ftored their magazines , thele they 
therefore fet fire to. The French carrying off their artilleiy, abandoned 
all their polls excepting Elimiferum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the lfland, where Mr Law took up his quarters 
in the pagoda of Jumbakifiia , of Chunda-faheb’s troops fome went 
into the pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther eaftward along die bank of the 
Coleroon 

The next day, captain Dalton was fent with the company of gre- 
nadiers, fome Moiattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferum * the party 
had with diem two pieces of cannon and a mortar, the tranfportmg 
of which through bad roads prevented them from arriving near the place 
before night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to recon- 
noitre Difcovenng no centmels, and finding the gate of the wall 
which furrounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that the 
place was abandoned, and entering, began to afcend the fteps which 
led to the pagoda on the fummit, but before they got there, the enemy 
alarmed by the neighing of the horfes, ran to their guns and fired upon the 
detachment, which they difeovered, firft by the light of their matches, 
and foon after by the blaze of fome huts, to which the Morattoes, as is 
their cuftom, had fet fire The fmohe of die guns, and the dark- 
nefs of die night, enabled captain Dalton 'and his companions to 
ictreat unperceived, and as foon as he rejoined the detachment, he fent 
fome men to lodge themfelves under cover of a bank before the lower 
gate, where they were direfled to remain until morning, m order to 
prevent the enemy from making their efcape But this party, defirous 
of fignalizmg diemfelves, imprudently exceeded their orders, and enter- 
ing the lower gate, ran up the fteps, and endeavoured to force the doors 
of die pagoda above , where they were received with a fmart fire, which 
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loon obliged them to retreat with five Europeans and ten Sepoys 1752. 
wounded. A reinforcement, was immediately fent to take charge of u '" v — 
the bank, and all remained quiet until morning, when the enemy per- 
ceiving that preparations were making to bombard them, furrcndcrcd. 

Fifteen European*, thirty Sepoy % and two pieces of cannon, one of them 
a file 18 pounder, were found here, the fmallcr piece of cannon, 
with feme Sepoys were left to g->rnibn this pod, the red returned with 
the ether gun to Tntchanopoly, which was prefented to the Nabob 
as the firft trophy that had been taken during the campaign Two 
days after, the grenadiers, who lml always helmed with the fpirit pe- 
culiar to this clad, of foldicr', gained another advantage The gicat 
men of the allied army complained, that they were much didurbed m 
their daily ablutions in the Cavcri, by a gun which fired from a choul- 
try lung half-way between the pagoda of Scringham and the river 
Captain Dalton w as fent to attack this pod, who concealed bis men be- 
hind an old wall on the bank of the river, where they watted till near 
neon, when the great heat of the fun induced a part of the enemy’s 
gvnrd to return to the camp, and the reft to retire into the choul- 
try to deep, the grenadiers then niflied acrofs the river, which was 
fordable, and entered the pod with fo much rapidity that they tool: 
the cun before the enemy had time to fire it more than once . it was 
brought away without any oppofition, for fomc field pieces bad been 
fent to the mer-fide to cover the retre-’t 

Events of fuch a nature as the attacks of Ehmifcrum and the choultry, 
as well as fcvcral other', which appear »n the courfe of this work, would 
have no influence in fuch fangumary wars as mod; writers have only thought 
w orthj of their attention and thefe details may therefore by many be deem- 
ed equally tirefome and fuperfluous , but the drefs of this Indian war lying 
on the European allies, who rarely have exceeded a thoufand men on a fide, 
the aflions of a finglc platoon m India may have the fame influence on 
the general fuccefs, as the conduct of a whole regiment in Europe and 
to give a juft idea of the fuperiority of European arms, when oppofed 
to thofc of Indoftan, is one of the principal intentions of this narrative 
The new aflivity which began to appear in thcEnglifli battalion, induced. 
Moran-row to rchnquifli his correlpondcncc with Chunda-falub,. and. 
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imprcfled the enemy with terrors equal to thole which they had for-* 
merly raifcd both m the Englifh and the Nabob’s army • there feern- 
ed to be no fenfe m their councils. The whole Carnatic lav before them, 
and by retreating into it they might protraft the war until the want of 
money fhould decide the conteft, butwftead of taking this ftep, they 
fuffered thcmfllves to be captivated by the apparent ftrength of the two 
pagodas, and determined to Hand their ground here, notwithftandmg 
that, by the deftruftion of their magazines, they were already reduced 
to the neccffity of fetching their provifions from a great diilance: they 
were afraid to fight, and afhamed to retreat 
At the fame time nothing but a rcfolution juftified by very few examples, 
and bordering m appearance on rafhncfs, feemed capable of putt ng a 
fpeedy end to the war, of which the expenccs had now greatly diftrcffed 
the Eaft India company’s mercantile affairs The intimacy and confidence 
with which major Lawrence diflmguifhed capt Clive, permitted this officer 
to fusrgeft to him the rcfolution of dividing the army into tvv o bodies, and 
detacinngonc of thefc under his own command to die north of theColcroon, 
whilft the other remained to the fouth of thcCavcri. this wasnfquingthe 
whole to gain die whole, for if the -enemy fhould overpower one of 
thefe bodies, by attacking it with their whole force, the Nabob’s affairs 
would again be reduced to the brink of ruin , and if they ncglcttcd or 
failed in this attempt, they would infallibly be ruined themfelves The 
propofal, hardy as it was, was adopted by the major without any hefita- 
tion , and with a fpmt of equity rarely poffeffed by competitors for glory, 
he was fo far from taking umbrage at the author of this mafterly ad- 
vice, that he determined m his own mind to give him the command of a 
feparate body, although he refraired from declaring his intention until 
he could reconcile it to the reft of the captains in the battalion, who 
were all of them his fupenors in rank , but the feheme vv as no fboner 
propofed to the Nabob and the generals of the alliance, than the 
Morattoes and Myforeans removed the difficulty, by declaring that 
they would not make any detachments of their troops if they were 
to be commanded by any other perfon It was necefiaiy to reduce the 
pofts of which the enemy vv ere in polfeffion to the north of the Cole- 
roon , to intercept the reinforcements which might come from Pondi- 
cherry 
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1752 and 10 Sepoys, agd in the njglit made their cfcapc to Pitchandah undif- 
covered. ■ 

The next day a party of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were detach- 
ed to attack Lalguddy, a mud fort fituated about feven miles to the caft 
of Seringham, clofe to the bank of the Coleroon, and oppofitc to the 
eaftern part of the enemy’s late encampment to the fouth of the Cavern 
They kept a garnfon of Sepoys here, intending to make it an interme- 
diate magazine of proufions, which were to be brought from hence to 
their camp on the liland as opportunity offered The Sepoys attack- 
ing the fort by efcalade, earned it after a faint rcfiftancc, and found 
here a quantity of grain fufficient for ten thoufand men for two 
months 

Mr Dupleix, agamft whofc orders Mr Law had retreated to the 
north of the Cavcn, was much alarmed at the critical fituation to 
w'hich the army of Chunda-faheb and his own troops were redu- 
ced He, however, with his ufual perfeverancc and activity, 'deter- 
mined to make the greateft efforts he was able to reinforce them ; 
and immediately oh receiving news that captain Clive was en- 
camped at Samiavaram, detached 120 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
and four, field pieces, with a large ’convoy of proufions and 
ftores This party was led by Mr D’Auteuil, who was empower- 
ed to take the command from Mr Law They arrhed on the 
14th of Apnl at Utatoor, and intended, by making a large circuit 
to the weft of Samiavaram, to gam in the night the bank of 
the Coleroon The fate of the two armies depended in a great 
meafure upon the fuccefs or mifcarmge of this comoy and reinforce- 
ment Captain Clive apprized of Mr D’AutcuiI's intention, fet out 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to intercept him ; 
but Mr D’Auteuil receiving advice of his approach, immediately turn- 
ed back and regained the fort, on which captain Clive return- 
ed with the utmoft expedition to Samiavaram, where he arriv- 
ed in the morning In the afternoon, Mr. Law got intelligence of 
his march, without hearing of his return, which could not naturally be 
fufpeSed, as Utatoor is 13 miles from Simiaiaram. he therefore, 
as foon as it was dark, detached So Europeans, and 700 Sepoys, 
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to attack die few troops he imagined to be remaining there * of thefe 
men forty were Englifh deferters. This party arrived near the camp at 
midnight, when one of their fpics informed the commanding officer 
that the troops which had marched againfl Mr D’Auteuil were re- 
turned; but he, imputing the information eidier to cowardice or 
treachery, gave no credit to the fpy, and proceeded ; they were chal- 
lenged by die advanced guard of Englifh Sepoys, on which the officer 
of the deferters, an Irifhman, ftept out and told them, that he was fent 
by major Lawrence to reinforce captain Clive ; and the reft of the de- 
ferters Ipeaking Englifh likewife, confirmed the aflertion, and perfuaded 
■die Sepoys fo fully, that they omitted the ufual precaution of afkuig 
the counter word, which would certainly have difcovered the flrata- 
gem ; and fent one of their body to conduit the enemy to the head- 
quarters They continued their march through a part of the Morattoe 
camp, without giving or receiving any difturbance until they came to the 
lelfer pagoda Here they were challenged by the centmels, and by 
others who were polled in a neighbouring choultry to the north of it, 
in which captain Clive lay afleep They returned the challenge by a 
volley into each place, and immediately entered the pagoda, putting all 
they met to the (word. Captain Clive darting out of his deep, and 
not conceiving it poffible that the enemy could have advanced into the 
center of his camp, imputed the firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by 
fome attack at the fkirts of the camp: he however ran to the upper pagoda, 
where the greateft part of his Europeans were quartered, who having 
likewife taken the alarm, were under arms , and he immediately return- 
ed with 200 of them to the choultry. Here he now difcovered a large 
body of Sepoys drawn up facing the fouth, and firing at random Their 
pofition, which looked towards the enemy’s camp, joined to their confii- 
fion, confirmed him in his conjedhire that they were his own troops, 
who had taken fome unneceffary alarm In this fuppolition he drew up 
his Europeans within 2.0 yards of their rear, and then going alone 
amongftthem, ordered thefinog to ceafe, upbraiding fome with the 
panic he fuppofed them to have taken, and even linking others At 
length one of the Sepoys, w’ho underftood a little of the French lan- 
guage, difcovenng that he was an Englifhman, attacked and wounded 
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1752 him in two places with his fword , but finding himlelf on the point of 

' v J being overpowered, rin away to the lower pagoda captain Clive, 
exafperated at tins lnlblence from a man whom he imagined to be in 
his own fervice, followed him to the gate, where, to his great furpri/e, 
he was accoftcd by fix Frenchmen his ufual prefence of mind did 
not fail him m this critical occafion, but fuggefting to him all that 
had happened, he told the Frenchmen, with great compofurc, that 
he was come to offer than terms, and if they 'would look out, 
they would perceive the pagoda furrounded by his whole army, who 
were determined to give no quarter if any rcfiftancc was made. The 
firmnefs with which thefe words were delivered, made fuch an 1m- 
prefiion, that three of the Frenchmen ran into the pagoda to cariy 
this intelligence, whilft the other three furrendered their arms to captain 
Clive, and followed him towards the choultry, whither he haftened, 
intending to order the Europeans to attack the body of Sepoys, whom 
he now firft knew to be enemies , but thefe had already difeovered the 
danger of their fituation, and had marched out of the reach of the Eu- 
ropeans, who imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Clive’s 
orders, made no motion to interrupt or attack them Soon after, 
eight Frenchmen, who had been feat from die pagoda to reconnoitre, 
fell in with the Englifh troops, and were made pnfbners , and thefe, 
with the other three which captain Clive had taken, were delivered to 
the charge of a feijeant’s party, who not knowing, m this time of dark- 
nefs and confufion, that the enemy were m pofieflion of the lower 
pagoda, carried them thither , and on delivering them to the guard, 
found out their error , but fuch was alio the confufion of the French 
in the pagoda, that they fufrered the ferjeant and his party to return 
unmolefted The reft of the Englilh troops had nowjoined the others, 
and captain Clive imagining that the enemy would never have attempted 
fo delperate an enterprize without fupportmg it with their whole army, 
deemed it abfolutely neceflary to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
who were m it could receive any afliftance One of the two folding 
doors of the gateway had for forne time been taken down to be repaired, 
and the other was ftrongly ftapled down, fo that die remaining part of 
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treated to the village, where they remained, and fuftained the fire of 
the enemy’s cannon until the reft of the troops came up. It was 
almoft dufk, and captain Dalton concluding that the enemy might 
be deceived in their opinion of his ftrength, and miftake it for the 
whole of captain Clue’s force, ventured to divide his men into two 
bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the enemy’s line, whilft 
a few Europeans left with the guns near the 'village cannonaded 
them in front Air D’Autcuil no fooncr perceived this difpofition than 
it fuggefied to him the opinion it was intended to produce, and he re- 
treated with great precipitation, purfued within a few yards of the 
walls of Utatoor the Englifii were on the point of getting pof- 
fcfiion of one of his guns, when they were obliged to halt and face 
about, to defend themfclvcs agamft the enemy’s cavalry, who taking 
advantage of the dufk of the evening, had made a circuit, and appeared 
unexpectedly in their rear The Morattoes however galloping in, flung 
themfclvcs between, and the two bodies of cavalry remained fome time 
firing carabines and piflols, until one of the Englifh 6 pounders came 
up, which after a few {hot decided the conteft, and obliged the enemy’s 
horfc to retreat 5 the Morattoes then charged diem fword in hand, and 
drove them into the fort, but not without foffering themfelves , for fcve- 
ral of them returned much wounded The Englifh fired at the fort from 
the rocks which are clofe to the walls until eight o’clock, when they 
retreated back to the choultry, leaving an advanced guard of Europeans 
at the village, and 200 Morattoes, who promifed to patrole all night, 
and give information the inftant that the enemy made any motion to 
abandon the fort. 

-Mr D’Auteuil continuing in his miftake of the force which was come 
againft him, no fooner found that they had returned to the choultry, 
than he quitted the fort with all his troops, and marched away to Vol- 
condah, leaving behind in the hurry a great quantity of militaiy ftores 
and ammunition, as well as refrefhments intended for the officers of 
Mr Law’s army The Morattoes performed the duty they had under- 
taken fo ill, that captain Dalton did not hear of the enemy’s retreat until 
two in the morning, when it was too late to purfue them . he, how- 
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ever, marched to the fort, and took poffefllon of all the enemy had left 
in it 

Mr Law received no intelligence of captain Dalton’s march acrols 
the rivers, but the next morning difcovering from the fpire of Se- 
nngham, the detachment proceeding from Samiavaram towards Uta- 
toor, imagined it to be a part of captain Clive’s army , and on this 
fuppofition eroded the Coleroon with all his Europeans and Sepoys, 
and a large body of cavalry Captain Clive hearing of this motion, 
immediately marched to meet him with all his force, excepting the 
neceflary guards ior the camp, and came in fight of the enemy juft 
as their rear had crofted the river Mr Law, ftartled at the appearance 
of a force which exceeded his expedition, halted and formed his troops in 
a ftrong fituation along the bank of the river. Both armies remained in 
order of battle until evening, each having advantages which the other 
refpefted too much to venture to attack Some fleirmiflies pafled be- 
tween the advanced Sepoys, and in the night the French re-crofled the 
' river.’ 

Captain Dalton remained two days at Utatoor, when he receiv- 
ed orders to rejoin major Lawrence , but by this time the Coleroon 
was fo much fwelled as to be impaflable, and the troops «at Samia- 
varam were preparing to avail themfelves of this opportunity to attack 
the enemy’s poft of Pitchandah, which could receive no fuccours from 
the Ifland till the waters fubfided he therefore, to forward this fervice, 
put his detachment under captain Clive's command , and to prevent the 
difputes which might anfe from the fupenonty of his rank, refolved 
to aft himfelf as a volunteer On the 14th at night the army moved 
down to the nver-fide 

There runs along the northern bank of the Coleroon, from Pitchan- 
dah to the ground oppofite the great pagoda of Senngham, a large mound 
of earth 50 feet broad at the top, thrown up by the people of the coun- 
try to refill the current of the river, which m this part lets ftrongly 
from the oppofite ftiore whenever the waters rife The enemy’s camp 
on foe ifland lay oppofite and within cannon-foot of this mound , it was 
therefore determined to employ the artillery agamft them until the bat- 
tery agamft Pitchandah could be finiflied Every common foldier in an 
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Indian army is accompanied either by a wife or a concubine , the officers 
have fcveral, and the generals whole feragho’s befides thefe the army is 
encumbered by a number of attendants and fervants exceeding that of 
the fighting men , and to fupply the various wants of this enervated mul- 
titude, dealers, pedlars, and retailers of all forts, follow the camp , to 
whom a feparate quarter is allotted, in which they daily exhibit their dif- 
ferent commodities in greater quantities and with more regularity than in 
any fair m Europe , all of them fitting on the ground m a line with their 
mcrcliandifes expofed before them, and flickered from the fun by a mat 
fupported by flicks 

The next morning, the 1 5 th, at fun-rife, fix pieces of cannon began to fire 
upon the camp from embralures cut through the top of the mound which 
flickered them from the guns of Pitchandah. This unexpected annoy- 
ance fixm created the greateft confufion the enemy began immediately to 
ftnkc their tents, and every one to remove cvciy thing that was either 
valuable or dear to him elephants, camels, oxen and horfes, mingled 
with men, women and children affrighted and making lamentable out- 
cries at the deftrudhon which fell around them, preffed to get out of the 
reach of it m fucli a hurry as only ferved to retard their flight * however, 
in two hours not a tent was (landing The crowd firft moved between 
the pagodas of Scnngham and Jumbakiftna, towards the bank of the 
Caveri, and from this fide they were fired on by the-. guns of Tritcha- 
nopoly they then hurried to the eaftward of Jumbakiftna, where finding 
themfclves out of the reach of danger, they began to fet up their tents 
again The garnfon of Pitchandah attempted to interrupt the can- 
nonade, and finding that their artillery had no effedt to difmount the 
Enghfli guns covered by the mound, they made a fally to feize them, 
but had not proceeded far before they received the fire of a detachment, 
which captain Clive had taken the precaution to poft in the way they 
were coming , and this inftantly drove them back again, not without 
fomc lo(s 

During the reft of the day, the Englifh troops were employed m 
erecting the battery in a ruined village, about 200 yards to the north 
of Pitchandah The pagoda, like moft others on the coaft of Co- 
lomandcl, is a fquare, of which the gateways projecting beyond the 
z H h walls, 
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walls, flank the angles . the French had 70 European*, 2co Sepoys, and 
three pieces of cannon in the place. The attack began the next morn- 
ing at day-break, from two pieces of battering cannon, which fired 
from fcmbrafurcs cut through the will of a brick houfc , the fliock foon 
brought down the wall, and left the artillery -men for fomc time ex- 
poled , but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep a conftant 
fire on the parapet, the enemy were very cautious 111 maling ufo 
cither of their fimall arms or cannon. Some time after one of the 
Englifli guns burft, and killed three Europeans, and wounded captain 
Dalton, but the breach was notwithftandmg practicable by four in 
the afternoon, when it was determined to ftorm and efealade at the 
fame time. The enemy feeing the preparations for the aflault, were 
difeouraged, and beat the chamadc The Sepoys miftahing this fignal 
of furrender for a defiance, fired a volley, which killed the drummer, 
and then giving a fhout, ran to plant the colours on the breach Tins 
motion was lo rapid and unexpected, that they got to the top of it before 
any of the Englifh officers were able to come up and inform them of their 
miftakc, which they were unluckily confirmed m by the behaviour of 
fome of the garrifon, who drew up as fall as they could to defend 
themfelvcs, A body of Europeans immediately marched after them, 
with orders to reprefs their violences, even by firing upon them, if nc- 
ceffary . but they did not arrive before the Sepoys had killed fcvtral of 
the garrifon, and ftruck fuch a terror, that 15 Frenchmen jumped over 
the walls into the Coleroon, where they were drowned The reft furren- 
dcred to the Europeans, vvhofe prefence prcfcrvcd them from another 
nfque equal to that which they had juft efoaped * for the Morattocs, 
feeing the Sepoys m motion, imagined that they would carry off all the 
plunder -of the place, and refolvmg to have a fhare of it themfehes, 
they mounted and galloped up fword in hand to the breach . and fovcral 
of them even rode up to the top of it. The enemy's army on the lfland 
were fpedtators of the whole attack, and fired, to very little purpofc, a 
great number of random fliot at the village in which the Englifli were 
polled 

By the redu&ion of Pitchandah, the enemy’s communications with 
the country to the north of the Coleroon were entirely cut off, and their 
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Indian camp became again expofed to a cannonade The dread of this, 1752. 
and of the many other diftrcffcs which ftraitcned the army more clofely '—~*~** 
every day, determined the greateft part of Chunda-faheb’s officers to 
quit his fervicc , and they went in a body and informed him of this 
refolution. He heard it with great temper, and inftead of reproaching 
them for deferting him, faid, that if they had not prevented him, he ' 
fliould of himfelf have propofed what they defired , that although he 
was not able to difeharge the whole of their arrears, they might be 
affiircd he would pundhially acquit himfelf of all his obligations whenever 
his better fortune fhould return, and, as a proof of his fincerity, he 
offered to deliver up to them the greateft part of his elephants, camels, 
horfes, and other military effeds, which they received at a valuation in 
part of what he was indebted to them. 

The next day thefe officers fent meffengers to the confederates, 
fomc offering to take fervice, others definng to pafi through their 
polls • but the Indian allies, who had for fomc time regarded the whole 
of the enemy’s baggage as a booty which could not efcape them, hefi- 
tated to comply with their requeft, and the Morattoes particularly, 
who do not rate the life of a man. at die value of his turban, were 
averfe to the granting of any terms which might hinder them from 
exerting their fabres to get the fpoil, being perfcaded that, if hofti- 
lities were carried on to extremity, their adhvity would acquire 
much the largeft fharc of it The Englifli fruftrated thefe cruel 
intentions, by determining to give their own paffports, if the reft of 
the allies perfifted.in refilling, upon which they confented to give theirs 
likcwife. 

Accordingly flags were planted on the banks of the Caveri and Cole- 
roon, as a fignal to the enemy’s troops that they might pals over in fecu- 
rity. Twothoufand of Chunda-faheb’s beft horfe, and 1500 Sepoys, 
joined captain Clive at’Samiavaram , others went to the Myforeans , very 
few to the Nabob . the troops of Morawa and Madura, and other 
independent bodies, returned into their own countries On the 4th day 
not a tent was Handing in the lfland ; and there- remained with Chunda- 
faheb no more than 2000 horfe and 3000 foot, who took flieltcr in the 
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h\ ill fucccfs, and commanded by ofnccrs of no great talents , nor docs 
it appear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carrying it 
into execution They flattered thcmfi.lv cs in their irrcfolutc councils, 
tint Mr D'Autcuil would nuke his way good into the lfland, not- 
withftindmg this attempt w is now become more difficult than ever, and 
thc\ hoped, with the (applies he was bringing, to protraft the defence 
of the pigodi to the end of June, at which time Https W’crc expected at 
Pondicherry v ith a confidcrablc reinforcement of troops from France , 
however, for fear of the word, Mr Law determined to take fuch mca- 
furcs as he diought would place the perfon of Chunda-faheb out of 
danger. 

Deferters informing the Enghfli how much the enemy’s future rc- 
folut.oas depended on the arrival of Mr. D’Autcuil’s convoy, it was 
determined to make another attempt againft that reinforcement j 
but as it was reported that they were in pofleffion of all the forti- 
fications at Vol-kondah, it w as thought ncccflary, if poffiblc, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob’s mtereft A letter was wrote to him 
full of promifc'" , the man changing fidcs with fortune, anfvvcrcd, 
that although he had permitted Mr D’Autcuil to take up his quar- 
ters in the petuh, he had not fuficrcd him to take pofleffion ei- 
ther of the (lone fort, or the fortifications of the rock , and that if any 
troops were lint to attack the French, he would affifl to deftroy them. 
About the fame time Mr D’Autcuil, prefled by the repeated follicita- 
tions of Mr Law, quitted Vol-kondah, and to conceal fomc other plan 
gave out that he intended to retake the fort of Utatoor Such an 
opportunity of attacking him was more to be relied on than the pro- 
mifcs of the governor, and captain Clive marched againft him without 
delay. 

He left a ftrong garnlbn in Pitchandah, and in his camp a number 
of troops (ufficicnt, by w ell contrived difpofitions, to prevent Mr. Law 
from fulpcdting the abfcnce of the force he took with him, which confid- 
ed of too Europeans, 1000 Sepoys, and 2000 Morattoe horle, with fix 
field pieces They fet out on the 27th of May in the evening, and arrived 
before morning at Utatoor, where they (hut themfelves up in die fort all 
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1752 day and the enfiiing night, m hopes that Mr D’Auteuil would inadver- 

— " v J tently come near enough to give them an opportunity of falling upon 
him on the plain before he could regain Vol-kondab. He' did in- 
deed advance within feven miles of Utatoor , but either from feme ru- 
mour, or fufpicion, his heart failed him on a fudden, and he took the 
refolution of returning in great halle to the place from whence he came. 
Captain Clive was no fooner informed of his retreat than he let out in 
purfuit of him, and early in the morning lent the Morattoes before, 
mftrudbng them to keep their mam body out of light, and to endeavour 
to harrals and retard the enemy’s march' with linall parties, fuch as 
might be miftaken for detachments lent only in quell of plunder, and 
prevent diem from fulpefbng any dung more Some of them came 
up with the enemy m the afternoon, within a league of Vol-kondah, 
and amuled Mr D’Auteuil fo well, that he, hoping to intice them 
within reach of his fire, walled fome time m making evolutions , but 
greater numbers coming in fight, he began to fulpedl the flratagem, 
and forming his men in a column with two field pieces in front, re- 
treated. By this tune the whole body of Morattoes came up and ho- 
vered round him until he reached Vol-kondah, where he drew up 
between the mud wall of the pettah and the nver Valarru, which was 
almoft diy. Soon after the Sepoys, who formed the van of the Englidi 
column, appeared outmarching the Europeans at a great rate, 600 of 
them had, m the enemy’s lervice, {formed the breaches at the aflault of 
Arcot, and having fince that time been employed in the Enghfo ler- 
vice in feveral aflaons under die command of captain Clive, entertain- 
ed no fmall opinion of their own prowefc when fupported by a body 
of Europeans. Thefe men no fooner came within cannon-foot of 
the enemy, than they ran precipitately to attack them, without re- 
garding any order They received the fire of the enemy’s cannon, 
and mufketry, which killed many of them, but did not check the 
reft from milling on to the pufo of bayonet. The Morattoes, ani- 
mated by fuch an example, galloped acrols the nver, and charging the 
flanks, increafcd the confufion, which die Sepoys had made in 
the center. The attack was too general and impetuous to be long refill- 
ed, and the enemy retired hallily through the bamer into the pettah, 
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where they began to nuke refinance again by firing over the mud wall. 
By this time die Europeans came up, and aflaulting the barrier, foon 
forced their avaj and put the cnenay to flight a fccond time, who 
now ran to take flicker m the flonc fort, where the governor, 
-ccording to lus promife, fliut the gate ; but fomc of them getting 
o'er die walls with lealing ladders, in an unguarded part, opened 
the gate, in fjnte of the gamfon, and let in their fellow fugitives. 
Tins pafled whilfl the Englifli troops, cautious of dilpcrfing in a 
place they were not acquainted with, were forming to follow them 
in order, and foon after the field pieces began to fire upon the 
gate, whilfl. die mufketry under (belter of the houfes deterred the 
enemy from appearing on the ramparts. Mr. D’Autcuil therefore, 
as die laft rcfourcc, attempted to get into the fortifications of the 
adjacent rock , but the governor, who was dicrc in perfbn, fent him 
word, that if he perfifted in ufing any violence he w’ould fire into th6 
fort In this perplexity, which the night incrcafcd, he confultcd his 
cfiiccfs, who unanimonfly agreed tofurrender The white flag was hung 
.'lit, and the terms Were foon fettled It as as agreed, that the dcfi-iters 
fliould be pardoned, that the ‘French commiflioncd officers fliould not 
ferve againfl the Nabob for 12 months, and the private men remain pri- 
foners of war' at his difcretion. The wdiole party confided of 100 Euro- 
peans, of which 35 were Englifli deferters, 400 Sepoys, and 340 liorfe. 
Their artillery was only 3 pieces of cannon, but there was found m the 
pettah three large magazines, which, bcfidcs a varictyr of other military 
(lores, contained 800 barrels of gun powder and 3000 mufkets It was 
know n diat Mr. D’Autcuil had with him a large fum of money, but he 
fecrctcd great part of it amongft his own baggage, which he was per- 
mitted to carry away without examination , the troops on both fides em- 
bezzled part of the remainder : fo that only 50,000 rupfccs were regu- 
larly taken poffcffion of for the ufe of the captors , whofc booty, cxclu- 
fivcof the military (lores, which were referved for the Company, amount- 
ed to 1 0,000 pounds flcrling * the liorfcmcn and Sepoys were, as tlfual, 
difarmcd and ffct at liberty, and captain Clive returned to his camp with 
the reft of the prifbncre. 
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vented the king from diflinguiflung him with thofc marks of gratitude 
his military fauces defers cd. It was therefore thought not impradh- 
cablc to flpintc the mtcrclls of the general from thofc of lus fovcrcign, 
and tins feeble glimmering ny of hope was followed, only bccaufc no 
oilier prefented itlclf 

Monack-jrc received the overture, and carried on the corrcfpondcncc 
with lb much rddrefs and feemmg complacence, as induced Mr. Law 
and Chunda-fihcb to think they had gained him over to their intcrcfl 
a large ftim of money w is pud, and much more, with cvciy other 
advantige he thought proper to flipulitc, promifed * but the hour Chun- 
da-fihcb was to deliver himfclf into his hands was not lived, when 
on the j i ft of May the battering cannon armed from Devi Cotah, and 
Mr. Law received a fummons to furrender at difcrction Monack-jcc 
row adling is a friend, lent it the lime time i mclfigc advifing Chunda- 
faheb to come over to him that very night, fmcc, if he delayed to make 
lus cfcapc before die Enghfli advanced nearer the pagodas, which they 
were prepinng to bitter, his pafiage to Chuckle} -apollam, would after- 
wards be fubjc£t to infinite rifqucs 

In order therefore to prevent the Englilh from taking any fulpicions 
of this important rcfblution before it was earned into effed, Mr Law, 
not unfagaciouflj , made ufc of the highcfl fpint of rodomontade in 
his infwcr to major Lawrence He talked of defending the pagoda un- 
til the Iafl extremity, unlcfs he was permitted to march away with all 
the troops under his command wherever he plcafcd , infilling hkcvvifc, 
that no fcarch fliould be made after any perfon under his colours On 
thefc conditions he was willing to deliver up one half of his artillery- 

As foon as it was night one of Chunda-faheb’s officers repaired pri- 
vately to Monnck-jcc's quarters, where, amongft other precautions, he 
demanded, that a confidcrablc hoflagc fliould be delivered before lus 
mailer put himfclf into Monack-jce’s power To this the Tanjorinc 
anfwcrcd with great cilmncfs, that if any intentions of trcacheiy were 
entertained, no hoflagc would be a check to them , and that by giving 
one, the fecret would be divulged, and the efcape rendered impra£h- 
cable He, however, took an oath, the mofl: facrcd of all to an Indian 
foldier, on his fabre and poniard, wiflung they might be turned to his 

1 1 own 


H a 
W 


The War ot Coromandel. Book lit 

own deftru&ion if he failed in Ins engagements, which were to fend 
away Chunda-faheb as foon as he came into his quarters, with an cfcort 
of horfe, to the French fetdement of Karical. At the fame time a 
Tanjorine officer allured Ghunda-faheb’s that he wa$ appointed to com- 
mand the efcort, and fhewed the pallankin and other preparations Which 
were intended for die journey. The ttvo officers then repaired to a 
choultry, where Chunda-laheb himfelf, with a few attendants, waited the 
rcfiilt of die conference. As fbon as he had heard it related, he proceed- 
ed with the Tanjorine to Monack-jee’s quarters, where, inftead of the 
efcort he expedted, he was met by a guard patroling for him, who ear- 
ned him with violence into a tent, where they immediately put him into 
irons 

The news was mftantly communicated to die Nabob, the M yfo- 
rean and Morattoe, and kept them up all night debating on the fate 
of the prifoner The next morning they repaired together with Monack- 
jee to major Lawrence’s tent, m whofe prefence they held a council. 
Each of them. infilled that Chunda-faheb ought to be delivered to him- 
felf, fupportmg the demand with the fupenor importance each thought 
he bore m the general caufc 5 but Monack-jee firmly refilled to give his 
prize out of his own hands. The major had hitherto remained filent, 
but finding that the diflention was irreconcileable, propofed that the 
Engliffi fliould have the care of him, and keep him m one of their 
fettlcihents. They Were all of them averfe to this fcheme, and broke 
up the conference without coining to any refolution the three competi- 
tors in high indignation agamft ohe another, and agamft Monack-jee, 
who had moreover the mortification of feeing that the treachery he had 
committed was fo far from being acknowledged as a fervice rendered 
to the general caufc, that the Myforean, the Morattoe, and perhaps 
the Nabob, wiflied in the bottom of their hearts that Chunda-faheb had 
not been taken, fince they had not the difpofal of him in their own 
power 

Immediately after the conference, major Lawrence fent another 
fummons to Mr Law, more peremptory than die former for a dccifivc 
anfwcr was demanded before noon the’ next day, after which his flags of 
tiucc would be fired upon, and if the batteries once began to play, it 
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was declared that every man in the pagoda fhould be put to the 
fword 

He hid already been informed of the fate of Ins ally, and had 
heard a rumour of the defeat at Vol-hondah, but this he did not mttre- 
Jy give credit to, when convinced of it by the report of one of his 
own officers who hid icon Mr D' Auteui! in the Enghfh camp, he defired 
a pcrfonal conference witli major Lawrence, which, after fcvcral mef- 
foges, was agreed to be held the next dav 

He began, by affcrting that the peace which cxiftcd bctyyccn the two 
crowns, entitled him to expert from the Enghfli cvciy mark ofeonfide- 
ratton for the Trench troops, Cnee they were now left unconnected with 
any powers contending in die Carnatic, by the difpcrfion of Chunda- 
falicb’s army, and die impnfonment of its leader , he therefore expect- 
ed that the Enghfli would, mflcad of aCting as enemies, contribute as 
allies to facilitate the retreat of his army into the French fettle— 
ments Major Lawrence replied, that he aClcd in the conference 
only as the interpreter of the Nabob’s intentions, widi whom the Eng- 
hfli were in dole alliance, and ns a juflification of the Nabob’s con- 
dud, produced a letter m which Mr Duplciv had declared that 
he would ncacr ccnfc to purfuc him wild ft a Angle Frenchman remained 
in India. 

After fcvcral odicr altercation';, v/luch produced little change in the 
terms firft propofod, the capitulation was figned It was agreed 
that die pagoda of Jumbakiftna fliould be delivered up, with all the 
guns, flore*, and ammunition : that die officers fhould give their parole 
not to ferve againft the Nabob or his allies * that the pm ate men of die 
battalion, Europeans, CofTrccs and Topafles, fliould remain pnfbners, 
and that die deferters fhould be pardoned 

The troops with captain Clive were then ordered to rejoin the 
major’s diufion, and the next morning, before break of day, caotam 
Dalton marched vith 250 chofen men, who halted, beating their 
drums at an abandoned out-poft within piftol-ffiot of die walls of 
Jumbakiftna, whilft the major remained not far off with the reft of the 
troops, drawn up ready to prevent the effeft of any treachery , but none 
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1752 was intended . for Mr Law foon came out with fomc of his officers, 
1 — and conduced die detachment into the pagoda, where they formed with 
their backs to the’ gate, oppofitc to the French troops, who imme- 
diately flung down their arms in a heap, and furrendered prifoncrs. 
The whole confifted of 35 commiffion officers, 725 battalion men bear- 
ing arms, befides 60 lick and wounded m die hofpital, and 2000 Se- 
poys their artillery were four 1 3 inch mortars, 8 cohorns, 2 petards, 3 1 
pieces of cannon, of which r 1 were for battering, moftly 1 8 pounders, 
and the reft field pieces they had likcwife a great quantity of ammu- 
nition, ftores and carnages of all forts in very good condition The 
pagoda of Senngham was foon after delivered up, and the horfe 
and foot who had taken refuge in it fuffered to pafs away without mo- 
leftation, but the 1000 Rajpouts refufed to quit the temple, and 
threatened their viftors to cut them to pieces if they offered to enter 
within the third wall . the Englilh, in admiration of their enthufiafm, 
promifed to give them no occafion of offence 

Thus was this formidable army, whole numbers two months before 
were nearly equal to die confederates, reduced, without a battle, more 
efleftually than it probably could have been by what is generally efteem- 
cd a total defeat m the field The foldier who regards his profeffion as 
a foience, will difcover examples worthy of his meditation, both in the 
abfurdity of the enemy’s choice of their fituation, and in the advantages 
which were taken of it It is indeed difficult to determine whedier the 
Engliih conducted themfelves with more ability and fpirit, or the French 
with more irrefolution and ignorance after major Laurence and captain 
Clive arrived at Tntchanopoly. 

• Still die fate of Chunda-foheb remained to be decided before the foc- 

cefs of this day could be deemed complete The anxiety which Monacfc- 
jee carried away from the conference in major Lawrence’s tent was en- 
creafed every hour by die mefiages and propofols he received The My- 
forean promifed money, the Nabob threatened refontment, and Moran- 
row, more plainly, that he would pay him a vifit at the head of 6000 
horfe Terrified at the commotions which would inevitably follow, if 
he gave the preference to any one of the competitors, he law no me- 
thod of finiffnng the conteft but by putting an end to the life of his pn- 
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foncr, however, as the major lnd exprefled a defire that the Eiigbfh 1752 
might hive him in their poficfiion, he thought it ncccfiary to know ' — 
whether they ftrioufly cxpc&ed this deference, and accordingly, on the 
lime morning that the pigodi fiirrendcrcd, went to the major, with 
whom he lnd a conference, which com meed him that theEnghfh were 
his friends and tint they were refohed not to interfere any farther in 
the difputc. He therefore immediately on his return to Chucklcy-apol- 
1cm put his defign into c' cuition, bv ordering the head of Chunda- 
fiheb to be ft ruck off 

The executioner of this deed v as 1 Pitan, one of Monack-jec’s reti- 
nue, referved for fuch purpofes He found the unfortunate vi&tm an 
aged min, ftrctclicd on the ground, from whence the infirmities of fick- 
nefs rendered him unable to rear himfclf The afpcdl and abrupt intru- 
fion of the afiafiin mftintly fuggcflcd to Chunda-faheb the errand on 
which he w as fent He waved his hand, and defired to fpcak to Mo- 
nach-,cc before he died, faying, that he had fomethmg of great import- 
ance to communicate to him : but the man of blood giving no heed to 
his words, proceeded to his work, and after ftabbing him to the heirt, 
fevered his head from his body 

The head was immediately lent into Tntchanopoly to the Nabob, 
who now for the firft time faw the face of his rival After he had gra- 
tified his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a camel, 
and in this manner it was earned five times round the waifs of the city, 
attended by a hundred thoufand fpedtators, mfulting it with all the ob- 
fccnc and indecent mvcdlivcs peculiar to the manners of Indoftan It was 
afterwards carefully packed up in a box, and delivered to an cfcort, who 
gave out that they were to carry it to be viewed by the Grew Mogul at 
Delhi, a pradhec generally obferved to heighten the reputation of the 
fucccfsful caufc . but there is no rcafon to believe that it was ever earned 
out of the Carnatic. 

Such was the unfortunate and ignominious end of this man The many 
examples of a fimilar fate, which arc perpetually produced by the con- 
tefts of ambition in this unfcttled empire, have cftablifhed a proverb, 
that fortune is a throne , and therefore he who falls m fuch contefts is 
only reckoned unfortunate, without having the odium of rebellion or 
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1752 treachery charged on his memory, unlefs he oppofcs the fovereign of fo- 
vercjgns the Great Mogul , all the reft is reckoned the common courfe of 
politics for there is fcarccly throughout the empire a Nabob who has not 
an open or latent competitor. It therefore only remains to fpeak of the 
private charadter of_Chunda-faheb, in which he is generally acknow- 
ledged to have been a brave, benevolent, humane and generous man> as 
princes go m Jndoftan. His military abilities were much greater than 
are commonly found in the generals of India, mfomuch that if he had 
had an ab'olute command over the French troops, it is believed he 
would not have committed die miftakes which brought on his cataftro- 
phe, and the total reduction of his army. 

But fignal as thefe fucceiles were, they were fo far from being the 
means of reftonng tranquillity to the Carnatic, that m the very prin- 
ciples which produced them were intermixed the feeds of another more 
dangerous and obftmate ’war ? -and this the Nabob had the anguifti to 
know, whilft he was giving the^ demonftrations of joy expefted from 
him on fucceiles which appeared fo deciiive. 
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F OUR hundred of the French prifoners were fent under an ij$i 
efcort to Fort St. David , and the reft, together with the v— 
artillery and ftores taken at Jumbakiftna, were earned into 
Tntchanopoly: after thefe and iome other neceflfary difpofitions were 
made, major Lawrence reprelented to the Nabob the neceffity of his 
marching without delay at the head of the confederate army into the 
Carnatic, where it was not to be doubted that die reputation of 
their late fuccefles would contribute greatly to reduce fuch fbr- 
trefies as were in the mtereft of Chunda-faheb, and facilitate the efta- 
blifliment of his government over the province, from which he had 
hitherto received neither revenues nor afliftance. The Nabob acquiefced 
in this advice, but continued for feveral days to Ihew an unaccountable - 
backwardnels, as often as he was prefled to put it into execution The 
mconfiftency of this conduct perplexed all but the veiy few who were 
acquainted with the caufe , and the Enghfh had no conception of the 
difficulties which with-held him, when, to their very great aftonifh- 
ment, the Mylbrean explained the myftery, by refilling to march until 
the city of Tntchanopoly with all its dependencies was delivered up to 
him , for fuch was the price he had ftipulated with die Nabob for his 
afliftance 

They had both, for every realbn, agreed to keep this important article 
a profound fecret , but the Mylbrean had either not been able to conceal it 
from the fagacity of his fubfidiary the Morattoe, or perhaps had made 
the agreement by his advice It is certain that the Morattoe had all along 
projected to turn it to his own advantage at a proper occalion except- 
ing thefe principals, and their immediate fecretanes, not a man in the 
province had any idea of it Great therefore was the general furprize and 
anxiety when it was made public. 
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The Nabob finding difiimulation no longer of any fervice, confefled 
the truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanation of it , pro- 
tefhng that his extreme diftrefs alone had extorted a promife fiom him 
which the Myfbrean hnnfelf might very well know was totally out of his 
power to perform. Tritchanopoly, he faid, was the Great Mogul's, and 
himfelf only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the pleafure of that 
great prince that the religning of this important place to the govern- 
ment of an Indian king, would involve both himfelf and the Englifh 
m continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. In fhort, firmly re- 
folved at all events not to part with the place, he propofed to amufe the 
regent with a further promife of delivering it up within two months , m 
which time he hoped, by collecting the large arrears due from the Arcot 
province, to repay the expences which the Myloreans had incurred by 
aflifting him As a palliative for the prelent, he meant to give up the 
fort of Madura with its dependencies, which include a very large diftnCt 
Thefe terms he thought a full and ample recompencc for all that the re- 
gent had done for him, more elpecially as the reduction of Chunda-faheb’s 
power had been an eflential advantage to the interefts of the Myloreans 
as well as to his own. Major Lawrence, whofe power was con- 
fined to the operations of the field, waited for inftrudtions from the prefi- 
dency, who received at the fame time applications from both parties, let- 
ting forth, as ufual, the fubjeCt in a very different manner They pru- 
dently determined not to interfere in the difpute, unlels violence fhould 
be ufed againft the Nabob , and profeffing great fhendlhip to the Myfb- 
rean, they ftrenuoufly recommended to both parties an amicable adjuft- 
ment of their differences 

But thefe differences continued with great warmth , and m the long 
debates on this fubjeCt, Moran-row conducted himfelf with fo much 
feeming impartiality, that he was chofen, with equal confidence on both 
fides, to be the mediator between them , and the time being fixed for the 
conference, he came one evening into the city in great ftate, accom- 
panied by two commifiarics deputed by the regent : they proceeded to 
the Nabob’s palace, where captain Dalton, as commander of the Enghfh 
garnfon, was prefent. 
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The ufual ceremonies being over, the Morattoe with great deliberation 
and propriety enumerated die many obligations which the Nabob 
owed to the regent. He painted in lively colours the diftrefsful 
ftate of his affairs, when the regent generoufly undertook his caufe , at 
which time, although nominal lord of a country extending from the 
river Pennar to Cape Comorin, he really poffefled no more of this 
great dominion than the ground mclofed by the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
where he was clofely befieged by a much fupenor and implacable ene- 
my. He appealed to the Nabob for the truth of what he afierted, and 
then demanded m form the delivery of the city and territory of Tritcha- 
nopoly, in confequence of the fblemn agreement he had made with the 
Myforcan, which he produced figned and fealed. 

The Nabob, who expedted this harangue, acknowledged the favours 
he had received, and faid, that he was refolved to fulfil his engagements : 
but that being at this time in poffeffion of no other confiderable 
fortified town, it was impofiible to remove his family, which was 
very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot province, got a 
place proper for their reception he therefore demanded a refpite of 
two months, at the expiration of which he promifed to fend orders to 
his brother-in-law to deliver up the city The Morattoe highly com- 
mended this refolution, and after fome other vague difcourfe, he 
figmfied an inclination to fpeak to him in private, and defired the 
commiffanes to withdraw As foon as they and the reft of the 
audience, excepting captain Dalton, were retired, changing his 
countenance from the folemmty of a negociator to the finile of 
a courtier, he told the Nabob, that he believed him endowed 
with too much fenfe to mind what he had faid before thole two 
ftupid fellows, meaning the commiffanes you muft likewife, faid he, 
think that I have too much difeernment to believe you have any 
intention of fulfilling the promife you have now made. How could 
you anfwer to the Great Mogul 'the giving up fo confiderabl^ a 
part of his dominion to fuch mfigmficant people ; it would be the 
higheft abfurdity to think of it Thefe you may be affured are my 
real fentiments, whatever my private mtereft may induce me to fay 
tp the contrary in public. The Nabob was not a little delighted to find 
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him irr this difpofition , for it was his refentment more than the regents 
that he dreaded , and immediately made him a prelent of a draught on his 
treafury for 50,000 rupees promifing much more if he would reconcile 
matters, and divert the regent from infiftmg on the letter of the treaty. 
This the other allured him he would do though nothing was farther from 
his intentions He was in reality the molt improper perfon that could 
have been cholen to adjuft die difference His Mew's w'erc, firft by ingra- 
tiating himfelf with the Nabob, to perfuadc him to admit a large body 
of Morattoes into the city as the bell: means of deceiving the regent into 
a belief that he really intended to give it up according to his promife ; 
and thefe military umpires w'ould have been inftrudted to feize on any 
opportunity that might offer of feducing or overpowering the reft of the 
garrifon , and if this iniquitous feheme fucceedcd, he intended to keep pofi- 
feffion of the city, which he had formerly governed, for himfelf If there 
fliould be no opening for this plan, he determined to protradt the difputc 
as long as poffible by negociations, during which he w ? as fure of being 
kept m pay by die Myforean, and did not doubt of having die addrefs 
to get confiderable prefents from the Nabob When this double deal- 
ing fliould be exhaufted, he purpofed to make the Myforean declare war, 
knowing that he had too great an opinion of the Morattoes to cany it on 
widiout continuing them in his fervice 

The apprehenfions of an immediate rupture obliged theEnglifh troops, 
who had proceeded on the 16th of June as far as Utatoor, to return 
on the 18th to Tritchanopoly, for the Myforean had even threatened 
to attack the Nabob if he offered to march out of the city in order to 
join his European allies, as he had promifed Their appearance, more 
than their remonftrances, produced an accommodation for the prefent. 
The Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the lfland of Senng- 
ham, and of leveral other diffndts, impow'ering him to colledt them 
himfelf; promifed again to dehver up Tritchanopoly at the end of 
two months; and in the mean time agreed to receive 700 men, 
provided they were not Morattoes, into the city On thefe condi- 
tions die Mjforean agreed to afiift him with all his force to re- 
duce die Arcot province Neither fide gave any credit to the other, but 
both expected advantages by gaining time. The Nabob kne w diat a* 
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immediate declaration of war, would effectually flop the progrefs 1752 
of his arms in the Carnatic, where he hoped to gain Come fignal 
advantage, vvhilft the regent delayed to commence hoftihties againft 
him, and the regent wiflied for nothing fo much as the depar- 
ture of die Nabob and the Engliff battalion, diat he might carry 
on his fehemes to furprizc Tritchanopoly, which he knew their pre- 
tence would render ineffectual. The excutes he made when prefled 
to march fufficiently explained his intentions , and to fruftrate them, 

200 Europeans with 1 500 Sepoys were placed in gamfon in the city, 
under the command of captain Dalton, who was mftrudted to take 
every precaution that might prevent a furpnze. 

The battalion, now reduced to 500 men, together widi 2500 
Sepoys, began their march on the 28th of June, accompanied by the Na- 
bob at the hedd of 2000 horfe : thele, with about the fame number of 
Peons left in Tritchanopoly, were all the force he commanded, for none 
of the numerous allies, which he law himfelf at the head of a few days 
before, remained with him. The Tanjorines had rendered too great 
fcrviccs to be refufed die permiflion of returning home, and the 
troops of the Polygars were not obliged to ferve out of the diflndts of 
Tritchanopoly The Myforeans and Morattoes remained in their en- 
campment to the weft of the city, placing a detachment in Seringham 
Pagoda, which the Nabob had permitted them to take pofleffion of 
The weaknefs to which the Nabob's force was reduced by this 
fata ] conteft, and the apprehenfion of flail worfe contequences from 
it, deftroyed the hopes which the Englifli had entertained a few days 
before, of carrying his arms in triumph againft Velore or Gingee. 

Their late fuccefs, mftead of mfpinng exultation, ferved only to imbit- 
ter the fenfe of their incapacity to reap any advantages from it They 
marched away more with the fullennefs of men defeated, than with the 
alaenty of troops fluffed with vidtory , and proceeding without any re- 
gular plan for their future operations, they followed the high road until 
they came to Vol-kondah. 

Here thev halted for fomc days, whilft the Nabob negociated with 
the governor, who refufed to deliver up his fort, but took the oath of 
allegiance, and paying 80,000 rupees as a confideiation for the arrears that 
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were due from him, gave fecurity for die pun&ual difcharge of the reve- 
nues of his diftridt in future 

From hence the Nabob detached his brother Abdullwahab Khan with 
1000 horfe to Arcot, appointing him his lieutenant of the countries to 
the north of the over Paliar , and the reft of the army marching by 
Verdachillum, proceeded to Trivadi, where they arrived on the 6 th of 
July, and found a garrifon of French Sepoys in die pagoda, who 
furrendered on the firft fummons The troops then encamped m the 
neighbourhood, and major Lawrence leaving the command to captain 
Gmgen, went for the recovery of Jus health into Foit St. David This 
place was no longer the feat of the prefidency, which, by orders 
from England, had been removed, two mondis before, to its ancient 
refidence atMadiafs. 

The death of Chunda-faheb, and the capture of Sermgham, ftruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the deepeft conftemation , for 
excepting tliofe who received advantages from their employments m the 
war, few had ever approved of the ambitious views of then governor, 
and fewer were perfonally attached to him. The hauglitinefs and ario- 
gance of his Ipirit dilgufted all who approached him . he exhibited 
on all occalions the oriental pomp, and marks of diftmdion, which he 
aflumed as the Great Mogul’s viceroy in the countries fouth of the Knft- 
na , mfomuch that he had more than once obliged his own countrymen 
to fubmit to the humiliation of paying him homage on their knees This 
domineering mfolence had created him many enemies, who, with a 
ipint of malice common to violent prejudices, were not forty to find 
their own fenfe of his romantic fchemes juftified by the late fignal dif- 
■afters, which they hoped would deter him from profocutmg them any 
farther But they did not know the man . difficulties and difoppoint- 
ments, inftead of depreffing him, only fuggefted the neceflity of exert- 
ing himfelf with more vigour. And indeed his plan of gaining immenfo 
acquifitions in the Decan had been laid with fo much fiigacity, that 
the fuccefles of his arms to the northward already ballanced the diigrace 
they had fuftcred at Sermgham 

In the month of February of the proceeding year, Salabat-jing the 
new Soubah with the French troops under the command of Bufley 
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quitted the country of Cudapah where the unfortunate Murzafa-jmg 1752 
had been killed On die 15th of March they came to Kanoul ' ' r "~ J 
the capital of the Pitan Nabob by whofe hand that pnncc was flam, 
and it was determined that the city fliould atone for the treachery 
and fcbellion of its Lord The place was originally well fortified , but 
fince it had been in the pofleflion of Pitans, thefe people, as avaricious 
as dicy are brave, had fuffered the defences both of the town and its 
citadel to fall to decay , and the river which runs clofe to the city, had 
lately earned away 200 yards of the wall , there were 4000 Pitans m 
the place, who attempted to defend this entrance , but not accuftomed 
to the fire of field pieces, were eafily put to flight they retired into 
the caftle, feveral parts of which were likewife in ruins , and the 
French troops animated by their fuccefs, and led by Mr Ketjean, a 
nephew of Mr. Dupleix, llormed it, with great vivacity, where the 
breaches were mod prafiicable, by which time the army of Salla- 
bat-jmg came up, and affifted with good will in putting all the garrifon 
to the fword , many of the inhabitants were likewife maflacred The 
wife of the late Nabob and her two fons were made pnfoners 

The French doubtlefs intended, by the unmerciful flaughter exercifed 
at the taking of this city, to fpread early the terror of their arms, 
through the countries in which they were going to eftablifli themfelves, 
where no European force had ever before appeared and in order 
to raife an opinion of their good faith and juftice, equal to the re- 
putation of their prowefs, Mr Buffey immediately after Kanoul was 
taken, obliged Salabat-jmg to fettle the fortune of Sadoudm Khan, die 
infant fon of Murzafa-jmg, their late ally and Soubah. He received the 
mveftiture of the government of Adorn, which had been the patrimony 
of his father, and as a juft reparation for the treachery that caufed his 
death, the territory of the Nabob of Cudapah who planned the conlpi*- 
racy, and of Kanoul, by whofe arm he fell, were added to the fove- 
reignty of the young prince, which by the French accounts produced 
all together an annual revenue, of near a million of pounds fterlmg. 

An example of generality, which, if true, could not fail to raife admi- 
ration m a countiy, where the merits of die father are fo feldom of 
advantage to the difttefles of the fon. 
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The aimy then crofled the Knftna, between which and Gol- 
Kondah wep ported 25000 Morattoes, employed by Gazy-o-din Khan, 
the eldeft brother of Salabat-jing, and generalifiimo of the empire, to 
oppofe their paflage towards the city They were commanded by Ba- 
Jazarow, the principal general of the Nanah, or king of all the Morratoc 
nations A negotiation enfued, and the Morattoes, having hitherto 
received nothing from Gazy-o-dm Khan, who was at Delhi, were cafily 
peifuaded, with fome ready money, not only to retire, but alfo to 
make an alliance with the prince they were lent to oppofe. 

Nothing more remained to obftruft the paflage of the army, which 
entered Gol-Kondah in the proceflion of an eaftem triumph on the 2d of 
April Salabat-jing was acknowledged Soubah without oppofltion, and 
went through the ceremony of fitting on the Mufhud or throne m 
public, and of receiving homage not only from his own immediate of- 
ficers, but alfo from moft of die governours of the neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

The fervices which the French battalion had rendered were now 
amply rewarded. A prefent fuppofed to be 100,000 pounds ftcrhng, 
was given to the commander m chief, the odier officers lihewife re- 
ceived gratuities, and 'that of an enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees. 
The monthly pay of a captain, befidcs the carriage of his baggage fur— 
mflied at Salabat-jmg’s expence, was fettled at 1000 rupees, of a lieu- 
tenant at 500, of an enfign at 300, of a ferjeant at 90, and of a com- 
mon foldier at 60 rupees The policy of Mr Dupleix, in taking pof- 
fefiion of Mafulipatnam, was now manifefted by the facility with 
which the army at Gol-Kondah was fupplied with recruits of men, 
rtores and ammunition from that port. 

In the mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from die mimftiy 
at Delhi a commiffion for the Soubahfhip of the Decan, and the rumour 
of an army marching by his orders towards Brampour, determined Sa- 
labat-jing to proceed immediately to Aurengabad He left Gol-Kondah 
in the beginning of May, and during the rout, intelligence was received 
that feveral principal men in the city had declared againft him, and 
Shanavaz-Khan, who had been the prime minifter of Nazir-jing, and 
had ever fince his reconciliation with the French after the death 
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of that prince, accompanied the camp, now found means to cfc.ipe out 
of it, and went directly to Aurengabad, where he contributed not 
a little to inflame the minds of the people ng.nnft Snlabat-jing, deferr- 
ing him as a weak and infatuated prince, who had dtfhonourcd the 
Mogul gov eminent, lay fnbjcdlmg himfdf, and Ins authority, to the 
arbitrary will of a handful of infidels, as ho grafped at nothing lefs 
than the fovcrcignty of half the Mogul empire, under pretence of go- 
ing afiifi ,, ncc to the rightful lords 

Thefe reports were too well founded not to make an imprefiion, and 
the confluences of them were lb much apprehended, that Salabat-jmg 
did not think it fafe to appear in fight of the capital, before he had afted 
the ftale but pompous ceremony of receiving from die hands of an cm- 
baflador, faid to be font by the great Mogul, letters patent, appointing 
him \ iccroy of all the countries which had been under the jurifdi&ion 
of his father Ni/am-al-muluck. The man, no doubt as fictitious as 
the writings with which he aa as charged, aaas treated almoft with as 
much rev crencc as would ln\c been paid to the emperor, whom he 
pretended to reprefent. The prince himfclf, accompanied by the French 
troop', advanced a mile bejond the camp to meet him , and the deli- 
very of the letters was figmfied by a general difeharge of all the 
cannon and mufketry m the army, after which he fit in date to 
receive homage from his officers , Mr. Bufly, as the firft in rank, 
fetting the example. The army then continued their march to 
the city, where they arrived on the 18th of June, and found 
that their appearance, and the reputation of the Mogul’s favours, 
had fupprefied whatever commotions might have been intended A 
few indeed knew for certain that Gazy-o-dm Khan had received the 
commifiion afiumed by his brother, and was preparing to aflert it at the 
head of an army > but the voices of thefe were loll amidft the clamours 
of a populace, impatient to fee a Soubah of the Dccan, once more mak- 
ing his rcfidcncc in their city, winch had been deprived of this advant- 
age ever fince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. 

The entry into Aurengabad was more Iplcndid and magnificent, than 
that which had been made at Gol-Kondah and the city merited this 
preference, being next to Delhi, the moft populous and wealthy in 
‘ . die 
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1752 the Mogul’s dominions . its inhabitants, when the Soubah is there, are 
^ ’~ u/ computed at a million and a half of fouls The French had a con- 
venient quarter affigned them, to which Mr. Bufiy ftriftly obliged the 
troops to confine themfclves, left the difpanty of manners fliould create 
broils and tumults which might end fatally 
' In the month of Auguft, Salabat-jmg exhibited another ceremony 
to amufe the people, receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, 
as was pretended, the Serpaw or veft, with the fword, and other fymbols 
of fovereignty, which the Great Mogul fends to his viceroys on appoint- 
ment But by this time, Balazarow appeared again at the head of 40,000 
men, ravaging the neighbouring countries Battles and negotiations 
fucceeded one another alternately during the reft of the year, and until the 
end of May in the next, without producing cither a decifive vidtory, or 
a definitive treaty. The Morratoes would m more than one action have 
been fuccefsful had not the French battalion, and their field pieces, re- 
pulfed their onfets Thefe forviccs gave Mr Bufiy fopreme influence 
in the councils of his ally, which, on hearing of the decline of Chunda- 
faheb’s affairs at Tntchanopoly, he employed to obtain a commifiion, 
appointing Mr Dupleix himfelf Nabob of the Carnatic, notwitliftand- 
ing that Chunda-foheb was ftill alive , this, ( with feveral other pompous 
patents, was fent to Pondicherry, and Salabat-jtng promifed they fhould 
foon be followed by an embaflador from the Great Mogul 

Mr Dupleix publifhed thefe mandates and marks of favour to awe 
the Carnatic, aftomfhed and rendered wavering by the cataftiophe of 
Chunda-faheb nor were thofe lus only refources He had been 
early apprized of die difcontent of the Myforeans at Tntchanopoly, 
and was already deeply engaged in fomenting their defection The 
annual fhips from France arnving at the time Mr Law furrendered, 
brought a large reinforcement to Pondicherry, winch he increafed, by 
taking the failors, and fending Lafoars on board to navigate the fhips to 
China Thus armed, and relying on no vain expectations, the difafters 
at Senngham were fo far from inducing him to make any propofols of 
accommodation either to the Enghfh or the Nabob, that he immediately 
.difcovered his intentions of continuing the war, by proclaiming Raja- 
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fahcb, the (on of Chunda-faheb, Nabob of the province, in virtue of 
the pretended authority mvefted in htmfclf, and by ordering a body of 
500 men to take the field. 

Mahomcd-aliy felt more feverdy cv cry day thcbadconfcqucnccs of his 
promife to the Mylorcan, for none but the mod infignificant chiefs in 
the province offered voluntinlj to acknowledge him , the reft waited to 
be attacked before they made their fubmtfiion j and he being little 
■flailed in military matters, but deeply fcnfiblc of the decline of his 
fortune, conceived a notion, that the Englifh troops were capable of re- 
ducing the fortrefs of Gmgee, in this perfuafion he requefted of the 
prcfidcncy m the moft preffing terms to render him this fcrvicc, and they 
with too much complaifancc determined to give linn the fntisfadhon of 
feeing the experiment tried, notvuthftanding that major Lawrence went 
to Madrafs on purpofc to reprefent the improbability of fuccccdmg in the 
attempt. 

Accordingly on the 23d of July, major JCinccr, an officer lately ar- 
rived from Europe, marched with -a 00 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 
600 of the Nabob’s cavalry, and the next day fummoned ViUaparam, 
a fort twelve miles to the north of Tnvadi: it furrendercd without 
making any rcfiftancc. Proceeding on their march, they found 
difficulties mcrcafc ; for the country 10 miles round Gmgee is mclo/cd 
by a Circular chain of mountains, and the roads leading through 
them arc fitting paffes of which it is ncccffary that an army at- 
tacking the place fliould be in pofleffion, in order to keep the 
communication open Major ICmccr’s -force -being much too finall to 
afford proper detachments for this fcrvicc, he marched on with 
the whole to Gingee, where he arrived the 26th The garnfon was 
fummoned to furrender, and the officer anfvvcrcd with civility, ithat he 
kept the place for the king of France, and was determined to defend it 
The troops were m no condition to attack itj for by'fomc unaccountable 
prcfumption, they had ncglcQed-to wait for two -pieces of battering can- 
non, which were coming from Fort St David Mr Duplcre no fooner 
heard that the Englifh had paffed the mountains, than he detached 
300 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with feven field pieces, who took pot- 
feflion of Vickravandi, a tourn fituated jn ■thedugh -road, and ( not far 
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1752 diftant from the pals through which the Enghlh had marched, upon 
which major Kineer, who upon a view of Gingee defpaired of reducing 
it even with battering cannon, immediately repafled the mountains, and 
being reinforced by the reft of the Nabob’s cavalry, and fome other 
troops from Tnvadi, marched on the 26th of July, with 300 Europeans, 
500 Sepoys, a company of Coftrees, and 2000 horfe, to give the 
enemy battle . - 

They were polled in a ftrong' fituation The greateft part of thc 
town was encircled by a rivulet, which lervmg as a ditch, was defended 
by a parapet, formed of the ruins of old houfes, and interrupted at 
proper intervals to give play to the cannon The outward bank was 
in many parts as high as the parapet and that part of the village 
which the rivulet did not bound might be eafily entered, but the 
Enghlh neglecting to reconnoitre before they began the attack, loft the 
advantages which they might have taken of thefe circumftances. 

They marched direCtly to the enemy, who. In order to bnng on the 
engagement m that part where they were ftrongeft, appeared at firft 
drawn up on the outward bank of the rivulet, but as fooh as the field 
pieces began to fire, recrofied it with precipitation, and the appear- 
ance of fear. The Enghlh, elated with the imagination of their panic, 
advanced to the bank, and leaving their field pieces behind, began the 
attack with the fire of their mufketiy only The enemy anlwermg 
it, both from mulketry and field pieces, and under ihelter, fullered 
little lofs, and did much execution. The company of Englilh Coftrees 
were firft flung into dilbrder by carrying off their wounded as they 
dropped, and foon after took flight , they were followed by the Sepoys , 
and major Kineer m this mftant receiving a wound which difabled 
him, the Europeans began to waver likewife The enemy perceiving 
the confufion, detached 100 of their beft men, amongft which were 
50 volunteers, who, crofting the rivulet bnlkly, advanced to the bank 
The vivacity of this unexpected motion increafed the panic, and only 
14 grenadiers, with -two enfigns, ftood by the colours . thefe indeed 
defended them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome of the fugitives, 
with whom they retreated in order , and the French, fatisfied with their 
fuccefc, returned to the village, having, with very little lofs to them- 
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felvcs, killed and wounded 40 of die Englifli battalion, which fuffered 
in this action more difgracc than m any other that had happened 
during the war . Major Kineer was fo nffedted by it, that although he 
recovered of lus wound, his vexation brought on an lllnefs, of which 
he fomc time after died 

The troops retreated to Tnvadi, and the enemy, quitting Vickravandi, 
retook the fort of Villaparam, which dicy dcmohflicd Mr. Dupleix, 
animated by thefe fiicccflcs, flight as dicy were, reinforced them 
with all die men he could (end into the field, the whole, confiding 
of 450 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 Moorifli horfc, marched 
and encamped to the nordi of Fort St David, clofe to the bounds , up- 
on which the Englifli and die Nabob’s troops quitted Tnvadi, and 
encamped at Chimundelum, a redoubt in the bound hedge, three 
miles to the wed of St. David , here they remained for Ibme days in- 
active, waiting for more troops from Madrafs, where the fliips from 
England had brought a reinforcement, confiding principally of two 
companies of Sivifs, each of 100 men, commanded by officers of that 
nation. 

To avoid the nfque and delay of a march by land, one of thefe 
companies w’as immediately embarked in Mafioolas, the common and 
flighted boats of the country, and ordered to proceed to Fort St Da- 
vid by fea , for it was not imagined that the French would venture 
to violate the Englifh colours on this element but die boats no fboner 
came in fight of Pondicherry than a flnp in the road weighed anchor, 
and feizmg every one of the boats, carried the troops into the town , 
where Mr Dupleix kept them pnfoners, and infifled that the cap- 
ture was as juflifiable as that which had been made of his own troops 
at Senngham 

As foon as the news of this Iofs reached Madrafs, Major Lawrence 
embarked with the other company of Swifs, on board of one of the com- 
pany’s fhips, and arrived the 16th of Augufl at Fort St. David 
The next day he took the command of the army, which con- 
fided of 400 Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, and 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, 
cavalry, and Peons, with eight field pieces The enemy hearing of his ar- 
rival decamped in the night, and retreated to Bahoor, and finding them- 
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1752 felvCS followed, the riext day went nearer to Poridicherry, dnd encamped - 
- '" v ' ' between the bound hedge and Vitlanour, from whence the command- 
ing officer lent a letter profelbiig Sgainft the Enghfli, fdr not refpefting 
the terntory of the French company Major Lawrence being mftrudted 
by the prefidency not to enter their antient limits, the bound hedge, 
tinlefs they Iho'uld let the example, contented himlelf with attacking 
their advanced poll at VillaiiOur, which they immediately abandoned, 
and their whole army retreated under tile walls of the town. 

They /hewed lb little inclination to quit tins lituation, that major 
Lawrence imagining nothing would entice them Out of it, but a perfua- 
iion that the Enghfli were more frightened than themlelves, retreated 
precipitately to Bahoor The ftratagem took effedt, not with the com- 
manding officer Mr. Kegean, but with his uncle Mr Duplenr, who 
ordered him to follow the Englilh, ahd take advantage of their fup- 
poled fears The remonftrances of his nephew only produced a more 
peremptory order, in obedience to which Mr ICeqean marched, and 
encamped within two miles of Bahoor, where major Lawrence imme- 
diately made die neceffary difpoiitions for attacking him 

The troops began to march at three the next mofnlng , the Sepoys 
formed the firft line, the battalion the fecund, and the artillery Were 
divided on the flanks , the Nabob’s caValry Were ftationed to the right 
on the other fide of a high bank, which ran from the Englilh to the 
enemy’s camp : the attack began a little before the dawn of day 
The Sepoys were challenged by the advanced polls, and not anfwer- 
rog, received their fire, which they returned, and lbll marching on 
came to an engagement with the enemy’s Sepoys, which lafted till 
day-light, when the French battalion were difcovered drawn up 5 
their nght defended by the bank, and their left by a large 
pond. The Englilh battalion halted to form their front equal to 
that of the enemy, who, during tins operation, kept up a brifk 
fire from eight pieces of cannon, and Continued it till the fmall arms 
began. The adtion now became warm, the Englifli firing as they ad- 
vanced, and the French ft an ding their ground until the bayonets met. 

This 
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This terrible enfis of modern war is generally determined in an inftant, 
and very few examples of it occur The company of Englifti grenadiers, 
with two platoons, broke the enemy’s center, on which their whole 
line immediately gave way, and no quarter bung expedted in fuch a 
conflidt, they threw down their arms as incumbrances to their flight, 
this was the moment for the Nabob’s cavalry to charge as they had 
been inftrodlcd , but inflead of fettmg out in purfuit of the fugitives, 
they galloped into the camp, and employed themfdvcs in fcizmg the 
plunder , however, the Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr Kerjean, 
with 13 officers and 100 private men, were made prifoncrs, and a 
greater number were killed , all the enemy’s artillery, ammunition, and 
ftores, were taken Of the Enghfli battalion, 4 officers, and 78 pri- 
vate men, were killed and wounded. 

This vidtory broke die enemy’s force fo effectually, that Mr. Dupleix 
W’as obliged to wait the arrival of farther reinforcements before he at- 
tempted any thing more m the field , nor was this the only advantage 
obtained by it, for it checked the refolution which the Mylbrean had 
juft taken of declaring openly for the French 

The Enghfli battalion no fooncr quitted Tritchanopoly, than the 
regent let about accompliflnng his fehemc to fuiprile the city, and by 
diiburfing large fums of money, endeavoured to gam 500 of the Na- 
bob’s beft Peons, armed wuth firelocks . £f\e Jemidars, or captains of 
thefe troops, received bis bribes, and promifed to join the 700 Myforeans 
in the gamfon whenever they fliould rife Captain Dalton receiving fome 
hints of the confpiracy, kept ward in the city with a<s much vigilance 
as if he had been m an enemy’s country, and caufed the artillery on the 
ramparts to be pointed every evening inwards on the quarters of the 
Myforeans, and of the fulpedted Peons 
Thefe precautions naturally alarmed thofe who had been treating 
with the regent , but itill none of them made any diicoveiy , where- 
upon, at a general review of arms ordered for this purpofe, he di- 
rected their flints to be taken out of their matchlocks, under pre- 
tence of fupplying them with fome of a better fort This convincing 
them that their pradices were difeovered, the Jemidars came and 
confeffed all that had paffed, imploring forgivenefs . each brought 
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1752. thefumhehad received, and that of the principal man was 16,000 
rupees. They protefted that they had no view m taking the 
money, but to keep their troops fiom ftarving, who had fcarccly re- 
ceived any pay from the Nabob for nine months ; and as a pi oof that they 
had no intention of affiftmg the Myforcan in his defigns, they find, that 
not one of them had removed his wife and family out of the city. Cap- 
tain Dalton made them few reproaches, but ordered them to march 
with their troops the next morning to join the Nabob’s army at Tri- 
vadi The regent finding this ichcmc fruftrated, hired two fellows 
to fhoot captain Dalton as he walked on the ramparts, who luckily re- 
ceiving intelligence of their defign a few hours before they intended to 
put it m excution, font a detachment which took them pnfoners m 
the houfo where they had concealed tliemfc.lv cs with their arms One 
was fullen, and faid little, but the other confclTcd the whole, and de- 
clared, that three more were engaged m the plot, who had undertaken 
to w'atch the gate of the palace, and fhoot Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob’s 
brother-in-law, when he lhould come out on the tumult which the death 
of the Englilh commander would naturally occafion , but thefo, on foc- 
mg the foldicrs march to the houfo, had made their efoape The regent, 
when reproached for this treachery, denied that he had any knowledge 
of it He employed, however, Morari-row to follicit the pardon of the 
affaflins , and the friendlhjj^of the Morattoc being at this time thought 
very valuable, ICiroodm Khan granted his requeft, but did not reprieve 
the men before they had gone through the ceremony of being fattened 
to the muzzles of two field pieces m fight of the whole garrifon drawn 
up under arms. Five days after two other Myforeans came to the 
Jemidar, who commanded 180 Sepoys at one of the gates of the city, 
and attempted to foduce him , but this officer, an old and faithful 
fervant of the company, fecured the fellows, and earned them to 
captain Dalton The articles figned by the regent were found on 
them, which leaving no room for equivocation, they confefied the 
fadt, and were the next morning blown from the muzzles of two 
field pieces This execution ftruck fuch a terror, that the regent 
could not get any more of his own people to undertake fuch commit- 
fions , and having remained quiet for fome days, he at length pitched 
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upon one Clement Poveno, it Neapolitan, v. ho commanded a com- 
pany of Topaficr in the N ninth's fcmcc, mid lrd often the guard otcr 
tin. Trench pntoners in the city 'I hi« man, tndmg a good deal, went 
frequent!} into the ctmp of the Myinream, which gate the regent an 
opportunist of mAingappKation to him in p-rfon lie allured Potc- 
no that he lv»d, hclidcc the Myforcans in gnrrilon, a ftrong party in 
the citt, anti oficred great rewards if he would join them on the firft 
om motion 1 he Neapolitan gate him ciufc to believe lie was to be 

w rcught upon, but find he mult firft found the dtlpofition of Ins officers, 
and on hi- return he made a faithful report to captain Dalton of what 
had pilled He w is ordered to return to the camp the next morning 
v rh inftrudbons how to proceed, and conduced himfclf fo dexteroufly, 
th*t a few conferences intircly gamed him the confidence of the regent 
IHving lciiIcJ the plan of operations, he brought to captain Dalton 
the agreement figned by the regent and himfclf, fealed vnth the great 
fcal of Ms fore: it was fpccificd, that captain Poicrio fliould receive 
»o,coo rupees for himfclf, and 3000 more to buy firelocks, in order 
to arm the Trench prifoncr«, who were to lie let out the firft time Jus 
company took die guard over them , he was at the fame time to fcizc on 
the weftem gate of the citv, near which the Myforcans were encamped, 
and to hoift a red flag, on which fignal the whole army were to move, 
and enter the town. 

On the day fixed for the execution of this enterpnze, all the can- 
non that could be brought to bear on the My fore camp w ere well manned, 
end aboie 700 mulhcctcrs, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed m 
the tras cries and works near the weftern gateway, with a great num- 
ber of hand grenades , the reft of the garrifon was under arms, and 
the Myforcans would certainly have fulTcrtd fc.crtly , but the fears of 
the Nabob's brother-in-law put a flop to the cntcrprizc. He W'ns appre- 
henfive that the attempt might fuccccd, and to avoid die rifquc, fent 
a mefilnger to upbraid the regent, and to acquaint him that die gar- 
rifon v. ere prepared to receive him 

The regent thinking himfclf no longer fafe under the cannon of the 
city, decamped, .and fixed his head quarters three miles to the ive/hvard, 
at the Pagodas of Wanor, which were garrifoncd by Enghfli Sepoys , 

but 
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1752. but finding thaft captain Dalton had reinforced this >poft, he moved 
— vW again, and encamped near Seringham. 

The mutual <111101(1 increafed daily, although the outward appearance 
of fnendlhip fubfifted^ for the regent lent every day one of his prin- 
cipal officers to enquire after captain Dalton’s health, an order to have 
an opportunity of difcovering what he was doing. When the two months 
ftipulated for the delivery of the city were expired, he lent four of his 
great men in form to -demand the furrender of it , but Kiroodin 
Khan, a man haughty and wlblent,- when no danger was near, flew out 
into a paffion, and reproaching the commifianes with the treacherous and 
clandeftine practices of their prince, produced the agreement with cap- 
tain Poverio, figned and foaled, a'nd then told 'them plainly, that they 
had no city to expeft, but ! lhould be paid the money which the -regent 
had ddburfed, as loon as the Nabob’s finances were in a better con- 
dition. 

The regent pretended 'to be much ofiended with this anfwer, how- 
ever, after fome confiderabon, he 'font his minifter today the accounts 
before the Nabob, declaring, that he was willing ‘to relinquilh his 
‘claim to Tntch'anopoly, provided 'die money was immediately paid 
This appearance of moderation was -only ’intended to lefien the Nabob’s 
-charadter with the pubhek, and to juftily die mealures he was deter- 
mined to take himfelf , for he was too well acquainted with his cir- 
cumftanees, to imagine him able to pay lb large a fum, which, by 
<the accounts he produced, amounted to 8,500,000 rupees. 

There now remained little hopes of reconciling the difference, 
"which Mr. Duplere had from the beginning diligendy inflamed : 
-"knowing that it was the wtereft 'of the Morattoes ’to protradfc ,a 
“war, he addrefled himfelf particularly to Moran-row, who continu- 
ally received prefents and letters ‘from him, as alfo from his wife In 
-thefe -letters the Englilh were reprefented as a plodding mercantile 
people, unacquainted with the art of war, and not ifit to appear in the 
field, oppofed to a nation of lb martial a genius as the French , and the 
fuccels at Senngham was totally afenbed to the valour and activity of 
the Morattoe cavaliy. 
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Moran-row having fettle;! his plan, cafily perfuaded the regent to ac- 1752 
quiefee to it, and cmhafl ’dors were fent to Pondicherry, where 
a treat) was fcoa concluded, and war refohed Mr. Duplci\ promt- 
fing to nkc Tritclnnopolv, and give it to the Myforcans In confc- 
quenec of this alliance, Innis Khan, with 3000 Morattocs, was de- 
tached from Senngham in the middle of Auguft, witlr indrudtions to 
join die Trench, but fir ft to go to the Nabob's camp, and endeavour to 
get fomc monc; from him , for this objedt never faded to be interwoven 
m all Moran-row's fehemes The detachment taking time to plunder 
the province as the) marched along, were at feme diftancc from the 
coall when the) received news of the battle at Bahoor ftartlcd at this 
fucccf*, Innis Khan halted, waiting for farther mftrudhons from 
Tritchanopolv, in confcqucncc of which lie joined the Nabob, 
with grot protdlations of fncndfhtp and feeming joy at the late event, 
pretending to lament that he had not come up in time to have a fharc in 
it , and in order to accomplifli his intention of getting money, lie did 
not licfitatc to take the oath of fidelity to the Nabob 

Meio- Lawrence, notwithflandmg Ins late fucccfs at Bahoor, did not 
think it prudent to engage in any farther opcntions, wild A. he remained 
in uncertainty of the rcfolution which thefc Morattocs might take , but 
as foon as they joined him, lie moved from Port St David toTrivadi, 
and p-epared to employ the remainder of the fcafbn before the rains be- 
gan, m reducing the country between Pondichcriy and the river Paliar 
At the fame time the Nabob requeued the prcfidcncy to fend a force to 
attack Chinglapct and Cobclong, two ftrong holds, fituated to the north 
of that river, which kept m fubjedtion a confidcrablc tradt of country, 
and from v lienee detachments frequently plundered the teintory be- 
longing to the Nabob and the company 

Madrafs was able to furnifh no more than 200 European recruits , juft 
arrived from England, and, as ufual, the refufc of the vileft employ- 
ments in London, together with 500 Sepoys newly raifcd, and as un- 
experienced as the Europeans Such a force appeared very unequal to 
the enterpnze of lajing fiege to ftrong forts , and it could hardly be ex- 
pected that any officer, who had acquired reputation, would rifquc it by 
taking the command of them, but captain Clive, vvhofc military 
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life had been a continued option of difficulties, voluntarily offered his 
fervice on this occafion, notwnhftandmg that his health was at this 
time much impaired by the excels of his former fatigues 

The troops, with four 24 pounders, marched on die iodi of Sep- 
tember agamft Cobclong Tins fort, called by the Moors Saudet 
Bu ndar, and fituated twenty miles fouth of Madras, and within muf- 
ket ffiot of the fea, was built by An'war-adcan Khan, near the ruins 
of another belonging to the Offend company. The French got poflef- 
fion of it in the beginning of the year 1750 by a ffratagem. A 
flnp anchored m the road, making flgnals of diftrefs, and the Moors 
who repaired on board were told, that moft of the crew had died 
of the leurvy, and that the reft would penfli Iikcvt ife, if they were not 
permitted to come afliore immediately, fincc they were no longer 
able to navigate the vcffel. The Nabob’s officer, in hopes of being 
well paid, granted their requeft, on which diirty Frenchmen of 
lean and yellow phyfiognomics, counterfeiting tanous kinds of in- 
firmities, were admitted, and having arms concealed under their cloaths, 
overpowered the garrifon m the night The fort had no ditch but a 
ffrong wall, flanked by round towers, on which were mounted thirty 
pieces of cannon, and it was gamfuned by 50 Europeans and 300 
faenovs 

* 4 

The Englifli troops arrived 111 the evening at an eminence about two 
miles to the wcftwartl, from whence half of them marched m the night 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, to take pofiefiion of a garden, 
fituated about 6co yards to the fouth of the fort At break of day 
the girrilon detached 30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, who, advancing 
to the garden unobferved, began to fire through feveral large crevices 
111 the gate, which was m a ruinous condition, and a ffiot killed 
lieutenant Cooper The troops were fo terrified by this alarm, and 
by the death of their officer, that they fled precipitately out of the gar- 
den, and would probably have run back to Madrafs, had they not been 
met by captain Clive advancing with the reft of his force, who obliged 
them, not without difficulty, and even violence, to rally , and return 
with him to die garden, winch die enemy abandoned on his ap- 
proach. 


The 
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The nc\t day he fent a fummom to the French officer, who an- 1752 
fwered tint the fort belonged to the king of France, and that if" ' 1 

the Enghfii committed any hofttlitics, his. nation would deem it a 
dcchration of ^ar, he therefore cxpcdlcd that they would im- 
mediately withdraw, but if they perfifted, rnd Utackcd the place, 
he mid lus garrilon were determined to die m the breach Tim 
hindering langmgc proceeded from his reliance on a reinforce- 
ment of 700 Sepoy a and 40 Europeans which Mr Duplcix had 
detached from Pondidicrry to Chmglipct, with orders to the of- 
ficer commanding there to introduce them at all events into Cobolong 
The Enghfii the nc\t day began to crcdt a battery between the 
garden and the Fort, at the diftancc of 300 yards from the walls, 

' and at the fame time placed a ftrong guard on a rock about 100 
yards to the left of the battery' The enemy brought many of 
their guns to bear upon the face of attack, and fired fmartly , 
whtlfi it was with the grcatcfl difficulty the Enghfii troops could be 
kept to their ports, both Europeans and Sepoys taking flight on every 
alarm* an unlucky fliot, which ftruck the rock, and with the 
fplinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen men, frightened the 
whole lo much, that it was feme tune before they W'ould venture to 
c\pofc thcmfclvcs again, and one of the advanced ccntrics was found 
fcvcral hours after concealed m the bottom of a well 

Captain Cine judging that fliamc would avail more than fcvcrity 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed himfelf continually 
to thehotteftofthe enemy’s fire, and lus example brought them in tw r o 
day c to do their duty with feme firmnefs On the third, intelligence 
was received that the party from Chinglapct were advanced within 
four milts, on which he immediately marched with half lus force 
to give them battle, but they, on hearing of lus approach, re- 
treated with great precipitation On the fourth at noon, the bat- 
tery was fintfhed, and juft as the Enghfii were preparing to fire, 
to lus great furpri7e, lie received a meffage from die com- 
manding officer, offering to furrcr.dcr at difcretion, provided lie 
was permitted to carry away lus own effedts thefe terms were 
immediately accepted, and the Enghfii before the evening received into 
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1752. the place, where it was found that all the effedts of the commandant con- 
lifted of a great number of turkies, and a great quantity of fnuff, 
commodities in which he dealt Befides the cannon mounted on the 
walls, there were found 50 other pieces of the large!! calibres, which 
proved to be part of the artillery that the company had loft at Madrals, 
when taken by Mr De la Bourdonnais. 

The next morning Captain Clive, walking out at day-break, difcovered a 
laige body of troops crofting a fmall river that runs about half a 
mile to the weft of the Fort, and concluding that they were the rein- 
forcement coming again from Chinglapet, immediately haftened back 
to the garden, where the greateft part of his force was quartered, 
and polled them in ambufcade among!! the rocks and underwood, 
which commanded the high road he was not deceived in his 
conje&ure, for the commanding officer at Chinglapet having 
received the day before a letter from the officer at Cobelong, 
advifing him that the place could not hold out 24 hours unlefs 
relieved, determined to make an effort more vigorous than the former, 
and being ignorant of the furrender, intended to furprize the Englifh 
camp early in the morning The Nabob's colours were hoifted in the 
Fort, and thcfe being white, fkirted with green, were at a diftance mis- 
taken by the enemy for their own flag, which confirmed their notion 
that the place ftill held out, and they continued to advance with 
great fecunty, until the whole party were within reach of the troops In 
ambufcade, who then gave their fire from all fides with great vivacity. 
It fell heavy, and in a few minutes ftruck down 100 men, the reft 
were fo terrified that not more than half retained even prefence of mind 
to provide for their fafety by flight . the commanding officer, 25 Euro- 
peans, and 250 Sepoys, with 2 pieces of cannon, were taken • thole who 
fled, flinging away their arms, hurried to Chinglapet, where they 
communicated no fmall confternation, of which captain Clive de- 
termined to take advantage by marching with the utmoft expedition 
agamfl the place. 

It is fituated 30 miles weft of Cobelong, 40 South weft of Madrafs, 
and within half a mile of the northern bank of die river Pahar The 
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French took pofleflion of it in the beginning of the proceeding year, 
when their troops marched out. of Pondicherry with Chunda-faheb to 
reduce the Arcot province It was, and not without reafon, ef- 
teemed by the natives a very ftrong hold Its outline, exclufive of 
fome irregular projections at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to 
weft The eaftern and half the northern fide, is covered by a con- 
tinued fwamp of rice fields, and the other half of the north, to-* 
gether with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake 
Inaccefiible in thefe parts, it would have been impregnable, if the « 
fouth fide had been equally fecure, but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Indian engineer, whoever he 
was,’ that eroded the Fort, feems to have exceeded the common 
reach of his countrymen in the knowledge of his art, not only by 
the choice of the (pot, but alfo by proportioning the ftrength of 
the defences to the advantages and difadvantages of the fituation : 
for the fortifications to the fouth are much the ftrongeft, thofe oppo- 
fite to the rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is firmed 
by the lake is defended only by a (lender wall : a deep ditch 60 feet wide, 
and faced with ftone, a faufie-braye, and a ftone wall 18 feet high, 
with round towers on and between the angles, form the defences to 
the land nor are thefe all, for parallel to the fouth, eaft and north 
fides of thefe outward works, are others of the fame kind repeated 
within them, and thefe joining to the (lender wall which runs to 
die weft along the lake, form a fecond enclofure or fortification 
The gamfon confided of 40 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, and there 
were 1 5 pieces of cannon mounted m the place 

Abattery confiding of four twenty four pounders, was railed to the fouth 
about 500 yards from the wall, which refilling at this diftancc longer 
than was cxpeded, the guns were removed and mounted within 200 yards, 
and from hence in 4 days they made a breach through both the out- 
ward and inward wall , but dill the ditches remained to be drained 
and filled up, and even then a much greater number than the befiegers 
might have been cafily repulfcd But the officer, on feeing the Englifh 
preparing to make approaches to the outward ditch, took it into Ins 
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head that he had fufficiently afierted the honour of his nation, and 
hung out die flag to capitulate, offering to give up the place if the 
garnfon were permitted to march away with the honours of war. 
Captain Clive thinking that the rifque of ftorming a place lb 
capable of making an obftmate refiftance, was not to be put in com- 
petition with the ideal honour of reducing the garnfon to feverer 
terms, immediately complied with the enefny’s propofals, who on the 
31ft of O (Sober evacuated the Fort, and marched away to Pondi- 
cherry. 

A garnfon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of 
an Englifh officer, was placed in Chinglapet, and fometime after, at 
the Nabob’s requeft, the fortifications of Cobdong were blown up The 
capture of thefe two places completed the redudhon of all the coun- 
try that remained unfubdued to the north of the river Paliar, be- 
tween Sadrafs and Arcot 

The health of captain Clive declining eveiy day after this expedi- 
tion, obliged him not only to quit die field, but alfb to take the re- 
folution of returning to his native countiy He left Madrafs in die be- 
ginning of the next year, umverfally acknowledged as the man 
whofe example firft roufed his countrymen from the lethargy, into 
which they were plunged before the fiege of Arcot, -and who by 
a tram of uninterrupted fuccefles, had contributed more than any 
other officer to raife the reputation of their arms m India. 

During thefe fieges, major Lawrence, accompanied by the Nabob, 
advanced from Tnvadi to Vandewafh This place, fituated 20 miles 
to the north of Gmgee, was under the government of Tuckia-feheb , 
who had, as well as Chunda-faheb, and Mortiz-ally, married one of the 
filters of the Nabob, Subderally Khan the widow of that unfortu- 
nate prince, together with his pofthumous and only furvivmg fon, 
called Ally Doaft Khan, refided with Tuckia-feheb in the Fort. It 
was imagined that a place capable of fending forth fuch pretenders 
to difturb the title of Mahomed-ally, would have been attacked with 
the utmoft vigour , but the Nabob was in fuch diftrefs for money, 
that he preferred to liften to the offers which Tuckia-feheb made to 
ranfom his town and fort from hofhlities. Wlnlft an officer deputed 
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for this purpofe was fettling the terms, a cannon (hot from the 1752 
fo r t was by feme accident fired into the camp. The Sepoys, ' ir “ 
vexed at the negotiation, which difippointcd iht.tr expeditions of 
plunder, fci-ed on this opportunity to break it off, and under pre- 
tence of refenting the mfult, niflied into the Pettah, and broke 
open the houfo • die poor furpn7cd mlnbitints were incapable of 
making rcfidmcc , hut it being apprehended that the garnfon might 
fidl} from tlic fort, a party of Europeans were fent to fupport the 
Sepoys Ttickn-filicb, ignorant of the caufc of this fudden adt of 
violence, imputed it to treachery, and ordered his g-rrifon to fire at 
die troop* thev fiw m the Pettih Tins brought on farther hofti- 
htie:, the Englifli bombirdmg die fort with two mortar;., and the 
garnfon keeping up a conffant fire from their mufketry and can- 
non until morning, when a parly enfued, which explaining matters, 
the troops w ere recalled out of the Pettah, and the contnbution was 
fettled at 300,000 nipccs, which were paid the fame day 

The Morrattocs during tins expedition were continually roaming for 
plunder, which they took indifferently, as well in the countries acknow- 
ledging the Nabob as m the diftndts of difaffcdtcd chiefs , at the 
fame time that dicy were doing this mifchicf, they expedted to be 
paid only bccaufc they had it in dieir power to do more by openly 
joining his enemies 

The army returned from Vandewafh to Tnradi, where they prepared 
to canton thcmfclvcs during the rainy monfbon, which began on the 3 1 ft 
of Odtober at night, w ith the moll violent hurricane that had been 
remembered on the co.'ft , the run that fell continually for fcvcral 
days after laid the whole country under water, and fpread fuch a fick- 
nefs amongft the troops, as obliged them on the 15th, of November, 
to retire to fort St David , which place affording quarters only for the 
Englifli, moft of the Nabob’s men, unaccuflomcd to remain in the 
field 111 this inclement fcafon, left lum, and went to their homes 

By this time the regent at Senngham, pcrcciv ing that the Naboo 
and the Englifli had made fo little advantage of their fuccefs at Bahoor, 
recovered from the conftcrnation he had been (truck with by that event; 
and he no fooner heard that they had returned into winter quarters, than 
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1752. he fent away Moran-row, with all his Moirattoes excepting 500, to 
' r ~ J Pondicherry, and Inms Khan, with thofe under his command, quitted 
the Nabob at Trivadi in the beginning of November, but not with- 
out having got lome of the money received at Vandewafli. Mr Dupleix 
promifed to fend fome Europeans to Seringham, and the regent 
hoping to divert the garrilon of Tntchanopoly from making any 
attempt againft him before they arrived, pretended that he had no 
defign to make war with the Nabob, and that Morari-row had 
left him m confequence of a difpute that had arifen on fettling their 
accounts , but notwithftandmg this declaration, his patroles of horfe 
flopped, and carried to his camp all the provifions that were coming 
to the city the effedts of this hoftility were foon felt, and the prefi- 
dency of Madrafs, who in confideration of his pretenfions to Tritch- 
anopoly, had hitherto declined to take revenge of his treacherous 
attempts to get poffeffion of it, now thought it time to treat him as a 
declared enemy 

In confequence of this refolution, captain Dalton on the 23d of 
December marched out of the City at 10 o’Clock at night, with the 
greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, to beat up his camp, which 
extended under the northern wall of Seringham , but the regent himfelf 
with a confiderable guard remained within the pagoda An artillery offi- 
cer with 3 pieces of cannon was previoufly ported on the fouthern 
bank of the Caven, oppofite the pagoda, with orders to create what 
alarm he could by throwing ffiot into the place, as foon as he 
Ihould hear the fire of the mulketry in the camp : the troops 
parted the Caven at Chuckley-apollam, and then eroding the illand 
marched along the bank of the Coleroon, til] they came within a 
quarter of a mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted in order 
' to refrclh themfelves, and to form for the attack but on the review it 
was found that no lels than 500 of the Sepoys were abfent, having as 
they afterwards affirmed, inadvertently milled the line of march in 
the dark , however the reft not appearing difcouraged, it was deter- 
mined to proceed they were divided into two bodies, the firft marched 
only four in front, being defigned to penetrate through the camp, 
firing two to the right, and two to the left , whilft the other, drawn up in a 
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1752. ftands by the water fide, dircftly oppofite -to the fouth-gatc of Senng- 
ham, the building was 100 feet fquare, and 30 high $ a great number 
of Cooleys were immediately let to work, and before morning they 
mclofeci the choultry with a ftrong entrenchment, and hkcwifc made -a 
parapet with fand bags round the roof, on which two field pieces were 
mounted. As it was not doubted that the enemy would make an 
effoit to recover a port: fb capable of molefling them, captain Dalton 
determined to fupport it with the reft of his force . the bed of the 
Caven having at this time little or no water, he took port over- 
agamft the choultry, on the fouthern bank of the river, where a 
little wall ferved the party as a parapet , they had with them four 
field pieces, which might eafily flank the choultry, as the river in this 
part was only 400 yards wide the enemy remained quiet till noon, 
when having fufficicntly intoxicated thcmfelves with opium, they be- 
gan to fwarm out in great numbers , but the field pieces kept them for 
fome time at -a diftance, cveiy fliot doing execution. During the can- 
nonade a party of the Nabob’s Sepoys eroded the river, and taking 
pofiefiion of a fmall choultry at a little diftance to the right of the 
other, began to fire from this untenable port , upon which a body 
of 300 Morattoe horfe galloped up to attack them, but before they 
arrived the Sepoys took flight, feveral of them were cut to pieces, 
and the reft recrofling the river, ran into the city , the Morattocs, en- 
couraged by this fuccefs, now galloped up towards the entrenchment 
of the great choultry, where they were differed to come fb near, 
that feveral of them made ufe of their fabres acrofs die parapet be- 
fore the troops within gave fire, which then began, and feconded 
by that of the four pieces of cannon on the other fide of the river, 
ftruck down a great number of men and lioifes, and obliged the enemy 
to retire in confufion . in tins mftant an officer took it into bis head 
to quit his poft and pafs the nver, m order to give captain Dalton 
information concerning the artillery fome of the foldicrs feeing tins, 
imagined that he went away through fear, and concluding that things 
were worfc than appeared to them, followed his example, and ran out 
of the entrenchment, which the reft perceiving, a panic fuzed the 
whole, and they left the poft with the greateft precipitation, not- 
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withftanding they had the minute before given three huzza’s, on the 
retreat of the Morattoes * a body of 3000 Myfore horfe, who were 
drawn up on the bank, immediately galloped into the bed of the 
river, and charging the fugitives with fury, cut down the whole party 
excepting 15 men* flulhed with this fuccels, they made a pufli 
at captain Dalton’s divifion on the other fide All thefe motions 
fuccccded one another fi> rapidly, that he had hardly time to put 
bis men on their guard , more elpecially as many of them had caught 
the panic, from having been Ipettators of the mafiacre of their comrades . 
however fome of the braveft hearkening to his exhortations flood firm by 
the artillery , their behaviour encouraged the Sepoys, who made a ftrong 
fire from behind the little wall in their front, which, accompanied 
by the grape-fliot of the four field pieces, foon abated the ardour 
of the enemy, and obliged diem to retreat, leaving fome horfes, 
whofe riders fell within 20 yards of the muzzles of the guns captain 
Dalton then advanced a little way into the bed of the river, where 
he remained, till he had colledted the dead and wounded Not 
■ a man who efcaped could give any reaion why he quitted his poft, 
all of them acknowledging that at the time when they took flight 
only one man m the entrenchment was wounded, and that they 
had nine barrels of ammunition. 

This difafter dimimflied the ftrength of the garrilon near one halfj 
not by the number, but the quality of the troops that were loft; 
for the killed and difabled were 70 Europeans, and 300 of the beft 
Sepoys, together with the Lieutenants Wilkey and Crow, who having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the men, gallantly determined to flay 
in the mtrenchment, where they were cut to pieces. No farther hopes 
therefore remained of driving the regent out of Senngham, on the 
contrary, it became neceflary for the garrifon, thus leflened, to give 
' their whole attention to the fecunty of the city, and all negotia- 
tions between the Nabob and the regent being at an end, captain 
Dalton turned out the 700 Myforeans, fuffenng them to retire peace- 
ably with their arms and baggage , but he detained their commander 
Gopaulrauze, the regent’s brother, permitting him however to keep 
fiich domefticks as he thought proper 
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But left the enemy fliould imagine that he was totally difpintcd, if 
he remained inadtive, Captain Dalton determined to make fomc 
attempt, which, at the fame time that it might be executed 
without much rifque, might make them believe he was ftdl in a 
capacity to aft in the field They had a poft about four miles weft 
of Tntchanopoly, at a pagoda called Velore, where the guard prci co- 
ed the country people from cariywg prOvifions into the city The 
pagoda had a ftrong ftonc wall, and they had choakcd up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by which only one 
man could enter at a time, and this they carefully (hut every cicnmg • 

* 30 Europeans marched m a dark night, and having concealed them- 
felves in a watercourfe near the gate, a fcqeant of artillery, carrying 
a barrel of gunpowder with a long faufage to it, went forward, 
and, digging, placed the barrel under die wicket unobferved, al- 
though the centmel was fitting at the top of the gate finging a 
moonfh fong. the cxplofion not only brought down the mud-work, 
but alfo blew up the terrace of die gateway, with the guard afleep on 
it, fo that the foldiers entered immediately without difficulty, and 
having frefli in their memory die lofs of their comrades at the choul- 
try, put all the Myforeans they met to the fword 

The regent, -convinced by this exploit that famine would be the 
fureft means of reducing the garnlon, ordered a party of 200 liorfe 
to lay on the plain every night, between the city and the country 
of the Polygar Tondeman, from whence only provifions were ob- 
tained they feized fome of die people bringing m rice, and ac- 
cording to their barbarous cuftom, cut off their nofes, and fent them 
thus mangled to Tntchanopoly This cruelty ftruck fuch a terror, that 
- for fome days no one would venture to bring in fupplies : in order 
therefore to difiodge this detachment, 400 men. Sepoys and Euro- 
peans, with two field pieces, marched in the evening and took pof- 
feffion of the ground where they ufed to pals the night, the 
enemy coming up fome time after, did not dilcover their dan- 
ger before they received the fire of the troops, which immediately 
put them to flight, and by their outcries it was imagined they fuffered 
confiderably. 
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Whatever might be their lofs, the furprizc ftruck fuch a terror, that 
no more firnll detachments could be prevailed on to remain within 
reach of the garrifon during the dark nights, and their refufal fuggefted 
to the regent the rcfohition of dividing his force, and of forming a 
confidcrablc camp between the city and Tondeman’s country, whilft 
lie remained with the reft at Scringham. A multitude of people fet 
to the work fondled in a few dajs an entrenchment, with a flout 
mud w all, at a place called Facquircs Tope, or the grove of the Facquirc, 
fituated four miles to the fouth, and one to the weft of the city, 
after which 5000 horfl and 3000 foot, being nearly one half of the 
army, and the beft troops m it, moved from the lfland with their 
baggage, and pitched their tents within this fortification The efie£t 
of dus difpofition was foon ftvcrcly felt, no more grain was brought to 
the market, the fliops were fliut, and the inhabitants began to cry fa- 
mine, whilft the garrifon had the mortification to perceive thcmfelvcs 
incapable of removing the diftrefs, being, fincc the lofs at the choultry, 
too weak to cope with the enemy, in either of their camps. 

Such was the fituation of affairs at Trichanopoly at the end of 
March In the mean time the jundhon of die Morattocs enabled 
Mr Duplcrc to make head againft the Nabob in the Carnatic, and 
he had likewifc received die fatisfaftion of hearing that Ins ally 
Sahbat-jing had removed a moft dangerous competitor for the Sou- 
bafhip, by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-dm Khan 

This prince, fufpcdhng that Balazarow the Morattoe only made the 
war he had employed him to wage againft Salabat-jing fubfervient to 
his own purpofes, marched himfelf from Delhi, and in the beginning 
of O&ober appeared before Aurungabnd, at the head of 150,000 men : 
the army of Salabat-jing amounted to near 100,000 , the French bat- 
talion compcnfatcd the difference , and by two or three fuccefsful fkir- 
miflics, reduced the enemy to enter into a negociation There ac- 
companied Gazi-o-dm Khan, a French furgeon, who had wandered 30 
years before from Pondicherry, and was at this time principal Phyfician 
to the great Mogul This man was commiffioned by the miniftry at 
- Delhi to proceed to Pondicherry, and to offer Mr Dupleix many ad- 
vantages, on condition that he would withdraw his troops from Salabat- 
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cttyoF liis Ton Raja-fahtb, little qualified to profccutc a conteft in which 
a nnn of his father’s abilities had penfhed . and in this time of anar- 
chy and confufion, whilfl the authonty of no one extended farther than 
his fword could reach, every chief refen cd for htmfclf whatever 
revenues he could collcfl So that notwithftandmg Mr Duplcix’6 tide 
was acknowledged by all who did not wifii well to Mahomcd-ally, his 
power was confined to the diflrnfts which lie between Pondicherry and 
Gingee, and thefe did not furnifli more than 50,000 pounds a year: 
at die lame time the French company, milled by his rcprcfcntations, 
lent out no more money than was neccflary for their commerce, and 
with pofitivc orders diat it fliould not be employed to any other 
purpofc Thefe difadvantages would probably have reduced the French 
to ccafc hofliliucs after die capture at Scringham, had not Mr. Du- 
plex been endowed (and this at lead is much to his honour) wnth a 
pcricscrance, that even fuperfeded his regard to his own fortune, 
of which lie had at that time dilburfcd 140,000 pounds, and he con- 
tinued widi the fame (pint to furnifli more, but as this refourcc 
could not laft long, and as the (lender capacity of Raja-faheb rendered 
him rather a burthen than a fupport to the caufe, he determined 
to make him rclmquifli the title of Nabob, and to give it to feme 
other perfon, from whole wealth, ability, and connexion, he might 
rcafonably expeft conGderable refources for carrying on die war. 
The man he pitched upon was Mortiz-ally Khan of Vclore, to whom 
he difplaycd all the commiffions he had received from Salabat-jing^ 
and difcovercd the date of his negotiations with the Morattoes, and 
Myforcans The Phoufdar, fenfible that there could not be much 
rifle m taking part with fuch an apparent fuperionty, accepted 
the propofal, levied troops, and refolvcd to go to Pondicherry, as (bon 
as the journey might be undertaken without danger. In the mean 
time 50 Europeans were fent from Pondicheny to Velore, and 
with their afliftance he formed a confpiracy with the French prx- 
foners in the fort of Arcot j who were to nfe and overpower the 
Engli(h garrifon, which diey gready outnumbered j but a fufpicion of 
this treachery was luckily entertained in tune, to prevent the fuc- 
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. cefs of it, and the pnfoners were removed m the latter end of De- 
cember to Chinglapett Thus ended the year 1752 m the Carnatic. 

On the 3d of January 1753, the French, confifting of 500 Eu- 
ropeans, and a troop of 60 horfe, together with 2000 Sepoys, and 
4000 Morattocs under the command of Moran-row, marched from 
Valdore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Paniar, m light of 
Tnvadi upon which Major Lawrence, with the Nabob, returned 
from fort St David to their former encampment at that place Their 
force confided of 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 1 500 dafiardly horfe 
belonging to the Nabob On the 9th the Morattoes, fupported by two 
companies of Topaffes m their own pay, advanced with three field 
pieces, and began to cannonade the village of Trivadi The 
battalion was immediately under arms, and the grenadiers, with fome 
Sepoys, were ordered to attack, their guns, which they got poffeffion of 
before the enemy had time to fire a fecond round the Morrattocs 
frill remaining on the plain, Major Lawrence followed them two 
miles towards their camp, and having as he thought fuffiaently dif- 
perfed them with his field pieces, prepared to return, when they came 
galloping up again funoufly on all fides, and furrounded him 
The foldiers preferved their fire till evety fliot did execution, and the 
artillery men behaving with the fame calmnefs and refolution, 
foon beat them off, with the lofs of 100 men killed Moran-row on 
lus return to camp reproached the French for their cowardice, m not 
having fupported him in the manner that had been concerted between 
them He continued however with great adtivity to difircls their ene- 
mies, by fending out parties, which prevented the country people from 
bringing provifions to the camp , and this obliged Major Lawrence, 
when in want, to march with his whole force, and efcort his fup- 
plies from fort St David Thefe marches were exceffively fatiguing, 
and might have been dangerous, had the French behaved with the 
fame adhvity and fpmt as the Morattoes, who never failed to be on the 
road harraffing, and fometimes charging, the line of march : 
on the 28th of January, m particular, they accompanied the battalion 
the whole way from Tnvadi to Fort St David but, defpinted by the lofs 
of 300 of their horfes, which were killed by the field pieces m the dif- 
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fcrcnt fkirmiflics of the day, they did not venture to Attack the troops 1753. 
as they were returning to the camp with the com oy. t— v— J 

Supported is the French w ere by this excellent cavalry, they might 
without much rifquc have \cnturcd a general engagement, but Mr 
Duplcix, whole eje w 15 alw a) s on Tntclnnopoly, determined to protraft 
the war on the fca coall long as pofiiblc, tint the Myforeans might 
not be interrupted from blockading the city. He therefore ordered 
his troops on the Fannar to adt intirely on the defenfive, and to 
ftrengthen their entrenchments , which, with the ufual dexterity of that 
nation m works of this kind, were foon complcatcd and rendered little 
inferior to the defences of a regular fortrefs. The Enghlh prcfidcncy 
fcnftblc of the great rifquc of Aornung fuch w’orks without a fufticient 
bodv of horfc to co\ cr the flanks of their infantry during die attack, 
folhcitcd the king of Tanjorc to fend lus cavalry to their afiiftance. he 
promifed fair, and a detachment of Europeans with two field pieces 
marched from Tnvadi to favour the jundhon , but dicy had not 
proceeded far, before dicy heard that the king had recalled his troops 
to die capital, on a report, diat the Morratocs intend to enter his 
country. 

Difappointed of this afiiftance. Major Lawrence was obliged to re- 
main ma£h\ c in lus camp, contemplating every day the fituation of the 
enemy, which lie had in fight, and fretting at his incapacity to 
attack them The Morattocs in the mean time were not idle, 
their parties w ere feen now at Trinomalcc, dicn at Arcot, then at 
Clullambrum, that is, in every part of the province between the river 
Paliar, and the Colcroon In the middle of February, one of their de- 
tachments appeared, ftounflung their fabres, and caracolling within 
muflcct fliot of Chcmundclum, the weftern redoubt of the bound- 
hedge of St Da\ id * their infolcncc irritated the guard, and the fer- 
jeant, a bra\ c but blundering man, thinking this an opportunity of 
diftinguifliing lumfclf and of getting promotion, marched into the 
plain with his whole force, 25 Europeans, and 50 Sepoys The enemy 
retreated, until the party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt } 
when they turned on a fudden, and galloping up furrounded them m an 
mftant, the ferjeant, not doubting that the firft fire would difperfe 
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them, gave it in a general volley, which, did fome execution jbut before the 
troops could load again, the Morattoes charged them lmpetuoufly fword 
in hand, broke the rank, and every horfeman Tingling out a particular 
man, cut them all to pieces. Inadhvity, or retreat in 1 war is never 
in Indoftan imputed to prudence or ftratagem, and the fide 
which ceafes to gain fuccefles is generally fuppofed to be on the 
brink of rum. Such were the notions entertained of the army atTnvadi, 
and they were mduilrioufiy propagated by Mr. Dupleix, m order to en- 
courage his new ally Mortiz-ally to let up his ftandard in the province. 
The Phouldar with his ufual caution firft encamped without Velore, then 
advanced lomewhat farther, and at laft, allured by the Morattoes that 
they would cover his march, ventured to proceed to Pondicherry, where, 
on furnilhmg 50,000 pounds for the expences of the war, he was with 
great ceremony and publick rejoicings proclaimed Nabob of the Car- 
natic 

But the fatisfadhon he might receive from this exaltation did 
not laft long. It was propofed that he Ihould begin by imitating 
the condudt of Chunda-faheb, and appear at the head of the 
army: this his nature abhorred. On fettling the terms of his re- 
gency, lo ’much afiiftance m money and troops was expected from 
him, and lo little power or advantage offered m return, that he 
found the naboblhip held on fuch conditions, would be of lefs 
value than the mdependant pofleflion of his government of Velore. 
At the fame time fufpeding what he himfelf would infallibly have 
done in a fimilar cafe, he was terrified with the notion 
that Mr Dupleix would keep him a prifoner at Pondicherry, if 
he difcovered his averfion to have any farther connexion with him : 
thefe fentiments did not efcape the fagacity of Mr. Dupleix, but 
he had too much good fenfe, not to fee that fuch a breach of 
faith would probably determine the enemies of Mahomed-ally 
to make their peace on any terms with that prince He therefore 
confented to Mortiz-ally’s return, who promifing to make war in 
the country about Arcot, left Pondicherry m the end of March, 
convinced for the firft time m his life, that he had met with a 
more cunning man than himfelf 
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In the mem time, no mihtarj operations pafTed, excepting the fktr- 1753 
nn flics of the Monttocs with the Englifh battalion, during three or *" v 1 
four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to cfcort their 
pro\ tfions from fort St David The French W'crc not to be 111- 
ticcd out of their lntrcnchmcnts, and Major Lawrence, feeing no 
other method of fluking a dccifivc blow, determined to florm 
their camp The prcfidcncy fccondtd this rcfolution, by fcndmg ,, 2oo 
Europeans, of which 100 were a company of Swifs litcly arrived from 
Bengal, to fort St David , where the battalion joined them, and the 
whole, with a large comoy of provifions, let out for the camp, on the 
firfl of April. The whole body of the Morattocs were waiting for 
them in fight of the bound-hedge , and behaved this day with more 
a&ivity than ever, rarely removing out of cannon fliot, and galloping 
up whenever the incumbrances of the baggage difumtcd the line of 
march, and left intervals open to their attacks Thus continually 
threatned, and often aflaultcd, the convoy advanced very flowly. The 
weather w as cxccflivcly hot, and fevcral men fell dead with the heat, 
fatigue, and the want of water When within three miles of Trivadi, 
the Monttocs made a general and vigorous charge, furrounding the 
front of the line, and were with difficulty rcpulfcd, many of their 
Iiorfes fell within a few yards of the field pieces, and amongft the flam 
w as Bazmrow, Morari-row’s nephew, the fame who came to Captain 
Clive’s afiiflancc, after die fiege of Arcot. His death damped their 
ardour, and they retreated to a diftancc. But the work of the day 
was not yet over , for the troops continuing their march, difeovered, 
within a mile of Trivadi, the French troops and Sepoys drawn up 
on their right the convoy happened luckily to march on the left along 
die bank of the river Gandelu. The two battalions advanced againfb 
each other cannonading, until the French coming to a hollow-way, 
halted on the oppofitc fide, imagining that the Enghfli would not venture 
to pafs it under the difadvantage of being expofed to their fire , but 
Major Lawrence ordered the Sepoys and artillery to halt, and defend 
the convoy againft die Morattoes, flill hovering about, and puflied on 
brifkly with the mam body of Europeans acrofs the hollow way the 
enemy, who expefted to find the Englifh fatigued with a long 
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J 753 an ^ harraffing march, were fo flartlcd at the vivacity of this rao- 
t "" v "— * tion, that they only flayed to give one fire, and then ran away 
with the utmofl precipitation, leaving the Englifli to fimfh their march 
without farther moleftation. As loon as the troops were recovered from 
their fatigue, Major Lawrence approached nearer the enemy’s camp, within 
a mile of which,they had an advanced party, at the village of Caryamon- 
galurn, the grenadiers and 100 men of the battalion were ordered 
to attack this poll, and foon got pofieffion of it ; after which a bat- 
tery of two eighteen pounders was eredted agamft their mtrcnch- 
ment«, at the dillancc of 700 yards . it w as not till now r that the 
Englifli perfectly difcovered the flrengdi of dicir works, which 
confifled of a parapet cannon proof, with redoubts at proper dillanccs, 
a broad and deep ditch, and a good glacis, defended by 30 pieces 
of cannon The battery fired for fome time, but made no im- 
preffion, and the difficult)' of getting provifions mcreafing with the 
diftance from St David, it was thought proper to defill from the 
attempt, and the army returned to Trivadi 

In the mean time, die Morattoes were indefatigable, and being joined 
by a fmall party from Pondicherry, furprized a fort near Chillambrum, 
called Bonagerry, from whehce fort St David drew large fupplies of 
gram : captain Kirpatnck marched with a detachment fo retake the 
place , and upon his approach they abandoned it in the night 
Three months inffedtually employed to bring the enemy to a general 
engagement, convinced Major Lawrence of the ncceffity of altering his 
plan of operations. He confulted with the Nabob on removing 
the war to fome other part of foe country, in order to draw the French 
battalion from their prefent impregnable fituation, but is was not eaiy to 
determine where they fhould carry their arms , and whilfl they were 
deliberating on the choice, fudden and unexpe&ed new's from Tntch- 
anopoly refolved the difficulty, and left them without an option 

Captain Dalton, forefeemg die diftrefies to which the city would be 
reduced after the defeat of his party at the Choultry, had often ques- 
tioned Kiroodin Khan, the governor, on the quantity of provifions 
he had in flore, who always aflured him with great confidence 
that he had fufficient to fupply the garrifbn for four months. For fome 
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time the finall com oys, which got into the city in fpite of the cne- 1753. 
my’s patroles, balanced the daily confumption made out of the v- ^* iy 
magazines } but as loon as the Mylbrean divided his army into two 
camps, all fupphes were cut off, and a party of Sepoys, which had 
been fent into Tondcman's country, were not able to get back. In 
this fituation captain Dalton infilled on examining the magazines, 
when to his great furprizc Kiroodin Khan informed him that he 
had taken advantage of the fcarcity, to fell out the provifions to the 
inhabitants at a high price, not doubting but that opportunities 
of replacing them would offer, and acknowledged that the flock re- 
maining was no more than fufficicnt for 1 5 days m which time 
the army at Trivadi < could hardly receive the. news, and march 
to the relief of the city Expoftulations were vam, for the mif- 
chief was real ; an exprefs was therefore lent with this alarm- 
ing intelligence to Major Lawrence, who received it at 10 at night the 
20th of April, and mftantly lflued orders for the troops to be m rea- 
dmefs to march by day break , when, leaving a garrilbn of 1 50 Euro- 
peans, and 500 Sepoys, at Trivadi, the reft proceeded to Fort 
St David, in order to collcdfc the ncccfiary fupplics of military 
ftores 

The want of horfe having hitherto been the principal obftacle to 
the progrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, it was determined to apply again 
to the king of Tanjore, and 111 order to encourage, or if neceflary to 
awe him into a compliance, it was refolved to proceed to Tntchanopoly, 
through his dominions The army on the 22d of April palled by 
Chillambrum, and as foon as they crofled the Coleroon, the king de- 
puted Succojee, his prime mimfter, 'to compliment the Nabob and Ma- 
jor Lawrence , and when they were arrived at Condoor, ten miles 
from the capital, he defired an interview, and met them half way at 
one of his gardens, where he appeared in great fplendor, accompa- 
nied by 3006 horfe, and 200 Elephants in rich trappings Seeming to 
be convinced that it was his own mtereft to fupport the Nabob, he 
gave orders to his horfe to proceed with him to Tntchanopoly , but 
the ne$t day, after marching a few miles, they left the army, pro- 
mifing, however, to return very foon. 
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but on receiving certain intelligence of Major Lawrence's march, he 
joined the reft of the Myforcans at Scringham, and the country people 
ventured again to bring provifions into the city. 

On the 6th of May, the major arrived in fight of Tritchanopoly, 
and entered the city without meeting any interruption , for none of 
the Mjforcans prefumed to appear on the plain* the number of the 
battalion was greatly dimmifhcd during the march, which was per- 
formed at the fettmg in of the land winds, when they blow with the 
greateft heat and violence, hefidcs fcvcral who died on the road, 
and others who were lent back fick to fort St David, and Devi 
Cotah, loo men unfit for duty were carried into the hofpital at Tritcha- 
nopoly on the da) of their arrival . many had hkevvife delated, parti- 
cularly of the Svvifs, of whom a fcijcant and 15 men went off m 
one day* fo tint the whole, including what the garrifon of Tritchanopoly 
could fparc for the field, amounted, when muftcrcd, to no more than 
500 Europeans, who with 2000 Sepoys, and 3000 horfc m the 
Nabob’s fen ice, compoild the army. 

As foon as Mr. Duplciv was certain what rout they had 
taken, he detached 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, wath four field 
pieces, from die camp near Tnvadi, who marching by the road of 
Vcrdachcllum, Volkondah and Utatoor, joined the Myloreans at Sering- 
liarn, die day after the Enghfti arrived at Tntchanopoly. 

Major Lawrence having allowed the men three days to rcfrcfli 
dicmfclvcs, determined on the 10th of May to pafs over into the 
lfland, and offer the enemy battle, which, if they declined, he rcfolved 
to bombard Senngham, and cannonade their camp the Nabob's ca- 
valry, difcontentcd for want of pay, refufed to take any fliare m the 
adhon The battalion and Sepoys therefore proceeded without them, 
and fetting out at three m the morning in tw 0 divifions, arrived at fix 
at Moota Chcllinoor, a village four miles weft of the city, over 
agatnft the head of the lfland A large body of horfe and foot, 
drawn up on the oppofite fide, feemed determined to defend the pals, 
but were foon difperfed by the firft divifion, and whilft the fecond 
was crofting they retreated towards the pagoda, from whence the My- 
forcans no fooner difeovered the Enghfti forming on the iflnnd, than 
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they fwarmed out in great numbers, and their cavalry, led by the 
Morattoes under the command of Harra-fing, came gallopmg up at a 
great rate, and making a refblute charge on the left of the line, where a 
body of Sepoys were polled, broke through them fivord m hand j but 
the Sepoys feeing three platoons of Europeans advancing to their 
fupport, behaved with fpirit, and rccorenng their ground, kept up 
a linart fire, which after a fevere daughter repulfed the cavalry, 
who made a moll precipitate retreat towards the pagoda, expofed to 
die fire of ten pieces of cannon, eight field pieces which accom- 
panied the troops and two eighteen pounders which captain Daiton 
had lent to the bank of the river. By dus time Mr Aftruc, with the 
French troops and Sepoys marched up, and lodging the greateft part of 
them in a water courfe, where they w'ere effectually fheltered, placed 
his cannon, four field pieces, on an eminence, from whence they made 
a brifk fire. They were anfwered by die Englifh artillery , but as it 
was not thought prudent to make a pu(h at the water courfe, at the 
rifipie of being fallen upon by fuch numbers of cav airy as covered the 
plain, Major Lawrence, to prefen e his mam body from the enemy’s 
cannonade, ordered diem to take fhelter behind a bank, fb that die 
fight was maintained only by the artillery until noon, when a 
party of the enemy’s Sepoys, with fbme Topafles, took pofieffion 
of a large choultry to the left of the Englifh line, which they 
began to incommode with the fire of their mufketry , upon 
this the company of grenadiers, with a detachment of Swifs 
under the command of Captain Polter, were ordered to diflodge 
the Sepoys? which fervice the grenadiers eSedted with great refolu- 
tion, and animated by their fuccefs, purfued the fugitives until 
they mfenfibly gained the flank of the water courfe, where the 
mam body of the French troops was concealed. Thefe on feeing the 
danger which threatened them, prepared to retreat, and were ac- 
tually on the point of abandoning two of their field pieces, when 
captain Poker, who remained with the Swifs at the choultry, and 
from thence could not fee foe enemy’s confufion, fent orders for the 
grenadiers to return Thus was loft one of thole critical moments, on 
which the greateft advantages in war fb often depend, but without 
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any dilpiragcmcnt to the reputation of Poher, whole orders directing 1753. 
him only to diflodge the enemy from the choultry, he would have ' — 
been culpable, had he puflied his fucccfs farther without a fubfequent 
order, which the Major had no rcafon to lend, as from the fituation 
he was in, he could not difeover die diflrcfs of the enemy. On the 
retreat of the grenadiers, the French again took pofleffion of the 
watercourfc, and renewed the cannonade, which laded till the evening, 
when the want of provifions, as well as the cxceflivc fatigue which 
the Englifii troops lnd undergone, obliged them to repafs the river, 
and return to Tritchanopoly , where dicy arrived at 10 at night, 
having without intermiffion been employed 20 hours either in 
march or addon The lofs they fudaincd was much lefs than might 
ha\ c been cxpcCtcd, from the lire to which they had been cxpolcd, 
for only three officers w ere w'oundcd, and two with four private men 
and a few Sepoys killed. 

The operations of diis day dicwcd that die French troops were 
commanded by an abler officer than any who had yet appeared at 
dieir head, and little hopes remaining of diflodgmg the Mylb- 
rcans from die pagoda, Major Lawrence gave his whole at- 
tention to the means of fupplying the city with provifions For 
dns purpofe the army marched into the plain, and encamped at 
Facquire’s Tope, within the intrcnchmcnt which Virana the My- 
fore general had lately abandoned, where diey lay conveniently for pro- 
tecting the convoys coming from Tondeman’s country, proper 
agents, fupported by a detachment of troops, were fent to purchafe 
grain, and at the fame time the King of Tanjore was requefted 
to colleCt and fend fupphes But the Myforcan was not wanting to 
counteract thefe meafures, he kept an agent bodi at Tanjore, and with 
Tondeman, who reprefented, that if Tritchanopoly ffiould once be 
provided with a confiderable dock of provifions, it was not to be 
doubted but that the Nabob and the Englifii would immediately carry 
their arms again into the Carnatic, lfcaving then allies expofed to the 
juft refentment of the regent, who would not fail to take the fevered 
revenge for the fervice they had rendered his enemies This reafoning 
was well adapted to the genius of thofe to whom it was addreffed, for 
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the Indians, never influenced by the principle of gratitude themfelves, do 
not expeiSb to meet with it m others , and accuftomed, after they have 
gamed their ends, to pay no regard to die promifes they have made, 
they gave litde credit to major Lawrence when he aflured them that 
he would never remove from Trilchanopoly, before lie had provided 
for the fafcty of their countries. Nor did die Myforean neglect 
to employ the refource of money to alienate thefe precarious allies; 
in Tondeman's country he bribed the chiefs and officers of fuch dif- 
tridls as lay convenient for fumiflnng provifions, and at Tanjore 
gained over to his intereft the prime minifter Succojee, who intirely 
ruled the King his matter , however the King not wholly unfolhcitous of 
the confequences, if the Englifh fortune fhould change again, palliated 
his refufal with fpecious pretexts, and wrote to die prefidency that the 
enemy’s detachments had already done mifchief to the amount of 
100,000 pounds in bis country, where the harveft was now coming on, 
but that as foon as it was gathered he would not fail to give them all 
the afliftance in his power this pretended mifchief was no more 
than what all other parts of the country had flittered from theMorattoes, 
who m their predatory excurflons made no diftmdbon between the 
territories of friends and foes. 

Thus, notwithftandmg no prudent meafure was negledted, the 
fupplies received were fo far from being fufficient to ttock die maga- 
zines, that it was with difficulty enough was procured for the pre- 
fent confumption of the army and garrilon. In this fituation major 
Lawrence was obliged to remain for five weeks, without having an- 
opportunity of adting agamft the enemy, who determined not 
to expofe themfelves, nntil they were reinforced from the fea 
coaft 

The French troops in this part of the country quitted their, en- 
trenchments on the fame day that the major marched from fort St. 
David, and a detachment of 200 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, attacked 
the village of Tnvadr, but captain Chace, the commanding officer, 
lallying from the fort, repulfcd them r fbme days after they renewed 
the attack, and were again repulfcd by a detachment of 6a Euro- 
peans, and 300 Sepoys, who elated with their fuccefs, quitted the 
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nlhrc, ?nd contnrv to their order marched out mto the plain , the 
Mr.twrs "ho were ft frh(, touting for ftich art opportunity of 
txc'tmc tlie*wfeUc«, infhntly fuTomukd the party, and charging vrh 
great fun , routed them, and cut c\ cry man to p’ccc; 1 his lofs dif- 
ahhrg the ptrnfo.i from making ana mere falhes, the French took 
poficiTin cf the ullage, eroded a battery, and cannonaded the fort. 
The tro-ps within "ere dill fufhcient to hate made a good defence r 
but - mufnv a ro r c, -ml the Unity of the commanding ofttccr’s temper, 
net pcror'Cng him to ice the ticccfitty of making fcvctc examples* 
ri the beg-nring the men, no longer controuhblc, got pofleflion of 
the rrraek, and ir*d with liquor, obliged him to capitulate, and 
were made p'/oners of war' thi« mf fortune nffcdlcd captain 
Chace fo fenfibh, that it threw him into a fever, of which he died 
focn *f:<r at Pomhehcry At the fame time a detachment of 
Mcnttcer, with fome Europeans, appeared before Chdlambmm, where 
die Enghfh kept a fencant with a few artillery -men , as ho difeovenng 
that die governo- w* plotting to delncr them up to the enemy, 
nrrehed ass ay in the night to Dcs i Cotah Nor was the lofs of Uicfc 
place; and their dcptndancies the only detriment which theN ibob’s affairs 
h-d fuflamcd in the Carnatic , for a number of petty commanders, 
feldicrs of fortune, fet up their flandards, and pretending to be autho- 
rized by Mr Duplux and Mo r ari-row, I cued contributions and com- 
mitted violences in all parts of the country E\cn Moruz-ally licanng 
foon after his return to Vclorc that the Englifli did not venture to at- 
tack the French intrcnchmcnts at Tmadi, and that Tntchanopoly was 
hard prefied by die Myiorcan*, took courage, and entertaining thoughts 
of offering die title which Mr Dupleic had conferred upon him, 
ordered his troops to commit hoflilitics in the neighbourhood near 
Arcot IIis force confided of 50 Europeans, with three pieces of can- 
non, v ho accompanied him from Pondicherry, and 2000 Sepoys, 

1 500 horfc, and 500 matchlock Peans, his own troops They plun- 
dered all the villages laying near the city without meeting any inter- 
ruption , for Abdullwahab Khan, the Nabob’s brother, and lieutenant 
m the province, an indolent fenfual man, diffipatcd in his pleafurcs and 
upon his favourites mod of the monies he collc&cd, and gave no 
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attention to the maintaining of a competent force to fupport his authority , 
encouraged by this negligence, Mortiz-ally threatened to attack the city 
of Arcot itfejf, which the prefidency hearing of, dire&ed the com- 
manding officer of the fort to join the Nabob's troops with as many 
Europeans as could prudently be Ipared from the garnfon, and attack 
the enemy in the field Abdullwahab, alarmed for his own fecunty, 
with feme difficulty got together 800 Sepoys, 1000 horfe, and 500 
Peans, all of them the veiy worft troops m the province , they were 
commanded by another of die Nabob’s brothers Nazeabulla, a man 
nearly of the fame character as Abdullwahab This force joined by 40 
Europeans, 200 Englifii Sepoys, with two field pieces under the com- 
mand of enfign Jofeph Smith, marched out of the city on the 21ft of 
April, and when half-way to Velore difcovered the Phoufdar’s army 
drawn up acrofs the road, their right fheltered by the hills It was 
with great reluflance that Nazeabulla Khan could be prevaded upon to 
attack them, although it was evident they would fall on him, as foonf 
as he offered to retreat • enfign Smith began a cannonade, and drove the 
French feveral times from their guns, but a party of 500 excellent 
Sepoys maintained themfelves with much more refolution behind a 
bank, and in feveral attempts that were made to dnve them from it, 
moft of the Engliffi Sepoys were loft The enemy’s cavalry feeing 
tins, attacked the Europeans, but were repulfed by the grape foot, on 
which they puflied at Nazeabulla’s cavalry, who took flight without 
waiting the onfet, and foon after his Sepoys and Peans went off like- 
wife, leaving the Europeans, now reduced to 25 men, with about 40 Se- 
poys, furrounded by the enemy Enfign Smith however kept his 
ground until night, when his men leaving the field ^pieces behind, 
endeavoured, as they could, to 'get back to the city j but they were 
difcovered, and all, excepting three, were intercepted, fome were killed, 
and the reft, amongft whom was enfign Smith, were made pnfoners 
and earned to Velore Fluftied by this fuccefs, Mortiz-ally renewed his 
correipondence with Mr Dupleix, and undertook to beflege Tnnomalee, 
a ftrong fort fituated about 40 miles fouth of Arcot, m the high 
road to Tntchanopoly, and Moran-row moved from Chillambrum to 
vffift in the expedition But Mr Dupleix thinking it of more 
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importance to rcmforcc the army nt Senngham, prevailed on him 
to detach 3000 of his Moratiocs under the command of Innis 
Khan, and joined to them 300 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys. 

As foon as thefe troops armed, the enemy quitted Stringlnm, 
and eroding the Cat cri, encamped on the plain three miles to the 
north of Facquirc’s Tope Their force now confided of 450 
Europeans 1500 well-trained Scpoj«, 8000 Myforc horfc, 3500 
Monttocs, and two companies of Topafics with 1000 Scpojs 
in the fcnicc of die regent, the reft of w'liofl infantry was 
15,000 Penns, armed with matchlocks, fwords, bows and arrows, 
pikes, clubs, and rockets, impetfed weapons worthy the rabble that 
bore them Major Lawrence had onlj the 500 Europeans, and the 2000 
Scpojs he brought with him from thccoaft, but 700 of thefe Scpojs 
were coatmuall) employed in the Polygar’s country, to cfcort the con- 
vojs, his artilkry were eight excellent fix-pounders, of the Nabob’s 
horfc only 100 encamped with the Enghfli, die reft remaining under 
die walls, and peremptorily refufing to march until they were patd their 
arrears. 

There arc, about a mile to the fbuth of Facquirc’s Tope, fbme high, 
mountains called the five rocks, on the fummit of which die Major 
nhvajs kept a ftrong guard of Scpojs but lie bang obliged to go into 
the atj* for the recovery of lus health, the officer who commanded 
during his abfcnce ncglcdlcd to continue this detachment. The enemy 
reconnoitring, and finding this poft without defence, detached m the 
night a ftrong party to take pofltffion of it , and early the next morn- 
ing their whole army was difeovered in motion, aflcmbling under 
dicker of the five rocks, wlulft their advanced cannon plunged into, 
the Enghfli camp, whither the Major immediately returned, but 
found it impoffibic to regain the poft. he however kept his ground 
until night, and then encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer 
the city, behind a fmall eminence which dickered the troops from, the- 
enemy’s artillery , they the next day quitted the camp to the north of 
Facquire’s Tope, and encamped at the five rocks Here they had it in> 
their power mtircly to cut off the fupphes of provifions coming from the 
Polygar’s country, and to intercept the detachment of 70a Sepoys lent 
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to efcort them at the fame time thd great fuperiotity of their num- 
bers, and the advantage of the ground they occupied, rendered an at- 
tack upon their camp impracticable but it was evident that if they were 
not foon diflodged, neither the Englilh army in the field, nor the 
garrifon of the city could fubfift long, to augment the diftrefs a 
ftrong fpirit of defertion arofe amongft the foldiery. In thefc cir- 
cumftances, even the mod fanguine began to lofe hope, and to ap- 
prehend that the city mod be abandoned in order to fave the troops 
from penfiiing by famine. 

The Major had ftationed a guard of 200 Sepoys, on a fmall rock 
fituated about half a mile foutk-weft of his camp, and nearly a mile 
north-eaft of the enemy’s. Mr Aftruc foon difeovered the importance 
of this poft, which if he could get polfefiion of, his artilleiy would 
eafily oblige the Englifii to decamp again, and retire under the walls of 
the city, where, ftill more {heightened, they would probably be reduced 
in a very few days to the neceffity of retreating to their fetdements He 
therefore refolved to attack the poft, and marched early in the morning, 
on the 26 th of June, with his grenadiers and a large body of Sepoys, but 
they meeting with more reliftance than was expected, he ordered the whole 
army to move and fupport them The Major, as foon as he found 
the rock attacked, ordered the picquet guard of the camp, confiftmg of 
40 Europeans, to march and fupport his Sepoys . but afterwards ob- 
fervmg the whole of the enemy’s army in motion, he ordered all his 
troops to get under arms, and leaving 100 Europeans to take care of 
the camp, marched with the reft of his force, which, in Europeans 
did not exceed 300 battalion men, with 80 belonging to the artillery, 
and he had with him no more than 500 Sepoys, for the reft 
were at this time in the city endeavouring to procure rice, of 
which none had been fold in camp firice the enemy appeared 
on the plain. With this fmall force he haftened, as faft as they 
could march, to reach the rock before the enemy’s main body. But 
Mr Aftruc, with the party already engaged in the attack, perceiving 
his approach, made a vigorous effort, and before the Major had got half 
way, the Sepoys who defended the rock, were all either killed, or 
taken pnfoners, and the French colours immediately hoifted This 
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The French troops were ftruck with confternation upon feeing 
thcmfelves thus danngly attacked in the midft of their numerous allies, 
hy fuch a handful of men, and indeed a ftrangcr, taking a mcw of 
the two armies from the top of one of the rocks on the plain, could 
fcarcely ha; e belie; cd that the one ventured to diipute a province with 
the other 

JVTr Aftruc exerted himfelf as a brave and native officer, and with 
difficulty prevailed on his men to keep their ranks with recovered arms, 
until the Englifli gave their fire, which falling m a well levelled dif- 
chaige from the whole battalion, and feconded by a hot fire from the 
rock, together with a difcharge of grape fliot from the firft field piece that 
ame up, threw them into irreparable difordcr, they ran away with 
le utmoft preapitation, leaving three pieces of cannon, with fome ara- 
luniUon carts behind them The Morattoes immediately made a 
allant effort to cover their retreat by flinging thcmfelves between, and 
>me of the grenadiers, w'ho had run forward to fetze die field pieces, fell 
nder their fabres. Animated by this fuccels, they attacked the 
attahon, puflnng m feveral charges up to the very bayonets, and en- 
ieavounng to cut down the men, who conftandy received them with 
i> much fteadmels, that they were not able to throw a Angle platoon 
ito diforder . at length having differed much, and loft feveral of their 
>eft men by the inceflant fire of the line, they defifted from their 
ttacks, and retreated to the mam body of the Myloreans : amongft 
heir dead w r as Ballapah, one of their principal officers, brother in-law 
o Morari-row, a very gallant man, much efteemed by the Englifli, 
vho had often feen him exert himfelf with great bravery when fight- 
ng on their fide * he had broke his fword in cutting down a grenadier, 
vhen another, ;vho was loading his piece, and law his comrade fall, 
hot both ball and ramrod through his Body. In the mean time the 
r rench never halted until they got into the rear of the Mylore army, 
a, hen their officers prevailed on them to get into order again, and drew 
hem up m a line with their allies, from whence they fired their two re- 
naming field pieces with great vivacity, although the {hot did not reach 
tbove half way. 
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The Major remained three hours at 'the foot of the rock, in order to 
give them an opportunity of renewing the fight, but finding that 
they {hewed no inclination to move towards him, he prepared to re- 
turn to hib camp, leaving them to take pofiefiion of the rock ag ain 
at their peril , for fincc the lofs of the 200 Sepoys that defended it in. 
the beginning of the a£hon, he did not think it prudent to expofe ano- 
ther detachment to the fame nfque, at fuch a difiance from his mam 
body The three guns with the pnlbners were placed m the center, 
and the troops marching in platoons on each fide, the artillery was 
difinbuted m the front, rear, and intervals of the column The rear 
had fcarcely got clear of the rock into the plain, when the whole of the 
enemy's cavalry fet up their fliout, and came funoufly on, flouriflung their 
fwords as if they were refolved to exterminate at once the handful of men 
that oppofed them Whoever has feen a body of ten thoufand horfe ad- 
vancing on the full gallop all together, will acknowledge with the 
Marefchals Villars and Saxe that their appearance is tremendous, be 
their difeipline or courage what it will , and fuch an onfet would doubt- 
lefs have difeoncerted untried foldiers, but the enemy had to deal with 
Veterans equal to any who have done honour to the Bntifh nation , men 
convinced by repeated experience that a body of well-difciplined in- 
fantry would always prevail againft irregular cavalry, let their numbers 
be ever fo great. In this confidence they halted, and without 
the leaft emotion, waited for the enemy, who were fuffered to come fuf- 
ficiently near before the fignal was given to the artillery officers: 
the cannonade then began from eight fix pounders, loaded with 
grape, and was kept up at the rate of eight or ten {hot m a mfnute 
from each piece, fo well directed that every {hot went amongft 
the croud, as was vifiblc by the numbers that dropped . this loon 
{topped their career, and they flood a white like men aftomfiied 
by the fall of thunder , but finding no intermifiion of the fire, and 
that- the battalion and Sepoys referved theirs with recovered arms, they 
went to the right about, and got out of reach as faft as they had come 
on, leaving the troops to return quietly to their camp. 

Thus was Tritchanopoly faved by a fuccefs, which aftomfiied even 
thofe who had gained it , nor was the attempt, however defperate it 
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might Teem, juflified by the fuccefs alone , for as the city would inevi- 
tably have fallen if the Eogbfh had remained inactive, fo the lofs of 
it would have been haflcncd only a few days if they had been de- 
feated , and major Lawrence undoubtedly afted with as much fagacity 
as fpirit m rifqueing every thing to gam a viflory, on which alone de- 
pended the prefervation of the great objc£t of the war. 

The enemy difpirited by their dcfc.it, began to difagrec amongfl them- 
felves , the Myforeans, and French, reciprocally imputing their ill fuc- 
cefs to one another, and the Morattoes with great rcafon to both ; 
their parties appeared lefe frequently on the plain m the day, and none 
ventured to patrole in the night . the Englifh Sepoys m Tondcman’s 
country availing thcmfelves of this interval, quitted the woods, and 
joined the camp in the night, with a convoy of provifions which fur- 
niflied a flock for fifty days This neceffary objeft being provided for, the 
Major determined to avoid coming again to a general engagement, be- 
fore he was joined by foine troops, which the arrival of the fliips from 
Europe enabled the prclidency to fend into the field they were or- 
dered to march through the Tanjore country, and as a body of cavalry 
was flill more neceffary to enable the army to adt with vigour agamft 
an enemy which had fuch numbers, he refolved to proceed without 
delay to Tanjore, m hopes' that whilft he was waiting for the rein- 
forcement, the appearance of the army and the reputation of their late 
fuccefs might determine the king to declare openly, and furm/h the affift- 
ance of horfe, of which the Englifh flood fb much m need The pre- 
fence of the Nabob, being thought neceffary to facilitate the negotia- 
tion, he prepared to march with the army , but on the evening that 
he intended to quit the city, his difeontented troops affembled in the 
outer court of the palace, and clamouring declared that they would 
not fuffer him to move, before he had paid their arrears , in vain were 
arguments to convince this rabble, more infolcnt becaufe they had 
never rendered any effcntial fervice, that his going to Tanjore was the 
only meafure from which they could hope for a chance of receiving 
their pay they remained inflexible, and threatened violence, upon 
which captain Dalton fenf a meffenger to the camp, from whence the 
grenadiei company immediately marched into the city, where they 
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were joined by ico of the garrifon >v and all together forcing their way 
into the palace, they got the Nabob into his palankeen, and efcorted 
him to the camp furrounded by zoo Europeans with fixed bayonets , 
the malecontcnts not daring to offer him any outrage as he was pafiing, 
'nor on the other hand was any injury offered to them . for notwith- 
ftanding' fiich proceedings in more civilized nations rarely happen, 
and are juftly efteemed mutiny and treafon, yet m Indoftan they 
are common accidents, and arife from fuch caufes as render it dif- 
ficult to afccrtain whether the prince or his army is moft in fault The 
Nabob had certainly no money to pay his troops, fb far from it 
that the Englifh had now for two years furmfhed all the expence 
of their own troops in the field • but it is a maxim with every prince 
in India, let his wealth be never fb great, to keep his army in long 
arrears, for fear they fliould defert This apprehenfion is perhaps not 
unjuflly -entertained of hirelings colledled from every part of a defpo- 
tick empire, and infcnfible of notions of attachment to the pnnee or 
caufe they ferve* but from hence the foldiery accuftomed to excufes 
when dictated by no neceflity, give no credit to thofe which are made 
to them, when there is a real impoflibility of fatisfymg their demands ; 
and a weaknefs common to moft of the princes of Indoftan, concurs not 
a little to increafe this miftruft in all who ferve them , for the vain notions 
m which they have been educated mfpire them with fuch a love of out- 
ward fliew, and the enervating climate in which they are born renders 
them fo mcapable of refiftmg the impulfes of fancy, that nothing is 
more common than to fee them purchafing a jewel or ornament of 
great price, at the very time that they are in the greateft diftrefs for 
money to anfwer the neceflities of the government Hence, mftead 
of being fhockcd at the clamours of their foldiery, they are accuftomed 
to live m expedition of them, and it is a maxim m their condudt to 
hear them with patience, unlefs the croud proceed to violence , but in 
order to prevent this they take care to attach to their interefts fome prin- 
cipal officers with fuch a number of the beft troops as may ferve 
on emergency to check the tumult, which is rarely headed by a man 
of diftmdtion But when his affairs become defperate by the fuccefs 
of afupenor enemy, the prince atones feverely for his evafions, by a to- 
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tal defection of Ids army, or by fuffermg fuch outrages as the Nabob 
Mahomed-ally would in all probability have been e\pofcd to, had he 
not been refeued m the manner- we have defenbed. 

As foon as the Nabob arrived in the camp, major Lawrence began 
his march, and in order to avoid the enemy’s cavalry ftruck into the 
thick woods, which fkirt the plain of Tntchanppoly to the fouth . the 
approach of the army feemed to determine the king of Tanjore ■ to 
furnifli the afliftance they were coming to demand, and not to give him 
any unneceffary umbrage by proceeding abruptly to his capital, the 
Major refolved to halt for fome time at a diftancc, and encamped at Co- 
nandercoile, a town m the woods half-way between Tritcbanopoly and 
Tanjore , where, at the expiration of ten days he received advice from, Mr. 
Palk, who had been deputed to the king, that he had prevailed upon 
him to declare openly, and that orders were given to Monack-jee the 
general to afiemble the Tanjorme troops On which the Enghfh army 
proceeded to Tanjore, where it was determined to remain until they 
were joined by the reinforcement expected from fort St David 

Of all the Nabob’s cavalry, no more than fifty accompanied him, 
the reft remained encamped under the walls of Tntchanopoly, and a 
few days after the departure of the Englifh army went in a body, and 
informed captain Dalton that they intended to go over to the enemy, 
with whom they had made their terms, definng at the fame time that 
he would not fire upon diem as they were marching off This, as 
he was very glad to get rid of fuch a dangerous incumbrance, he readily 
pronufed, and they went away unmolefted at noon-day. 

The enemy, having now no other immediate objefl, gave their 
\vhole attention to blockade the city, which they, were in a condition 
to effeCt without much difficulty , for their fuperiority in Europeans 
deterred the garrifon from venturing without the walls to interrupt their 
night patroles, as was their cuftom when they had only die Myforeans 
and Morattoes to encounter However captain Dalton took the precaution 
of undermining m a dark night the pofts of Warnore and Weycon- 
dab, to the weft of the city , the defences of Warnore were ruined, 
but the explofion failed at Weycondah. 


The 
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Tfac late fupplics of provifions bang entirely referred for the life of i 
the gamfon, the inhabitants were left to provide for thcmfcl.es, and' - ’ 
rice was now fold in the market for half a crown the mcafurc, about 
an Englifh quart, which was fifteen times dearer than the common 
price , and fire- wood was foarccly to be procured at any rate This 
fcaicity foon obliged them to quit their habitations, and in left than a 
month this fpacious city, which had formerly contained 400,000 perfons, 
was left almoft defohtc, for the military people who remained in it, 
foldicrs and artificers of all denominations, did not exceed 2000 men : 
Of thefe the Nabob’s Pcans as being capable of no other fen ice tlr>n to gi\ e- 
an alarm, were ported between the outward and inward wall, their 
number was about 1000 • the fepoys, 600, were ftationcd round the 
ramparts, and the Europeans, about 200, were appomted, fome to 
guard the gates, whilft the reft lay on their arms every night, in, 
readmefs to march to any quarter where the alarm might be gn cn. 

Vigilance fupplicd as much as pofiiblc the defedt of numbers , nc- 
vcrthclcft it was vifible that the city, thus flcndcrly garnfoned, would 
run great rdque if the enemy attempted a vigorous afiault by night : 
nor were they entirely without fuch intentions, for the French pre- 
pared fealing ladders, and often fent parties to found the depth of the 
ditch, but thefo were always difeovered and beat off before thci could 
accompltfii their defign In the mean time, Mr Duplcix, ftrenuoufiy 
importuned Mr Bremer who had fuccccdcd Mr. Aftmc m the com- 
mand, to attempt an efcaladc at all events, and fuggdlcd to him a 
mctliod of getting the information he wanted by fending one Dc 
Cattans an intelligent officer, as a defirtcr, into the town: the man 
was promifed the command of a company, and thirty thoufand rupee- , 
for which he not only undertook to find out the proper fpat where the) 
fiiould place their fealing ladder*, but alfo to nwinfun a ccrrdp-\adcacc 
■with the Trench prifoncr*, who were to break looft, and fci"c the *rm r of 
the guard, and attack the quar.crs cf the Enghfh v hiliT the -’fT-'iIt 
was made on the wall*. He was ad rutted in o the cm, and f- 1 that 
lie came to offer his fen ice to the Tnylitli, being difgufied bv an m- 
juft cciifurc wh'ch had been cart o 1 his cr" hurt in tl'= letc l*:r’e 
at the golden rock, an o.cr-fin^ed afcitauc-i cf frer’ rtf m h • 
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behaviour gave captain Dalton fome fufpicions, and two (pics were 
fct to watch his actions, who at different times dilcovcrcd hun mca- 
furing the calibre of the guns, taking a furvey of the works, and 
fathoming die height of the wall with k lead and line, after which 
he threw notes through the windows to the French priloncrs. There 
was in the garnfon a French foldicr whole fidelity to the Enghfii 
might be depended on , this man engaged to detett his countryman 
ftill more effectually, and fulErcd Jumfelf to be chadded m his fight 
by captain Dalton for fome pretended ncgleCt , after \\ Inch he afflCted 
fuch a refentment for this treatment, that Dc Cattans gate him lus entire 
confidence, offering hun a great reward if he would afiift in the 
execution of his plan The foldicr laid he was not made for great en- 
terprizcs, but offered to defert the firft night he fiiould be on guard at 
the barrier, and to carry a letter, provided De Cattans would affine 
him of a pardon for having delerted from the French. This the other 
readily agreed to, and gate him a pardon in form figned with his 
name, to which he added the title ** of plenipotentiary of die mar- 
quis Dupleiv” At the fame time lie delivered to him a letter for 
Mr Brenier which contained a full and cvadl defeription of the defences of 
die place, and fome commendations on his ow r n addrefs in deceiving the 
Enghfii commandant, whom he deilnbcd as a aery young man, that 
placed more confidence m him than in any of his own officers The 
foldicr carried the letter to captain Dalton, who immediately caufcd 
De Cattans to be arreffed, at firft he denied the fadt, but on feeing Ins 
own writing, defired that he might not fuffer the difgrace of being 
hanged, but have die honour of being fliot by a file of mulketecrs 
He was told tnat lus fate could not be decided before major Law- 
rence armed, captain Dalton, how’ever, delimits of drawing the enemy 
into a fnarc by the fame means which they had employed agamft 
himfelf, pronnfcd the criminal to intercede for his pardon provided 
he would wnte a letter to Mr Brenier, and prevail upon him to at- 
tempt an cfcalade at fuch a part as he, captain Dalton, fiiould dic- 
tate , this De Cattans readily agreed to , the place fixed upon was 
Dalton’s batter)', on the w'eft-fide, not far from the northern angle, as 
being more acceffible than any other from without, but the defences 
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nnd retrenchments within were Wronger than any where cHc. A black 
follow undertook to carry the letter for eight rupees, and Mr. Bremer, 
giving him twenty fent him back with a letter to De Cattans, promifing 
to put his plan into execution, and defiring him to write frequently In 
vain did the garrifon watch fcvcral nights fucccfiivcly, hoping that the 
enemy would make the afiault , but the various reports which they receiv- 
ed of major Lawrence’s arrival, kept them in fucli a continual buflle 
and alarm, that thej could not fparc a night for the execution of this 
cntcrprizc, notwithflandmg they appeared convinced of its practicability. 

The Myloreans finding that the cxplofion made at Wcycondah, had 
done little damage, took pofiefiion of this port, and mounting two 
fmall pieces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 300 horfe and fome 
Peans under the walls, and as the garrifon of Tntchanopoly had 
not lately ventured into the field, thofc troops flept in pcrfedl fecunty 
without a Angle ccntinel Captain Dalton receiving intelligence of 
their negligence, rcfolvcd to beat up their quarters, and chufing a 
time when it was very dark, a party of 400 men, moftly Sepoys, 
marched up clofe to the tents, and made a general difeharge amongft 
them before they were once challenged. The Sepoys got fome 
liorfes and arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach before 
the enemy were fufficiently rouzed to do more than fire a few iliot 
at random. 

At length, after remaining a month clofely blockaded, and obliged 
to be continually on their guard, the garrifon received advice that the 
Major was approaching he was joined by the Tanjonne army, 
confiftmg of 3000 horfe, and 2000 matchlocks, under the command 
of Monack-jce, as alfo by the expedted reinforcement from fort St 
David, of 170 Europeans and 300 Sepoys On the 7th of Au- 
guft, the army arrived at Dalaway’s choultry, fituated clofe to the 
fouthern bank of the Caven, fix miles caft of Tntchanopoly, where 
they were detained the next day by the falling of a heavy ram, which 
rendered the country between the choultry and city impafiable. This 
obliged them to ftrike to the fouth-weft, and the 9th in the morning 
they continued their march, efcortmg a convoy of feveral thoufand 
bullocks provided by the Nabob, and faid to be laden with provifions , 
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1753, fignals from the top of the rock in Tntchanopoly, not only apprized 
them that the enemy were in motion, but hkewife pointed out the 
difpofitions they were making. Their cavalry in different parties 
extended from the French rock to the golden rock: at the fugar 

, loaf rock, as being the place where major Lawrence would firft come 
withm their reach, they kept their main body of Europeans ahd 
Sepoys, together with their artillery, and a detachment took poC- 
fellion of the golden rock The major, when arrived about a mile 
fouth-eaft of the fugar loaf, halted, and having confuted the enemy’s 
difpofition, formed his line and ordered his march m confoquence of it 
To preferve the baggage and provifions from the enemy’s fire, he deter- 
mined not to attempt a pafiage through the polls they occupied , but 
to march round the golden rock, whilft the convoy with the Nabob 
and his retinue efcorted by the Tanjonne troops, moved on atTome 
diflance on the left flank of the Europeans and Sepoys It was ne- 
ceflary at all events to drive the enemy from the golden rock, fince 
their fire from hence might greatly incommode the line of march , 
but as a fiifpicion of the Majors intentions to pals that way, would 
naturally induce them to reinforce this poll, he refblved to divert their 
attention, by halting, and forming as if he intended to march diredlly 
and attack their main body at the fugar loaf rock. This flratagem had 
the defired effedt * monfieur Bremer, not an acute officer, recalled the 
greateft part of his detachment from the golden rock, and with much 
buftle got his troops in order to receive the Major who in the mean 
time detached the grenadiers and 800 Sepoys from the front of the line, 
ordering them to defile behind the convoy which fhll proceeded on, 
and to march with all poflible expedition and attack the golden rock. 
Mr. Bremer did not perceive this motion before it was too late to prevent 
the effedt of it, he however inftantly font forward 1000 horfe at full 
gallop to intercept the Englifh party, and at the fame time detached 
300 Europeans to reinforce the guard at the rock. The cavalry foon 
came up with the Englifh party, and endeavoured to retard their march 
by caracolling and galloping about as if they intended to charge , but 
tl\e grenadiers did not fuffer themfelves to be amufed by thefo motions, 
and fired hotly upon them without flackening their pace, nor made 3 
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halt until they had mounted the rock, drove the enemy down, and plant- 
ed their colours on the top, which they accomphfhed before the enemy’s 
party of infantry, marching from the fugar loaf rock, had got half way . 
who feeing the poft they were fent to reinforce loft, had not the heart 
to make a pufli to recover it , but halted, and taking fhelter behind a 
bank, began to cannonade the grenadiers and Sepoys at the golden rock 
with four field pieces By this time Mr Bremer with the reft of the 
French troops, had proceeded a little way from the fugar loaf rock, to 
fupport his advanced party ; but feeing them halt, he halted hkewife 
So that the main body of the Englifh troops continued their march, and 
fecured the pofleffion of the golden rock without interruption The 
Tanjonnes foon after came up with the baggage, and were ordered to re- 
main with it in the rear. The Englifh artillery were now warmly em- 
ployed againft the cannon of the enemy’s advanced party, of whom 
none but the artillery men were expofed, for the reft kept clofe behind 
the bank The Englifh battalion was drawn up in the open plain with- 
out fhelter, and m this fituation fuffered confiderably, whilft their artil- 
lery did little mifchief to the enemy , however the fhot that flew over 
the bank went amongft a large body of horfe who were drawn up in the 
rear of the advanced party, and flung them into confufion , which cap- 
tain Dalton obferving, he Tallied from the city with two field pieces, 
and the cavalry finding themfelves between two fires, hurried out of reach, 
feme to the eaft, and others to the weft In the mean time feveral of 
the Englifh battalion were ftruck down, and major Lawrence obferving 
that the enemy's main body made no motion to join the advanced 
party, determined to make a pufh, and dnve thefe troops from the advan- 
tageous ground of which they had taken pofleffion The grenadiers, 
with 200 more Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, were ordered to march and 
attack them, whilft major Lawrence remained at the golden rock with the 
reft ready to fupport them if repulfed, or if fuccefsful, to join and purfue 
the advantage bv driving the beaten party on the enemy’s main body The 
fuccefs of this attempt depending m a great meafure on making the attack 
before the enemy’s main body could move up to the fuccourof their party, 
the Englifh for more expedition marched without any field pieces, 
but the artillery was notwithftanding not idle, for they fired continually 
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from the mam body to deter the enemy’s cavalry from attacking the 
flanks of the party as they marched. The officer appointed to lead the 
attack, inftead of following his orders, winch directed him to come to 
the pufli of bayonet without helitation, fent word that he could not 
execute them without artillery, and that he was halted, waiting for it 
Upon this major Lawrence inftantly quitted the mam body, and 
galloping up, put himfelf at the head of the party, and led them on. 
The troops, animated by his example, marched on with great ipint, keep- 
ing their order, notwithftanding they were galled by a very fmart fire 
from the enemy’s artillery, which ftruck down feveral men, and amongft 
them captain Kirk, at the head of the grenadiers thefe bra\e fellows, 
whom nothing during the war had ever daggered, could not fee the death 
of the officer they loved without emotion. Captain Kilpatrick feeing 
them at a (land, immediately put himfelf at their head, and defired them, 
if they loved their captain as much as he valued his friend, to follow 
him, and revenge his death . roufed in an mftant by this fprnted ex- 
hortation and example, they fvvore m their manner, that they would 
follow him to hell. In this temper they puflied on j and m order to 
prevent the enemy from retreating to their mam body, marched to gam 
their right flank * the enemy had not the courage to ftand the flipck, 
but quitted the bank m great precipitation, and leaving three field pieces 
behind them, ran away towards Weycondah, expofed great part of die 
way to the fire of the two field pieces which, captain Dalton had brought 
out of the city, every fhot of which, for feveral difeharges, took off two 
or three men The enemy’s mam body now, when too late, began 
to move to the afliflance of their party, but feeing them irretrievably 
defeated, and perceiving at the fame time the main body of the Enghfh 
advancing from the golden rock, they loft courage, and without waiting 
to give or receive a fire, ran off m great confufion towards the five rocks, 
expofed to a fevere cannonade from the rear divifion of the Englifh 
artillery which had been left at the golden rock with the baggage , 
the Tanjonne horfe remained fpeCtators of their flight without taking 
advantage of it, by falling on them (word m hand, which if they had 
done, few would have efeaped, fe that the lofs which they fuftam- 
ed in Europeans did not exceed ioo men killed and wounded of 
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the Englifli battalion about 40 men were either killed or difablcd, 
and on both tides, principally by cannon {hot. 

Monack-jcc endeavoured to cxcufc his ncglctt by allcdging that the fol- 
hcitudc of the Nabob and his coinmiflarics for the fafety of the convoy, 
made him unwilling to leave it expofed to the enemy’s cavaliy which 
hovered round m large bodies : but this was no good rcafon, for major 
Lawrence immediately on the enemy’s retreat fent him orders to purfue, 
and the battalion were marching back to lecurc the convoy. As loon 
as the enemy were out of fight, die army with the convoy proceeded to 
the city, where on taking an account of the provilions before they were 
lodged in the magazines, it was found that the quantity did not exceed 
300 bullock loads, and this not a little damaged . which, m weight not 
being more than 30,000 pound', was fcarccly fufficicnt to fupply the 
Europeans and Sepoys 10 days It would be difficult to find an example 
of fo great a negligence, in lo cficntial a fervicc, which had coft lb much 
pains and rifquc, excepting m die irregular and indolent admimftration of 
a Moonfh government m Indoftan , and indeed the Englilh themfelves were 
much to blame for trufting this important charge entirely to the conduct 
of the Nabob and his officers, who had loaded the reft of the bullocks, 
for there were near 4000, with their own baggage and a heap of trum- 
pery not worth the carriage 

The enemy removed their tents and baggage as foon as it was dark 
from the fugar loaf rock to Weycondah, where they encamped all to- 
gether in fo ftrong a fituation, protefted by the fire of that port, that 
they could not be attacked with any profpeft of fuccefs The Myforeans 
had always drawn their provifions from their own country , and as there 
was little probability of procuring plenty to the city whilft the enemy re- 
mained on the plain, the Major, as foon as the troops were a little re- 
frefhed, marched out, and taking a circuit encamped at the five rocks, 
intending to intercept their convoys coming from the eaftward, and thus 
retaliate the diftreffes which they had fo often brought upon his army At 
the fame time Monack-jee, m order to fecure the communication with 
Tanjore, undertook to reduce Elimiferum, where the enemy had left a 
garnfon of 200 Sepoys and a few Europeans, who fubmitted to him after 
a little refiftance. 

Major 
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Major Lawrence now ordered De Cattans to be hanged in fight of the 
Enemy’s advanced guards * he died with great refblution, but fhewed 
much concern that he had endeavoured to betray captain Dalton, who 
had received him with fo much holpitahty and kindnefs. As the Englifh 
had condefcended to employ this delinquent agamft his 'own country- 
men, after he was detected, his life ought to have been fpared 

The Enemy ftill remaining at Weycondah, major Lawrence made a 
motion towards them on the 23d, upon which they decamped m a hurry, 
and leaving part of their baggage, with a gun and fome ammunition 
behind, made a diforderly retreat to Mootachellinoor, a ftrong poft on the 
bank of theCaveri, which lecured their communication withSeringham . 
the next day major Lawrence took pofiefiion of the ground they had 
abandoned with an intention to tend forward fome artillery near enough 
to cannonade them , but this defign was unexpectedly fruftrated, for the 
next day a reinforcement, equal to the whole of the Englifh force, appeared 
on the bank of the Coleroon. It confified of 3000 Morattoes, a great 
number of Peans, and fome Topafies under the command of Morari- 
row, together with 400 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with fix guns 
Moft of thefe Europeans arrived in the end of June from the ifland 
of Mauritius, where they had been difctplmed , and Mr Dupleix com- 
mitted a great error m not fending diem immediately, together with 
Morari-row’s troops, to Tntchanopoly, more efpecially as the fignal 
defeat of the French and Myfbreans at the golden rock might have 
convinced him that they would hardly be able to prevent the En- 
glifh, when reinforced by the troops of Tanjore, from making their way 
good to the city with the convoy but his vanity on this occafion con- 
founded his good fenfe , for treating the battle of the golden rock as a 
trifling fkirmifh, and attributing the ill fuccefs of it to fome pretended 
accidents common to the fortune of war, he feemed to difdain fending 
any farther affiftance to an army which he confidently aflerted could 
not fail to overpower their enemies m a very few days, he therefore 
detained this force to make conquefts in the Carnatic , but the wilful 
difpofition of Moran-row fruftrated in a great meafure this defign for 
regarding no injunctions excepting thofe of the Myfbrean, who was afraid 
to give him pofiuve orders, the Morattoe traveifed the province accord- 
ing 
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mg to his own inclination, without keeping his force united, or ailing 
m concert with the troops of Pondicherry. However Mr Duplex 
purfumg his plan as well as he was able, detached immediately after the 
capture of Chillambrum a large body of Sepoys, accompanied by fome 
Morattoes, to attack the pagoda of Verdachellum , this force was led 
by one Haffan Ally, who had long been commander m chief of the 
French Sepoys, and had diftmguifhed himfelf fo much in this employ- 
ment that the French king had honoured him with a gold medal in 
token of his fervices , this" man was taken at Senngham with Mr Law, 
and the Englifh knowing his capacity kept him a clofe pnfoner at fort St. 
David, from whence, however, he had lately contrived to efcapc, being ear- 
ned through the guards in a bafket which they imagined to contain lumber. 
The garnfon of Verdachellum confided only of 50 Sepoys commanded by 
a ferjeant, who furrendered after a flight refiftance , from hence Haffan 
Ally, joined by 50 Europeans, proceeded toTrmomalee, where they found 
Moran-row with the greateft part of his force affifting, according to his 
promife, the troops of Velore, who were laying clofe fiege to the place. 
The army of the befiegers now amounted to 6000 cavalry, 5000 Se- 
poys, and 100 Europeans, including the 50 which Mortiz-ally kept m 
his own pay The garnfon, 1 500 men, commanded by Barkatoola, a 
faithful fervant to the Nabob, and a gallant officer, defended themfelves 
with much bravery, making frequent Tallies, and in one they fur- 
prizcd and beat up the quarters of die Morattoes, killing many of their 
horfes , this lofs, the mod fenfible that the Morattoes can feel, deter- 
mined Moran-row to look out for eafier conquefts , and leaving the 
Phoufdar’s troops to continue the fiege as they could, he marched away, 
with an intention to lay fiege to Palam Cotah, a fort in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chillambrum Here he was joined by a party of 3 50 Eu- 
ropeans, who endeavoured to prevail on him to march with diem and 
attack the Englifh fettlement of Devi Cotah, but Moran-row, apprehen- 
five of the lofs he might fufter in this attempt, refufed to accompany 
them On this difference they feparated, the French marching towards 
the woods of Wanor-pollam, in hopes of levying contribution from the 
Polygar , and the Morattoe to Trinomalee. Here, a few days after his 
arrival, he received letters from the regent, informing him of his dif- 
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trcfs fincc his convoys from Myfore began to be intercepted, and. 
definng him in the mod prefling terms to move immediately to Scringham 
with his whole force , and Mr Duplcix advifing him at the fame time 
that he intended to fend all the Europeans he could bring into the field, 
the Morattoe, calling in all his ftragglcrs, hurried back to Chillambrum, 
which was appointed the place of general rendezvous , from lienee the 
whole reinforcement proceeded by very expeditious marches to Tntcha- 
nopoly, in fight of which they arrived on the 24th of Auguft. 

Their appearance at fo critical a conjundture did not fail to raifc the 
enemy’s fpmts, who tefhfied their joy by firing falutes and exhibiting 
fireworks for three days fucccfiively, at the fame time making the nccet 
fary preparations for coming to die plains again , nhilft the Enghfli and 
their allies faw themfdvcs under the nccefiity of taking their rnea- 
fures to aft again on the defenfive, under the fame difad vantages to 
which they had been conftantly fiibjcdt, excepting m the fiiort interval 
fince the laft defat of the enemy but eien in this interval they had 
not been able to get more provifions than fufficed for the daily confump- 
tion , for as their force was not fufficient to fparc confiderable cfcorts at a 
diflance for the time nccefiary to colled! large fupplies, what they re- 
ceived came daily in final] quantities, about 100 bullock loads at a 
time, which indeed had lately joined the camp without much difficulty. But 
it was evident that the enemy’s detachments would now fcour the plain 
again as ufual, the Major therefore, to dimimfh die nfk of his convoys 
coming from the eaftward, quitted the neighbourhood of Weycondah as 
fbon as their reinforcement appeared, and encamped on the fame 
ground which he had formerly occupied a little to the north of the Fac- 
quire’s Tope The enemy three days after quitted Mootachclhnoor, and 
encamped at the five rocks, where their army covered a great extent of 
ground, for they had likewife been reinforced from Myfore. From the 
great fuperionty of their numbers, the Major expected that they would 
attack him m his camp, and ordered his men to deep on their arms , 
but they contented themfelves with following their former plan 
of intercepting the convoys And the very next day, the 28th, near 
3000 horfe, Morattoes and Myforeans, attacked an efcort of 100 Euro- 
peans with great vigour , but the men, accuftomed to fuch encounters, 
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prefervcd thcmfclves and the convoy by not patting with their fire, al- 1753 
though the enemy rode up ieveral times to the very bayonets 
The prcfidency of Madrais hearing of the reinforcement which Mr. 
Dupleix had fen t to Senngham, determined to flrengthen their own 
army with all the men that could be fpared for the field, and fent 
them m one of the company’s l hips to Devi Cotah , and the Major, 
m order to facilitate the jundhon of thefe troops, as well as to pro- 
tefl; his convoys, determined to encamp farther to the eaftward , and 
fending off his baggage in the night, marched at day break the firft 
of September over the plain in full view of the enemy, and pitched 
his camp at a little diftance to the fouth-eaft of the French rock This 
ground was well chofen, for the right flank was prote&ed by fome 
pieces of artillery mounted on the rock, which were flanked by the 
cannon of the city The front of the camp was for the moft part fe- 
cured by a morafs, and the rear by fwamps and rice fields The 
Tanjonnes were exceedingly delighted with the fecurity in which 
they here found themfelves, for they had before began to dro'op with 
apprehenfions of having their quarters beat up by the Morattoes , and 
Monack-jee exerting all his influence amongft his countrymen, prevailed 
on the merchants who dealt in rice, to bring frequent fupplies of gram, 
although m fmall quantities The enemy's fcouts gave them fuch good 
intelligence of the approach of the convoys that few efcaped unat- 
tacked, but being conftantly fupported by detachments of Europeans, 
they made their way good to the camp , not indeed without fome lofs, 
fince it was impoffible in the tumult to prevent the bullocks and cooleys 
from flinging down their loads and taking flight However what arrived 
was fufficient for the daily wants, but fo little more, that if two or three 
convoys had been cut off, the army would have been obliged to have had 
recourfe to the fmall flock which was laid up in the city The enemy, as 
if determined to reduce them to this diftrefs, moved from the five 
rocks, and encamped at the fugar loaf, extending from hence to the 
golden rock Here the regent and Morari-row having intelligence of 
the reinforcement of which the Englifh were in expedition, preflingly 
intreated the French ’to attack their tamp before thofe troops arrived, 
but Mr. Aftruc declined the attempt, and contented himfelf with wait- 
ing 
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ing for lefs hazardous opportunities of dimmifhing their force • at length 
the Englifh reinforcement arrived on the 1 9th of September, at Kclh 
Cotah, a fort x 5 miles cart of the city : and never perhaps had two 
armies remained 18 days m fo extraordinary a fituadon, both encamped 
on the opeh plain without a bufh on it, at about two miles diflance 
-from each other, fo that with their glades, they could fee one another 
fitting at dinner xn their tents, and a cannon fhot from die advanced 
pofts might eafily reach the oppofite camp, but as the fwamps m the 
rear of both the camps did not permit cither to move farther back, bodi 
refrained from commencing a cannonade, the Englifh defired nothing 
more than to keep their battalicn unimpaired until the arrival of their 
reinforcement, but for this very reafbn the French ought to have taken all 
opportunities of dirmniflung their number Major Law rence now appre- 
hending nothing fo much, as that the enemy might fend a large detach- 
ment to intercept his reinforcement, determined if pofiible to divert 
their attention by cannonading their camp, and the day in which 
the troops were ordered to march from Kelli Cotah, an eighteen pounder, 
lent from the city, was mounted about halF a mile fouth-w eft of the 
French rock, on the bank of the water-courfc that interfeds the 
plain, and early in the morning die 16th of September, it began to 
fire fmartly , every fhot was feen to ftnke amongft the tents of the 
French battalion, who after having bore die mfult patiently for two 
hours, detached their three companies of grenadiers with a large 
body of their allies, horfc and foot, to attack die party ported with 
the eighteen pounder, upon which motion the Major immediately 
threw a reinforcement into the vvatercourie of 250 European", 800 
Sepojs, and three field pieces under the command of captain Charles 
Campbell, w*ho defended it fo well that die enemy were obliged 
to defift from their attempt, and retreat to dieir camp, not w ithout a 
confiderable lofs, for they had bore for fome time a fmart cannonade 
from five pieces of cannon upon the fbuth-w'eft cavalier of the city, as 
well as from the artillery at the vvatercourfe This repulfe, feconded by 
a continuance of the fire from the 1 8 pounder, either deterred or div cit- 
ed them dunng the reft of the day from giving attention to the rein- 
forcement, who having continued their march without moleftation, join- 
ed 
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cd the cimp in the esening The vhclc confided of 237 Europeans, 
with the ciptuns Ridge and Oilhaud, lately armed from Europe, and 
300 Sepoy The junfhon of thefc troops mfpircd die army with as 
much joy t< the doubtful expeflation of their Tris-ft lnd caufcd an>icty 
and fohcitudc , and to retaliate on the enemy the fame marks of ex- 
ultation ssh eh the) had latcl) emplo.cd on a like occafion, the 
tyangs aveoc announced to them by a ditchTgc of all the artillery m 
the camp and at) 

There bang now no mo*c reinforcements to expedV, and the vicinity 
of the cncm) Ivning grcatl) augmented the difficulties of getting pro- 
sifons and fuel, mi or Lawrence, as foon as the troops juft armed 
were refrefhed, determined to bring on a general battle, which if the 
enemy declined he rcfolvcd to attack them in their camp. 

The tents and baggage were fent at night to remain under cot cr of 
the artillery of the cits , from whence at the fame time 100 Europeans, 
all who could be fpsred from the gammon, marched out and joined the 
arm) Escry thing being prepared, major Lawrence quitted the ground 
near die Trench rock, and at day break, the 20th of September, the 
army appeared at die Frcquirc’s tope, and remained for fonic hours 
drawn up, offering the enemy battle , but they flicwing no inclination to 
accept the defiance, the major fent for his tents again, and encamped upon 
the (pot oa which he was drass'n up, rcfolsing to attack their camp the 
nc\t day : as the fucccfs of this defperate enterpnze depended greatly on 
presenting the enemy from entertaining any fufpicion of his intention, he 
cannonaded their camp, vith an eighteen pounder, at different intervals 
during the reft of the day , hoping to make them belies c that he pur- 
pofed nothing more dian to harrafs and incommode them At night the 
tents sscrc ftruck, and fent back again towards the city, and the whole 
army w as ordered, after taking their reft in the open field, to be under arms 
at four in the morning. 

The enemy’s camp extended on each fide of die fugar loaf rock, but 
much farther to the ss eft than to the caft molt of the Morattocs w'ere en- 
camped to the caft, the French quarters w ere clofe to the sveft of die rock, 
and beyond thefe thcMyforcans extended almoft as far as the golden rock, 
occupying the ground for a confidcrablc way behind the tss'o rocks. The 
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rear of the camp was covered with thickets and rocky ground. The 
French had flung up an intrenchmcnt m front of their own quarters, 
and intended to have continued it along die left flank to the weft, but on 
this fide had only finiflicd a fmall part, feparated about 300 yards from 
the vveflern extremity of their intrenchmcnt in front, which interval was 
left open without defences . the Morattoes had hkcvvifc flung up an 
intrenchment m their front to the call of the fugar loaf : at the gold- 
en rock, which commanded the left flank and the front of the ground 
on w hich the Mylbreans \v ere encamped, the French had ftationcd an ad- 
vanced guard of 1 00 Europeans, two companies of Topafcs, and 600 Se- 
poys, with tu 0 pieces of cannon, under the command of a partizan of fbme 
reputation. Major Lawrence being apprized of thefe difpofltions, project- 
ed his attack to take the utmoft advantage of them At the hour ap- 
pointed the army quitted the Facquirc’s tope, and marched m profound fi- 
lence towards the golden rock : the battalion confifhng of 600 men 
formed the van m three equal divifions , the firft \v as compofcd of the 
grenadier company of roo men commanded by captain Kilpatrick, the 
picket of 40, by captain Calliaud, and two platoons, each of 30 men, 
under the command of captain Charles Campbell : the artillery, flv 
field pieces, with 100 artillery men, were divided on the flanks of 
each divifion* 2000 Sepoys, in two lines, followed the Europeans : 
the Tanjorme cavalry were ordered to extend to the eaftward, and 
to march even with the lift line of Sepoys The moon had hither- 
to been very bright, but a Hidden cloud now obfcured it fo much, 
that the firft divifion of the battalion came within piftol foot of the 
golden rock before they were difeovered, and giving a vciy fmart fire, 
mounted it m three places at once , whilft the enemy, who had barely 
time to fnatch up their arms, hurried down after making one irregular 
difeharge, and ran away to the camp with fuch precipitation, that they 
left their two field pieces, ready loaded with grape, undifcharged. 
Animated by this fuccefs, foe men called out with one voice to be 'led 
on to foe grand camp, and foe major availing himfelf of their alaenty, 
remained no longer at foe rock than was neceflary to break foe carri- 
ages of foe enemy’s guns, and to form Ins troops again. Their difpofiti- 
on was now changed, the three divifions of Europeans were ordered to 
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march, as near as they could, m one line in front through the camp 1753 
df the Myforeans, in order to fall at ‘once upon the left flank of the 
French quarters . the Sepoys were divided on each flank of the batta- 
lion, but at feme diflancc in the rear. Had the camp, like thofe m Eu- 
rope, been covered with tents, it would have been impoffible to have 
penetrated through it in this order, but in an Indian army none but 
the men of rank can afford the expence of a tent, and the reft fhelter 
thcmfelves as they can in cabbins made of mats, fo flight that they may 
be pufhed down by the hand The Tanjonne cavalry, intermixed with 
match-locks and pcans, had halted during the attack of the golden rock, 
on the plain nearly oppofitc to the front of the French intrenchment, 
and they were now mftrudled to move diredtly up to it, in order to 
create what confufion they could with their fire arms and rockets , the 
battalion received die orders for continuing the march with loud 
huzza’s, and the whole proceeded with the greateft confidence, as to a 
viflory of which they were furej the drunis of the three dmflons beat- 
ing the grenadiers march, the gunners with their portfires lighted on the 
flanks, and the Sepoys founding with no little energy all their various in- 
ftruments of military mufic This did not a little contribute to aug- 
ment* the confternation which the fugitives from the rock had fpread 
amongft the Myforeans, who were already taking flight, when the En- 
glifh entered their camp The Europeans marched with fixed bayonets, 
and recovered arms, but the Sepoys kept up a (mart fire upon the fwarms 
that were taking flight on all fides The French difeovered by the fugi- 
tives which way the attack would fall, and drew up to oppofe it, facing 
the weft j the right of their battalion was behind the unfimfhed part 
of their intrenchment, and the reft extended towards the intrenchment 
they had thrown up in front; which their line, however, did not reach 
by a hundred yards , but a bank running at this diftance parallel to that 
intrenchment, ferved to defend the left flank of their battalion In this 
•pofition they denved no advantage from that part of their works on which 
they had fo much depended : to the left of their battalion was a body of 
2000 Sepoys, who inclined to "the left, intending to gain the flank of the 
Englifh battalion, and the fame number were defigned to form their left 
Wing ; but thefe, by fome miftake, m this feene of hurry and confufion, 
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ported tliemfelvcs on the fugar loaf rock. The Enghfli troops ad- 
vancing were prevented by the interruptions which they met with 
in the Myforc camp from keeping up in a line, io that the firft divifion 
had outmarched the fecond, and the fecond the third , however, as loon 
as they came nigh the enemy, whom they difcovered by the portfires of 
their guns, the hmdermoft quickened their pace . but nevcrthelefs the 
whole line was not completely formed before they came within twenty 
yards of the enemy, by which time the Sepoys to the right had ad- 
vanced from the rear, in order to oppofc thofc on the enemy’s left: the 
artillery in the hurry could not keep up with the battalion. The French 
artillery had for lome time fired with great vivacity, but moft of the 
Ihot flew too high, and killed fcveral of the flying Myforcans. The 
aftion commenced juft as the day began to dawn : Mr Aftruc, with 
indefatigable aflivity prevailed on his men to wait and receive the Enghfli 
fire before they gave theirs . amongft thofc who differed in this on- 
fet was captain Kilpatrick, who commanded the divifion on the right j 
he fell deiperately wounded , upon which captain Calliaud put him- 
felf at the head of die grenadiers, and took the command of the 
whole divifion , die French Sepoys on the left fcarcely flood the firft 
fire of the right wing of the Enghfli Sepoys, but took flight : which 
captain Calliaud perceiving, he wheeled inftantly round with his divifion, 
and gaming the left flank of the lntrcnchnicnt, behind which the left 
of the French battalion was ported, poured m a clofc fire upon them j 
and the grenadiers puflnng on with their bayonets,, drove them 
crowding upon their center, the whole line was already falling into 
confufion, when a well-levelled difcharge from the center and left of 
the Enghfli battalion m front compleated the rout, and they ran aw T ay 
in great diforder to gam the other fide of die bank on dieir right, where 
Mr Aftruc endeavoured to r illy them : but the grenadiers purfumg them 
dofely, renewed the attack with their bayonets, and put diem again 
to flight . every man now provided for his own fafety, without any re- 
gard to order, running towards the golden rock, as this way was the 
only oudet not obftrudtcd , but as foon as they got to lome diftancc on 
the plain they difpcrfed and took various routs The left wing of the 
Englilh Sepoys had ludierto taken no rtiare m the engagement, for by 
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keeping too much to the left of the battalion* they found themfelves on 
the outfidc of the French intrcnchmcnt, on the ground to which the 
Tanjonnes were ordered to advance, however, as fbon as they perceived 
the French battalion in confufion, they pufhed on to the fugar loaf rock, 
and with much refolution attacked and difpcried the body of the ene- 
my’s Sepoys ported there, who from the beginning of the a£tion had em- 
ployed themfelves in firing random fliot indifcrirmnately upon friends and 
foes The viftory was now decided, and the Englifh troops drew up 
on the French parade. A body of Morattoes were the only part of the 
Indian army which made any motions to draw off the attention of die 
Englifh during the engagement, they feeing one of the field pieces left 
with a few men at a dirttancc behind the reft, gallopped up, and cutting 
dpwn the men, got poffeffion of it , but perceiving the battle loft, they 
did not venture to carry it off. nevcrthelefs they did not immedi- 
ately quit the camp, where they were fbon after joined by feveral other 
bodies of cavalry, encouraged by dieir example but the Englifh ar- 
tillery in a few rounds obliged them to retire again, and they followed 
the reft of the fugitives, who were retreating towards Seringham by the 
pafs of Mootachilhnour. It was fome hours before the whole got into 
the ifland, for the throng confifted of 30,000 men of all forts on foot, 
and 16,000 horle, bcfidcs a great number of oxen, camels, and elephants. 
The Tanjonnes were ordered to fet out in purftut of the French troops, 
who were taking flight, difperfed on all fides over the plain , but they 
could not be prevailed on to quit the fpoil of the camp, which they 
were very bufy in plundering. 

The tents, baggage, and ammunition of the French camp, together 
with eleven pieces of cannon, one an eighteen pounder, were taken, 
100 of their battalion were either killed or wounded, and near 100 more, 
amongft whom Mr Aftruc, with ten officers, were made prifonersr 
feveral were afterwards knock’d on the head by the people in Tonde- 
man’s woods, 65 were taken ftragglmg in the Tanjore eountiy , and a 
detachment of Sepoys, fent out by captain Dalton from the city, brought 
in 21 of thofe who were making their way to the ifland by the pafs 
„ 0 f Chuckleyapolam fo that the whole of their lofs was at leaft 300 
Europeans, with their beft officer , for fuch undoubtedly was Mr. Aftruc . 
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it might have been much more, had theTanjounes exerted thcmfelvcsas 
they were ordered. Of the Enghfli about foity Europeans were killed 
And wounded. 

This action was decided entirely by the mufketry , for the Enghfli 
artillery were not brought into die engagement , and the French cannon 
were ill pointed, and irrefolutely ferved, even before the conflid became 
hot and general; after which the event could not remain long m fuf- 
pence between two bodies of men, whofe dead fell within 20 yards of 
each other There arc few mftanccs of a vitfory in which the lagacity 
and lpmt of the general, as well as the refolution of the troops, arc 
more to be admired. The French dicmfelvcs confcfled that thty had 
no fufpicion of the intentions to attack them , nor did chance interfere 
to fobftradt from the ment of this fuccc/s : ibr major Lawrence, before 
he quitted his camp at the French rock, had predicted moft of the events 
which concurred to produce it. The Nabob’s ftandard was now planted 
in the enemy’s camp ; and the Enghfli flag, diiplayed on -the top of 
the fugar-loaf rock, proclaimed the triumph of their arms to the country 
feveral miles round. 

The Tanjonnes, elated to excefs, although they had contributed no- 
thing more than their appearance m the field to gam the vidtory, propofed, 
immediately after the battle, to follow the enemy, and befiege them in 
Senngham , but major Lawrence paying no attention to this rhodomon- 
tade, moved with the army m the evening to lay fiege to Weycondah 

This place, now a fort, \\ as originally, nothing more than a pagoda 
and choultry, fituated on the top of a rock about 30 feet high. The 
rock was afterwards mclofed by a fquare ftone wall, carried up as high 
as the top of the rock ltfelf, and built thick enough to afford a rampart 
about five feet in breadth, befides a flender parapet, which has loop-holes 
to fire through on the weftern fide there is a gateway, the top of 
which communicates with the rampart the enemy’s garnfon conflfted 
chiefly of Sepoys A watercourfe ferved mftead of a trench to flielter the 
Enghfli troops , who having cut embrafures through the bank, about 400 
yards from the wall, battered it with two eighteen pounders, and at the 
fame time threw flifells from a mortar and two -cohorns By the -ne\t- 
evening the wall was beat down, within 12 feet of the ground. Early 
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the next morning fomc of the garrifon endeavoured to make their 
civ ipe, through a fall) -port on die north, to a large hotly of horfc, 
v ho were waiting at a diftancc to rcccnc them tlu.fi. fugitncs were 
d/coicrcd In tome of the Lnghfli Scjkws on the right, who immediately 
nn to prc\ cm am more from getting out , and at the lame time 600 
other Scpois, who were under arms in the watcrcomfc, fi.t out of their 
own accord, without well knowing what wis the matter, and ran di- 
rcvlh to the h until, rcgardlcls of the commands of their ofiicers, who 
af.nrcd them Until iu' uot )« practicable, hut nothing could flop the 
tumult * llicv made let cn! mcficCluil attempts to mount the breach, 
notwithft Hiding tlicy were warmly fired upon bj the enemy from above. 
At length, finding it impracticable to fuitccd tins way, dicy all nn to 
the gate, which ionic cndcaaourcd to force, wliilft others fired up, to 
d'i\ c die defenders from die ramparts . but dus attempt hkcwifc proving 
ineffectual, a refolute Englifbman, ferjeant to a company of Sepoys, 
mounted on die fhouldcrs of one of them, and getung hold of fbme 
of die carved work of the gateway, clambered up to the top, and 
thofc below handing up to him the colours of his company, lie 
planted them fingh on tl e parapet : here he was fbon joined by about 
zo of lus company, who followed his example ; and wild ft fomc of tlicfc 
were engaged with the enemy, others went down on the mfidc of the 
rampart, and opened the gate Thofe w lthout inflantly ruflicd in like 
a torrent, which the enemy pcrccning, they hurried down from the 
rampart, and ran up die ftep-., to gam the choultry and pagoda at the 
top of the rock , but the Englifii Sepoys followed them fo dofcly, that 
the) had not time to make any difpofitions to defend thcmfclvcs there 
before they \ ere attacked at die pufli of bayonet in the firft fuiy 
fcicral " ere killed , but the reft, about 400, flinging down their arms 
and calling for quarter, were fpared. 

From Wejeondah the army removed, and encamped at the French 
Rock, where they now abounded in as much plenty as dicy had hitherto 
fuflfered diftrifs , for none of the enemy’s parties ventured on the plain, 
and the country people, no longer terrified by the apprehenfion of lofing 
dieir nofes, brought in provifions m fuch abundance, that nee, which 
three days before was fold at four mcafurcs for -the rupee, now fold at 
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fixtcen j and at tins rate a flock was laid in fufficicnt to fupply the 
garnfon for fix months at full allowance. Captain Dalton feeing this ob- 
ject of the general follicitudc provided for, and the city m all other 
refpe&s out of danger, quitted the command of Tntchanopoly, and fomc 
time after returned to Europe. 

The approach of die rainy monfoon in the middle of Odlobcr made 
it neccffary to cariy the troops into cantonment . die city itfolf would 
certainly have afforded them the beft flicker : but the flock of provifions 
laid up for the ufc of the gamfon would loon have been confumcd by 
the addition of fuch a number of mouths . and as little danger was to 
be apprehended from any attempts which the enemy might make 
during the abfence of the army, provided the garrifon were com- 
monly vigilant, major Lawrence determined to remove to ICoiladdy, 
on the frontiers of Tanjore ; from whence the wants of the army might 
conftantly be fupphed, without the neccflity of fatiguing the troops by 
employing them to cfcort convoys. Four hundred Sepoys and the fick 
of the battalion, with 150 Europeans, were fent into Tntchanopoly, to 
augment the garnfon , a detachment was left to defend Ehmifcrum , 
and the reft of the Englifh troops marched on the 23d of Oftober to 
their winter quarters • they were accompanied by the Nabob, with the 
few troops he commanded , but the Tanjonnes quitted them, and pro- 
ceeded to their capital, in order to be prefent at the celebration of a 
great feftival which falls out at this time of die year. It w'as with 
great reludtance that major Lawrence faw them depart, judging from 
experience, that nothing but the laft nccefiity would induce the king to 
fend them back, notwithftandmg that he promifed, with much feenung 
complacence, that they fliould take the field, and rejoin the Nabob, as 
fbon as the monfoon was paft. 

Dunng thefe tranfadhons to the fbuth of the Colcroon, the Englifli 
arms had hkewife gained fome fucccfles m the Carnatic. The retreat 
of Moran-row from before Tnnomalec mcreafed the courage of the 
garrifon, who fignalized themfelves fo much by their frequent /allies, 
that the prefidency of Madrafs determined to fend a reinforcement to 
their affiftance , and 500 Sepoys, detached from the garnfon of Arcof, 
arrived m the middle of September in fight of the place : but finding 
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all the avenues blockaded, they concerted meafures with the governor, 1753 
Barkatoola, to favour their jundhon, by making a vigorous Tally, on a 
certain quarter of the enemy’s camp, which the Sepoys promifed to 
attack at the fame time in the rear. This plan was executed with fo much 
vigour, that notwithftanding the enemy took the alarm time enough to 
bang the greateft part of their troops into adtion, they were entirely de- 
feated . the general of the Valore troops being killed on the fpot, and 
Huflan-ally, the commander of the French Sepoys, taken pnfoner 
mortally wounded. This lofs of their commanders ftruck the army 
with fo much confternation, that they immediately raifed the fiege. 

In the fame month the prefidency were much alarmed by the at- 
tempts ofMahomed Comaul, the moft confiderable of the adventurers, who 
in thefe times of condition fet up the ftandard of independency This 
man commanded a body of horfe at the fiege of Aicot , and after the 
army of Raja-faheb was difperfed by the battle of Covrepauk, kept to- 
gether his own troops, and immediately levied contributions not only 
fufficient to attach them to his fervice, but alfo to engage others to lift 
under his banner, however, alarmed by the fate of Chundafaheb 
at Senngham, hejudicioufly determined to remove out of the reach of 
danger into the country of Neloor, the north-eaft part of the Nabob’s 
dominions, not doubting that its diftance both from Arcot and Ma- 
drafs would enable him to eftablifh himfelf m thofe diftridts • he fuc— 
ceeded even beyond his expedtation, for he found means to furpnze 
the capital of Neloor ltfelf, from whence he obliged Nazeabulla, 
the governor, to fly to Arcot The Englifh and the Nabob had fo 
many^ enemies to fight, and fb few troops to fend into the field, that 
' they could fpare none to check the enterpnzes of Mahomed Comaul, 
who having enjoyed the fruits of his fuccefles without interruption for a 
year, extended his views, and prepared to attack the pagoda of Tri- 
petti This temple, one of the moft famous in the Decan, is fituated 
on the top of a mountain, about fifty miles north-eaft of Arcot NThe 
feaft of the god to whom it is dedicated is annually celebrated in the 
month of September, and the offerings made by the concourfe of pil- 
grims who arrive from all parts to afiift at it, amount to fb great a 
fum, that die Bramins, befide what they referve to themfelves, pay the 
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1753. government an annual revenue of 60,000 pagodas, or 24,000 pounds 

-"v-J ftcrlmg. This revenue the Nabob had afiigned over to the Englifh 
as a reimburfement m part of the great expenccs they had incurred in 
the war, and as neither the Bramins nor the pilgrims are folhcitous to 
whom this money is paid, provided the fcaft goes on without inter- 
ruption, it was the intention of Mahomed Comaul to get pofleflion of 
the pagoda before the fcaft began. The prcfidcncy of Madras, alarm- 
ed for the fafety of a place in which the company was fo much jnter- 
efted, fent a detachment of forty Europeans, two companies of Sepoys, 
and three pieces of cannon, with orders to march and defend the pago- 
da they were to be joined on the road by Nazcabulla, the Nabob’s 
brother, at the head of a large body of troops, but tliefc not coming 
up in time, the detachment proceeded without them When arrived 
near Tripetti they were unexpectedly furrounded by the whole of Ma- 
hamed Comaul’s force, 5,000 men, horfc and foot , the detachment had 
juft time to take flicker m a neighbouring village, where the enemy imme- 
diately attacked them, and although conftantly repulfcd, they did not 
defift from their attempts before the night fet in , when the detachmnct 
having loft feveral of their Europeans, and expended all their amuni- 
tion, retreated , the next day they were joined by Nazcabulla Cawn's 
army, with whom the day afterwards they proceeded again towards 
Tripetti. Mahomed Comaul met them on the plain, and the a£hon 
began by a cannonade, which having created fome confufion amongft 
the enemy, enfign Holt, who commanded the Enghfli detachment, 
marched up with his Europeans and Sepoys to improve the advantage j 
but before they came near enough to give their fire, a fliot from a wall- 
piece killed enfign Holt However the men, not difconcerted by tins 
accident, pufbed on under the command of their next officer, enfign 
Ogilby, and attacked the enemy with great vivacity, who were already 
wavering, when a lucky fliot from one of the field pieces killed the 
elephant of Mahomed Comaul His army feeing the ftandard of their 
general fall to the ground, as ufual took flight, and with fo much pre- 
cipitation, that before he had time to mount a horfe, they left him at 
the mercy of his enemies. He was taken pnfbner and carried to Na- 
zeabulla Cawn, by whofe order he was inftantJy beheaded. His death 
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rchiovcd the mod dangerous difturbcr of tire Nabob’s government in 1753. 
this part of the country, for he was a very brave and adlivc man : there 
were fevcral other chiefs of lc(s conlcqucncc, who wcrcconflantly making 
inroads into the diftnfls of Ponamalcc, Chmglaput and Atcot, and gave 
frequent employment to die garnfons of thefe places, but they al- 
wa\s retreated as foon as they heard that a detachment of Europeans 
was marching againft them. 

The enemy at Senngham feemed fo little inclinable to take advan- 
tage of the abfcncc of the Englifli troops cantoned atKoiladdy, that 
they did not even fend parties on the plain to prevent tht country peo- 
ple from going daily with provifions to the market in Tntchanopoly 
where the gamfon were as \\ ell fupplicd and lived in as much tranquility 
as if both Cdcs had agreed in form to a ccflation of hoftilitics . the 
enemy, however, convinced that thcEnglifli would never have attempted to 
attack their camp at the fugar loaf rock if they had not been joined by the 
cavalry of Tanjorc, determined to leave no means untried to deprive them 
of this rcfourcc in future. Accordingly the regent gave Succo-jee the 
king’s mimflcr and favourite a fum of money more confidcrible 
than the firft bnbe, and Mr Duplcix fent a letter penned m the Ma- 
labar language by his wife, in which he threatened the king, that if 
he dared to give the Nabob and the Englifli any more afliftance, the 
Morattocs fliould lay waftc his country with fire and fword, and that 
if dlls fliOuld not be rufiicient to terrify him into a neutrality, he would 
bring down the Soubah Salabitd-jing.witll his whole army, from Golcon- 
da. The effect of thcfc prafbees, both on the king and his nunificr, 
was foon vifiblc , for Suceo-jce taking advantage of the timorous and 
fufpicious character of his mailer, prevailed on him to remove the gene- 
ral Monach-jcc from the command of the atmy, by rcprefenting him as 
a man in fuch dole connection with the Englifli, that he might probably 
from a reliance on their fncndfhip, be induced to form projects dange- 
rous even to the king himfelf , who, alarmed at the fame time by the 
menaces of Duplcix, determined to preferve his country by breaking the 
promife he had made to the Nabob and major Lawrence, to fend his 
troops to Itoiladdy as foon as the rains were over. Having brought him 
thus far, the next ftep was to make him join the enemy , this liheWife 
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3 753* Succo-jee undertook to cffeCt, and the king it is faid was on the point 
of fignmg the treaty, when a fudden and uncNpc&ed event flopped Ins 
hand. 

In the beginning of November the French at Senngham received 
a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 Topafies, and 1000 Sepoys, 
widi lome cannon , but inftcad of giving any fign that they had reco- 
vered their fpmts by this incrcafe of their ftrengtb, they determined to 
remain quiet until major Lawrence /hould be ready to quit Koiladdy, 
in hopes that the garnfon of Tntchanopoly would be lulled into focuri- 
ty by feeing them remain inadlivc fo long after the arrival of their re- 
inforcement, and entertain no fufpicion of the defign they were medi- 
tating, when the time fliould come for carrying it into execution. 

This defign was nothing lefs than to ftorm the city of Tntchanopoly in 
flte night by furpnze The part which the French chofc to make the af- 
faultupon was Dalton’s battery, on the weft fide, near the north-weft an- 
gle of the town, the fame indicated by the letter which captain Dalton 
had prevailed on the fpy DeCattans to write to tlieFrcnch commander Mr. 
Bremer, had formerly been one part of the four gateways to this city. 
The entrance into an Indian fortification is through a large and compli- 
cated pile of building, projecting in thO-form of a parallelogram from 
the main rampart, and if the city has two walls, it projects bejond 
them both this building confifts of fevcral continued terrafles which 
are of the fame height as the main rampart, and communicate with it : 
the inward walls of thefe terrafles form the fidcs of an intricate paf- 
age, about twenty feet broad, which leads by various fliort turnings at 
right angles through the whole pile, to the principal gate that ftands in 
the mam rampart : for fome fpace on each hand of Dalton’s battery, 
the interval between the outward and inward wall of the city was 
much broader than any where elfe Captain Dalton when intruded with 
the command of the garnion, had converted that part of the gateway 
which projected beyond the outward wall into a folid battery, with 
embrafures , leaving the part between die two walls as it flood with its 
windings and terrafles . an interval was likewife left between die back- 
fide of die battery, and the terrafs neareft to it, which lay parallel 
to each odier , fo that an enemy who had gained the battery could not 

get 
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get to theternfs without defending into the mtcijaccnt area, and then 1753* 
mounting the w ill of the terrafs with fcnltng ladders the hatter)*, how- 
c\cr, communicated with the rampart of the outward wall of the city, 

Hu being, 's that was, only eighteen feet high, it w •’«; commanded by 
the tcrnJlcs behind it, as. well a« b) the r.amjiart of the inner wall, 
both cf which « activity feet high Upon one of the inward cala- 
bers, touih of the gatewu, were planted two pieces of cannon, to 
plunge into the batten, and fcour the intcn*al between the two walls, 
as hr as the terrifies of the gateway ; and two other pieces mounted in the 
nnuh-w eft angle of the inward rampart, commanded in like manner 
k,:h the letter)* and the interval to the north of the terrifies The 
French were, hj Dc Cattans leticr, and by deferters, apprized of 
all thefe particulars, and notwithflandmg the many difficulties they 
would have to funnount in attempting to force their way into the town 
through thu pan of the fortifications, they preferred it to any other, 
became tt ws more acccffible from without, for a rock Its cl 
with the w iter almoft choakcd up the ditch in front of the 
luite-a . 

On the 27th of N01 ember, at night, the greatefi part of the enemy’s 
army croffed the n\cr the Myforcans and Morutocs were difiributcd 
in different parties round the c*ty, with orders to approach to the coun- 
terfearp of the ditch, and divert the attenuon of the garnfon during 
tbc principal and real attack, winch was referved for the French 
troop 1 Of this body 6co Europeans were appointed to cfc.aladc, 
wluift Mr Maifiin, the commander, with the reft of the battalion, 

2co men, and *> large body of Sepoys, waited at the edge of the 
ditch, read) to follow the firft party as foon as they fiiould get into 
the tov n At three in the morning the firft party eroded the rock 
in the ditch, and, planting their fealing ladders, all of them mount- 
ed the battery without giving tbc lead alarm to' the garnfon for 
although the guard appointed for the battery confided of fifty Se- 
po)s, with their officers, and fomc European gunners, who were all 
prefent and alert when the rounds parted at midnight, naoft of them 
were now .ibfcnt, and they who remained on the battery were fad 
afleep, thefe the Trench difpatchcd widi their bayonets, intending not 

to 
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to fire until they were fired upon • but this refolution was immbdiatcly 
after fruftrated by an unforcfeen accident > for iottie of them attempting 
to get to a flight cotmterwall which lines the backfide of the battery, fell 
into a deep pit, which had been left in the body of the battery itfelf, 
contiguous .to that wall none but the m oft tried foldiers can refram 
from firing upon any unexpe&ed alarm in the night, and Upon the 
fcreaming of thofe who were tumbling into the hole, feveral inufkets 
were difcharged The French now concluding that they were difcoveir- 
ed, imagined tliey might intimidate the garrifon by fhewing how far they 
were already fuccefsful, and turning two of the twelve pdOndeis upon 
the battery agamft the town, difcharged them together with a volley of 
fmall arms, their drums beating, and 'their foldiers Ihdutmg tllfeir ufual 
military cry, " vive le rdf'. Fortunately die main guard, the bar- 
racks of the garrifon, and the quarters of the officers were in die north 
part of the town, not more than 400 yards from the battery Captain 
Kilpatrick, who commanded, remained fo ill of the wounds he had re- 
ceived m the laft engagement, that he was unable to remove from his 
bed , lieutenant Harnfon, the next in command, came to him upon the 
alarm to receive his orders, which he gave with the ufual calmneis that 
dilbnguilhed his character on all occafions, directing lieutenant HarFifon 
to march mftantly with the picquet, referve, and the Sepoys that were not 
polled, to the place where the attack was made, and to order the reft 
of the garnfon to repair to thejr relpedhve alarm polls, with injuncti- 
ons not to ftir from them upon pam of death The 'enemy having 
drawn up their fcahng ladders into the battery, font two parties down 
from it into the interval between the two walls one of thefc parties 
carrying two petards, and conduced by a deferter, entered the paflage 
which led through the terrafles, intending to get into the town by blow- 
ing open the gate which Hands in the inward rampart , the other party 
carried the ladders, and Were appointed to efcalade , whilft the main 
body remained upon the battery, keeping up a eonftant fire upon the 
terrafles, and upon the inward rampart But by this time the alarm 
was taken, and the cannon from each hand began to fire finartly into 
the interval between the two walls, and upon the battery. Lieutenant 
Harnfon, with the mam giiard, was likewife arrived upon the rampart, 
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from whence the grcatcft part of them palled to the terrafles The 
mulkctry of the afiiulants and defenders were now employed with great 
vivacity againft each other, but with fome uncertainty, having no other 
light to direct their aim except the frequent flalhes of fire notwith- 
ftanding tlie hurry and confufion, lieutenant Harnfon had the prefence 
of mind to ftation a platoon upon the rampart, diredtly above the 
gate, ordering them to keep a constant fire upon the paflage immedi- 
ately below, whether they faw any thing or not nothing could be 
more fenfible or fortunate than this precaution , for the platoon killed, 
without feeing them, the man who was to apply the firft petard, as 
well as the dcfci ter who conducted him, and both of them fell within 
ten yards of the gate. Thofe appointed to efcalade, fixed their ladders 
on the fouth fide pf the terrafles, and a drummer, followed by an offi- 
cer, had already mounted to the top, when a party of Sepoys came 
to this ftation, who killed the drummer, wounded and feized the offi- 
cer, and then overturning the foaling ladders overfet the men who were 
upon them . the ladders broke with the fall, and the afliulants called 
for more , but found that the reft which they had brought were fhat- 
tered and rendered ufelefs by the grape fliot fired from the two pieces of 
' cannon planted upon the cavalier they foon after found that the man 
who wap to manage the fecond petard was killed Thus defeated m all 
their expectations they determined to retreat, and went up to the bat- 
tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their efcape , but 
this for the want of their ladders was no longer practicable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet perpendicular, either upon the rock or into 
the water Defperate as this attempt appeared near one hundred made 
the experiment, but what they fuffered deterred the reft from following 
their example, who, in defpair, turned and recommenced their fire from 
die battery upon the defenders Lieutenant Harnfon, with the greateft 
part of his Europeans, were aflembled upon the terrafs neareft the bat- 
teiy, and the two bodies, feparated only by an interval of twenty 
feet, kept up a fmart fire upon each other as faft as they could loadt 
but the defenders had the advantage of finng under the cover of parapets 
from a fituation twelve feet higher than the enemy upon the battery, 
who were totally expofed from head to foot, and wcie hkewife taken 
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on each flank by two piece? of cannon, as well a» by the fire of feme 
parties of Sepoy s polled on the main rampart on each hand of the gate- 
way Thus galled, unable to retreat, and finding that rcfiftancc fared 
only to expofe them more, they dtfiftcd from firing, and every man 
endeavoured to flicker himfllf as he could j fomc in the einbrafurcs of 
the battery, others behind a cat , flier contiguous to it, and the ted in the 
inteml between the tuo walls, the gam/bn, ncscrflicltfs, trufling to 
no appearances of fecunty, continued to fire upon nllfuch places <n which 
they fufpeded them to be concealed. At length the d n , long w thed lor 
by both fides, appeared, when the French, flinging dow n their irms, 
alkcd for quarter, which was immediately granted The officers from 
the rampart ordered them to aflcmblc in the inters al between the two 
walls, -from whence they were conducted, in fmall bodies at a time, by 
a party of Europeans into the city, through the gateway they had af- 
faultcd Three hundred and fixty Europeans were thus made prilbn* 
ers, of which number fixtv-fesen as ere wounded ihirty-fcscn sverc 
found killed upon the battery and in the reft of the works thofc 
who cfcapcd by leaping doss’n were taken up by their osvn troops avail- 
ing on flic outfide of the ditch, but the French flicmfclvcs ccn- 
fefled, that of the W’holc number, which was near one hundred, cac- 
ry man w r as much difablcd ; and fomc fcaa aa ere killed. Thus 
ended this aflault, aahich after cxpofing the city' of Tritchanopoly to 
the greateft nfquc it had run during the aa'ar, ended by impairing the 
French force more than any other ts cut fincc the capture of Sermgham : 
neverthclcls we do not find that lieutenant Harrifon received any rc- 
compcnce for his gallant and ftnfiblc condudt in this hazardous and im- 
portant fervice • he died foine time after, without being promoted from 
the rank m w'hich lie lerved avhen he laved the city. 

The firing w'as heard by the outguards at Kotladdy, svherc the 
next evening a meflenger arris’ed from the city, upon w’hich major 
Lawrence immediately' detached a party to reinforce the garnlon, and 
prepared to follosv with the reft of the army, but licasy rams pre- 
vented him from arriving before the 3d of December. In the mean 
time the enemy on the third night after the aflault croflcd flic riser 
again, with all the Mylore cavalry, eight thouland men, ’ demounted, 
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who had promifcd the regent to make a more fuccefsful attack upon 
the city , but finding the garnfon alert they retreated without attempt- 
ing any thing 

The king of Tanjorc, who, notwithftanding the alliance he was en- 
tering into with the Frehch, knew nothing of their intentions to ftorm 
Tntchanopoly, was not a little aftomfhcd at the news, and the lofs which 
they fuftained in the attempt made him repent that he had fhewn fo 
much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Enghfli The French 
finding that their .misfortune produced a change in die intentions 
which the king had began to entertain in their favour, determined to 
wafte no more time m negociating with him, but prepared to fend a 
party of Morattoes to ravage his country The king having intelligence 
of their dcfign fent a body of troops under the command of his uncle 
Gauderow to Tncatapoly, a fort eighteen miles eaft of Tntchanopoly, 
where they were ordered to remain and punifh the Morattoes for this 
phrafe, m the vam language of the princes of Indoftan, is fynommous 
to fighting, and is not feldom made'ufe of even by thofe who lofe the 
battle The king making a merit of this refolution to die Nabob, pre- 
tended that Gauderow only waited on the frontiers until the whole ar- 
my was aflembled, which would then immediately march to Tritcha- 
nopoly Major Lawrence, willing to put the fincenty of this profeffion 
to the teft, wrote to the king that his troops would be of litde fervice 
wlulft they were commanded by fo unexperienced an officer as Gaude- 
row, and defired that Monack-jee might be reinftated m the command, 
of which he was the only man in the kingdom capable This com- 
mendation ferved to confirm thofe fufpicions of the general which 
had been raifed in the king’s mind by the artifices of his mimfter, and 
major Lawrence being informed of die alarm which the king had taken 
from his remonftrances in Monack-jee’s favour, refolved to make no far- 
ther mention of his name, left the confequences ffiould be fatal to 
him , but requefted that the Tanjorine troops might join him without 
delay, even under the command of Gauderow None however came ; 
for the Morattoes having fent a fmall party to amufe Gauderow, their 
mam body of 1 500 men penetrated into the kingdom at the end of De- 
ll u cember 
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cember by another road, and as they had threatened began to lay the 
country wafte with fire and fword 

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy’s parties had made 
fince theaflault of Tritchanopoly in the mean time feveral convojs 
were efcorted from Tricalopoly to the Enghfii camp 

In the Carnatic the diftridts which acknowledged the Nabob had re- 
ceived no molcftation from his enemies fince the defeat of Mahomed 
Comaul at Tnpetti, which happened in the month of September. 
The troops which Mr Dupleix was able to fend into the field from 
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befiegmg Palam Cotah, the 
fame fort which they had refilled to reduce for Moran-row This p^ce, 
with the circumjacent territoiy is the only part in the Carnatic which 
does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot , it belongs to the Nabob of 
Cudapah. Examples of fuch fcqueftrations occur in eiery province of 
the Mogul empire, which amongft the reft of its feudal mftitutions 
allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifing from the prod u ft of 
lands, for his pm ate expences but as the bafis of the Mogul 
government confifts m regulations which deprive all its officers of any 
pretenfions to real eftates, and in obliging them to acknowledge that 
they hold nothing by any other title than the favour of the fovereign, 
the lands thus allotted to a Nabob are rarely fituated in the province 
governed by himfelf, but are generally chofen in the moft diftant part 
of one of the neighbouring provinces , fo that in this inftitution the Mo- 
gul’s authority over all his officers appears m its utmoft majefty , fince 
the inhabitants of a province fee the Nabob appointed to rule them, ex- 
cluded from the right of appropriating to himfelf any part of the terri- 
tory over which his junfdiflion, notwithftan'ding, extends Hence 
likewife a perpetual Jburce of dtiputes is eftablifiied between the Nabobs 
of neighbouring provinces, who never fail to give one another reafbn to 
complain of violence committed in thefe fequeftered lands. The Nabob 
of Cudapah applied to the prefidency of Madrafs to affift the governor of 
Palam Cotah, on which they ordered a detachment of thirty Europeans, 
and two hundred Sepoys, to march from Devi Cotah and relieve the place 
The detachment did not take the field before the enemy had made a 
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practicable breach which they intended to ftorra the next day; but 1753^ 
lieutenant Frazer having concerted meafures with the governor, contnv- v— 
cd to introduce his party that very night, and the enemy at day break 
hearing Enghfli drums beating m the place, fufpeCted what had hap- 
pened, and immediately raifed the fiege. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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D URING thefe tranfa&ions in the ibuthern parts of -the Decan, 
events of no little importance to the intcrefts of die French na- 
tion on the coaft of Coromandel, happened at Golconda, and m the 
northern provinces 

The great expences which Salabad-jing incurred by the continual wars 
in which we have feen him engaged fincelus accefiionto the Soubahfhip, 
prevented Mr. Duplex from afking of him. thole celiions for the 
French company which were his principal object m afiifhng him with fb 
confiderable a part of their force . he however determined to wait until 
the Soubah’s affairs fliould be cftabhfhed m tranquility, and imagined 
that this time was come when he heard that Mr Bally, loon after the 
defeat and murder of Gazi-o-din Khan, had obtained the province of 
Condavir adjoining to the territory of Mafulipatnam , but fhordy after die 
Morattoe Balazarow appeared again with a large army in the neighbour- 
hood of Aurungabad, declaring that he was come to demand the ceffi- 
on of feveral countnes to the wefhvard, which had been promiled to 
him by Gazi-o-din Khan, and inlifting that his death did not invalidate 
the agreement fince he was the undoubted Soubah of the Decan, when 
the treaty was made Language fo injurious to the dignity of Salabad- 
jmg determined him to pumlli the enemy, and his army under the 
command of Mr Bully took the field • the Morattoes, as ufual, were 
not able to fland before the French artillery , but it was not long before 
they retaliated tenfold die mifchief they had differed by the havock they 
made m the adjacent countnes , and Mr Bully feeing no other means 
of foon finiflnng the war, which gready interrupted his own proje&s, per 
fuadedSalabad-jmgto make peace by giving up to dieMorattoes the coun- 
tries which were the occafion of their hoftilities this meafure neverthe- 
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lefe did not give him the opportunity he expected of carrying his plan 1753* 
into execution j on the contrary it involved him in greater difficulties ' ' r ~~ > 

for the conceffions made to theMorattoes depriving many of Salabad- 
jing’s officers of profitable employments, increafed that averfion which 
they had for fomc time entertained again!! the French on account of the 
favours that had been conferred on them by Salabad-jmg in prejudice, they 
faid, of themfclves, his natural fubjeds. Shanawas Khan, the firft pro- 
moter of the difeontent, no longer appeared at the head of the fa&ion, 
but another more dangerous antagonift encouraged the ddaffedted, and 
thwarted Mr Bully : this was Seid Lafcar Kban, the Duan, who under 
Nizam-al-muluck had held the poll of captain general of the army, in 
which character he likewife accompanied Nazir-jing into the Carnatic : 
from the opinion entertained of his abilities both as a flatefinan and 
a foldier, it was believed that Nazir-jing would haveefcaped his fate if he 
had not deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by fending 
him to fupprels fome commotions at Aurungabad, foon after the army 
retired from Pondicherry to Arcot* he was at Aurungabad when Sa- 
labad-jing and Mr Bully arrived there, and although he detefted, 
more than any one the favours which the Soabah laviflied upon his 
European allies, he diffembled his fentiments fo well, that Bully believ- 
ing him his friend, perluaded Salabad-jing to appoint him Duan or Vi- 
zier ; but as loon as he found himfelf well eflablifhed m this poll, he 
threw off the mafk, and on all occafions contradicted the inclinations 
of his fovereign whenever he thought they were dictated by the 
influence of Mr. Bully. In the beginning of the year Salabad-jing 
determined to go to Golconda, in order to fettle the admimlirati- 
on of the provinces dependant on this capital * on the rout Mr Bully 
fell ill, and took the refelution of going to Mafulipatnam for the reco- 
very of his health , die officer who fucceeded him in the command of 
the French troops had neither the experience nor capacity necellarv to 
penetrate and counteract the intrigues of a faction m a Moonlh court, 
and the Duan determined not to mils this, which appeared lo good an 
opportunity, of removing the French from the prefence and counfels of 
Salabad-jing for ever. This was no eafy talk, for prejudices imprefled 
on weak minds are not removed in a day, and Mr Bully had perfuade J 
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Salabad-iing, a prince deficient both in pcrfonnl courage and fagacity, 
that the French battalion were not only the principal fupport of his go- 
vernment againft foreign enemies, but alfo the beft fccunty of his per- 
fon and dignity againft mteftine plots and commotions The Duan 
therefore found it neccfiary to accuftom him by degrees to the abfcncc 
of thefe favourite troops j it was equally neccfiary to prevent them from 
entertaining any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too formidable to 
be removed by violence , Mr Bully havmgjoined to the battalion of Eu- 
ropeans a body of 5000 Sepoys, who a died entirely under his own orders 
The Duan therefore negledted for fome time to furnifh their pay at the 
ufual periods, pretending that the trcafuiy had been difappointed in 
the receipt of confidcrablc revenues due from fome difirifis at a diftance 
from the capital and when the French, as he expedted, complained 
of the diftrefs to which they w'erc reduced for want of pay, he told them 
that he knew no other method of fatisfymg their demands but by fend- 
ing them to colledt the Soubah’s revenues from thofe who withheld 
them this the French officers vciy-rcadily agreed to, cxpedbng from 
the cuftom of Indoftan that they fhould receive confidcrablc prefents, 
befides the fums that they were charged to levy Still it would haie 
been difficult to have obtained Salabad-jing-’s confent for their departure, 
had not their own mifeondudt convinced him that it was neceflaty for 
the peace of the city, where, fince Mr. Bufiy had left die command, 
the difcipline to which he had accuflomed them w as fo much relaxed, 
that they daily committed difbrders, for which the perlbns aggriev- 
ed were continually demanding jufticc at the gates of the palace 
As foon as he had thus removed the greateft part of the French 
troops, he invented fome pretext to perfuade Salabad-jing that it was 
heceffary he fhould return, without delay, to Aurungabad, and even 
prevailed on him to older no more than a finall detachment of their Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys to accompany his army. He then mftrudted the go- 
vernor of Golconda to furnifh no pay to diofe who remained in the city, 
and to diftrefs them by every other means, excepting open hoftilities , 
and the fame orders were given m the countries to which the feveral de- 
tachments had been fent to colledt their arrears This treatment, fo 
different from what the French had hitherto received, he thought would 
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lead them of their own accord to a(k their chfmiffion from a fcrvicc in 
which they found that nothing more was to be got. This fehcinc would 
without doubt ln\c fuccccdcd, had not Mr Bufiy recovered from his 
illncft, who, tdtrincd by the unc\pc£ted danger which threatened the in- 
terfile of Ins nation m the Decan, quitted Mrfuhp.atn.am, afllmblcd 
the troops which had been detached to feck their fubfiftcncc, and then 
marched at their he'd to Golconda, where they arrived in the middle of 
May. Their ajipcarancc, for they were 400 Europeans, and 3000 
Scpms difconccrtcd at once all the projetts of the governor, and he 
confcnted, without hcfitation, to formfli a large furn of money m part 
of the arrears which the Dunn h'd with fo much artifice withheld 
from them 

The Morattoc;, with whom treaties arc fcarccly a ccflation of hofii- 
hties, being apprized of Scid Lafear Khan s intentions to get rid of the. 
Trtrch troops, determined to avail thcmfclvcs of the inftant of their de- 
parture, whenever it fliould happen, to wreft more territories from Sa- 
lab'd-jing , and a few dajs after the return of Mr Bufiy to Golconda, 
two of their armies appeared in the neighbourhood of the city One of 
them was commanded by Brlazarow, the other by Ragogi Bonfala, the 
fame general who m the 5 car 1740, imaded the province of Arcot 
Mr Bufiy immediately put himfclf at the head of the troops belonging 
to the government, and with thefe and lus own met the enemy m the 
field The Morattocs having commenced hoftilitics folcly from a reli- 
ance that they fliould not be oppofed by the French troops who had fo 
often beat them, dctcrm.ncd to rchnquifli tile profccution of their de- 
licti and made overtures of accommodation, winch concluded in a 
trc.at\ confirming thofc which had been made before, and reftonng the 
Places which they had taken poflcfiion of m this incuifion This fer- 
vicc recalled the wavering attachment of Salabad-jmg to his European 
nll.es and Mr. Bufiy, to take advantage of the favourable impreffion 
it had made on Ins mind, marched away to Aurangabad, where Sala- 
bad-tmg received him with the gteateft cordiality, and his enemies con- 
founded at this change, altered their conduft hkcwifc and aflfcdled to 
outvie one another m expreffions of gratitude and refpefl to him , info- 
much that the Duan font him the feals of his office, with a comphmen 
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that he only was worthy to hold them. Mr. Bully with equal dilfimu- 
lation, returned the feals, with the fame compliment to the Duan ; the 
'next day he reprefented in full council that die pay of the French 
troops would be a perpetual fubjedt of fulpicions and dangerous dilputes, 
unlels it was afcertained upon funds independant- of the controul of 
any of the minifters, and then propofed that the provinces of Mufta- 
phanagar, Yalore, Rajamundrum, and Chickacole fhould be given up 
to the French company in full fbvereignty, fubjedl nevcrthelefs to this 
condition, that they fhould conftantly maintain a body of European 
troops in the fervice of the Soubah, in the fame manner as other fuedato- 
nes to the Mogul government. Salabad-jmg had been prepared to receive 
this propofal widi complacence, but his minifters oppofed it widi 
fo many objections, that Mr Bully finding it impofiible to gain their 
content, whilft the Duan Seid Lefkar Khan prelided at the council, in- 
filled ^and prevailed with Salabad-jing to remove him and fubllitute Shc- 
navas Khan m his place, who, warned by the fate of his predeceflor, 
. acquiefced to Mr. Bully’s demand, and the patents were made out and 
delivered to him. 


This acquilltion, added to Mafulipatnam, and the province of Cbn- 
davir, which the French had already obtained, rendered them mailers of 
the iea-coall of Coromandel and Onxa in an uninterrupted line of 
600 miles from Medapilly to the pagoda of Jagernaut Thele coun- 
tries are bounded by a vail chain of mountains which run nearly m the 
fame direction as the lea-coaft, and are m moll places about eighty or 
ninety miles diftant from it, although m Ibrne few not more than thirty 
They are covered with impenetrable forefts of bamboes, and in their 
whole extent there are no more than three or four pafies, which accord- 
ing to Mr Bully’s account may be defended by ioo men againft an army. 
The province of Condavir extends between the river Kriftna and Gon- 
degam, which gains the lea at Medapilly , the limits of the other four 
provinces are not exaCtly afcertained , neverthelefs it appears that Mufta- 
phanagar joins to the north of Condavir, that Yalore lays to the north- 
weft of Muftaphanagar that Rajamundrum is bounded to the lbuth 
by thefe two provinces and that Chickacole much the large!! of the 
four, extends 250 miles from the river Godaven to the pagoda of Jager- 
naut. 


B«x>!*V. History or nir Carnatic, 337 

naut The rcvcsucs of the four provinces were computed at 3,100,000 1753. 

nipcc ; of Cctul-v ir, at 6So,ooo, and the dependencies of Mnfulipat- 
mm wc.e fo much improved thu thev produced this ycir 507,000 , m 
rll 287,000 rupee' 1 , equal to more than 535,000 pounds ftcrhng: 
all thefe rents excepting thofc of Mafulqv'tiiam nnd its dependencies 
which fcc.ned already to ln\c been carried to the height, might be 
£«■>•]} imp'ov cd $0 thit thefe territories rendered the Trench mailers 
of the grcatcil dominion, both in c\tc,it nnd \nltic, tint had ever been 
p 'Meffed in I ldcflan In Tu rope ins not excepting the I’ortnguc/c, when 
*»t the begin of their profpcrity Nor w ere commercial adv antages want- 
ing to enhance the value of thefe ■’cqinfuton;, lor the niamifi»£lurcs of 
cl rh proper for the European market* arc made in tins pan of the De- 
em, of much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates than in the 
Carnatic in Ha thmundrum arc large forcfls of teak, trees, and it is 
theonlv pan of the ccnfl of Coromandel and Ori\a th->t furmfhes this 
weed, w Indus equal m every refpefl. to oak, Chickacolc abounds in 
me *nd etb.cr grain, of which great quantities are exported every year to 
the Cnrntic 

Although it w as intended that the Trench lliould not hold thefe coun- 
tres ->ny longer than they maintained the Aipulatcd number of troops in 
the Soubah’s fcrvicc, yet it is evident that he could not have given them 
an clhblilbmcnt in any part of his dominions, from which it would be 
fo difficult to expel them in cafe they neglcdtcd to fulfil their obliga- 
tion for, defended on one hand by the chain of mountains, and having 
on die o’licr all die rcfourccs of the fca open, they might with impu- 
nity defy the united force of the Dccan * this the Duan Scid Lafear 
Khan knev , nnd dreaded fo much, that he offered Mr Bufiy a much 
larger tr-'ft of country in die inland parts of the Soubahfhip, provided 
he would dcfifl from demanding thefe provinces. It was not before the 
end of the year that the patents were made out and delivered, when 
Mr Bufiy, foreftemg that Ins own prcfcncc would he ncccfiary to 
cflabhfii the Trench authority m their new governments, prevailed on 
Salabad-jmg to march with him to Golconda Since the treaty made 
with the Morattocs in the beginning of the year, Salabad-jing’s govern- 
ment had not been difturbed by foreign enemies, and the news received 

X x at 



The War of Coromandel. BookV. 

at this- tirnS' from Delhi diffipated whatever apprehcnfions he might en- 
tertain of being moleftcd by his nephew Schc-abcddtn. 

The Mogul Hamed Schah, notwithftandmg the appearance of vigour 
\Vith which he afeended the throne in 1748, foon fell into the fame in- 
dolence which had characterized all the fucccflors of Aurungzcbc His 
mmifter Schc-abcddin, after the example of his grandfather Nizam-al- 
rtiuluch, endeavoured to roufc him from his lethargy, and reform his 
Court , but his reprefentations only ferved to render him obnoxious to his 
fovereign The Rajpoots, to the fouth-weft of Delhi, encouraged by 
the imbecility of the monarch, made an attempt to recover fcveral 
countries which had formerly belonged to their nation. Sche-abcddm 
marched againft them, and was victorious, but during his ablcnce his ene- 
mies formed a plot to deftroy him, and prevailed on the Mogul to take 
a part m it He marched out of Delhi at the head of 25000 men to meet 
Schc-abeddm, under pretence of doing him honour for the forvice he 
had rendered, and the blow was to be flruck at the interview. Sche-abed- 
dm received early intelligence of this defign, and not thinking it prudent to 
truft his fafety to the Mogul’s troops under his command, hired a body 
of 30/000 Morattoes, with whom he marched towards the capital.. His. 
enemies finding their fchemes difeovered, were terrified, and in order 
to appeafe his refentment left the unfortunate monarch expofed to the 
danger m which their own counfels had involved him, every one of the 
principal officers difbandcd the troops he commanded, leaving their 
fovereign almoft without attendants, who, thus deferted, haflened back 
to Delhi Sche-abeddin followed him, and entering the city without 
refiftance, went immediately to the palace, accompanied by a flroftg 
guard the Mogul, not fufpeChng arty violence,, received him m the. 
durbar, or ufual place of audience, where after fbme converfation 
Sche-abeddm ordered him to be feized and impnfbned, after which he 
affembled the omrahs or principal officers of the government, and placed 
on the throne Allumgeer, a near relation to the depofed monarch, 
who, according to the cruel policy of this country, was deprived of 
his fight, by paffing a red hot iron before lus eyes He then declared 
himfelf vizier to the new Mogul, whom he fuffered to interfere veiy 
little in the adminiftration , and finding that great diforders had been in- 
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traduced in the provinces near the capital, he determined to reform 
thefe before he extended his views farther In this refolution he dif- 
fembledhisrefentment againft Salabad-jing for the murder of his father, 
and pretended to be well fatisfied that the Soubahfhip of the Decan 
fliould remain under the government of a prince fb nearly related to 
him 

The Englifh themfelves Could not refrain from admiring the fagacity 
of Mr Dupleix’s conduct, which, by making the war in the Carnatic fub- 
fervient to his views on the northern provinces, had by degrees led his 
nation to the great eftabhfhments of which they were now in pofieflion 
At the fame time they had the fatisfaChon to know that thefe fuccefies 
of their enemies could not be imputed to any defects in their own 
conduCt , for fb far from having a force fufficient to make head agaihft 
the French in two parts of the country fb diftant from each other as 
Golconda and Tritchanopoly , their whole force collected was always 
much inferior to what the French were able to oppofe to them in the 
fbuthern parts of the decan, where nothing but efforts of valour, fcarcely 
to be paralleled, had earned them through the two wars of Chundafaheb 
and theMyfbreans It was equally fortunate for the nation that chance 
fhould have placed during thefe arduous times, a man of much fagacity, 
indefatigable application, andaperfeverance equal toDupleix’s, at the head 
of the prefidency , fuch was Mr Saunders, who came to the government 
a little before the death of Nazir-jmg, and convinced by that event of 
the ambitious fchemes of Mr. Dupleix, determined to oppofe them to the 
utmoft of his ftrength, notwithftandmg he had no inftruChons from the 
company to engage in hoftilities , and notwithftandmg the two nations 
were at peace in Europe, he had with the fame fpint continued the war, 
.never difco\iraged by adverfe turns, nor dreading the event of delperate at- 
tempts when neceflary to retrieve them. The two governors had during 
the whole courfe of hoftilities carried on a fharp and acute controverfy by 
letters , and Mr Dupleix, as fbon as he found Mr Bufly likely to obtain 
the great objeCt of his views to the northward, affected to fliew an 
inclination to terminate the war m the Carnatic This overture however 
was followed by fo many difeuflions, that it was not before the begin- 
ning of the year 1754. that he confented to treat in form, when it was 
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1753. agreed that a conference fhould be held in the town of Sadras, belong- 

— mg to the Dutch, on the road between Madrafs and Pondicherry 

1 754, The deputies, on the fide of the Englifh, were Mr Palk and Mr Van- 
fittart • on the French, the father Lavaur, fupenor of the French Jefints in 
India, Mr Ktrjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleix, and Mr Bauflet a- 
member of the council of Pondicherry They met on the 3d of Janu- 
ary , the two governors fupenntendmg and directing their proceedings 
by letters, which were no more than twelve hours in coming from 
Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs The Englifli deputies opened 
the conference by propofing as the bafis of the negociation, that Maho- 
med-ally fhould be acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, with the 
fame authority as had ever been poflefled by any former Nabob , and 
that the king of Tanjore fhould be guaranteed in the peaceable pofleffion 
of his kingdom. The French then produced their ideas of a bafis, and 
the whole of their terms together . their bafis implied the acknowledg- 
ment of Salabad-jmg as Soubah of the Decan, and die immediate releafe 
of the French pnfoners taken during the war . the Englifli, in return 
for their acquiescence to thefe two articles, were to be exempted from 
the ground rent of Madrafs, a finall fine formerly paid to the govern- 
ment of Arcot , they were to keep pofleffion of the country of Ponamalee , 
and fome eftablifhment was to be made for Mahomed-ally after his 
difference with the Myforean concerning Tritchanopoly was conciliated. 
It was impoffible to have made propofals more diredtly oppofite , for 
by acknowledging Salabad-jmg without reftridhons, the French would 
become arbiters of the fate of the Englifh in the Carnatic, as they would 
of the French, if Mahomed-ally was acknowledged fo that each fide re- 
quired of the other to give up every thing before diey had well begun 
to treat of any thing However the bufinefs did not flop, and the French 
deputies produced feven patents, which they called their authorities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affairs of the Mogul government, and 
for making the preffent demands two of thefe were patents from 
Murzafa-jing , one appointing Mr Dupleix commander m all the coun- 
tries from the river Kriftna to the lea , the other Cbundafaheb governor 
of the Carnatic four were from Salabad-jmg , two confirming the 
two foregoing , another giving the countues of Arcot and Tritchanopoly 
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to Mr Dupleix after the death of Chundafaheb , the other appointing 1754. 
Mortiz-ally of Velore lieutenant under Mr Dupleix m thefe countries : ^ ‘ 

the feventh and lafl piece, which the French called the moft authentic, 
was a letter from the great Mogul, confirming all that Salabad-jing had 
■done m favour of Mr Dupleix and his allies The French deputies 
then afked what titles the Englifh had to produce , who replied that they 
confifled of patents from Nazir-jing, Gazi-o-dm Khan, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahomed-ally Nabob of the Carnatic here again 
was a flat contradiction, and of fuch a nature as could not be ad- 
jufted without fending the deputies to Delhi The French, notwith- 
flanding, infilled that the titles fliould be examined , and being told 
that the Nabob’s were at Tntchanopoly, defired that they might be im- 
mediately fent for , neverthelcfs they in the mean time delivered copies 
of their own to be fcrutmized by the Englifh deputies But Mr Saun- 
ders, convinced that this examination would multiply difcuffions, without 
removing any of the fufpicions and objections which prevailed with both 
fides on the validity of the adverfary’s titles, came clofe to the point, 

•and ordered his deputies to propofe that the Englifh and French Ihould 
be put m pofleflion of lands of equal value in fuch different parts of 
the province as might prevent future difputes, that the commerce of 
the two companies in the Carnatic fliould be eilablifhed on equal terms 
of advantage , that fecurity fliould be given to the Myforeans for fuch 
a fum of money as upon an equitable adjuftment of their account might 
appear fo be due to them , that a penfion fliould be affigned to Rajafa- 
heb, the fon of Chundafaheb , and that the French pnfoners fliould be 
releafed , provided Mr Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Na- 
bob of the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their poffeffions to the northward, which were of much greater 
value than what the Englifh would have been content to take fubjedt to an 
equality with them in the Carnatic a moderation which would have been 
mconfiftent with the continual fuccefs of the Englifh arms, if the expen- 
ces of the war tfed not already greatly hurt the commercial interefts of the 
Eaft-India company, reftrained by their charter from enlarging their capital 
The acknowledgment of Mahomed-ally appeared the only difficulty 
in Mi. Saunders’s propofal, but even this might be removed by the En- 
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ghfh acknowledging Salabad-jmg, on condition that he would confirm 
J\Iahomed-ally in die Nabobfliip , and that the French would likewife 
agree to concur equally with the Enghfh m fupportmg this prince in his 
government. But Mr. Dupleix was fo intoxicated by his connexions 
with Salabad-jmg, and Tus notions of his own authority in the Car- 
natic, that he rejected Mr Saunders’s propofal with difdain It was 
now no longer poffible to miftake his views, or to doubt that he had 
any other intention than to leave the Enghfli in pofTeffion of a fortieth 
part of the territories dependant on Arcot, on condition that diey would 
tamely fuffer him to keep and govern all the reft with abfolute fovereign- < 
ty Big with thefe ideas he ordered his deputies to infift ftrenuoufly on 
the validity of bis titles : and whilft they were explaining the vanous 
.events which had led their nation to the acquifition of fuch important 
prerogatives, the EnghQi deputies dilcovered that the Mogul’s letter to 
Mr Dupleix wanted the ufual fignature, which is a feal engraved with 
his name and titles, and ftamped with ink at die head of the patent. 
They likewife obferved that the feal unprefled on the wax which had fe- 
cured the cover of the letter, appeared by the date to be thirty- three 
years old, and confequcndy belonged to a former emperor. Thefe de- 
ieCts naturally gave them many fuipicions, which were much confirmed; 
when, ondefinng an explanation from the French deputies, they immedi- 
ately recalled all their papers, giving for a reafbn that they would notfiib- 
mit them to any ’farther examination before the Nabob’s patents were pro- 
-duced This m reality was no reafbn at all, they, however, con- 
fulted Mr Dupleix on the objections made to the Mogul’s letter, who 
replied, that the piece he had delivered to them was only a duplicate, to 
which the writer m the fecretary’s office at Delhi might have thought it 
needlefs to affix the feal of fignature, and that with the fame negligence 
the firft feal which came to hand might have been taken up by him to 
feal the cover j but that the original brought by the Mogul’s officer 
deputed from Delhi, had the feal of fignature affixed to it, which was dated 
m the firft year of the reign of the late emperor Hamed Schah and that 
the letter ltfelf was dated in the fifth year of his reign, the fame in which 
it was received. It now became neceflary to examine the original, and 
to enquire whether it was the cuftom in the fecretary’s office at Delhi 
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to pay fo little attention to duplicates . but Mr. Saunders and the En- 
glifh deputies thought that what they had already feen and heaid was a 
fufficient proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded the fame of 
the original and the reft of the French papers * the French deputies ne- 
vcrthelefs perfifted to defend the authenticity of them , and leaft the ab- 
rupt manner in which they had withdrawn them from farther examina- 
tion fhould be interpreted as a proof- that they themfelvcs knew their 
pieces could not ftand the teft, they now gave another reafbn for this 
part of their conduct, alledging that they had recalled them only foe 
fear copies friould be taken m order to diredt Mahomed-ally in making 
out thofe patents he had promifed to produce. This blundering apology 
expofed their caufe more than any remarks which their adverfaries had. 
hitherto made , for it was a tacit acknowledgment that they themfelves 
were convinced of the poffibihty of forging patents with fo much dex- 
terity that the artifice could not be detedted It might have been afked' 
by what means they arrived at this convidhon, and the Englifh deputies 
might have added, as the natural confequences of this principle laid 
down by their adverfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himfelf of 
fuch arts, Mr Dupleix might have made ufe of them likewife . this 
argument, however, was not produced, either becaufe it did not occur, 
or becaufe it would have exploded the pretenfions anfing from patents 
on both fides : but this the Englifh ought to have wifhed, fince it would 
have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which would give 
them a right to demand an equal fhare of the countries to the north- 
ward, or to infift that the French fhould relinquifh them , after which, 
the Englifh might have confented to recede from this demand, on con- 
dition that Mr Dupleix fhould acknowledge Mahomed-ally in the Car- 
natic but arguments have very little influence in treaties, and both 
fides had already made ufe of fuch fharp mveftives on the condudl oF 
their adverfaries during the war, that it was mamfeft neither had any 
hopes of bringing about a reconciliation Thus the conference broke, 
up on the eleventh day after it began, leaving both fides more exafperated 
than ever. 

In the mean while hoftihties did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo- 
rattoes, who had flipped by Gauderow, pufhed through the kingdom of 

Tanjore, 
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be implied alive in fight of the high roach Having thus difgraccd his vic- 
tory hv this (hocking cruelty, he returned w ith the horfes of the flam in 
triumph to T.miorc Tlic Englifli hoped that this fitcccfs would induce 
the king to fend lus troops to join them , and the victorious general ex- 
pected tint the lance he had rendered would confirm him in his 
m'.flcr\ fin our hut both were difappointed , for the envy of the nu- 
mfler S’icco-icc imrei/i ng with the merit of Jus rival, lie perfuaded the 
king tint there \\ is no longer my ncccfilty to be at the c\pencc of 
keeping lus troops in pi), fincc the fev ere blow which the Morattocs 
lnd received would douhtlcfs deter them from making another incur- 
fion into lus country 1 he king therefore, after complimenting Mo- 
mcK-iwC on lus fucccfs, told him there \\ is no farther occafion for lus 
ferwee, ind diihandcd his nrmy. 

The number of Trench prifoiicrs in Tntchanopoly, obliged major Law- 
rence to augment the girrifon to 300 Europeans, and 1 yco Sepoys, 1 50 of 
the bittilion hkcwilc remained lick in the hofpital , (o that the who’c 
force with which he kept the field wis no more thin 600 Europeans, 
including the artillery men, and 1S00 Sepoys, the Trench battalion, 
reinforced m December with 200 men, wis now equal to the Englifli, 
and they had moreover four compimcs of Topifles, each of 100 men, 
difti.'Cl from their battalion , they had alfo 6000 Sepoys, and the Myfo- 
rcans and Morattocs remained as before, with little alteration in 
their numbers Notuith (landing this fupenonty, the enemy did not ven- 
ture to quit the lfland and encamp to the fouth of the Cavcri , 

The plain of Tntchanopoly having been fo long the feat of war, 
fcarcc a tree w as left (landing for fcvcral miles round the city , and the 
Englifli detachments were obliged to march five or fix miles to get 
firew ood Their provilions came chiefly from the Tanjorc country , but 
die merchants would not venture nearer than Tricatapolly, a fort 
c,ghtccn miles cart of Tntchanopoly, from whence, when a fufficient 
quantity was collected, they were cfcortcd to the camp What came from 
Tondeman’s country vv as brought at appointed times to the fleirts of 
lus wood-;, within fix or feven miles of the camp The detachments 
lent 00 thefc (crviccs were feldom lefs than 1 50 Europeans, and 500 
Sepoys, a force which the enemy’s cavalry unfupported by European^ 
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were always' afraid to attack , and {even convoys were fafely efcortcd 
from die beginning of January to the middle of February' , at which 
time a convoy was in readinefs, much larger than any of the former, 
for it confided of a great quantity of military ftores, as well as pro*- 
vifions, the carriage of winch required no lefs than 3000 oxen . 
the cfcort was therefore made ftrongcr than ufual, "being compo- 
fed of the grenadier company of 100 men, 80 other Europeans, 800 Se- 
poys, and 4 pieces of cannon , this force, although more than one third 
of the army, was fcarcely adequate to the convoy , and, what was dill 
more unfortunate, the command of the party fell, by the rotation of 
military duty, to an officer of little experience, and lefs ability * however, 
as the enemy had lately exerted therr (elves fb little, little danger was 
apprehended , and it was imagined that a party of Tanjonne horfe which 
lay encamped at Cootaparah, five miles north-cad of Ebnulerum, would 
join the cfcort upon any emergency but thefe, whether inadvertently, or 
from a malicious defign of avoiding the fervice expected from them, quitted 
their poft the 12th of February, the very day that the cfcort marched, 
which, however, arrived without interruption atTricatapollym the even- 
ing, from whence they fetoutwith the convoy the next day, and gained Kelly 
Cotah, where they pafled die night . this fort is fituated about five miles 
to the eaft of Cootaparah, and the road between thefe two places lays 
through the fkirts of Tondeman’s woods The enemy at Scnngham 
receiving intelligence that the party were returning, determined to 
meet them with a fufficient force , 1 2000 horfe, Morattoes and Myfo- 
reans, * 6000 Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven pieces' of cannon, 
crofTcd the river m the night, and polled themfelves a little to the cafe 
of Cootaparah. The convoy continuing their march at day break the 
15th, advanced two miles from Kelly Cotah without any fufpicion of 
danger , when they difeovered at a diftance feveral bodies of caval- 
ly moving on all fides amongft the thickets and underwood The com- 
manding officer neverthelefs made no change m Ins difpofition, which 
happened to be the very word that could have been imagined , for he 
"had diflnbuted the troops in fmall bodies along each fide of the line 
of bullocks and carts, and even m the front and rear kept no more 
than a fingle platoon. The Morattoes were commanded by Moran-row 
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md Innis Klnn, who foon difcovcrcd the weaknefs of this order of 
imrch, rnd rcfolvcd to tike advantage of it without waiting for the 
1 rcnch troops. On a fiiddcn all the different bodies of cavalry which 
furrotmded the comoy fet up a fliout in concert, and galloping up at full 
ipced charged c\ er\ part of the line almoft in the fame mftant, fomc pufh- 
irg on to tl c in’erv ah w Inch ftparatcJ the different platoons, and then fal-, 
h vg on their dank-, wlulft others attickcd them m front The onfct was 
to fudden •md impetuous that few of the Englifli troops had time to give 
mere than a ffnglc dilchargc, after which what rcfiftancc they made was 
all pell-mell, and inconfulion, every man truftingonly to hunfclf, and 
re oh mg to fell his life as dear as pofiiblc Mod of the Sepoys flung dov. n 
their arms and fled at the beginning of the onfa The bullocks terrified 
b\ die tumult, mcrcafcd it by puflung on all fidcs to get away, Ibmctimcs 
ayunft the cncmj,. fometime* upon the effort The fight however con- 
tinued until the Trench troops came up, who obliging the Morattocs, 
much agamft their will, to (heath their fwords, offered quarter, which 
was accepted 138 foldicrs were made pnfoners, and of thefe 100 were 
wounded, 50 were killed on the fpot of eight officers five were killed, 
and the other three were wounded , amongft them the commanding 
officer, mortally Lieutenant Revel, the fame who ferved at the de- 
fence of Arcot, commanded the artillery in this aflion this brave man 
feeing the day lofl, and the enemy on the point of getting pofkfiion of the 
cannon, fufflred himfclf to be cut down without making rcfiftancc, rather 
than quit the v>ork in which he was employed, of fpiking tip one of 
the field pieces The garrifon of Elimiflrum, as foon as they heard the 
firing, marched to fecurc the village of Cootaparah, that the convoy 
might take poft 111 it but all w as loft before they arrived there. 

This was by far the fevered: blow which the Englifh troops had 
differed during the courfc of the war , it took off one third of the bat- 
talion, but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the lofs of that 
gallant company of grenadiers, whole courage on cveiy occafion we have 
fecn deciding the viflory, and who may be faid, without exaggeration, 
to have rendered more fcrvicc than the fame number of troops belong- 
ing to any nation in any part of the world. The whole convoy, pro- 
viiions, militaiy ftores, and 7000 pounds in money, fell into the enemy’s 
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hands, who returned with their booty and their pnfoners to the lfland. 
They Toon after fet the Sepoys at liberty, who returned to the Englifli 
camp , and they permitted the two furvivmg Englifli officers to depart on 
their parole, which was taken in the name of Salabad-jmg 

The prefidcncy of Madrafs, as foon as they heard of this misfortune, 
fent a detachment of 180 men, under the command of captain Pigou, 
to Devi Cottah, by fea , and about the fame time hopes were entertained 
of reinforcing the army with a body of cavalry, which had lately arrived 
ro Arcot, under the command of Maphuzc Khan, the Nabob’s elder 
brother This man, taken prifoner when his father was killed at the 
battle of Amour, was carried by Chundafahcb to Pondicherry, where 
he remained until Nazir-jing came into the province, when Mr. Dupleix 
at the requeft of this prince rclcafcd him On Nazir-jmg’s death he 
feemed inclinable to follow the fortunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom 
he went out of the Carnatic , but after his death retired to Cudapah, 
where he had remained until he took it into his head to come back to 
the Carnatic with 2000 liorfe, and as many Pcans, to ftrvc, as he 
faid, the Nabob his brother He neverthclefs on his arrival at Arcot 
declared he could proceed no farther without receiving a fum of money to 
fatisfy his troops this his bro’her Abdul-wahab promifed to fupply, upon 
which it was expected that he would march immediately toTntchanopoly. 
The experience of the late difafter convinced major Lawrence that die 
party at Devi Cottali was not ftrong enough to march to the camp, 
and dreading to leave the city ex poled to another aflault by moving 
to join them, he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah until Maphuze 
Khan came up, and determined in the mean time to maintain his ground 
on the plain, notwithftanding he had only 400 Europeans in the jfielcJ. 
The fmallnefs of this number rendered it impoffible to bring pro- 
vifions from liich a diftance as the Tanjore country, and indeed the 
king, not doubting but that the late defeat of the clcort would oblige 
the Englilh to retire from Tritchanopoly, difeouraged his merchants from 
fupplying them any longer. Tondeman’s country therefore remaining 
the only refource a party of 300 Sepoys were detached with orders 
to collcdt them m Killanorc, a village in the woods about twelve miles 
from the city The detachments of Europeans employed to efcort 
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them were not permitted to move farther tlnn five miles from the 
camp, at wlvth ciftvncc thev halted and fent forward a detachment of 
$cp\ s w ho met the prov ifionc, cfcoritd bv the party of Sepo} s from Kil- 
lanorc, at the fivirtr of the wood, and returned with them from thence 
to the port where the Cwopeans were halting In this fcrvicc they 
were much mulled hv the n&tVM and vigilance of Mahomed Ifiouf, an 
cvctllent p’r.rvn, whole ment had rufed him from a captain of a 
coir pm , to be co nnv'nder in chtef of all the Sepoys in the Englilh fer- 
m;c, into whieh he firft mlifted under captain Clive, a little before the 
b-tvlc of Cov repauk he w as a brav c and refolutc man, but cool and wary 
m nflion, -ma capable of ftraugem , he conftantly procured intelligence 
of the cncmj's motions, and having a perfett knowledge of the coun- 
try, plumed the marches of the comojs fo well, that by conftantly 
changing the toad*, and the times of bringing the provifions out of the 
wood*, not cnc of them vv ->s intercepted for three months The enemy, 
however, getting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killanorc, 
fent, n the end of March, a part) to attack that place , but they were 
repulfcd b) the Stpojs ft'tioncd there About the fame time the 
regent dcPchcJ jooohorfc, and 1000 Sepoj*, with fomc pieces of can- 
non, to his own country, which the Monttoe Balazarow had entered, 
3nd w as plundering but loon after he received a reinforcement of 2000 
Monttoe*, under the command of Moran-row's brother, which more 
than compcnfitcd the draught he had made from his army even 
this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the lfiand, and en- 
camp on the plain, although it was evident that this mcafurc would m- 
cutablv olligc the Enghfli either to retire or bnng on a general ac- 
tion In the mean time the Enghfla camp, although not diflrefied for 
provifions, had little hopes of receiving any reinforcements to enable 
them to fhnd their ground if the enemy fliould take this ftep , for the 
detachment at Devi Cottah could not prudently move until they were 
iomcd by Maphuzc Khan, who cavilling with his brothu about the pay 
of his troop*, had got no farther than Conjevaram, and (hewed 
no inclination to proceed before his demands were (atisfied Major 
Lawrence therefore, as the only refource, reprefented to the prefidcncy 
the neccfiity of endeavouring to recover the king of Tanjore to the Na- 
bob’s 
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bob’s mtereft, and Mr, Palk, \vho had during his former rcfidcncc at 
Tanjorc, made himfclf acceptable to the king, was lent thither again in 
the middle of April He now found the king difficult of acccls, and 
more than ever under the influence of Ins nuniflcr Succo-jce, who was 
carrying on a treaty with the Mylbrcans, and had prevailed on Ins 
mailer to impnfon Monnck-jcc, under pretence that he had not account- 
ed regularly for the monies which had been lifted for the cvpenccs 
of the army. The rcprclcntations made by Mr. Palk, pi evented 
the king from concluding the treaty with the Mylbreans, but did not in- 
duce him to lend his troops to Tntchanopoly. In thclc circumftan- 
ces, which the enemy’s generals if indued with common lagacity or 
adhvity might loon have rendered delperate, it was dilcovered that the ar- 
my had for fome time been cvpofcd to the danger of treachery from a , 
perfon in whom, by the nature of his ofiicc, major Lawrence had been 
obliged to repofe the utmoft confidence. 

One day in the beginning of April, a Bramm informed the fervant of 
captam Kilpatnck, that as he was walking himfclf that morning at die 
river fide, fomeof the enemies Collenes croflcd the' nver, and gave a 
parcel to fome Collenes belonging to theEnghlh camp, whom he heard, 
although mdilhnddy, laying Ibmcdung about a letter, and Mahomed 
Iflouf the commander of the Sepoys, he added that he knew the men who 
had taken the parcel, and defired alfiftance to feize them The Collenes 
were immediately taken up, and one of them, without hcfitation, delivered 
a woollen parcel, containing a letter dire fled to Mahomed Iflouf which 
captain Kilpatrick, immediately carried to the major, in whole prefence it 
was opened, and interpreted by Poniapah, the principal hnguid It was 
from the king of Myfore, fealed w ith his leal of fignature, and on the 
back was llamped the print of a hand, a form equivalent with the My- 
foreans to an oath The letter defired Mahomed Iflouf and another of- 
ficer of Sepoys to meet according to their promife fome perfons who 
were to be deputed by the king, with powers to adjuft the time and 
manner of betraying the city of Tntchanopoly, in reward for which fer vice 
the king promifed, if the plot fucceeded, to give Mahomed Iflouf a fum of 
money equal to 1 60,000 pounds fterlmg, a confiderable command in his 
army, with fome lands , he agreed likewile to reward, in the manner 

that 
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tint Mahomed Jflouf ihould recommend, fiich friends as lie might em- 
ploy in the enterprise On this Mahomed Iflouf, the other officer of 
Sepoys mentioned in the letter, the Branun who ga\e the informa- 
tion, and the Collcncs he had accufcd, were imprifoned , and captain 
Kilpatrick, with captain Cadlaud, w'crc appointed to examine them. 
The Bramtn was a writer to die commifl iry of the army, and had lately 
been confined upon a fufpicion of hiving embezzled fbmc money , he 
perfifted m his dory , but the Collcncs faid that the parcel was 
fir /1 diicoicrcd by them laying on Ibmc flcps near the place w'here they 
were w jfiitng, and that a/ktng one another what it might be, they 
‘concluded it was fomething belonging to a perfon who had ivaflied 
there in the morning, or to the Bramin lnmfclf who was then waflnng 
\ ery near them fo they agreed not to touch it, and went away , but one, 
lcfs fcrupulous than the red, in hopes that it might contain fomething 
of value, returned and took it up Mahomed iflouf, and the other 
Sepoy officer, declared they knew nothing of the matter Poniapah the 
hnguift interpreted the dcpofitions, and gave it as his opinion that the 
Bramm knew more of the letter than he had difeovered The next 
day the pnfbncrs were examined agam, when the Bramm was adored 
that his life fliould be fpared if he would reveal the truth upon which 
he declared, that the day before he acculed the Collcncs, he went to 
Sermghim, in confcqucncc of a meflage from the regent of Myfore, de- 
finng to fee him , when the Tegent offered him a reward of 100,000 
rupees, if he would contrive to make ufo of the letter in quefhon, lb as 
to prejudice Mahomed Iflouf in the minds of the Enghfh , he added, that 
he undertook the commiffion partly for the fake of the reward, and 
partly from defirc to be revenged on Mahomed Idouf, who had been the 
pnncipal author of his late lmprifonment The Collenes were agaih 
examined feparately, and agreed without any variation in the depofition 
they made the day before, upon which they, as well as Mahomed 
Iffouf, and the other Sepoy officer, were releafed, and declared in- 
nocent 

However, fulpicions were entertained that the whole truth had not 
been told, and that Tome perfon, of much more confeqaence than an 
infignificant writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at the bottom of this dating 
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iniquity the Bramin was therefore fent back to priion, and remained 
there fevcral dajs, often urged to difcovcr more j but ftill perfifbng in his 
fecond depofitum At length major Lawrence finding that gentle me- 
thods produced nothing, determined to try the effeift of terror, and or- 
dered Pomapah, the lwguift, to acquaint him that he muft prepare to 
die the ne\t morning, unlcf:. he confcfild the whole truth, and fupport- 
ed it by proofs The lirguift returned and find the priioncr had now 
confeffcd tnat he had been pdvifed to go to the king and propofc the 
fcheme of the letter by one Gopinraoze, a man who refideJ inTritch- 
anopoly, and formerly ferved as an interpreter to the Englilh com- 
mandant of the garrifbn Gopmrauze w as immediately examined , he 
faid he knew' nothing of the affair, but appeared confounded and 
frightened, upon which Pomapah the lmguift fatd he was certainly 
guilty Whiift the examination of Gopinrauzc w as carried on m the 
camp, the Bramin confined m the city contrived to lend a mtfiige 
to Mahomed Iffouf, ddinng to fee him, having fomething of im- 
portance to communicate Mahomed IlTouf immediately repaired to 
the pnlbn, taking the precaution to cany another pcrlbn w ith him to be 
a witnefs of the convcrfation , when the priioncr made the following de- 
claration. Thatferving in the commifiaiy ’s department, under Pcramrauze 
the principal agent and interpreter to the Englilh Commiflarj , he had fe- 
vers! times been lent to Seringham to Ibllictt the rcleale of his mailer’s 
family, who had been taken prifoners when the 1 convoy Coming from 
Tricatapolly was defeated After feveral joumies he procured their li- 
berty, and a little w lnle afterwards Poniapah propoled to him, as lie was 
known in the enemy’s camp, to carry a letter, and deliver it either to 
the king or fomc of his principal officers , the Bramin anfwered that it 
was a dangerous bufineft, for which he might be hanged , to w'hich the 
hnguift replied, that he fhould be able to lave him by laying that he em- 
ployed him as a ipy The Bramin defired time to confider, and imme- 
diately went and confulted his matter Peramrauze, who advifed him 
to comply with Poniapah’s requeft Poniapah, lion ever, apprehensive 
of a difcovery, told him that it was not proper to write the letter m 
the Englilh camp, but diretted the priioncr to write it himlelf when 
armed in the enemy’s camp, which mftrudhon he obeved The 

' letter 



Book V. 


History of the Carnatic. 

letter w as addrefled to two principal officers, definng they would perfuade 
the regent to write to major Lawrence, and requefl. him to fend Pom- 
apah to Sermgham m order to hear fomc propofals relating to the de- 
pute with the Nabob concerning Tritchanopoly. The next day 
meflengers from the regent came to major Lawrence, by whofc orders 
Poniap-*h proceeded to Seringham, the Bramin accompanied him, 
and was prefent during his whole convcrfation with the regent who 
began by evchiming ogainft tlic Nabob for his breach of- faith, 
and a/ked what rcafoos the Enghfli could have for fupporting him 
in it Pomapah mfwcrcd, that lie had aflifted them in defend- 
ing Fort St David, when attacked by the French in 1748. Pomapah 
then aflved die regent what he had in his heart , who replied, that if the 
Enghfli w'ould pay him all the c\pcnccs he had incurred during the 
war, he would go away , or if they would give him die city, he would 
pay their cxpcnccs or laftly, if the Nabob and Ins whole family would 
come and throw thcmfclvcs at his feet, beg for mercy, and oivn thcm- 
fclvcs beggars, that would fatisfy him. Why, faid he, do the Enghfli 
flay here and {pend their money to no purpofc, my expcncc is no great- 
er than it would be if I remained m Mylorc Pomapah replied, that 
he knew the Enghfli would give up the city if their cxpenccs were re- 
imburied , for that lie had feen a letter to tins purport, written by thego- 
vernor of Madrafs, five or fix months ago The regent faid he was 
ready to make the agreement, but that it mu/1 be kept a fecret from the 
French, for he would not truft them, knowing diat they wanted the city 
for thcmfclvcs Pomapah afiurcd him, that the bufinc/s might be concluded 
as foon as Mr Palk. arrived at Tanjorc , and in anfwer to queftions made 
by the regent, he told him, that the Englifli got all their provifions from 
Tondeman’s country, that there were only provifions for two months m 
the city, and likcwifc revealed feveral other mtereftmg particulars of 
their condition The regent aflured him, that if the negociation fuc- 
cecdcd, he would give him a great reward in money, a number of vil- 
lages, and the command of a thoufand Bratmns for Pomapah himfelf 
was a Bramm. The conference then fimflied, and Pomapah, at his return 
to camp, reported to the major fuch part of it only as could not prejudice 
himfelf, he likewife ordered the Bramin to fay nothing of what he 
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had heard to any one, excepting his mafter Pcramrauzc, and to tell 
him only fuch particulars as he himfclf intended to relate to the major. 
Some time after the commiflary’s bufinefs requiring the Bramin to go to 
Tanjore, Pomapah was averfe to his departure. On his return from 
thence he was confined under a guard of Sepoys, for a deficiency in 
fome money which had bi.en intruded to him j but Pcramrauzc pro- 
mifing to be reiponfiblc for him, Mahomed Ifibuf, after mucli fblli- 
citation, releafed him * as foon as lie came out of his confinement, his 
mafter fent him to Pomapah, who told him, that fo much time 
had been loft by his journey to Tanjore, and his confinement after lus 
return, that the regent who had heard nothing of the bufinefs fince 
they went to Scringham together, mull imagine they had tnfled with 
him , it was neccffary therefore, he faid, that the Bramin fliould go to 
the regent widiout delay The Bramin contenting, Pomapah gate him 
ir.ftruihons how to conduit himfclf, m confequence of winch he ad- 
vited die regent to write to Mr Palk at Tanjore, defiring him to get 
permiflion for Pomapah to come again to Scnngham . he added that if 
the regent could in die mean time contrhe to present die Enghfh from 
receiving provifions, they muft inevitably retire, that as the Neloor Su- 
bahdar was die only perfon who knew how to conduit dieir comoys, 
it was nccefiaiy to get him killed, which might cafily be effefted, fince 
he often went abroad with final] parties , but as a furer method to remove 
him, the regent ought to write a letter addrefied to him, pretending that 
he had promifed to betray die city. The regent w rote die letter with- 
out hefitation, and delivered it to the Bramin, who returning from Se- 
nngham, was taken up with the letter concealed m his cloaths, by fome 
of the Englifli troopers : they earned him a pnfoner to the camp, but 
without difeovenng the letter , he was extricated out of this difficulty by 
Pomapah, who being ordered to examine him, reported diat he had been 
to vifit fome relations at Elimiferum As foon as he was relcated, he 
went to Ins mafter Peramrauze, and gave him fome hints of the bufi- 
nefs he had been doing at Senngham. The next day he laid the let- 
ter on the fteps by the nver fide, and as foon as he faw one of the Colle- 
nes take it up, went and gave information to Captain Kilpatrick’s ter- 
vant 
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Mahomed Iffouf, on hearing this account, immediately went to Pe- 
nmnu/c, and a(kcd him what lie knew of the affair The man thiew 
himfelf at his feet, and implored his mercy , but Mahomed Iffouf im- 
mediately fccurcd him, and returning to the camp, related what the 
Bramin had declared, on which Poniapah was fuzed and lmpnfoncd. 

The Bramin repeated to the court of enquiry, without addition or de- 
uation all lie had declared to Mahomed Iffouf being alkcd what 
induced him to accufc Gopinrauzc, he faid, that when major Lawrence 
had determined to put him to death, unlcfs lie difeovered his accom- 
plices, Poniapah, who was ordered to acquaint him of this refolution, 
nd\ ifed him to accufc fomebody, and alkcd him whether he had 
lately had any convcrfation with Gopinrauzc, he replied that he had 
met him at the lioufc of Pcramrauzc,on the evening after Ins return from 
Scringham, and that they had converted together m private near a quarter 
of an hour, whillta number of Sepoy officers and other perfons were af- 
fcmblcd m the houfe, m order to fee the experiments of a conjurer, 
who had been fent for by his mailer, to dilcovcr m what man- 
ner the money was loll, for which he, the Bramin, had been confin- 
ed on Ins return from Tanjorc upon this Poniapah advifcd him to ac- 
cufc Gopinrauzc, and to flick to that, that would do Peramrauze, 
was hkewilc examined, and Ins evidence coinciding with the declaration 
of the Bramin, in all the points of which the Bramin had declared him 
to have any knowledge, Poniapah was condemned, and fome time af- 
ter blown off from the muzzle of a cannon He confefied nothing , 
his antipathy to Mahomed Iffouf arofc from his jealoufy of the influ- 
ence which this officer had obtained in the camp, by which his own im- 
portance was much dimimlhcd This complicated treachery fliews to 
what dangers the affairs of Europeans in Indoftan may be expofed, by 
not having perfons of their own nation fufficicntly verfed in the languages 
of India, to ferve inftead of the natives as interpreters 

The regent, in telling Poniapah that the maintenance of his army at 
Scringham had not diftreffed his finances, diffembled the truth , for his 
expences had been fo great, that he could hardly find money to pay his 
own troops, and had none to fatisfy the demands of the Moiattoes 
This Moran-row peiceiving, began to tire of the war, and defirous of 
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fome plaufible pretext to break with him, demanded to be paid his 
arrears, which by the account he made out, amounted to a million of 
rupees , but the regent having never rcfufcd to fupply him with money 
.whenever he demanded it, thought lie had already overpaid him Tins 
occafioned fomefharp altercations, and Morari-rovv, as the fliortcft way 
to bring the regent to his terms, took all his Morattoes from Scnnghnm, 
and encamped with them on the nth of May to the north of the 
Coleroon, declaring that he would not return before the money was 
paid 

The next day, the 12th of May, a party of 120 Europeans, 500 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Caillaud, 
marched from die camp at four m the morning, intending to wait about 
two miles to die fouth of the fugar loaf rock, for a convoy of provifi- 
ons which was ordered to advance out of the woods The poftin which 
the party intended to halt, had formerly been one of thofe re/crvoirs of 
water called tanks, which occur fo frequently m the arid plains of this 
country, where that element is procured with fo much difficulty The/e 
tanks are generally dug fquare, the fides of fomc being 500 feet Jong, 
and of others not more than 100, with the earth taken out is formed* 
a mound, which enclofes the tank at the diftance of forty feet from the 
margin of the water. The tank m which the party intended to take port 
was, dirough age and negledt, choaked up, but the mound remained 
Mahomed Iffouf riding at fome diftance before the advanced guard, was 
furpnzed as he afeended a little eminence by the neighing of Jus horie, 
who was immediately anfwered by the neighing of feveral others, pro- 
ceeding, neverthelefs, to reconnoitre, he difeovered the French troopers 
pofted behind a bank on die other fide of the eminence, who immedt- 
ately difeharged their carbines at him, .and then mounted. Captain Cal- 
laud, on hearing the firing, formed his party, and rode up to the ad- 
vanced guard, where he met Mahomed Iffouf, who told him that the 
enemy were laying in wait to intercept the convoy, and that he believed 
a body of French troops had taken port in the tank where they them- 
felves intended to halt , it was immediately determined to attack diem 
The day was juft beginning to dawn , the troops were formed m one line, 
the Sepoys on the right, and the Europeans on the left, and captain Cal- 
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laud concluding that the enemy would txpett the attack in fiont, ordered 
the Stpavs, under the comnnnd of Mahomed Iflouf, to wheel and attack 
than on the right, w lultl he hitndlf w ith the Europeans fell on the left flank 
'1 he onfit at as \ igoroully made by both divifions almoA in the fame m- 
flaut, and the enema finding thcmlclac* uncxpcdtcdly between two fires, 
abandoned the tank with precipitation , the l'laglifh immediately took pof- 
Icfltoitof it, and a little while after, daylight enabled them to difeoaer that 
the number-. of the enema were 250 Europeans, with four field pieces, 
1000 Sepoy', and 4000 Maforc Lorfc, aalaonoav divided into taao bo- 
cK«, one on each fide of the tank, and began a fmart cannonade, aahich 
a> as anfwercd by the Enghfh field pieces Major Laavrcncc aaas at this 
time fo much indifpofcd, tla-»t he had the day before been obliged to go into 
the eity , and captain Polici commanded in his abfencc, aaho no fooner 
heard the firing Urn he naarclicd to the relief of the party with the 
rift of the army 1 he rcfl ot the enemy’s army at the fame time crof- 
fed the Caacrl, hut the ditlcrcncc of the diftince enabled the Enghfli to 
gei to the t ink lomc time before them thofe of the enemy avho avere 
engaged aauh captain Calhaud’s party, fearful of placing thcmfclvcs be- 
ta’ ecu two fires, made no effort to intercept captain Polici’s divifion , 
hut contented thcmfelacs aaith cannonading them from the right and left 
ns they nda anced a (hot difablcd one of his fiild pieces, and on his ar- 
na.al at the tank lie found that one of thofe avith captain Calhaud had 
(offered the fame misfortune , fomc time avas fpent in fixing thefe guns 
on fparc carnages, during which the enemy’s main body came up, and 
being lomcd by the reft of their troops, die whole noav formed together 
ithin cannon flaot to the right of the tank, their line extending a 
great x’ ay beyond it toaa ards the city Their numbers avere 700 Euro- 
peans, fifty diagoon®, 5000 Sepoys, and 10000 horfe, of aahich fortu- 
nately none avere Morattocs The Enghfli army confiftcd of no more 
than 360 men in battalion, 1 500 Sepoys, and eleven troopers Hoav- 
cvcr, encouraged by their officers, the men (hewed no difniay at the fu- 
p'rionty of the enemy’s force, and prepared avith great alacrity to fight 
their avay back to the camp. The Europeans defiled firft out of the 
tank into the plain, marching onward in a column, ready on the firft oc- 
cafion to face about to the enemy on the right. The Sepoys then followed m 
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a line, which terminating in a right angle with the rear of the batta- 
lion, extended to the left of it The French battalion relying on the 
fupenority of their artillery, which were feven field pieces, did not come 
near enough to do much execution with their mufketry , but their Se- 
poys moving into the rear of the Enghih Sepoys, fired very fmartlj', and 
killed and wounded many of them, as well as lorne of the Europeans, 
amongft whom captain Polier received a wound. However, the Enghih 
t*oops proceeded without making a halt, until they took pofleffion of ano- 
ther tank, fituated about a mile from that which they had quitted. Juft as 
they had got into thispoft, captain Polier received a fecond wound, which 
difabling him from farther fervice, he gave up the command to captain 
Calhaud. The enemy now feemed determined to let the Enghih clcape 
no farther , and threatened a general alfiiult on the tank, for their Se- 
poys and cavalry drew up on three fides of it, whilft the French me- 
naced the other. Major Lawrence, although veiy ill, ordered himfelf 
to be carried to the top of one of the city gates, and contemplaUng 
from thence the difpofitions of both armies, trembled for the fate of 
Ins own , but it happened otherwife The three Enghih field pieces 
were brafs fix pounders, and capable of difeharging a great quanti- 
ty of grape Ihot, and the artillery men, with their ufual dexterity and 
calmnels, fired them with fuch vivacity and good aim as the French bat- 
talion advanced, that m a few minutes they ftruck down near a hundred 
men, which execution ftaggenng the reft, their line halted, irrelblute 
whether to proceed or retreat captain Calhaud feized this inftant, and 
fallymg with all the Europeans, gave them a difeharge of mulketiy lb 
well levelled, that it immediately flung them into dilbrder, and break- 
ing their ranks they ran away m great confufion * their officers endea- 
voured to rally them, but in vain, for they would not ftop before they 
were out of the reach of cannon Ihot, and then could not be prevailed 
upon to return to the attack The Sepoys and My/ore cavalry, who had 
been hitherto kept at bay by the Englifli Sepoys, feeing their Euro- 
pean allies retreating, immediately defifted from disengagement, and 
the whole retreated together by Weycondah to die lfland The 
Englilh contented with their fuccefs, which was indeed greater than 
could have been expefted, did not purfue, but continued their march 
2 quietly 



Book V. 


History or the Carnatic. 359 

quietly to the camp , their lofs was feven Europeans killed, and forty- 1754 
eight, with fix officers out of nine, wounded, and 150 Sepoys were ci- ' * 

thcr hilled or wounded The enemy fuffered much more, having near 
200 of their battalion, and 300 Sepoys killed or wounded The con- 
voy which had returned into the woods, receiving information of the 
enemy's retreat, let out again, and arrived the lame night at the camp, 
which was m fuch want of provifions, that if the enemy had only taken 
' the rclolution of encamping near the ground v’hcrc they had fought, the 
Engltlh army would have been obliged to march away the next day to 
Tanjore 

The enemy reflecting with much vexation upon their dilgrace, thought 
it ncccfiary to perform Ibmc exploit which might re-eftabhlh their re- 
putation : but not having the heart to attack the Englilh in their camp, 
they determined to wreck their vengeance on the Polygar Tondeman, 
whole attachment to the Englilh had alone enabled them to Hand their 
ground at Tritchanopoly, fo long after they could get no more provifi- 
ons from the Tanjore country Accordingly the fecond night after the 
engagement, M Maillin with all his Europeans, 3000 Sepoys, and 
2000 horfe, marched into the Polygar’s country, with an intention to 
commit every kind of ravage ; but the inhabitants alarmed, removed 
their effects, and drove their cattle into the thickeft parts of their woods, 
where it was impofiible to follow them, and the enemy found nothing 
but empty villages to bum, except at Killanore, where after dilperfing 
the Englilh Sepoys ftationed there, they took three or four hundred bags 
of nee, and an iron gun. Vexed that they had wuth much fatigue been 
able to do very little mifchief in this country, they refblved to fall on 
the dominions of the king of Tanjore, and plundering as they went, 
appeared before Kelly Cottah, which furrendered on the fecond day 

Major Lawrence not doubting but that the war thus unexpectedly 
earned into his country would convince the king of the necefSty of 
aCfang again in conjunction with the Engkfh, determined to avail him- 
felf of the firft unprefiion which thefe hoftilities might make upon 
his mind, and prepared to march away to Tanjore The guards at Elimi- 
ferum and the other out-pofts were drawn oft. 100 of the battalion 
were fent into the city to augment the garnfonto 400 Europeans, and 
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the reft of the army fet out the 23d, at two in the morning, proceed- 
ing through Tondeman’s woods. 

Orders at the fame time were fent directing the reinforcement which 
was waiting at Devi Cotah to march and join the army at Tanjore 
The party which had been fent under the command of lieutenant Frazer 
to raife the fiege of Palam Cotah, returned m the month of January to 
Devi Cotah, from whence another was fent m the month of February 
to make an incurfion into the diftrifts of Chilambrum, where the French 
had juft collected a very large haneft of ncc. this detachment confift- 
ed of thirty Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, commanded by a volunteer of 
no experience They deftroyed and let fire to a great quantity of gram 
which they found piled up m ftachs in the fields , but hearing that 
the enemy’s principal magazine was at Manarcoile, a pagoda, twelve 
miles fouthw’eft from Chilambrum, they marched againft the place, 
and fummoned the French ferjeant who commanded in it. The man 
perceiving that they had no battering cannon, anfwcred their fummons 
by a defiance The Englifh officer believing, neverthelefs, that he fhould 
by the fire of his mufketiy alone oblige the garrifon to furrender, re- 
mained before the place, making (omc very aukward and inefficient dif- 
pofiuons to reduce it The French garrifon at Chilambrum apprized of 
this by the feqeant, marched and came upon them by furprize, and 
the feqeant faltymg at the fame time with 100 Sepoys, the party was 
entirely routed, and the officer, with nine of his Europeans, w'erc made 
pnfoners The detachment, under the command of captain Pigou, ar- 
riving foon after this at Devi Cotah, deterred the enemy for foire 
time from committing any hofbhties in tins part of the country, but 
finding at length that thefe troops, whilft waiting for orders to march 
to Tntchanopoly, did not venture to make any meurfions into their ter- 
ritories, Mr Duplex reafliimed his mtenuons of reducing Palam Cotah , 
and in the end of April a parly confifting of eight hundred Sepoys and 
feventy Europeans, with three pieces of battering cannon, and fome 
field pieces, appeared before the place, the governor immediately 
applied for affiftance to the company’s agent at Devi Cotah fome 
time was loft in debating whether the troops intended for the reinforce- 
ment of the army at Tntchanopoly ought to be expofed on tins ftrvice : 
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but at length evaft intelligence being received of the enemy’s numbers, 
it was concluded that they could run no great rifqUe in attacking them , 
and they marched, accompanied by five hundred Sepoys. Early the 
next morning they arrived within four miles of Palam Cotah , when 
the enemy difcovcrmg them immediately fpiked up their heavy can- 
non, blew up and threw into ponds and wells all their ammunition, 
and marched away towards Chilambrum. Five hundred Sepoys were 
detached with orders to harrafs diem until the main body fliould come 
up , but they had fo much the ftartfand continued their march with 
fuch precipitation, that the purfuit was vain. Two days after a report 
prevailed that die Morattoes who had entered the kingdom of Tan- 
jorc, intended to intercept the Englifli troops m their return to Devi 
Cotah , to prevent which dicy immediately quitted Palam Cotah The 
French at Chilambrum hearing of their departure, marched out in 
hopes of gaining fomc advantage over them in the retreat , and their 
advanced guard of Sepoys came up before the firft divifion had croffed 
the Colcroon , enfign Richard Smith, with the rear guard of three 
hundred Sepoys, was ordered to make head againft them, and kept 
them at a diftancc until the reft had gained the other bank , but as 
foon as he began to retreat with the rear guard, the enemy, now aug- 
mented to the number of one thoufand Sepoys, preffed hard upon him, 
and the freflies of the Coleroon happening to defeend at this time, the 
river was nfen fo much fince the firft divifion began to crofs, that it was 
now fcarccly fordable, the rear, however, having no other relource, 
determined to crofs it at all events, and were all the while expofed to 
the enemy’s fire from the thickets which covered the bank, by which 
twenty men were wounded, and fomc of the fhorteft fize were drown- 
ed in the ftream A few days after his return to Devi Cotah captain 
Pigou received orders from major Lawrence to proceed to Tanjore 
The major purfumg his march through the woods, was met the 
day after his departure from Trttchanopoly by the Polygar Tondeman, 
whom he received with the refpe£t due to his fidelity and attachment to 
the Englifli caufe The fame day hkewife came an exprels from the 
king of Tanjore, fraught with compliments for the refolution which the 
major had taken to come to his affiftance, and prefling him to haften 
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Ins march. Indeed what had juft happened in his country rendered 
the major’s approach every day more and more welcome From Kelly 
Cotah the enemy went to Coiladdy,. which having taken 1 on the 24th, 
they immediately cut through the great bank, which preventing the 
waters of the Caveri from running into the channel of the Coleroon, 
may be called the bulwark of the fertility of die Tanjore country _ 
This, therefore, was the greateft mifchief they could do to that 
nation, and ftruck them with fo much confternation, that the king 

' thinking it neceflaiy to fliew fome appearance of vigour, ordered his 
uncle Gauderow to march with 1 500 horfe to Tncatapoly, and pumfh 
the enemy , but this unwary general was furpnzed the next day by 
an enemy he did not expedt The Nabob, during the cour/e of 
the war, had made feveral propofals to induce Moran-row to return to 
his own country, but the exorbitance of the demands on one fide, and 
the diftrefs for money on the other, had hitherto been mfurmount- 
able obftacles to the conclufion of the treaty. The fame cauies having 
now feparated the Morattoes from the Myioreans, the Nabob entertain- 
ed hopes that he fliould get rid of this dangerous enemy without expence. 
But Morari-row lay at Fitchandah, brooding fchemes, and determined 
not to depart before he had got a certain fum of money from one or 
other of the contending parties, and perhaps from both The march 
of Gauderow to Tncatapoly, inftantly fuggefted to him that a fevere 
blow ftruck upon thefe troops by die Morrattoes would infallibly induce 
the king of Tanjore, already terrified by the meurfions of the French 
and Myforeans, to furnilh the money neceflary to purchafe his retreat, 
if difappomted in this expectation, he at leaft would have the latisfaCh- 
on of taking vengeance for the fevere blow which the Morattoes had 
fuftamed from Monack-jee in the beginning of the year Animated by 
this double motive of mtereft and revenge, he crofled the two nvers m 
the night with 3000 of his belt troops, who fell at day-break upon 
Gaudeiow’s party fo funoufly that only 300 with their general efcaped, 
the reft, were all either killed or taken prifoners Two days after this 
defeat, the Engli/h arrived at Tanjore, where they were joined by 
the detachment from Devi Cotah, of 150 Europeans, and §00 Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Pigou. Major Lawrence being at this 
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time much indifpofcd, deputed captain Calhaud to adl in conjundion 
With Mr. Palk m the conferences with the king upon the meafurcs 
ncccfiary to be taken 

They found that although the late misfortunes had convinced die 
king of his imprudence in withdrawing his afii fiance from the Enghfli, 
as well as m difplacing his general Monack-jcc, they had not weaned 
him from Ids aficdion to Succojcc, whole counicls had brought fuch 
dillrcfs upon himfclf and his country Seeking, as irrefolute minds 
generally do, to reconcile mcompatabilitics lie wanted to employ the 
general without removing his mortal enemy the miniller However, 
finding diat the difmiffion of Succojcc was the only condition on 
which the Englifli would accept of his alliance, and hearing at the 
fame time that they daily expcdtcd confiderablc reinforcements, fuch as 
might enable them to carry on the war without him, he at length con- 
fented to bamfli Succojcc from his prefence and councils, and not only 
remftated Monack-jcc in the command of the army, but likcwife ap- 
pointed him prime mmiflcr. Mr Palk and captain Calhaud, to fc- 
cure the king from a rclapfc, infilled that the difgraccd mmiflcr 
Should immediately quit the kingdom, and he departed with his family, 
giving out that he was going to vifit fbme famous pagoda at a gieat 
Alliance, the ufual pretext of fuch great men of the Indian religion, 
who think it ncccflaiy to retreat from danger, or are obliged to retire 
from power. This change, fo cfiential to the mterefls of the Nabob 
and the Eaft-India company, was effeded within feven days after the 
arrival of the army at Tanjore, and Monack-jce received his com- 
miffions from the king in ceremony on the 7th of June, and imme- 
diately began to levy new troops to repair the lofs which the Tan- 
jonne army had lately fuftamed , but as it required fbme time to colled 
the recruits, Major Lawrence requefled the prefidency to haften the 
jundion of Maphuze Khan, and of the reinforcements which were 
arrived at Madrafs from Bombay and Europe , fo that the whole might 
march from Tanjore to Tntchanopoly in one body 

Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in battalion, half Europeans 
and half TopafTes, together with 500 Sepoys, marched to join Maphuze 
Khan at Conjevaram, and from thence to proceed with him to Tanjore. 
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This man, as fond of being at the head of a body of troops as he was 
incapable of employing them to any good purpofe, (hewed no inclina- 
tion to quit the country about Arcot, giving for a rcafon that Abdul- 
wfcthab Khan had failed to advance the money ncceffary to fatisfy his 
troops. Under this pretext he moved up and down the country, levy- 
ing contributions from fucli forts and polygars as were notrftrong enough 
to relift him At length receiving afliiranccs from the prelidency that they 
would'fumilh him with money, provided he would march immediately 
to the louthward, he fet up his ftandard at Conjevaram in the month of 
May, and allured them that he would proceed without delay, but Mr. 
Dupleix, well acquainted with his charaftcr, confounded this refolution, 
by ordering the garrilon of Gmgee, with iome other troops, to take 
the field. This body although much inferior to Maphuze Khan's force, 
frightened him fo much that he declared he could not proceed unlels lie 
was joined by a detachment of Europeans : in the mean time the 
enemy, encouraged by his imbecilhty, advanced from Gmgee, and took 
the fort of Outramaloor, which lays about 20 miles nearly weft from 
Sadrafs, and flufhed by this fuccefs they proceeded to another fort foil 
nearer to Conjevaram : but enfign Pichard, who had now joined Maphuze 
Khan with a platoon of Europeans, prevailed upon him to march agamft 
the enemy, who on their approach retreated to Outramaloor j enlign Pi- 
chard finding Maphuze Khan not a little elated wnth this acknowledg- 
ment of his fuperiority, perfoaded him to follow them, and attack the 
fort, which being ifi a ruinous condition, a general aflault was given, which 
fucceeded, and the enemy ran away m a pamck to Gmgee, w’here they 
(hut themfelves up This fuccefs, neverthelels, did not induce Maphuze 
Khan to proceed as he had promifed to Tritchanopoly , but he returned 
to Conjevaram with a refolution not to quit it again until he had received 
the money he had fo often demanded The prefidency finding he was 
not to be influenced by any other motive, paid him 50,000 rupees, and 
agreed to pay as much more after he had crofled the Coleroon, 
this and the jun&ion of the large detachment fent to accompany him, 
left him without any farther pretences for delay, and he began his 
march from Conjevaram in the beginning of July. 
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Moran-row returning, after the victory he had gained over Gauderow, 
to Ins camp on the other fide of the Coleroon, purfued the reft of his 
feheme, writing to the Nabob, who was then juft arrived at Tanjore, 
that if he would give him fccuriry for the payment of 300,000 rupees, 
he would return to Ins own country, and never more be an enemy cither 
to lnm, the English, or the Tanjorincs. The Nabob having no money, 
applied as the Morattoc had fbrfccn, to the king of Tanjore, who, after 
many meetings contented to furmfli it, and die articles were drawn up 
and figned, ftipuhting that 50,000 rupees ftiould be paid as foon as the 
Morattocs arrived at Volcondah, 100,000 more when they came to the 
pafs of the weftem mountains, and the remaining 150,000 when 
they arrived m their own country. Whilft this tranfa&ion was car- 
rying on at Tanjore, Moran-row acquainted the regent of Mylbre that 
he was in treaty with the Nabob, but offered if the Myforean would 
pay him the arrears he had fo often demanded to return to his afiift- 
ancc the regent lent him what money he could fparc, about 50,000 
rupees, which the Morattoc no fooner received than he marched away 
with all his troops to Volcondah, and in the beginning of July left the 
province and went to his own country, which lays about 100 miles 
north-caft from Arcot Here Moran-row, after he furrendered Tntch- 
anopoly to Nizam-al-muluck in 1741, was permitted to ered a prin- 
cipality, dependant indeed on the Soubah of the decan, but mdependant 
of his own nation * as all new ftates arc conducted with more vigour 
and attention than fuch as have been long eftablilhed, he foon made 
himfelf admired and refpedted by his neighbours, cnliftmg none of his 
countrymen but fuch as were of approved valour, and treating them, 
lb well, that they never entertained any thoughts of quitting him - on 
the contrary the whole army feemed as one family , the fpint of exploit’ 
which he contrived to keep up amongft them by equitable partitions of 
plunder, rendered them fond of their fatigues, and they never complain^ 
cd but when they had nothing to do The'choice he made of his of- 
ficers ftill more difeovered his capacity , for there was not a command- 
er of 100 horfe who was not fit to command the whole , notwithftandr 
ing which every one was contented in his particular ftation, and they 
all lived in perfedt harmony with each other, and in perfedt obedience 
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to their general So that this body of troops were, without exception, 
the beft foldiers of native Indians at this time in Indoftan. Befides the 
qualities common to the reft of the Morattoe nation, fuch as adhvity, 
ftratagem, great dexterity in the management of their horfes and fa- 
bres, they had by their conflicts againft Europeans furtnountedin a great 
•degree the terror of fire_arms, although oppofed to them with, the 
fteadieft difcipline, and what is more extraordinary, were even capable 
of Handing againft the vivacity of a cannonade from field pieces: al- 
though this terrible annoyance, never made ufe of in India before die 
war we are commemorating, continued to ftrike all other Indian 
troops with as much terror as their anceftors felt when regular mufketiy 
was firft emplojed againft them. 

Immediately after the departure of die Engbfli army, the gamfbrt 
of Tritchanopoly received two or three convoys from the woods, upon 
which the enemy eroded the Caven, and encamped on the plain, 
firft at Chuckley-apollam, and afterwards to the fouth of the city, 
■changing their camp feveral times, between Elimiferum and the five 
rocks, their patroles conftandy traverfing this line rendered it im- 
poffible for die Sepoys at Kellinore to pafs with any more pro- 
vifions, and the garrifon were obliged to live on their ftock, which 
with ipanng management might laft for diree months More dian 
one had already elap/ed before die treaty with the Morattoes was con- 
cluded at Tanjore , after which major Lawrence, anxious to return, 
prefied Monack-jee to march Few of the generals of India have any 
notion of the value of time m military operations, and Monack-jee either 
pretended or found fuch difficulties m recruiting his cavalry, that he de- 
clared he could not be ready before die end of July. Weaned with 
thefe delays, and hoping that fuch a mark of his impatience would 
excite the Tanjonnes to follow him, major Lawrence, acccompanied 
bv the Nabob, marched away with the Englifli troops from Tanj'ore 
on die 22d, and encamped at Atchempettah, a town in the woods be- 
longing to the Colleries, about twelve miles tveft from Tanjore : five 
days after Monack-jee fet up his ftandard and joined him with the 
TanjOnne army, but he now declared that his troops would be greatly 
drifatisfied if they proceeded any farther before Maphuze Khan w'lth 

the 



r. 


i 


IIl<TORV 01 Tltr CmiN ATIC 

the reinforcement tint accompanied him came up The Nabob likc- 
wifc pre fling mnnr Lawrence to wait for thofe troops, he much againft 
hi* anil contented, but obliged Monach-jcc to colled a quantity of pro- 
vifbn* fiiinc ent to replace what ihould be confumcd by the Englifh 
trr^n m the ficll and in Tntchanopj’.v, during the delay occafioncd 
h this resolution 

At this tune ? revolution, little capered by anj one in India, hap- 
pened n the :t>v eminent of Pondichcm. 'I he airc&or* of the Enghfli 
Eaft Indt? vonapanv had m the preceding year, made rcprelintations to 
the nvmftrv of Great Britain, on the hoflilitics in which they were in- 
volved on the coaft of Coromandel, and folhcitcd tlic fupport of the 
po. eminent either to terminate or cirry on a war, which their own re- 
liances were little able to continue agamft the French companv, ftrongly 
fuppo'tcd In the adminifiration of France The Britifli miniftry foon 
conceived the ncccfwy of interfering vigoroufly, to Hop tlic ambitious 
proc£l» of Mr Duplciv, and began a ncgociation with tlic French mi- 
mftn on the fubjcfl Mr. Duvclacr, a dircflor of the French company, 
together with his brother the count de Lude, who had both of them 
refided for mam jears in the Eaft Indie*, were deputed from Paris, to 
treat with the miniftry in London, and had frequent conferences with 
the c-rl of Holdcrncfie, at that time one of his majefty’s principal lecrc- 
tancs of (He, who by much application and frequent enquiries from all 
pcrfbns capable of giving true information, had gained an extenfive 
Know lege of the fuhjcft, however intricate and little underftood This 
miniftcr finding that the French endeavoured as ufual, to gam time 
under the pretence of negotiating, prevailed on the king, to order a 
fquadron of men of war to be equipped, on board of which a regiment 
was to be embarked for the Eaft Indies This vigorous refolution 
convinced the French admimftration, that a pcrfevcrance in their 
fehemes of making conqucfts, and obtaining dominions in Indoftan, 
would foon involve the two nations m a general war for which France 
was in no wife prepared , and they confentcd that the dilputcs of the 
two companies ftiould be adjufted by commiflarics in India, on a foot- 
ing of equality , without any regard to tlic advantages which either the 
one or the other might be in pofleflion of, at the tune when the treaty 
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fliould be concluded. It now remained only to choofe fuch commiffa- 
ries, as would implicitly fulfil thefe intentions, and the French thcm- 
felves, were fo fully convinced that Mr. Dupleix, was not a man fit 
■to be trufted with a commifiion, which contradicted fo ftrongly 
■every part of his conduct fince the beginning of the war of Coro- 
mandel, that they forefaw the Enghfti mimftry would fufpeCt the 
good faith of every pacific profeffion" they had lately made, if they 
fliould offer to nominate Mr. Dupleix a commiflaty to adjuft: the terms 
•of peace. Having therefore no alternative, they of their own accord, 
and without any application from the Enghfti mimftry, took the relo- 
Jution of removing him from the government of Pondicherry , and ap- 
pointed Mr Godelicu a director of the French company, their commit 
fary to negociate die peace, and at the fame time commander general, 
with abfolute authority over all their fettlcments in the Eafl: Indies The 
Englilh company empowered Mr Saunders, and fome other members of 
the council of Madrafs to treat with Mr Godeheu. 

On the ift of Auguft, Mr Dupleix received advice of thefe refolu- 
tons, and the next day, a (hip anchored at Pondicherry with Mr. 
Godeheu on board He landed immediately, proclaimed his commit 
fion, and took upon him the admimftration of the government, which 
Mr Dupleix refigned to him with die fame affeftation of compofure and 
feremty, that he had always fhevvn on eveiy other difappointment or re- 
verfe of fortune By this reaionablc conduct, he preferved himfelf from 
an ignominy which was ready to be- exercifed upon him, m cafe he had 
proved refractory, for Mr. Godeheu was furmftied with one of thole 
orders figned by the king, which fuperfedes all forms of the French laws 
and junfprudence, by declaring the perfon againft whom it is directed a 
■criminal of ftate, and renders all other perfons guilty of high treafon, 
who refufe to affift m carrying the mandate into execution. His foccefior 
Mr Godeheu not having occafion to make ufc of this extremity of his 
power, treated him with much relpeCt, and even permitted him to con- 
tinue the exhibition of thofo marks of Moorifh dignity, which both Mur- 
zafa-jing, and Salabad-jing, had permitted him to difplay, when 
they appointed him Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe were of various 
flags and enfigns, various inftruments of military mufic, particular orna- 
ments 
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J754. A deep watcrcourfe, fupphed from the Caven to the caftward of 
Chuckleya-pollam, intcrfctts the plain nearly at an equal diflancc between 
the French rock and Ehmiflnun, and ftrikcs to the fbuth of the fugar 
loaf rock , a large bank ran along that fide of the watcrcourfc which 
was neareft to the enemy, "who by taking poflcfllon of this bank might 
have obliged major Lawrence either to have altered the courfc of his 
march, or to have engaged them under a very great difadvantage : 
but their commander, Mr Maiffin, for reafons not publickly avow- 
ed, neglefted to avail himfclf of this advantage The Englifli army 
advancing dofc by Ehmifcrum m a dircdt line from thence to the 
city, perceived and were furprized at this neglcd, and major Lawrence 
immediately ordered the advanced guard, confiding of 400 Sepoys, and 
100 Europeans with two field pieces, to proceed brifkly and fccure that 
part of the bank and watcrcourfc over which he intended to march. 
As they approached the enemy cannonaded them, but did nothing more , 
and the whole army foon after eroded the bank without interrupti- 
on , after which they halted and formed m two lines, cvtendmg ob- 
liquely between the fugar loaf and the French rocks from the water- 
courfc towards the city The firft line was compofcd entirely of the Englifli 
troops , the battalion with the field pieces in the center, and the Sepoys 
on each wing . m the fccond line was the baggage, accompanied by the 
Tanjorine cavalry and Pcans, with the rear guard of 100 Europeans, 
and 400 Sepoys, in this order they waited for the enemy, who were 
drawn up m a line parallel to them, at about the diflance of a mile * their 
battalion having been reinforced the night before with 200 men, con- 
futed of goo Europeans, and 400 Topafles, who with their Sepoys 
were on the nght near the fugar loaf rock : the Mylorc cavalry, about 
10000, extended fo far to the left, that many of them were drawn up 
to the weftward of the city , as their line approached the French advan- 
ced three field pieces, which cannonaded the left of the Englifli line, 
but were foon filcnccd by a fupenor fire however, the enemy continued 
to advance until they came within cannon fhot, when they were fired 
upon from ten pieces of cannon, which they anfwered with eight 
The Englifh fire was much hotter and better directed than the enemy’s, 
and in a few rounds ftruck down more than fifty of the French batta- 
lion. 
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lion , upon which the whole went fuddcnly to the right about, and 
marched away towards their camp at the five rocks, in the fame order 
as they had advanced , major Lawrence preparing to follow them received 
intelligence that his convoy was expofed to a danger which demanded 
his whole attention , the rear guard by fbmc miftakc quitted their flation 
during the cannonade, and formed upon the right of the firft line, and 
Monack-jcc likcwifc quitted the convoy, and drew up the Tanjorine 
cavalry in a feparate body at a diftancc, in order to prevent the Myfb- 
rcans from falling upon the right flank of the army and baggage. Hi- 
dernaig, the belt officer of the Myfbrcans, happened to be in this part of 
the plain, and feeing the baggage left without protection, ordered fbme 
of his troops to amuic the Tanjonnes m front, whilft he lnmfelf with 
another body galloped round the French rock, and fell upon the rear 
of the convoy, amongft which they created no fmall confufion, and 
fcized thirty-five carts, fbmc of them laden with arms and ammunition, 
and others with baggage belonging to the Englifh officers. Major 
Law'rcncc, as foon as he difeovered the miftakes which had given rife 
to this difordcr, directed the rear guard to march back to their flation ; 
but before they arrived the enemy were gone off W’lth their booty to- 
wards Chuchlcya-polhm A party of 500 Topafles and Sepoys, with 
two guns, had eroded the Caveri, and were advancing at this time from 
Senngham to take poflefiion of the French rock, which being perceived 
by captain Kilpatrick, he fallied with a part of his garnfon, and cannon- 
aded them fo brifkly that they retreated in great confufion to the ifland 
Some time w'as fpent in reaffembling the fcattered bullocks and coolies ; 
after which the army continued their march, and encamped near the 
w’alls to the fouth of die city Eight Europeans were killed by the 
cannonade, and amongft them captain Pigou, an officer of promifing 
hopes, whofe death was much lamented , near 100 of the French ba- 
talion were killed and wounded , but the irrefolution and famtneCs of 
their behaviour this day was not imputed fo much to want of courage, 
as to orders, which it was fuppofed their commander Mr Maiflin had 
received, to avoid a general engagement 

The flock of provifions brought with the army were depofited in 
the- city for the ufe of the garnfon, and major Lawrence determined to 
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get fuppkes for his camp as ufual from Tanjore andTondemans coun- 
try. but as it was neceflary to drive the enemy from the plain before this 
could be effe&ed with facility, he moted on the 20th of Auguft to die 
Facquire’s tope, hoping to provoke them to light. This motion pro- 
duced a different but a better effedt, for at noon they fet lire to their 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellmoor, oppofite to die head of the 
ifland In the e\enmg Monack-jee, with the Tanjonnes, inverted EIi- 
miferum, where the enemy had a guard of 1 50 Sepoys, and thirteen 
Europeans, with one piece of cannon. Thefe after \ ery little reliftance 
lurrendered on the 22d, and a garriion of 200 Enghlh Sepojs, with a 
few artillery men, were left to fecure it 

Major Lawrence finding that die enemy (lie wed no inclination to quit 
Moota Chellmoor, marched from the Facquire’s tope on the ift of Sep- 
tember, and encamped nearer to them, to the north-weft of Warriore 
pagodas They had made an inundation on each flank of their camp , 
the Oaven was in their rear , and they had flung up W'orks and mount- 
ed cannon to defend dieir front, which was acceflible only by one 
road leadmgthrough rice fields cohered with water Notwithftandingthe 
advantages of this fituation, they had not courage to continue m it; 
but fufpedmg that the Enghfli intended to attack them, they crofied the 
nver in the night, and retreated to Senngham The Enghfli took pof- 
fefiion of the port the}' had abandoned, and finding that they had done 
much nnfchief to thewatercourfeswhich from this place fupply the ditches 
and refervoirs of Tritchanopoly, they employed iome days in repairing 
them , after which major Lawrence, in compliance with a promife he had 
made to the king of Tanjore, detached Monack-jee with the Tanjonne 
troops, accompamedhyaparty of 220 Europeans, 600 Sepoys, and two 
field pieces, under the command of captain Jofeph Smith, to Coiladdy, in 
order to prated: the coolies employed there n repairing the great bank 
which the enemy had ruined in the month of-May The rainy fea- 
fon being now let in, the reft of the Enghfli battalion and Sepoys 
went into cantonments in Warriore pagodas, on the 13th of Sep- 
tember 

At this time a fquadron, under the command of admiral Watfon, 
confiftmg of three fhips, of 60, 50, and 20 guns, with a Hoop, as 
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alfo Several of the company’s ihip% arrived on the fcoaft, having on 
board the 49th regiment of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
Adlercron, with 40 of the king’s artilleiy men, and 200 recruits 
for the company’s troops The French likewife had received during 
this feafon, 1200 men, of which number 600 were a body of huflars, 
under die command of Fitfcher, a partizan of fome reputation ; but the 
teft were only raw recruits fo that both fides now were able to bring 
into the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans, but the Englifh 
troops were m quality fo much fupenor to the French, that if this long 
and obfbnately contefted war had now refted on the decifion of the fword, 
there is no doubt but that the French would foon have been reduced to afk 
for peace on much lefs advantageous terms than the prefidency of Madrafs 
were obliged to accede to, in obedience to the orders they now received 
from Europe Mr Godeheu Iumfelf was fenfible of this dilpanty, and 
dreading at the fame time the advantages which the Englifh might de- 
rive from their fquadroti, he (hewed a moderation in his propofols foffi- 
cient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree to a fufpenfion of arms, before 
the terms of the treaty were adjufted 

The allies on both fides were included in this fufpenfion, which was 
proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicherry, Tritchanopoly, and in all other 
plaCeS on the coaft of Coromandel, where the Englifh and French had 
troops, on the 1 ith of October , from this day it was to continue un- 
til the 1 ith of January As foon as it was proclaimed major Lawrence, 
who now received a commiffion appointing him to the rank of lieute- 
nant colonel m the king’s fervice, quitted Tritchanopoly and came to 
Madrafs, where he was prefented by the prefident, in the name of the 
company, with a fword enriched with diamonds, as a token of their ac- 
knowledgment of his military fervices Thefe difbnChons, however, 
did not countervail his fenfe of the negleCt which had been fhewn 
him, by fending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fupenor rank, to 
command the Englifh troops m India 

The two armies at Tritchanopoly, whilft remaining in expectation of 
the fufpenfion of arms, had attempted nothing decifive againfl each 
other fince the French retreated to the lfland The French indeed de- 
tached a ftfong party to cannonade the workmen repairing the great bank 
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1754.. at Coiladdy , and thefe troops appeared, feveral tunes m fight of captain 
Smith’s detachment, but were by the vigilance of that officer prevented 
from giving any interruption to the work : lome other parties likewife 
molefted the coolies repairing the watercourfes at Moota Chelhnoor, but 
they defifted as fbon as Mahomed IfTouf, with fix companies of Sepoys, 
were ftationed there. In other parts of the province veiy few difturbances 
had happened fince Maphuze Khan had marched from Conjevaram to 
fort St David, where he fbll remained. The Phoufdar of Velore, fbon 
after he releafed captain Smith m April, made overtures, offering to 
acknowledgeMahomed-ally, upon which the prefidency of Madrafs gave 
him in writing a promife of their protection fo long as he conformed to 
the allegiance due from him, to the Nabob , and Abdul-wahab the Na- 
bob’s brother, made a treaty with him on the fame condition. 

To the northward the French had eftablifhed their government in the 
four provinces ceded to them by Salabad-jing, but not without fome 
difficulty and oppofition Jaffer-ally Khan, the Nabob who had for fome 
time governed the provinces of Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, refblved 
not to refign them to Mr Bufiy , and finding Vizeramrauze the moft 
powerful Rajah of thole countriess with whom he was then at war, m 
the fame difpofition with himfelfj he not only made peace, but entered 
into a league with the Raja , and both agreed to oppofe the French with 
all their force in confequence of which treaty they applied for fupport 
to the Enghfli factory at Vizagapatnam, as alfb to the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs , the Englifh encouraged them in their refblution, but were too 
much occupied in the Carnatic to fumifli the fuccours they demanded 
The mterefts of the Indian princes and Moonfh governors perpetually 
claflung with one another, and with the mtereft of the Mogul, will 
perhaps always prevent the empire of Indofran from coercing the 
ambitious attempts of any powerful European nation when not 
oppofed by another of equal force , much lefs will any particular prin- 
cipality m India be able to withftand fuch an invader Mi Moracin, 
the French chief at Mafulipatnam, not having troops enough to 
reduce the united forces of the Rajah and Nabob, made overtures to 
Vizeramrauze, offering to farm out to him the countries of Rajahmun- 
drum and Chicacole at a lower rate than they had ever been valued at. 

Such 
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Such a temptation was perhaps never refilled by any prince in Indoftan, 
and Jaffcr-ally Khan finding himfelf abandoned by his ally, quitted his 
country full of indignation, and determined to take refuge with Ra- 
gogt Bonfala the Morattoc general travelling with this intention to the 
weftward he fell in with an army of 20000 Morattoes, commanded by 
the fon of Ragogi Bonfala, whom he cafily prevailed upon to make 
in mcurfion into the Chicacole countries over the mountains, which till 
this time were deemed impafliblc by cavalty , but a Polygar, who had 
been driven out of his territory by the Rajah, and accompanied 
the Nabob in his flight, undertook to conduct them through defiles 
and partes known to very few except himfelf The Morattoes under 
this guide entered the province of Chicacole, whilfl the Rajah thinking 
fuch an inroad impoflibic, lay negligently encamped near his capital , 
where falling upon him by furprizc, they gained an cafy viftory over 
his troops, and the Rajah hurried away to Mafulipatnam, to demand 
afiiflancc from the French. In the mean time the Morattoes earned 
fire and fword through the province, and more particularly duelled 
their ravages againfl: his patrimonial territory. Amongft other de- 
predations they burnt the Dutch faflory of Bimlapatnam, m which 
they found fcveral cherts of treafure, but they offered no violence 
to the Enghfh fallory of Vizagapatnam Mr Moracm immediately de- 
tached all the force he had, about 150 Europeans, and 2500 Se- 
poys, to join the Rajah's army, who now marched againft the enemy ? 
but the Morattoes kept m feparate bodies out of his reach, until they 
had got as much plunder as they could find means to carry awayj 
which having fent forward with a confiderable efcort, they, in order to- 
fccure their booty from purfuit, marched with their mam body and 
offered Vizeramrau2e battle The fight was maintained, irregularly 
for feveral hours, but with courage on both fides the Morattoes, 
however, at laft gave way before the French artillery they neverthe- 
lefs remained fomc days longer in the neighbourhood, until they 
heard that their convoy was out of reach of danger , when they fiid- 
denly decamped, croffed the Godavery at a ford which they had difco- 
vered, and parting through the province of Yalore, coafted the northern 
mountains of Condavir, until they got out of the French territones, who ra- 
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1754 ther than expofe their provinces to a lecond ravage by oppoling their re- 
treat, fullered them to proceed without interruption through leveral difficult 
pafies where they might eafily have been flopped In the month of July 
Mr Bully came from Golconda to Mafuhpatnam, from whence he went 
to the city of Rajamundrum, and fettled the government of his new ac- 
quiGtions, in. which die French were now acknowledged lovereigns, 
without a rival or competitor, for the Morattoes, content with the 
plunder they had gotten, {hewed no farther inclination to affift Jaffer-ally 
Khan in the recovery of his governments , who having no other relource 
left, flung himlelf upon the clemency of Salabad-jmg, and went to 
Aurangabad, where he made his fubmiffions. 

As loon as the fufpenlion of arms was declared m the Carnatic, Mr. 
Watlon, with the fquadron, left the coaft, in order to avoid the ftormy 
monloon, and proceeded to Bombay In the end of December com- 
modore Pocock arrived at Madrafs widi a reinforcement of two men of 
war, one of 70 and one of 60 guns By this time Mr Saunders and 
Mr Godeheu had adjufled, as far as their powers extended, the terms 
which were’ to reftore tranquillity to the Carnatic 

They were only impowered to make a conditional treaty, which was 
not to be deemed definitive until it had received the approbation of the 
two companies in Europe, who had referved to themfelves the pow- 
er of annulling or altering die whole or any part of it This 
conditional treaty ftipulated as a balls, diat the two companies were 
for ever to renounce all Moorifli government and dignity, were never to 
interfere in any differences that might anfe between the princes of the: 
country , and that all places, excepting fuch as lliould be Aipulated to re- 
, main in the pofleffion of each company, were to be delivered up to the 
government of Indoftan The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a nfque of engaging them 
in future wars, either with one another, or with the princes of the country 
In the Tanjore country the Englilh were to poflels Devi Cotah, the 
French, Kancal, with their prefent diftridls . on the coaft of Coroman- 
del die Englilh were to poflels Madrals and fort St Daud, the Fiench, 
Pondicherry, with diftridls of equal value , and if it lliould appear that the 
Englilh pofleffion in the kingdom of Tanjore and in die Carnatic to- 
gether, • 
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gcthcry were of more value than the French poflefilons m thole coun- 1754 
tncs, then the French were to be allowed an equivalent for this differ- v "”~ v 
cnee m a Icttlcmcnt to be chofcn between the river of Gondecama and 
Nizampitnam * diftri&s near Mafulipatnam were to be afeertamed of 
equal taluc with the ifland of Divi, and of thclc diftrids and the lfland 
a partition was to made as the tw-o nations could agree in the choice, 
to the northward of the diflri&s of Mafulipatnam, m the Rajahmundrum 
and Chicacolc countries, each nation w'crc to have four or five iubor- 
dinatc fadtoncs, or fimplc houCcs of trade, without territorial revenues, 
chofcn lo as not to interfere with one another Upon thclc conditions 
a truce was to take place between them and their allies, on thecoaft 
of Coromandel, until the anfwcrs fliould be received from Europe con- 
cerning tins convention. Both nations obliged themfclvcs, during the 
truce, not to procure any new grant or ccfiion from the princes of the 
countrj , nor to build forts , but they w'crc permitted to repair fuch for- 
tifications as were at this time in their poflefiion Neither were to pro- 
ceed to any celfions, rctrocefiions, or evacuations until a definitive 
treaty fliould be concluded m Europe, at which time were to be 
fettled the indemnifications which each was to receive for the expences 
incurred by the war. 

The truce to which this conditional treaty gave birth, ipecified that if 
either of the European nations committed any ads of hoftihty, or in- 
croichcd upon the poflefilons of the other, commiflarics were to be ap- 
pointed 'to examine and adjuft the dilpute , but if the Indian allies of ei- 
ther fide committed violences agamft either of the two nations, both 
v ere to unite in rcpulfing them * it was likewile agreed to proceed to an 
exchange of pnfoners as far as the number taken by the French extend- 
ed , this was only 250, w'hcrcas the Enghfli had 900 

This convention was in reality nothing more than a ceflation of ho- 
flihttcs for eighteen months , fincc there was no pofitive obligation on ei- 
ther of the companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefentatives 
exprefled m the conditional treaty In the mean time the French w'ere 
left to enjoy, without interruption, the revenues of all the territories which 
they had acquired during the war Thefe incomes, according to the ac- 
counts pubhflicd by themfelves, were, from Karical in the kingdom of 
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1754. Tanjore, 96,000 rupees, from the eighty villages in the diftnCt of 
Pondicherry, 105,000 , from Mafuhpatnam with its dependancies, from 
the ifland of Divi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, and Condavir, all con- 
tiguous territories, I ,'44 1,000 , from the four provinces of Yalore, Muf- 
taphaNagar, Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, 3,100,000, from lands 
in the Carnatic, to the fouth of the river Paliar, 1,700,000, from die 
the ifland of Seringham and its dependancies, which Mahomed ally had 
given up to the Myloreans when they came to his affiftance, and which 
the Myloreans now gave to the French, 400,000 , in all 6,842,000 
rupees, equal to 855,000 pounds flerhng. 

The acceflions which the Enghfli had made during the war to the uliial 
incomes of their fettlements on the coafi: of Coromandel, were no more 
than 800,000 rupees, drawn annually from lands laying to the north of 
_the Paliar, mortgaged by the Nabob to reimburfe the great fum of money 
they had defrayed on his account in military expences. It was therefore 
evident that no motive of ambition had induced them to carry on this 
war . on the contrary, the continuance of it was deemed, and perhaps 
with reafon, incompatible with the exiftencp of the company , otherwife 
it would be impoflible either to account for or excufe the conduct of 
the directors, by whofe orders the prcfidency of Madrafs was obliged 
to conclude a truce on fuch precarious and unequal terms as would ena- 
ble the French to recommence the war with double ftrength if the con- 
ditional treaty was not accepted by their mimftty m Europe, who for this 
very reafon might be ftrongly tempted to rejeCt it However the Englifh 
kept one advantage in their power, by not releafing 650 prifoners whom 
they had taken during the war more than the French had taken from 
them , and they derived another advantage of the greateft confoquence, by 
the removal of Mr Dupleix from the government of Pondicherry. He 
departed on his voyage to Europe on the 14th of October, having firfl 
delivered his accounts with the French company to Mr Godeheu, by 
which it appeared that he had difourfod on their account near three 
milions of rupees more than he had received during the courfe of the 
war. A great part of this fum was furnifhed out of his own eflate, and 
the reft from monies which he borrowed at intereft from the French in- 
habitants at Pondicheriy, upon bonds given m his own name. Mr. 

Godeheu 


Book V. 


History or tiic Carnatic. 

Godchcu referred the difcufiion of thefe accounts to the directors of 
the company in France, who pretending that Mr Duplcix had made 
thefc c\pcnccs without fufiicicnt authority, refufed to pay any part of the 
large balance he averted to be due to him upon which he commenced 
a hw-fuit agunft the company , but the miniftiy interfered and put a 
flop to the proceedings, by the king’s authority, without entering into 
any difeufiion of Mr. Duplcix’s claims, or taking any meafures to fa* 
tisfy them However, they gave him letters of protection to &- 
curc him from being profccutcd by any of his creditors So that 
it is fuppofed his prefent fortune is much Ids than that which he was 
poffcflcd of before he entered upon the government of Pondicherry 
in 1742 His condudt certainly merited a very different requital from 
his nation, which never had a fubjeCt fo defirous and capable of ex- 
tending its reputation and power in the Eaft-Indies . had he been 
fupplicd with the forces he dcfired immediately after the death of 
Anwar-a-dcan Khan, or had he afterwards been fupported from 
France in the manner neceffaty to carry on the extenfive projects he 
had formed, there is no doubt but that he would have placed Cnunda 
fiheb in the Nabobflup of the Carnatic, given law to the Soubah of 
the Decan, and perhaps to the throne of Delhi itfelf, and have eftablifli* 
cd a fovcrcignty over many of the molt valuable provinces of the em- 
pire , armed with which power he would cafily have reduced all the 
other European fettlements to fuch reftriCtions as he might think pro- 
per to impolc * it is even probable that his ambition did not flop here, 
but that he intended to expel all other Europeans out of Indoftan, and 
afterwards from all other parts of the Eaft-Indies, for he was known 
often to fay, that he Would reduce the Englilh fettlements of Calcutta 
and Madrafs to their original ftate of fifhing towns. When we confider 
that he formed this plan of conqueft and dominion at a time when all 
' other Europeans entertained the higheft opinion of the flrength of the 
Mogul government, foffenng tamely the infolence of its meaneft of- 
ficers, rather than Venture tb make refinance againft a power which 
they chimencally imagined to be capable of overwhelming them in an 
inftant, we cannot refrain from acknowledging and admiring the fagacity 
of his genius, which firft difeovered and defptfed tins lllufion. But mi- 
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litaty qualifications were wanting in Ins compofition to carry effectually 
into execution piojcdts w Inch depended fo much upon the fuccefs of mi- 
litiry operations , for although fufiiciently \ cried in the theory of war, 
he had not received from natuic that firmnefs of mind, winch is capable 
of contemplating inftant and tumultuous danger with the llremty necef- 
fary to command an armj , nor were there an} officers at Pondicherry 
ot fufficient abilities to oppofe fuch as w'e have fecn commanding 
the Englifli forces , for as it was Mr Duplux’s cuftom to remove the 
commander after a defeat, no lefs than fix had been cmploj ed by 
him in this ffation with equal ill fuccefs fince the beginning of the year 
1752. the only man of diftinguiflicd capacity who ferved under him, 
was Mr Bufiy, and Ins conduct to tins officer fliewed that he knew the 
value of merit, and w as capable of employing it to the utmoft advantage , 
for although Mr Bufiy had by his expedition to the northw'ard acquir- 
ed much reputation, and an eftate much greater than his owm, he beheld 
his fuccefles without the lead: envy, and implicitly followed his advice m 
all affairs of which Mr Bufiy, by his fituation, might be a better judge 
than himfelf, from w’hence it may be prefumed, that inftead of perfe- 
cting he w'ould have agreed as well with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, if 
that officer had come into India wuth a commiffion dependant on his 
authority , but his pude could not w'lth patience fee an equal purfumg 
fchemes fo different from his own, in a country w’herehewas laying 
the foundation of fb much greatnefs and reputation for himfelf Here, 
therefore, envy obfeured his underftanding, and warped his mind to m- 
jufttce * m his private life he is neverthelefs acknowledged to have been 
friendly and generous to fuch as had any merit, without being impla- 
cably fevere to thole whofe incapacity or mifeondudt difconcerted his 
fchemes The murder of Nazir-jmg is the only adt of atrocious iniquity 
which is imputed to him , but even m this no proofs have fever appear- 
ed that he either mftigated the Pitan Nabobs, or concurred with them 
m planning the affaffination of that prince He no fooner quitted Pon- 
dicherry than the antipathy, which many had conceived again ft him 
from die haughtinefs and pride of his demeanour, fubfided , and all his 
countrymen concurred in dunking that his difmifiion from the govern- 
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mcnt of Pondicherry was the greeted detriment that could have happen- 1754 
cd to their mterefts in India - ' 

The treaties were pubhflicd on the 1 ith of January, the day on which 1755 
the former fufpenfion of arms ended, and two days afterMr. Saunders quit- 
ted the government of Madrafs, and proceeded to England At the end 
of January Mr Watfon, with his Iquadron, arrived from Bombay at fort 
St. Dtvid, having made the paffage again ft a contrary monfoon, with 
nlmoft as much expedition as if they had failed at a favourable fcafon of 
the year In the beginning of February Mr Godehcu, having fulfilled 
the principal intentions of his commifiion, quitted Pondicherry and re- 
turned to France, leaving the power of the governor much more limit- 
ed than it had been m the time of Mr Duplcix The two prefiden- 
cics, now at peace with each other, gave their whole attention to ma- 
nage their rcfpcCtivc territories, revenues, and alliances, to the beft 1 
advantage, without infringing die truce 

The Myforcans could not be made to underftand that they were no 
longer at liberty to commit hoftilitics againft the Englifli or the Na- 
bob, and when advifed by the French to return to his own country, 
the regent faulthathc was under no obligation to regard any treaties that 
he had not made himfelf that therefore he fliould never leave Sering- 
ham until he hrd got Tritchanopoly, which he did not delpair of ef- 
fecting even without their affiftance finding, however, that the French 
thought themfclvcs obliged to acquaint the Englifh of any fchemes that 
he might put in pradticc for this purpofe, he offered the commanding of- 
ficer 300,000 rupees if he would retire with the French troops to Pondi- 
cherry, and leave him at liberty to carry on his proje&s without controul . 
the Englifli, however, were under no apprehenfions of theefieds of them, 
and at the requeft of the Nabob a detachment of 500 Europeans and 
2000 Sepoys were ordered to proceed into the countries of Madura and 
Tmnivelly, to aflift in reducing them to his obedience Maphuze Khan, 
who arrived at Tritchanopoly in the end of December with 1000 horie, 
was appointed by the Nabob his reprefentative in thofe countries, and 
joined his troops to the Englifli detachment , the Nabob himfelf like- 
wifc refolved to accompany them fome part of the way 
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I 755* T his army, commanded by lieutenant colonel Heron, an officer lately 
arrived from England, fet out m the beginning of February from their 
cantonments at Warnore pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tntchanopoly, at a village called Manapar, where the Polygars of 
tins part of the country had previoufly been ordered to lend their agents 
to fettle their accounts with die Nabob. The four principal Polygars 
obeyed the fummons , and their agents gave obligations promiling to 
pay the tributes that were due , but the Nabob knowing the deceitful 
character of thefe chiefs in general, defired that the army might re- 
main at Manapar until the money was paid, and fent officers to colled! 
it , who on their return reported that the Polygar Lachenaig, after pay- 
ing a part, refufed to pay the remainder. Upon this it was relolvcd to 
attack his country, and the army after marching ten miles to the iouth*- 
' weft of Manapar, in the high road leading toDmdigtil, came m fight 
of his woods, laying about two miles to the weft of that road. 

. The fubjedts of this, as well as of all the other Polygars Hi thefe foti th- 
em parts of the peninfula, arc Collenes, a people differing in many re- 
fpedts from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little known to Europe- 
ans , they Tally m the night from their recefles and ftrong holds to plun- 
der the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of their cattle, which if 
they cannot bring away alive, they kill with their long fpears • by con* 
ftant pradhee m thefe exploits they acquire fo much dexterity and au- 
dacity that they will for hire undertake to fteal and bring off a horfe 
even from the center of a camp j they are fb fat from thinking it a 
•difgrace to be accounted thieves, that they value fhemfelves upon excel*, 
lmg in the profeffion, and relate to ftrangers ftones of defperate and 
fuccefsful thefts accomplifhed by their countrymen, with as much com- 
placence as other people commemorate the heroic adhons of their an* 
ceftors 3 and indeed when booty is the objedl, they regard danger and 
death with indifference, of which the Enghfli officers themfelves few a 
very linking example, whilft they were befiegmg the French and Chun- 
dafaheb m Seringham Of the party of Collenes employed at that time 
by the Englifh to fteal the enemy’s horfes , two brothers were taken up 
and convidted of having ftolen, at different times, all the horfes belong* 
zng to major Lawrence and captain Cine, the pnfoners did not deny 
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Ac fait , but being told that they were to be hanged, one of them of- 
fered to go and bring back the borfes in two days, whilft the other re- 
mained in pnfon, provided that both fhould be pardoned This propofal 
being agreed to, one of them was rcleafed , but not appearing in the fbpu- 
latcd time, major Lawrence ordered the other Colleiy to be brought before 
him and ailced him the realon why his brother had not returned, bidding 
the pnfoner prepare for death if the horfes were 'not -produced before 
the next evening • to this the Collery with great compofure replied, that 
he was furpnzed the Enghfh fhould be fb weak as to imagine that ei- 
ther he or his brother ever had any intentions of reftoring fo valuable 
a booty, which would make the fortunes of their whole family , feeing 
they had it in their power to retain it, at no greater expence than 
his fingle life, which had often been hazarded for a fingle meal : 
he added, that the Enghfh could not blame them for having con- 
trived the efcapc of one of the two, when both, if unavoidable, would 
willingly have died rather than reftore the horfes The man uttered 
this ridiculous apology with the appearance of fo much mdiffeicnce 
to the fate that threatened him, that it moved both the laughter 
and compaffion of the audience, and captain Clive interceding with 
major Lawrence, he was difmiflcd, without any pumfhment. Father 
Martin, a Jefint, who refided ten years m the neighbouring country 
of Morana, dcfcribes the Collenes as more barbarous than any lavages 
m any part of the globe, aflerting, that when two of the nation, 
either male or female, have a quarrel with one another, each is oblig- 
ed by an inviolable cuftom to fuffer and perform whatfoever tor- 
- ments or cruelties the other thinks proper to inflift, either on himfelf 
or any of his family , and that the finy of revenge operates fo flrongly 
amongft them, that a man for a flight affront has been known to mur- 
der his wife and all his children, merely to have the atrocious fatisfac- 
tion of compelling his adverfary to commit the like murders m his own 
family * but fortunately for the honour of human nature, none of the 
Enghfh officers have hitherto been able to difhnguifh any traces of thefe 
diabolical practices, and the Jefint ftands fingle in his aflertion The 
whole country pofieffed by the Polygar Lachenaig is fortified either by 
nature of art , for it is furrounded by hills laying at feme diftance from 
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I 7 SS' one anot ^ cr > which being craggv and co crcd with buflics and loofc 
Bones, arc impaflibic to any excepting the Collcrics thcmfclvcs , and 
from hill to hill arc flung up works peculiar to the rude but cunning 
character of thefe people , for they confift of a thick wall, compofed 
of large Bones laid upon one another, without cement, and flanked at 
proper diflances by round towers made of earth, well rammed down , 
before the wall is a deep and broad ditch, and in front of the ditch a 
broad hedge of bambocs, lb tbicl ly fet, that it cannot be penetrated 
without die hatchet or lire 

Tile army began early m the morning to attack a part of this bar- 
rier the field pieces were placed upon an eminence from whence they 
commanded the towers that defended the face of attack , the Collcrics 
appointed to guard the towers not being accuflomcd to the annoyance of 
cannon fliot, foon abandoned them , but numbers, ncvcrdicleft, armed 
with matchlocks, and bows and arrows, perfifled in defending the. hedge, 
hiding themfclvcs within it, and firing with excellent aim through the 
fmallcB intervals , w’hilfi others appeared on the lulls on each hand, 
leaping and bounding, by the help of their long Ipears, from Bone to 
Bone, with the agility of monkeys, and howling and fereaming in hopes 
to terrify the nflailants , but as foon as they found thcmfclvcs within 
reach of their fire, they gained the fummits again as nimbly as they had 
defeended returning, however, m the fame manner as foon as the firing/ 
ceafcd At length, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, the army, after . 
having loB fevtral men, forced their way through the barrier, when 
Mahomed Iflouf was detached with 500 Sepoys fome Europeans 
and a field piece, to attack the principal town, difiant about four 
miles from that part of the barrier through which they had forced their 
way, but before the detachment came within fight of the tow’n, 
they were unexpectedly Bopped by another circumvallation of the 
fame kind, but Arongcr than the firfi . here the enemy had aflembled 
their whole force, and defended themfclves with much more obflinacy 
than before, infomuch that Mahomed Iflouf, after lofing 100 Se- 
poys and 12 Europeans, was obliged to fend for fuccours from the 
mam body, fiom whence a party of 100 Europeans was immediately 
detached to his afiifiancc , but before they arrived, the enemy having 
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expended *,11 the r ammunition, abandoned their defences and dilappcar- 
c*! ' 1 3 'e -rtm then proceeded without any interruption to thetr prm- 

ttj'd I two, "licit they found Id cw tic drlrrtc.1, the enemy hiving rc- 
t red tti'h Or r caflc to the hills out of the rc’thof firther purfmt . 
li^ivnc', Lawtrnaig finding tint they flicwcd no inchintion to quit 
hi. ec lira, rrrrwed his rc»o ntitvi, and in i few dajs pud the 
rents*! m* pun of h>' tribute. 'I he Nabob now returned to Tritch- 
'* V " 1 v, a..d the arm), together with Maphttac Klnn, proceeded to 
MjiJ.i*', v lire diev anted m ten dav *1 his city, fincc the deith of 
.Vtbtua Ivlv’*’, "!u.h happened tn Ap.il 1752, hid remained in the 
p-'Tettir 1 oJ a, {'her piitnit in die intetcil of Cliund.ifihcb’s fr- 
r.nK , v,lr* itgsrdi hi rot eminent as a tnnfttory pjflcfhon, and 
teat t pen rothi.tg hut itirdin" wealth, had ncgleflcd to repair the 
f •tu'cU't*”, *ad J cpt oaly i rtender g-rrif'in, vciy mftifiicicnt to de- 
fer d a pt*cc < f (belt extent : he, therefore, now retired with his 
parr.*! i to Coit*c<‘ls, a rtreng pagoda, (hunted about eight miles to 
t’*e c?d, "nd the n-m\ entered Madura ssithout the lend oppofition 
I k'c the, reamed a deputaton from the 1 ’oh gar Montwar, "hole 
tc inert '•eons to the v client diHriids of Madura and Tinctclly. 
'Fite IVltpar olegired for hi« condudt during die war in (idmg with 
Cmir.ddahcb nrd the M) forcin', defired to he pirdoned for that of- 
fc cc, and invented to he rcccitcd into alliance wi*h thcEnghfb, under 
"ln f c pm'edPon he prontifed to remain faithful to the Nabob. As a 
p-oof cf the fincenty of hts intention', lie offered to gttc the compiny 
t"o fenlemcntson the fta-coaftof his countrj, oppofitctoCcjlon, which, 

-< h-pidl) oMerved, vould greatly fiuhtatc their future communications 
v ith Tines clly, for thet had at jvrfcnt no other way of approaching 
that city but by a tedious and difficult march of fcscral hundred miles, 
v. berets reinforcements might come by fca front Madrafs or fort St David 
in four or five davs to the fetdements he intended to give, from which 
titc march toTincvelly "as no more than fifty miles. Thelc offers 
colonel Heron deemed fo advantageous, that without confuting thepre- 
fidcncy, he enteral into an alliance with the Polygar, and as a mark of 
the Enghfh fricndfhip, gate his deputies three Englifh flags, writ per- 
mifTion to Itoifl them in their country tvlicrctcr they /liould think 
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proper. After this bufincls u as concluded, and thc ncceflary regulati- 
ons made to eftabhfli the Nabob's authority in thc city, colonel Heron 
determined to attack thc fugitive governor m Coilgoodv Thc greateft 
part of thc Sepoys were ftnt forward in thc evening, under thc com- 
mand of Mahomed Ifl'ouf, ’with orders to mveft thc pagoda clolcly until 
the battalion came up j but by lome miftake they halted at the 
diftance of two miles from thc place, and thc governor receiving by lus 
fpics, intelligence of colonel Heron's intentions fled in the night, leaving, 
howcvei, thc greateft part of his troops to defend it Thc next day thc 
battalion fet out from Madura, with two eighteen pounders, but thc 
inarch laying through a rugged road, thc carnages of theft cannon broke 
down, and there were no fpare carriages to replace them , fo that when 
the troops appeared before thc pagoda, they had none of thc common 
preparations neceflary to attack it, having even forgot to provide fealmg lad- 
ders Colonel Heron, however, dunking it a dilgracc to retreat after he had 
fummoned thc place, determined to force his w r ay into it by burning 
down the gate with bundles of ftraw , an expedient which probably was 
fuggefted to him by lus Indian domcftics, in whom he placed great confi- 
dence, for we have feen the natives employing this method of attack at 
Atchevaram. The moft refolute men in thc army regarded the attempt 
as rafli and impradfacable, but colonel Heron, to filence their remonftran- 
ces, fet the example, and carried the firft torch himfelf Excels of 
courage, however defperately or abfurdly employed, feldom fails to m- 
tereft thofe who are Ipedlators of it, and often obliges them to partici- 
pate of the danger even agamft the conviflions of their rcafen . Mahomed 
Iffouf, the commander of the Sepoys, who had more than any one ri- 
diculed the madnefs of this attempt, no fooner few colonel Heron ex- 
pofing himfelf in this defperate manner, contraiy to all military rules, 
than he followed his example, and accompanied him w'idi another 
torch , fo that the two principal officers of the army w ere now fee n add- 
ing the part of volunteers, leading a forlorn hope Succefs, however, 
contrary to the general expe&ation, rewarded their endeavours, and m 
lefs than an hour the gate was burnt down, when thc feldieiy ru /li- 
ed in, and m their firft fury put fcveral of the garnlbn to the fword . 
they were then permitted to plunder, and nothing, as ufual, efeaped 
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them ; for finding in the temples of the pagoda a great number of lit- 
tle bra. cn im.gv<, w orfiupped by the people of the country, and pnui- 
cuhrlv by the Collcrics, they tore them down from their pededab, 
hop.ng to fell them at lead tor what the weight of the metal might 
be worth After this exploit, for which the people of the countiy 
held them in utter ducflation, the troops returned to Madura , when 
lew mg a garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys for the fccuntv of the 
<-itv, the rJl of the iron , accomp uued by Maphu/c Khan, pro- 
tee led to Tmcvcll), where they armed about the middle of March. 
'1 Im town is without defences, and no body appeared to oppofc their 
entrance into it the renters of the open country followed the example 
of the capital, and acknowledged the. Nabob without hcfitation, but 
many of the neighbouring Polvgars made pretences to evade the pay- 
ment of the tribute due from them The mod confidcrablc of thefe 
chiefs w-i* Cat-ibonianaig, whole country lies about fifty miles north- 
eid from Tincvcllj , and it being imagined that the inferior Polygars 
would not hold out long after he fiiould have fubmitted, a detachment 
of coo Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fent 
to reduce him 

Some days after another detachment, confiding of 100 Europeans, 
and 300 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fent to attack the fort of 
Ncllccotah, fituated forty miles to the fouth of Tmcvclly Thefe troops 
fet out at midnight, and performed the march in eighteen hours the 
Polygar, fiartlcd at the fuddennefs of their approach, fent out a deputy, 
who pretended lie came to capitulate, and pronufed that his mader 
would pay the money demanded of him in a few days, but fufpictons 
being entertained oflus veracity, it was determined to detain him as a pledge 
for the execution of what he had pronufed, and he was delivered over 
to the charge of a guard The troops w-cre lo much fatigued by the ev- 
ccflivc march they had jud made, that even the advanced centincls could 
not keep awake, and die deputy perceiving all the foldicrs who were 
appointed to guard him, fad afleep, made his cfcapc out of die camp, 
and returned to the fort, from whence the Polygar had fent him only to 
gam time, in order to make the^ncccflary preparations for his defence. 
This being difeovered early m the morning, it was dctci mined to dorm 

Ddd 2 the 


3$S The War or Coromandel. BookV. 

1755 the place, of which the defences were nothing more than a mud wall 
with round towers. The troops had brought no fealing ladders, but the 
outiidc of the wall was Hoping, and had many clefts worn into it by 
the ram, fo that the affault, although hazardous, was ncvcrthelcfs prac- 
ticable. It was made both by die Europeans and Sepoys, with undaunt- 
ed courage, m fevcral parties at the fame time j each of which gained 
the parapet without being once rcpulfed, when the garnfon retired to 
the buildings of die fort, where they called out for quarter , but the fol- 
diers, as ufual m defperate afiaults, were fo much exalperatcd by a fenfe 
of the danger to which they had expofed themfelvcs, that they put all 
they met to the fword, not excepting the women and children, fuffer- 
ing only fix perfons out of four' hundred to efcape alive • lorry w T e are 
to fay, that the troops and officers who bore the greated part m this 
fliockmg barbarity, were the braved of Englishmen, having mod of 
them ferved under colonel Law'rence on die plains of Tntchanopoly: 
but diofe who contemplate human nature will find many rcafons, fup- 
ported by examples, to diflent from the common opinion, diat cruelty 
is incompatible with courage 

Meanwhile the Polygar Morawar w r as lo delighted at the fucccls of 
his negotiation with colonel Heron, that as a farther proof of his good 
intentions to the Englilh, he ordered 5000 men, under the command 
of his brother, to march and affid them m reducing the Polygars of 
Tme\clly , but die king of Tanjore andTondeman having many years 
been at implacable \ ariance with the Moraw»ar, beheld the marks of 
favour which had been fhewn to him wath the utmod jealoufy, and 
reprefen ted their detedation of them in the dronged terms to the 
prefidency of Madrafs, alledging that they themfelves could have no 
reliance on the frienddnp of the Englilh, if they faw them making 
treaties with their mortal enemies The prefidency, unwilling to give 
umbrage to thefe allies, whole affidance they might probably loon 
dand m need of again, directed colonel Heron to break off all farther 
communication with the Morawar • thefe orders, however, did not ar- 
rive before the Monwvaf s troops were advanced within five miles of Tme- 
vdly , when they were abruptly told, that if they did not immediate- 
ly march back to their own country they would be treated as enemies : 
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not, however, imagining that the Engh/h would proceed to fuch ex- 
tremities they remained in their camp, and endeavoured to commence 
a ncgociation , hut the orders which colonel Heron had received were 
fo pcrcinptow, that he thought himtllf obliged to march and attack 
them, on tins they decamped with fuch precipitation, that they left 
behind them a great part of their baggage, u ith lomc hor/ls, which 
v ere plundered In the Sepov s of the advanced guard. 

The revenues which had been collcdlcd during this expedition, 
did not amount to the cxpcnccs of the army prfrt of the tributes 
were cmbcrrled bj Maplnmc Khan, and part was I ike wife dimtniflicd 
bj the prefents whtclv colonel Heron, with too much avidity, conicntcd 
to receive from thofc who )nd accounts to fettle with the government 
In the mean time Maphuzc Khan, in concert with colonel Heron's in- 
terpreter, contrived every means to make the date of the province ap- 
pear lefs -advantageous than it really was , and then made an offer to take 
die farm of the Madura and Tincvclly countries together at the yearly 
rent of 1,500,000 rupees this propofal was fccondcd, as ufual, by the 
offer of a confidcrablc prefi-nt, which colonel Heron accepted, and gave 
him the mvdhturc or the countries 

Whilft thefe tranfadions paffed to the fouthward, the My/oreans re- 
mained encamped at Scringham, where the regent had been diligently 
cmplovcd in fehemes to get pofiifiion of Tntchanopoly his principal 
reliance for the accompliflimcnt of this defign, was on a bramin, who 
perluaded him that he had made ? ftrong party in the city, and that ' 
he had fcduccd many of the garrilon the man even earned his impos- 
ture fo far, that he mentioned the time when, as he pretended, die 
regent’s party m the city defired he would make the attack The 
regent, elated with this chimerical hope, could not refrain from re- 
vealing a fccrct, which gave him fo much fatisfa&ion, to M. de 
Sauffay, the commander of the French troops, who immediately 
fent intelligence to the garrifon captain Kilpatrick returned ium> 
thanks for the information , but to fliew the contempt in which he 
held the military character of the Myforeans, he defired de Sauffay 
to acquaint the regent, that if he would venture to make the attack, the 
gates of the city fliould be left open to receive him. Soon after the re- 
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gent received news from Myforc, informing him, that a large army of 
Morattocs, under the command of Bahzarow, who had levied a con- 
-• tribution from his countiy in the preceding year, was approaching again 
to the frontiers , and that Salabad-jmg, at the head of his army, ac- 
companied by the French troops under the command of Mr Bufly, 
was likewife advancing to demand the Mogul’s tribute, which had 
never been paid fince the death of Nizira-al-muluck Alii med by this 
intelligence, he immediately prepared to return to his own Country, and 
on the 14th of April the great drum, the fignal of decamping, was 
beaten, and the whole army eroding the Cavcri marched away , 
leaving the French in poflcfiion of the lfland of Senngham, and the 
other territories which the Nabob had made over to him on his arrival, 
and of which he had from that time collc&ed the revenues. 

It is difficult to find an example of a prince conducing him/elf with 
more weaknefs than the Myforean in the courfe of this war the Na- 
bob procured his affiftance by a promife which he never intended to per- 
form , and indeed, had the Myforean been endowed with common faga- 
city, he might have forefeen that the poflellion of Tritchanopoly, the 
objeft of all his endeavours, Would have been the greateft misfortune 
that could have happened to him, fince it would certainly fooner or 
later have involved him m a war with the Mogul government, which 
probably would have ended in reducing die kingdom of My/bre it/elfj 
like the Carnatic, to be a province of the empire. The Nabob's breach 
of faith m refilling to deliver up* the city to him, only ferved to exas- 
perate his eagernefs to get polTefiion of it, which rendered him as great 
a dupe to the promifes of Mr- Dupleix, as he had been to thofe of 
die Nabob , for it is certain, and he at laft difeovered it lnmfclf, that 
the French never intended to give him Tritchanopoly if they had fuc- 
ceeded in taking it nor was he lefs deluded by his ally Morari-rovv, 
who after perfuading him to affift the French againft die Nabob, 'de- 
ferred him as foon as his treafures began to fail At length, after having 
wafted three years, abfent from his own country at the head of an ar- 
my of 20000 men, he was obliged to return without receiving the 
leaft compenlation for the expences he had incurred, or any fecunty for 
she reimburfement of them for what reliance he might have upon die 

conditional 
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conditional treaty was little better than chimerical, fince many unfore- 1755 
feen events might render that convention abortive 1— *v— 

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of Salabad-jing’s approach to the 
weftern confines of the Carnatic, entertained fufpicions that he might be 
tempted, notwithftandmg the conditional treaty, to enter the province , 
fiom this apprchenfion they fent orders to colonel Heron to return incef- 
fantly with the troops under his command to Tntchanopoly how- 
ever, Maphuze Khan prevailed upon him to remain until he receiv- 
ed a fecond and more peremptory order, which came foon after; 
upon which he recalled the detachment which had been fent agamft 
the Polygar Catabomanaig, and prepared himfelf to quit Tmevelly; 
the detachment had been as far to the north-eaft as Shilinakim- 
pettah, the principal fort of the Polygar, who on their appearance 
enteied into a negociation, paid fome money in part of the tribute due 
from him, and gave hoftages as fecunty for the reft , fome money was 
likewife received from fqveral inferior Polygars, but the whole colledtion 
did not exceed 70,000 rupees as foon as. the troops received the orders 
to return, they fummoned Catabomanaig to redeem his hoftages, but 
he knowing that they would not venture to ftay any longer in his coun- 
try, made fome trifling excufes, and without any concern fuffered them 
to carry the hoftages away with them On the "2d of May colonel 
Heron quitted Tmevelly, but inftead of proceeding diredtly to Tritcha- 
nopoly, differed himfelf to be perfuaded by Maphuze Khan to march 
agamft Nellytangaville, a fort fituated about thirty miles to the weft of 
Tmevelly, belonging to a Polygar who had with much contumacy re- 
fufed to acknowledge the Nabob’s authority . on the march he was join- 
ed by die detachment from the north-eaft. It was the misfortune of 
colonel Heron to place the utmoft confidence m his interpreter, and to 
be conftantly betrayed by him , for before the army arrived in fight of 
the fort this man had informed the Polygar that they had no battering 
‘ cannon, and that they would not remain long before the place the Poly- 
gar, therefore, fecure in his fort, which was" built of ftone and very ftrong, 
anfwered the fummons with mfolence, upon which the field pieces and 
two cohorns fired fmartly upon the fort for feveral hours, but this an- 
noyance producing no effeft, another meffage was fent, offering that the 
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}'i!v >5 Or ni lit litre. 'I he ir\t morning at di) -break they prepared 
to in trch thiough the defile nnd it being reported that the Collcncs had 
uu do \ i m ».\ tree, to o’tftruA the w w, a detachment of Europeans, 
p' ”ters and Scpo»>-, N \ crc f cn i forward under the command of captain 
I o, w.th o den. to clctr the pafs of theic incumbrance', and to fcour 
the w oo h o.i cch lute with their lire, but tiprun Lin neither finding 
'Vvh obiht.dttoo* ash d been reported, norocn difcovcring the leaft 
. { , e-r'r.tc of an cncim, tontinucd hi> march, and halted at the 
o .. of V-t’in on the firiher fide of the vood Some time after 
:V V' i f the mm entered the pafs in the following order of march 
Iv” e compMir of <; cpo\ r led the \ m , tlicfi. were followed b\ a ferjeant 
, *v J.c Erropeitr , m 1 irnmcdi itch afur them came the firfi: di- 
al 1 ' i c f rtillcm , v ith the tumbrils containing militar; Pores , then fol- 
L \cd t' c 1 'll In led In capf'in Polier, after whom marched the 
«■; 'i \ i*i n v e "tiller; and tumbril', v Inch were followed by a fer- 
i- -i t -r.d tw else men, and theft b\ font companies of Scpois then 
fdlo’ed the luggage of the whole ami), cirried by bullocks and 
toohe*, with fescH clejdiants md camels belonging to Maphuze 
Kirn, and accompanied by fo.nc Scpo)s to prated them The 
rear of the whole line v ■’S clofed bv a guard of 20 Europeans, 40 
OfV, and zoo fepo.", v jth a fw pounder, under the command 
of carpi 1 loftph Smith colonel Ilc-on vith a few horfe proceeded 
btfo'c the h «e Notlnrg cr ild b. blamed in this difoofaon, except- 
ion tlrt the cmvmvmdip » o’hecr fliould hue been in the ccidcr with 
the battel cn, or with the raar gu'rd, which ought to base been 
P range but the report from captain Lins partv, who had palled 
\ ..nout mterru-Mon, rcmo'cd ever/ '■ppahcnfioii of danger, and 
rch cd th- fpint of precautn 1 The whole army had entered the 
defile, "nd proceeded, v ordering they fiw nothing of an enemy of 
whom they had heard fo much , when, by the carJcfincfs of a dmer, 
me of theheaweft tumbrils belonging to the rear divifion of artillery was 
Pil'd, in a Hough, out of which the o\cn wcic not able to draw it 
the ofneers ot arttllcrv, hot. ever, imagining that they fliould fbon be 
able to t' tneate it, fullered the troops marching before them to go on 
without calling out or fending to defire them to halt , and the oflicerwho 
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commanded in the rear of the battalion, feeing feveral oftlie tumbrils fol- 
lowing clofe up with him, did not fufpcdl wliat had happened, and kept 
on his way : moft of the Sepoys, who marched behind the rear divifion 
of artillery', were likewife fuffered to pals the carriage in the Hough, and 
proceeded in the rear of thofc tumbrils which were g&mg on In the 
mean time the carriage refilled feveral different efforts which were made 
to remove it, and choaking up the road, prevented the other tumbrils 
which followed, as well as the three field pieces which formed the rear 
divifion of artillery, from moving on, and tliele Hopped the whole line uf 
the baggage . thus the front divifion and main body of the army w'erc 
feparated from the rear, which by the ablcncc of thofc Sepoys be- 
longing to it, who were furfered to proceed, was likcwilc deprived of a 
great part of its force. The Collcnes, although unperccned, kept (pies 
near the road, w’atching every motion, but cunningly refrained from 
making any attack, until the mam body had advanced tw'O miles beyond 
thetumbrii, which caufed the impediment, when numbers of them 
began to appear near the rear guard of the baggage, but the fire of a 
lew platoons loon obliged them to retreat , and as they remained quiet 
for fome time, it w’as imagined that they w'culd not venture to make 
another attempt: but on a fudden they appeared in much greater 
numbers at the other end of the line, where the tumbril had cm* 
barrafled the road, and attacked the rear divifion of artillery here 
the whole number of troops did not exceed a hundred men, of 
which only twenty-five were Europeans • this force not being fuffia- 
ent to protect all the carriages, the two officers of the artdlciy pru- 
dently determined to give their whole attention to the prefervation of 
their field pieces, and of the tumbrils which earned their powder and 
(hot Thefe happened to be altogether m the rear of fuch carnages as 
were laden with other kinds of military (lores , but fortunately fome of 
the wood on the right hand was cut down, and afforded an opening 
which commanded the road m front where the enemy were afiem- 
bled , the officers therefore contrived to get their field p eces into die 
opening, from whence they fired fmartly , but the enemy neverth clefs 
maintained the attack for fome time with courage, and with a variety of 
weapons , arrows, matchlocks, rockets, javelins and pikes ; every one 
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accompanying Jus efforts with horrible fcrcams and howlings, and an- 
fwcring every {hot that was fired upon them with the fame outcries but 
finding thcmfelvcs much galled, they at length quitted the road, and re- 
tired into the thickets on each fide, from whence they renewed the 
fight v ith equal vigour, and with better fucccfs, fince the artillery men 
were obliged to divide their attention to many different parts at once 
many of the Collcncs now puflied into the road nmongft the tumbrils 
and carriage", and w ith their long fpc'rs flabbed the draught bullocks, 
and wounded or drove back the few Sepoys who remained to guard 
them . upon the artillery they were not able to make any impreflion , 
for the gunner, fcnfiblc that the cannon were their only rcfource, fired 
them with great vivacit) and much cftcdl, and captain Smith Itkcwife 
fallible of the ncccfiitv of protecting the artillery at all events, detached, 
although he could ill /pare them, an officer with a company of Sepoys 
from the rear guard to their afiiftancc. At length the confufed out- 
cries of the enemy w ere on a fudden changed to one voice, and nothing was 
heard on all fidcs but continual repetitions of the word foamy, meaning 
gods, which cvprcflion they accompanied with violent gcfticulations and 
antic poflurcs like men frantic w ith joy , for fomc of them cutting down 
the tumbrils they had feizcd, difeovered in one of them mod of the little 
brazen images of their divinities which theEnglifli had.plundered at Coil- 
goody. It feemed as if they could not have received more delight in ref* 
cuing their wives and children from captivity however, after their gods 
were conveyed out of the reach of danger, they renewed their attacks, 
md continued them at different interval for fcvcral hours Mean 
unde no afiiflancc came from the battalion, nor did one of the meA 
fengers, fent by captain Smith to inform the commander in chief of the 
diffrefs of the rear, return It v as now four in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, after having defifted fome time from their attacks upon the 
artillery, Allied at once again unexpectedly into the road amongft the 
baggage, coolies, and market people of the army, killing, without dif- 
ttnCtion of age or fe\, all they met From this moment every thing 
was hurried into the utmoft confiifion every one flung down his bur- 
den, and men, women and children prefiing upon one another, fled to 
the rear guard as their only fandtuarj captain Smith, unwilling to ag- 
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gravate the fuffenngs of the poor wretches by firing upon them; took the 
refolution of marching back out of the defile into the plain, where he 
drew up his men in a little field cncloftd with a bank, and placing his 
field piece m the center of it, waited for the enemy, w’ho fatisfied 
with the havock they had committed, did not venture to attack him, 
but retreated and difappearcd as foon as the dcfcncelcfs multitude they 
were driving before them had got out of the wood Some Lafcars and 
Sepoys w'ere now fent forward to clear the road of the incumbrances 
of baggage with which it was fcattcred * after which the rear guard, di- 
vided half before and half behind the field piece and its tumbril, pro- 
ceeded, and fortunately meeting with no interruptions from the enem}, 
foon joined the rear divifion of artillery, who had been v'tuting with 
the utmoft anxiety, expcdhng every moment to be attacked again . 
great therefore w j as their joy at being thus reinforced It was now' 
dufle, and no time was to be loft , captain Smith therefore immediately 
colledlcd what bullocks had eftaped the enemj’s flaughter, deftrojed 
the carriage which had been the firft cauft of the confufion of the day, 
and drew off all the field pieces w'idi their tumbrils of ammunition, leav- 
ing behind the reft of the ftorcs, with die whole baggage of the army, 
for want of means to carry them aw aj about tw o miles farther m 
the pafs he came up with the battalion, whom he found laying 
on their arms, without either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains amongft them for theft five officers had all been fuddenly 
taken ill about noon with the extreme heat of the day , and had pro- 
ceeded m tneir pallankms through the w'ood, to the poft where the ad- 
vanced guard under the command of captain Lin was halting : from 
this misfortune the fubordinate officers, left without orders, had not ven- 
tured to make any dilpofitions to fuccour the rear, notwithftandmg they 
knew the danger to which it was expofed Captain Smith now took 
the command of the battalion, and marched widi them through the w ood 
to the ftauon where the advarced guard and the reft of the officers were 
waiting Here the army pafied the night, and the next day reached the 
town of Natam, where they were joined by a detachment from Tmch- 
anopoly Maphuze Khan accompanied them no farther, but return- 
ed to Madura The army continuing their march without any interruption, 
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armed on the 5th of June in fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped at 
Warnorc pagodas . eoloneJ Heron was foon after recalled to Madrafs, 
where his conduit during this c\pedition was tried by a court martial, 
by which he was rcndeicd incapable of fcrving the company any longer 
The presidency of Madrafs now recommended to the Nabob to 
come and fettle with his family at Arcot, where Abdul-wahab had 
created many di (orders in the administration, lavishing away the reve- 
nues \\ ith a Spirit of diSlipatton that would Soon have ruined the pro- 
vince, even if it had long enjoyed the highcft degree of profperity The 
Nabob acquiefced to this advice, and on the 9th of July quitted Tritch- 
anopoly, accompanied by an cfcort of 300 Europeans, and 1000 Se- 
poys, under the command of captain Policr They proceeded through 
the country of Tanjore, and *vhcn arrived at the village of Kondoor, 
the king font Ins general Monack-jee, with a numerous tram, to make 
his compliments to the Nabob. This interview, like mod others be- 
tween perfons of fuch rank in Indoftan, paSTed in the ftrongeft and falfeflr 
proicSlations of an inviolable friendship amongft other profeffions 
Monack-jee Said that his maftcr kept 5000 horfe ready to ferve the Na- 
bob, if neceflary, in the Carnatic j and the Nabob, whilst he extolled 
with admiration 'this exccflive mark of the king’s love and friendship, 
whifpered to captain Polier that it was all a lie From Kondoor he 
went to Fort St David, and from thence on the 1 9th of Auguft 
lie arrived within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the plain, refolv- 
ing by the advice of his. dervifes to wait for a lucky day to make 
his entry into the city, which fell out on the 21ft In the mean time 
colonel Lawrence, Mr WalSh, and Mr Palk, deputed to invite him 
to Madrafs, arrived at his camp, and contributed to increafe the 
fplcndour and reputation of his entry into his capital, from which 
he had been abfent ever Since the death of Nazir-jmg On the 30th 
he came to Madrafs, where after feveral conferences with the presiden- 
cy, he confcnted to make over to the company fome farther align- 
ments on the revenues of the country, in order to reimhurfe the great 
expences they had incurred in the war This important point being fet- 
tled,' it was determined that he Should proceed with a detachment of 
300 Euiopeans and 1 500 Sepoys to colled: the revenues that were due 
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to him from fuch chiefs as had hitherto withheld them with impu- 
nity, more particularly from feveral Polygars in the northern parts of 
the province. It was agreed that half the monies which might be col- 
letted fhould be received by the 'Company, in order to defray the ex- 
pences of the troops fent on this expedition , and a member of the coun- 
cil of Madrafs was appointed to accompany the Nabob, m order to fee 
that this agreement was punttually fulfilled 

The fquadron under the command of admiral Watlbn had 
no opportunity of exerting themfdtes fince they returned to Bom- 
bay in the month of January, but their appearance upon the coafi: 
neverthelels contributed to keep the Frcuch within the bounds of the 
treaty, which m the beginning of die year the government of Pondi- 
cherry fliewed fome inclination to difregard, by claiming and taking 
poffeffion of feveral diftntts, to which they had no light, in the 
neighbourhood of Carangoly and Outiamalour however, after fome 
(harp altercations, this difpute was fettled by an agreement to divide the 
contefted diftntts equally between the two nations. In the month of 
April Mr Watfon went with the ftiips to Tnncanomaly, in order to 
avoid the fetting in of the fouthern monlbon, which is lometimes ac- 
companied with a hurricane, in the middle of May they returned 
to Fort St. David, ‘and m Auguft came to Madrafs, from whence 
they departed on the 10th of Ottober, in order to avoid the northern 
monlbon, and on the ioth of November they arrived at Bombay Here 
they found feveral of the company’s fhips lately arrived from Europe, 
with a confider&ble number of troops, fent with an intention to be em- 
ployed on an expedition projetted in England. 

The Eaft-India company, whilft uncertain of the cient of the ne- 
gotiation in India, received advices of the acquifitions which' Mr Bufly 
had obtained from Salabad-jing , and concluding very juftly that nego- 
ciations alone would not induce the French to quit fuch great advanta- 
ges, they determined to ftnke at their power in the northern parts of the 
Decan by more effeftual means Aurangabad, the capital of this divifion 
of the Mogul empire, lies no more than one hundred and fifty miles 
weft of Bombay, -and the country of the Morattoes much nearer, a 
friendly mtercourfe had for fome time been kept up by the prefidency of 
3 Bombay 
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Bombay with the Saha Rajah, and from the frequent difputes, m which 
ins general Balazerow was engaged with Salabad-jing, it was imagined 
that he might be rendered inflrumental in removing the French troops 
from the fcrvicc of this prince • it was therefore determined to affift 
him with a force of Europeans the firft time he fhould match againft 
Salabad-jing, who it was hoped would be fo much alarmed by this 
meafurc as to confcnt to difmils the French troops from his fervice, on 
condition that the Englifli retired from the banners of the Morattoes . 
and if he perfifttd m his attachment to the French, it was determined 
to weary him into a compliance by vigorous hoflihties, m conjunction 
with the Morattoes. 

This enterprwc required a commander of much experience m the mi- 
litary and political lyftcms of the country , and captain Clive, who was 
at this time preparing to return to India, offered to conduit it the com- 
pany had rewarded the fcraces he had already rendered, by appointing 
him governor of Fort St David, and by obtaining for him a commiffion 
of lieutenant colonel m the king’s fervice , but from that dependance 
on the miniftry to which their affairs will always be fubjeCt, whilft en- 
gaged in military operations, the court of directors, in compliance 
with very powerful recommendations, appointed lieutenant colonel 
Scot to command the expedition This officer went to India m the 
preceding year, m the poll: of engineer general of all then fettlembnts, 
but died foon after his arrival at Madrafs. The company, however, 

' for fear that this or any other accident might prevent him fiom under- 
taking the expedition, defired colonel Clive to proceed to Bombay be- 
fore he went to the coaft of Coromandel,- that if neceflary he might be 
ready tb fupply colonel Scots place. The troops fent from England for 
this fervice weic three companies of the king’s artillery, each of 100 men, 
and 300 recruits, who arnved at Bombay in the end of October, where 
colonel Clive finding that colonel Scot was dead, propofed to the prefi- 
dcncy to undertake the plan lecommended to them , but they, poffefled 
by too much caution, imagined that it could not be carried into exe- 
cution without infringing the convention made by Meflrs Saunders 
and Godeheu this judgment, however, had no foundation, either in 

the truce or in the conditional treaty, in which all mention, both of Sa- 
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1755 labad-jmg and of the French troops in his fcrvice, flcmcd to have been 
ftudioufly avoided. The court of diredlors had explained their whole 
plan to the prcfidcncy of Madrafs , but the Hup which had the letters 
on board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock laying eight hun- 
dred miles to the call of the Cipc of Good Hope, within fight of 
the continent of Africa , and the prcfidcncy of Bombay not providing 
for fuch an accident, but fearful that the letters they might write ojn 
this fubjcdl would be intercepted by the French, contented thcmfelvcs 
with only fending to Madrafs advices of the arrival of colonel Clive 
with the troops, without explaining their dcftinntion , however, flender 
as this information was, it ferved to fugged to fomc members of the coun- 
cil the whole extent of the company’s intentions, in confequcnce of which 
they formed a plan for the condudl of it, which they recommended in 
the ftrongeft terms to the prcfidcncy of Bombay , but before rhefe let- 
ters arrived, that prcfidcncy had taken the rcfolution of cmploungall 
their force, in conjunction with Mr Watfon's fquadron, agamft another 
enemy, who had been long formidable to the Englifli commerce on that 
fide of India 

The Malabar conft, from cape Comorin to Surat, is interfered by a 
great number of rivers, which difemboguc into the feu j it appears that 
from the curbed antiquity the inhabitants have had a flrong propen- 
fity to. piracy, and at this day all the different principalities on the coaft 
employ veflcls to cruize upon thofc of all other nations \\ hich they can 
overpower The Mogul empire, when it firft extended its dominion to 
the fea m the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an admiral 
called the Siddee, with a fleet to protect the veflels of their Maho- 
metan fubjedts trading to the gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, from the 
Malabar pirates, as well as from the Poruiguezc. The Morattoes 
were at that time in pofleffion of levcral forts between Goa and Bom- 
bay, and finding thcmfelves interrupted m their piracies by the Mogul s 
admiral, they made war agamft him by fea and land In this w ai one 
Conagec Angna railed himfelf fiom a private man to be commander in 
chief of the Morattoe fleet, and was intruded with the government 
of Severndroog, one of their ftrongeft forts, built upon a fin ill rocky 
lfland which lies about eight miles to the north of Dabul, and within 
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cannon fliot of the continent here Conagec revolted agamft the Saha 
Rajah, or king of the Morattocs, and having leduccd part of the fleet 
to follow his fortune, he with them, took and deftroyed the reft. The 
Saha Rajah endeavoured to reduce him to obedience by building three 
forts upon the mam land, within point blank Ihot of Severndroog, but 
Conagec took thefc forts itkcwile, and in a few years got poffeffion of 
all the fea coaft, fromTamanah to Bancoote, extending 120 miles, toge- 
ther with the inland country as far back as the mountains, which m 
fomc places are thirty, in others twenty miles from the lea His fuc- 
ceflors, who have all born the name of Angna, ftrengthened themfelves 
continually, infomuch that the Morattocs having no hopes of reducing 
them, agreed to a peace on condition that Angna fliould acknowledge 
the fbvereignty of the Saha Rajah, by paying him a fmall annual tri- 
bute , but they nevcrthclefs retained a ftrong animofity againft him, 
and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable opportunity to re- 
cover the territories he had wrefted from them 

In the mean time the piracies which Angria exercifed upon fhips of 
all nations indifferently, who did not purchafc his pafles, rendered him 
every day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes on this 
coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately m the twenty- 
four hours, and divide the day, fo that veflels failing along the coaft are 
obliged to keep in fight of land, flnee the land winds do not reach 
more than forty miles out to fea there was not a creek, bay, har- 
bour, or mouth of a river along the coaft of his dominions in which 
he had not crcdtcd fortifications and marine receptacles, to ferve both as 
a ftation of difeovery, and as a place of refuge to his veflels , hence it 
was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them His 
fleet confifted of grabs and gallivats, veflels peculiar to the Malabar 
coaft The grabs have rarely more than two mails, although fome have 
three , thofe of three are about 300 tons burthen , but the others are 
not more than 150* they are built to draw very little water, being 
very broad in proportion to their length, narrowing however from the 
middle to the end, where mftead of bows they have a prow, projedhng 
like that of a Mediterranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level 
with the main deck of the veffel, from which, however, it is feparated 

F f f by 



War on The Coast or Malabar, BookV. 

\ 

by a bulk head winch terminates the forecaftle : as this conftru&ion 
fubje&s the grab to pitch violently when failing againft a head lea, the 
deck of the prow is not encloled with fides as the reft of the vefiel is, 
but remains bare , that the water which dallies upon it may pals off 
without interruption . on the mam deck under the forecaftle are mount- 
ed two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, which point for- 
wards thiough port holes cut m the bulk head, and fire over the prowj 
the cannon of the broadfide are from fix to nine pounders. The gal- 
hvats are large row-boats built like the grab, but of fmaller dimen- 
fions, the largeft rarely exceeding 70 tons * they have two mafts, of 
which the mizenus very flight, the main maft bears only one fail, 
which is triangular and very large, the- peak of it when hoifted being 
much higher than* the maft itlelf. In general the gallivats are covered 
with a' {par deck, made for lightnefs of bamboes lplit, and thefe only 
carry petteraroes fixed on fwivels in the gunnel of the vefiel, but thole of 
the largeft fize have a fixed deck on which they mount fix or eight 
pieces of cannon, from two to four pounders . they have forty or fifty 
ftout oars, and may be rowed four miles an hour. 

Eight or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gallivats, crowded with men, 
generally compofed Angria's principal fleet deftmed to attack /hips of 
force or burthen The vefiel no fooner came in fight of the port or 
bay where the fleet was laying, than they flipped their cables and put 
out to fea if the wind blew, their conftrudhon enabled them to fail al- 
moft as fall: as the wind , and if it was calm, the gallivats rowing towedL 
the grabs : when within cannon foot of the chace they generally aflem- 
bled in her ftern, and the grabs attacked her at a diftance with their 
prow guns, firing firft only at the mafts, and taking aim when the 
three mafts of the vefiel juft opened all together to their view j by which 
means the /hot would probably ftrike one or other of the three As 
foon as the chace was difmafted, they came nearer and battered her on 
all fides until foe ftruck, and if the defence was obftmate, they fent a 
number of gallivats with two or three hundred men in each, who board- 
ed fvvord in hand from all quarters in the fame inftant. 

It was now fifty years that this piratical ftate had rendered itfelf 
formidable to the trading foips of all the European nations in India, and 
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the Englifh Eaft-India company had kept up a marine force at the annual 
expence of fifty thoufand pounds to protect their own fhips, as well as 
thofe belonging to the merchants eftablifhed in their colonies , for as no 
veflel could with prudence venture fingly to pais by Angria’s dominions, 
the trade was comoyed at particular times up and down the fea coafts 
by the company’s armed veflels. But as this force confuted only of four 
grabs, two of which, however, mounted twenty guns, and fix gallivats, 
it was deemed capable of nothing more than to protedt the trade, and 
indeed it fcarcely ever did any mifchief to the enemy, who failing much 
better than the Bombay fleet, never fought them longer ttian they 
thought proper • in the mean tune Angria feldom failed to take fuch 
fhips as ventured to fail without company along lus coaft About twenty- 
eight years ago they took the Darby, a fhip belonging to the company, 
richly laden from England, and mote lately a three maft grab of the 
Bombay fleet : they likewife took a forty gun fhip belonging to the 
French company, and m February, 1754, they overpowered three 
Dutch (hips, of 50, 36, and 18 guns, which were failing together, 
burning die two largeft, and faking the other. In 1722, commodore 
Matthews with a fquadron of three fhips of the line, in conjunction 
with a Portugueze army from Goa, attacked one of their forts called 
Codabby, but by the cowardice of the Portugueze the attempt proved 
unfuccefsful : and two years after that expedition the Dutch, with 
equal ill fuccefs attacked Ghena with feven fhips, two bomb veflels, and 
a body of land forces. From this time his forts were deemed impreg- 
nable, as his fleet was with reafbn efteemed formidable Elated by his 
conftant good fortune, the pyrate threw oft his allegiance to the Morattoes : 
it is faid that he cut off the notes of their ambalfodois who came to de- 
mand the tribute he had agreed to pay to the Saha Rajah The Mo- 
rattoes who are m pofleffion of the mam land oppoiife to Bombay, had 
feveral fame s made propofals to the governor of the ifland, to attack 
this common enemy with their united forces, but it was not before the 
beginning of the prefent year that both parties happened to be ready at 
the fame time to undertake fuch an expedition The prefidency then 
made a treaty with Ramajee Punt, the Saha Rajah’s general in thefl 
parts, and agreed to affift the Morattoes with their marine force m rc- 
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1755. during Severndroog, Bancoote, and fbme others of Angria’s forts which 
lay near to Choule, a harbour and fortified city belonging to the Mb- 
rattoes Accordingly commodore James, the commander in chief of 
the company’s marine force m India, failed on the 22d of March in 
the Protestor of 44 guns,- with a ketch of 16 guns, and two bomb 
veflels , but fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria’s ftrong holds, 
that the prefidency inftrudted him not to expofe the company’s veflels 
to any rifque by attacking them, but only to blockade the harbours 
whilft the Morattoe army carried on their operations by land Three 
days after the Morattoe fleet, confuting of feven grabs and fixty gallivats; 

* came out of Choule, having on board 10,000 land forces, and the fleets 
united proceeded to Comara bay, where they anchored m order to permit 
Morattoes to get their meal on fliore, flnee they are prohibited by their 
religion from eating or waflung at fea. Departing from hence they an- 
chored again about fifteen miles to the north of Severndroog, when Ra- 
majee Punt with the troops difembarked m order to proceed the reft of 
the way by land* commodore James now receiving intelligence 
that the enemy’s fleet lay at anchor in the harbour of Sevemdroogs 
reprefented to foe admiral of foe Morattoe fleet, that by proceeding im- 
mediately thither they might come upon them in the night, and 
lb effectually blockade them m foe harbour, that few of none 
would be able to efcape The Morattoe feemed highly to approve 
foe propofal, but had not authority enough over his officers to make 
any of them ftir before the morning, when the enemy difcovermg 
them under fail, immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. The 
commodore then flung out the fignal for a general chace , but as little 
regard was paid to this as to his former intention ; for although the vef- 
fels of foe Morattoes had hitherto failed better than the Bnglifli, fuch 
was their terror of Angria’s fleet, that they all kept behind, and fuffered 
the Protestor to proceed alone almoft out of their fight. The enemy 
on the others hand exerted foemfelves with uncommon mduftry, flinging 
overboard all their lumber to lighten their veflels, not only crowding all 
the fails they could bend, but alfo hanging up their garments, and even 
their turbands, to catch eveiy breath of air The Protestor, however^ 
came within gun-foot of fome of the fternmoft, but the evening ap- 
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preaching, commodore James gave over the chace, and leturned to Se- 
verndroog, which he had paired feveral miles. Here he found Ra- 
majeePunt with the army, befieging, as they faid, the three forts on the 
mam land , but they were firing only from one gun, a four poundc*, 
at the diftance of two miles, and even at this diftance the troops did 
not think themfelves lafe without digging pits, in which they Ihelter- 
ed themfelves covered up to the chin from the enemy’s file. The com- 
modore judging from thefe operations, that they would never take the 
forts, determined to exceed the mftrudhons which he had received from 
the prefidency, rather than expofe the Englilh arms to the difgrace they 
would fuffer, if an expedition m which they were believed by Angria 
to have taken fo great a fliare, fhould mifcarry The next day, the 
zd of April, he began to cannonade and bombard the fort of Severn- 
droog, fituated on the ifland , but finding that the walls on die weft- 
ern fide which he attacked, were moftly cut out of the Iblid rock, he 
changed his Ration to the north-eaR, between the ifiand and the mam , 
where whilft one of his broadfides plied the north-eaft baftions of this- 
fort, the other fired upon fort Goa, the largeft of thofe upon the main* 
land. The baftions of Severndroog, however, were fo high, that the 
Protedtor could only point her upper tier at them , but being anchored! 
within a hundred yards, the mufketry in the round tops drove the enemy 
from their guns, and by noon the parapet of the north-eaft baftion was 
in rums , when a lhell from one of the bomb veifelsfetfire to a thatched 
houfe, which the gamfon, dreading the Protefior’s mufketry, were afraid, 
to extmguifli the blaze fpreadmg fiercely at this dry feafon of the 
year, all the buildings m the fort were foon m flames, and amongft 
them a magazine of powder blew up On this difefter the inhabitants, 
men, women and children, with the greateft part of the garnfon, in* 
all near 1000 perfons, ran out of the fort, and embarking in feven or 
eight large boats, attempted to make their efcape to fort Goa , but they 
were prevented-by the Englifh ketches, who took them all The Pro- 
tedlor now directed her force only againft fort Goa, where the enemy 
after fuffermg a fevere cannonade, hung out a flag as a fignal of furren- 
der , but whilft thd Morattoes were marching to take potlcftion of it, 
the governor perceiving that the. commodore had not yet. taken pofilf- 
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J 755 ** l0n of Sevcrndroog, got into a boat with fome of his mod trufty men, 

i'j— a n( } crofTcd over to the Hiand, hoping to be able to maintain the fort 
until lie received afiiftance from Dabul, which is in fight of it. Upon 
this the Prote&or renewed her fire upon Severndroog, and the com- 
modore finding that the governor w anted to protradt the defence until . 
night, when it was not to be doubted that fome boats from Dabul would 
endeavour to throw fuccours into the place, he landed half lus foamen, 
under cover of the fire of the Hups, who with great intrepidity ran up 
to the gate, and cutting down the fally port with their axes, forced their 
way into it, on which the garnfon furrendered : the other two forts on 
the main land had by this time hung out flags of truce, and the Mo- 
rattoes took poffefiion of them. This was all the work of one day, m 
which the iptrited refolution of commodore James deftroyed the 
timorous prejudices which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impracticability of reducing any of Angria’s fortified harbours. 

On the 8th of April, the fleet and army proceeded to Bancootc, a for- 
tified lfland which commands a harbour laying about fix miles to the 
north of Severndroog. The place terrified by the fate of Severndroog, 
furrendered on the firft fummons, and the Morattoes confentcd that the 
company fhould keep it. It is now called fort Vi&oria, and the country 
about it being fubjedt to the Scddee, is inhabited by_Mahomedans, who 
contribute to fupply Bombay with beeves, which it is very difficult to 
procure m other parts of the coaft, as they are under the junididion of 
princes of the ftrufteft cafts of the Indian religion, who worihip the cow, 
and regard the killing of that animal as the greateft of enmes. 

Ramajee Punt was fo elated by thefe fuccefles, that he offered Com- 
modore James 200,000 rupees if he would immediately proceed againft 
Dabul, and fome others of the enemy's forts, a little to the fouthward of 
that place, and certainly this was the time to attack them, during thecon- 
iternation into which the enemy were thrown by the lofies they had juft 
fuftamed. But die ftormy monfoon, which on this coaft lets in at the 
end of April, was approaching, and the commodore having already 
exceeded his orders, would not venture to comply with the Morattoe’s 
requeft without permifiion from Bombay : however, in order to obtain 
it as expeditioufly as pofiible, he failed away thither m the Protestor, but 
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found the Prefidency, notwithftanding the unexpe&ed fuccetfes of their 
arms, ftill poflcfled by their ancient (pint of caution, and fo folli- 
citous for the fate of one of their bomb ketches, a heavy flat bot- 
tomed boat incapable of keeping the fea in tempeftuous weather, that 
they ordered him to bring back the fleet into harbour without de- 
lay* Accordingly on the 1 ith he delivered the forts of Severndroog 
to the Morattocs, ftriking the Englifo flag, which for the honour of 
their arms he had hitherto caufed to be hoifted in them, and on the 1 5th 
failed away with hts fhips to Bombay . the Morattoe fleet at the fame 
time returned to Choulc. 

The fquadron under the command of Mr. Watlon arrived at Bombay 
in the November following, and the fair feafon being now returned, the 
prefidency with the Morattoes renewed their intentions of attacking An- 
gria , Mr Wation readily confentmg to affift them with the force un- 
der his command It was determined if practicable, to ftrike at once 
at the root of Angna’s power, by attacking Ghena, the capital of his 
dominions, and the principal harbour and arfonal of his marine force . 
but it was fo long fince any Englifhmen had feen this place, that truft- 
mg to the report of the natives, they believed it to be at Ieaft as ftrong 
as Gibraltar, and like that fituated on a mountain inacceffible from thefoa, 
for this reafon it was refolved to fend veflels to reconnoitre it, which fervice 
commodore James in the ProtcCtor, with two other fhips, performed. 
He found the enemy's fleet at anchor in the harbour, notwithftanding 
which, he approached within cannon foot of the fort, and having at- 
tentively considered it, returned at the end of December to Bombay, 
and defenbed the place, fuch as it really was, very ftrong indeed, but 
far from being inacceffible or impregnable 

Upon his reprefentation, it was refolved to profecute the expe- 
dition with vigour The Morattoe army under the command of Rama- 
jee Punt, marched from Choule, and the twenty gun fhip, with the 
floop of Mr Watfon's fquadron, were fent forward to blockade the 
harbour, where they were foon after joined by the ProteCtor and a 
twenty gun fhip belonging to the company And on the 1 ith of Febru- 
ary the admiral, with the reft of the fhips arrived The whole fleet 
now united, confifted of four fhips of the line, of 70, 64, '60, and 50 
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I 755 guns, one of 44, three of 20, a grab of 12, and five bomb ketches, 
in all fourteen veffels. Befides the feamen, they had on board a bat- 
talion of 800 Europeans with xooo lepoys under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Clive 

The famous fortrefs of Glieria is fituated on a promontoiy of 
rocky land about a mile long and a quarter broad, laying about a mile 
from the entrance of a large harbour, which forms the mouth of a 
river defcendmg from the Balagat mountains n> Thc promontory projedts 
to the fouth-weft, on the right of the harbour as you enter , it is on 
the fides contiguous to the water inclofed by a continued rock about fifty 
feet high, on which are built the fortifications Thcfe are a double 
wall with round towers, the inward wall nfing fcveral feet above the 
outward The neck of land by which the promontoiy joins to the 
continent, is a narrow fand, beyond which where the ground begins - 
to expand ltfelfj is built a large open town or pettah, for the habita- 
tion of fuch perfons vvhofe attendance is not conftantly required in the 
fort The river dircdhng its courfe to the fouth-weft w allies the north fides 
of the town, of the neck of land, and of the promontory , on die neck 
of land are the docks in which the grabs are built and repaired, from 
whence they are launched into the nver ten of them, amongft which 
was that taken from the company, were now laying in the river, all tied 
together, almoft oppofite to the docks. 

Angna, on the appearance of the fleet, was fb ternfied diat he left 
1ns town to be defended by his brother, and went and put himlelf into 
the hands of the Morattoes, who having eroded the mer at fome dis- 
tance from thefea, were already encamped to the eaftward of the pettah. 
Here he endeavoured to prevail on Ramajee Punt to accept of a ranfbm 
for his fort, offering a large fum of money if he would divert the ftorm 
that was going to break upon him but the Morattoe availing himfelf 
of his fears, kept him 'a pnfoner, and extorted from him an order, 
direding his brother to deliver the fortrefs to the Morattoes, intending if 
he could get poffeflion of it in this clandeftme manner, to exclude his 
allies the Englifli from any fhare of the plunder 
- The admiral receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, fent a fum- 
anons to the fort on the morning after his arrival, and receiving no an- 
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fwcr, ordered the ihips to weigh in the afternoon as foon as the fca 
wind fet in, they proceeded in two dmfions, parallel to each other, the 
Inrgcft covering the bomb ketches and fmallcr vcfiels from the fire 
of the fort as foon as they lnd palled the point of the promontory, 
the) flood into the river, and anchoring along the north fide of the for- 
tification';, began, at the diflancc of fifty yards, to batter them with 
1 50 pieces of cannon , the bomb ketches at the fame time plied their 
mortars and within tep minutes after the firing began, a flicll fell into 
one of Angna's grabs, which fet her on fire , the reft being faftened toge- 
ther w tth her, foon flisred the fame fate, and m lefs than an hour this 
fleet, which had for fifty) cars been the terror of the Malabar coaft, 
was utterly dcftro)cd In the mean time the cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued furioufly, and filenccd the enemy’s fire , but the 
gov ernor, how cv cr, did not furrender when the night fet in . Intelligence 
being received from a dclcrtcr that he intended to give up the place the 
next day to the Morattocs, colonel Clive landed with the troops , and 
in order to prevent the Morattocs from cariymg their feheme into execu- 
tion, took up his ground between them and the fort Early in the morn- 
ing the admiral fummoned the place again, dcclanng that he would re- 
new the attack, and give no quarter if it was not delivered up to him in an 
hour . m anfw cr to which the governor defired a ccflation of hoftihtics 
until the next morning, allcdging that he only waited for orders from 
Angria to comply with the fummons The cannonade was therefore 
renewed at four in the dfternoon , and in lefs than half an hour the gar- 
riton hung out a flag of truce, but ncverthelefs they did not pull down 
their colours, nor confcnt to admit theEnglifli troops , the flnps therefore 
repeated their fire with more vivacity than ever, and the garnfon, unable 
to ftand the fliock any longer, called out to the advanced guard of the troops 
on fliorc that they were ready to furrender , upon which lieutenant colonel 
Clive immediately marched up and took pofleflion of the fort. It was found 
that notwithftanding the cannonade had deftroyed moft: of the artificial 
works upon which they fired, the rock remained a ftrong and almoft im- 
pregnable bulwark, fo that if the enemy had been endowed with courage 
fufiicicnt to have maintained the place to extremity, it could only have been 
taken by regular approaches on the land fide. There were found m it 200 
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1755. pi eces °f cannon, fix brafs mortars, and a great quantity of ammunition, 
and military and naval ftores of all kinds . the money and effedts of other 
hinds, amounted to 120,000 pounds fterlmg. All this booty was divided 
amongft the captors without any referve either for the nation or the com- 
pany. Befides the veflels which were fet on fire during the attack, there 
were two fhips, one of them of 40 guns, upon the flocks, both of which 
the captors deflroyed Whilft the fleet were employed in taking on board 
the plunder, the Morattoes fent detachments to fummon feveral other 
forts, which furrendered withoutmaking any refiftance : thus m lefs than 
a month, they got pofleflion of all the territories wrefted from them by 
Angria’s predecefiors, and which they had for feventy years defpaired of 
ever being able to recover. In the beginning of April, the fleet returned 
to Bombay, where Mr. Watfon repaired his fquadron, and failing from 
thence on the 28th of Apnl, arrived at Madrais on the 12th of May. 

During this expedition no material alterations had happened in the 
Englilh and French affairs on the coafl: of Coromandel. The detach- 
ment fent under the command of Major Kilpatrick, to affift the Nabob 
m colledhng his revenues from the Polygars to the north of Arcot, kept 
the field until the end of the year, without being obliged to commit any 
boftilities; for all the Polygars confented to acknowledge the Nabob, and 
moft of them paid fome money, which although not equal to the tribute 
due from them, was however accepted, fince the natural ftrength of 
their countries enabled them to defend themfelves with great advan- 
tage, and indeed the Nabob himfelf was veiy anxious to draw the 
troops out of the countries of thefe mfignificant chiefs, in order to employ 
them agamft one of much greater confequence. This was Mortiz-ally, the 
Phoufdar of Velore, whole riches, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his 
capital to Arcot, rendered him almofl as oonfiderable m the province as 
the Nabob himfelf the independence affedted by this odious rival prey- 
ed upon the Nabob’s mind fo much, that the prefidency, m compliance 
with his repeated and earnefl follicitations, determined to give him the 
fatisfadhon of attempting to reduce the city of Velore. Accordingly 
the detachment returning to Arcot from the expedition againft the 
Polygars was reinforced with two hundred Europeans, two eighteen 
ppunders and feveral companies of Sepoys ; the whole, now amount- 
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ing to 500 men in bat til ion, witli 1500 Sepoys, encamped the 30th of 
Janurry within nnnon fhot to the fouth of Vclorc. The Phoufdar hav- 
ing early intelligence of their apprmch, applied for aflUUnoc to Mr. dc 
Leynt, the governor of Pondicherry, who wrote to the prcfidcncy of 
Madrafi, tint he regarded their proceedings ngunft Vclorc, as a breach 
of the truce, and fliould commence hollilitics if the Englifli troops were 
not immetlntcly withdrawn ; as a proof of which intention, he ordered 
yco European 1 *, with 2000 Sepoy*, to take the field this vigorous 
rcfphition probably proceeded from his knowing that the Enghfli 
fipi'dron were preparing for the expedition agiinfl Angria, which would 
for fome month': delay their return to the coifl of Coromandel. At the 
fame tune tint inn,or Kilpitriek was alarmed by the approach of 
fiich an enemy, in his mr, he found the place he was come agatnft 
much too ftroog to be reduced by the force under his command: 
Mortir-illy likcwifc bid his anxieties, for next to die dread of being 
\igoro*ifiy iifcked, nothing was fo terrible to him as the ncccflity 
of admitting a body of rrcnch troops into his fort; although to 
amuie the Enghfli, he publicly declared that he fliould not hefitate to 
take th.s ficp if the}* commenced hollilitics. Both fidcs therefore, hav- 
ing cogent rcafons to avoid them, a ncgociation was opened, and Maho- 
med Ifiouf went into Vclorc to fetde the terms. In the mean time, 
the Phoufdar’s agent at Madrafs, finding the prcfidcncy difconccrtcd by 
the rcfolution which die French had taken, made propofals in behalf of 
his maftcr , and the prcfidcncy deeming it impofliblc to fubduc the 
place m the prefent conjunflurc, determined to wididraw their troops 
and make peace with him, provided he would pay die company 
jco,ooo rupees In confcg lienee of this rdolution, a member of the 
council was deputed to Vclorc, who, on hts arrival at the camp, found 
that die Phoufdar had agreed to pay major Kilpatrick 400,000 rupees, 
if he would immediately retire with the army, and that he liad already 
fent out fome fcalcd bags of money, which, as lie faid, contained 20,000 
rupees, in part of the fum ftipuhted. But by this time the Plioufdar’s 
agent wns returned from Madrafs to Vclorc, having by fome very un- 
accountable means obtained informauon of the whole extent of the deputy’s 
inftrufiions , this man now came to the camp, and difcovercd what lie 
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knew, adding that his matter was ready to pay the 100,000 rupees 
In this dilemma the deputy thought bcft to deny the purport of his com- 
miffion, and to pretend that he was only fcnt from Madrafs to receive 
the money, which had been offered to major Kilpatrick, and in 
order to perplev the agent, he took the refolution of returning imme- 
diately to Arcot, faying that he fhould leave major Kilpatrick to finifh 
his work, and if neceffary to commence hoftihties This alarmed the 
Phoufdar not a little, and he immediately fent meflcngers to defire the 
French troops to advance , but at the fame time fent his agent after the 
deputy to Arcot, defiring a conference with him at Velore, and promif- 
ing, with much feemmg fubmifiion, to agree to whatfoever the Englifh 
might determine in regard to his difpute with the Nabob. Upon this the 
deputy returned to the camp, and went into the town accompanied by Ma- 
homed Iflbuf and two Englifli officers After a fumptuous dinner they 
retired with die Phoufdar into a private room , who, mftead of making 
any overtures to pay die money which he had offered to major Kilpa- 
tnck, denied diat he had ever made fuch agreement, upon this Maho- 
med Iffouf, who had conduced that bufinefs, related what had patted ; 
to which the Phoufdar with great compofure replied, that all he affected 
w’as a he. Mahomed Iffouf ftartmg from his feat, clapped his hand 
to his dagger, the Phoufdar raifed his voice, and the guards of the palace 
began to be in motion towards the room j but the deputy interpofing, 
convinced him that his own fafety depended on forbidding diem to ap- 
proach. after which die conference was re-affumed. However, the 
Phoufdar fhewed no inclination to pay more than 200,000 rupees, for 
which he infilled on receiving, from the prefidency of Madrafs, a promife 
that he fhould not in future be molefted, either by the Nabob or them- 
felves. The deputy thinking fuch a fum no compenfation for excluding 
them from taking advantage of a more favourable opportunity to reduce 
a place of fuch importance as Velore, broke up the conference, and re- 
turned to the camp ; imagining however, that the Phoufdar would loon 
recoiled the impolicy of his condufi, m refilling to comply widi his agree- 
ment But by this time die French troops w'ere advanced as far as Arni, 
and the Englifli not venturing to commence hoftihties, no fardier 
3 propofals 
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jvopcAU w ere received from him imior Kilpatrick returned foon after 1 755. 
vvnh the 'tmv to \rto', and the Trench troops retired to Pondicherry. ' v 
«vncc the prcclttnM'on of the truce, Mr Bufly had been conflantly 
cup’ .,cv! r.cir the perfon of Salabad-jmg, fomet lines accompanying him 
in cm c.i.tums in the field, at other, refi ling with him at Golcondah, 
vi*h ftip.emc iiMhiricc 1,1 hi' council'! In the expedition which they 
mi ic the precedin', vc^r to Mvfbre, the) collc&cd a large fum without 
f: c recc*V,v o', committing any hoftihties , for, whilft they were cncamp- 
cl ot the fruit.crs of the kingdom, w uting for anfwcrs to the fum- 
mom which Siltbid-jing had fent to the regent, die approach of B dare- 
row’s amn, who \\r coming Itktwifc to Ic\y a contribution from him, 
frightened him fo much that he defired SaWnd-png to come and encamp 
under the w ills of ht< capitd, Scringapatnam, where lie readily confcntcd 
to pa) him 5,200,000 rupees, bcfidcs confidcrablc prefents to fcvcral 
of the pnncipal ofliccrs, amongll whom it is fud that Mr Bufly had 
a fharc After his return from this expedition, Salabad-jmg remained 
frier tl months at Golcondah , -and as Mr. Bufiy’s influence over him 
v. as nc\ cr fo cren in a time of tnnqudhty, as when he had immediate 
occaflo.i for his lcrvice in the field, fev cnl of the difcolitcntcd lords 
of the court, who were attached to the dcpolcd miniflcr Sicd Lcfkcr 
Khan, renewed their intrigues to dimimfli his afllftion for the French 
trc-yis , *md even the Duan Slnnavas Khan, wearied by the perpetual 
reproaches of Ids countrymen for fupporting the intcrcft of thofc fo- 
reigners, turned again and joined that party, by betraying of which, he 
lrd obtained the poll he now held Their fclicmc was deeply laid , and 
to fccun. the fucccfs of it, they communicated it to Balazcrow, whom 
the frequent defeats which he had received from Mr BuflTy, rendered as 
defirous as thcmfclvcs of removing the French troops from Salabad- 
jmg s ftrvicc Every thing being concerted, Balazcrow propofed to Sa- 
hW-jing to iii-rdi with their forces united agamft the city of Sava- 
norc, the capital of one of the Pitan Nabobs, by whofc treachery Nazir- 
jmg and Murzafa-jing loft their lives the. fucccflor of this Nabob had 
hitherto refufed to pay allegiance to Salabad-jmg, and had lately entered 
into a defence alliance with Morari-rovv the Morattoc, whom Balaze- 
ro.y had regarded as a rebel ever fincc lie had affeded to be in- 
• dependant 
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17S S- dependant of the Saha Rajah’s authority. Salabad-jing confented to 

L " v '— Balazerow’s propofal, and both their armies appeared before Sava- 
nore m the month of March : this place is fituated about 200 miles to 
the fouth of Golcondah, and about thirty to the north-weft of Bifiiagar ; 
it is ftrongly fortified, and the garrifon was reinforced by a body of Mo- 
rattoes commanded by Moran-row in perfon. However,' the operations 
of Mr Bufly foon reduced the Nabob and his ally Moran-row to enter 
into a negociation , and both of them made their fubmiffion, Moraii-row 
not only to Salabad-jmg, but likewde to Balazerow. Immediately 
after this fuccefs, when Mr. Bufly, confcious of the fervice he had ren- 
dred, expeded nothing left, the difcontented lords, headed by Shavanas 
Khan, demanded of Salabad-jing, that he fliould immediately difinils 
the .French troops from his lervice, and- oblige them to retire to Mafti- 
lipatnam Balazerow appeared at the fame time, and feconded thefe 
remonftrances with many arguments, which probably would not have 
produced much effeft, had he not been at the head of an army equal 
to the Soubah’s.. Mr. Bufly, with his ufiial fegacity, few at once the 
impoflibility of refitting the combination formed agamft him, and mak- 
ing a merit of necefiity, pretended to be as defirous as his enemies 
could wifli him of quitting a fervice fraught with fuch difeontentj 
lus defign, however, was to gam as feft as pofiible the provinces 
which Salabad-jing had given to the French nation, not doubting but 
that he fhould be able to maintain himfelf m them againft all die 
force which could be brought againft him. He therefore took his leave 
of Salabad-jing, without any marks of dtiguft, and marched away with die 
troops under his command, which were a body of 600 Europeans, with a 
fine tram of artillery and 5000 Sepoys But his enemies fulpedfang his 
defign, determined, if pofiible, to cut off theFrench troops on their march : 
orders were therefore fent to all the Polygars to oppofe their pafiage, 
and Balazerow detached 6000 Morattoes to harrafs them : notwith- 
ftandmg which, they made their way good with litde lois to Hy- 
drabad. Here they arrived on the 14th of June, and Mr. Bufly imme- 
diately took pofieflion of a garden which had formerly belonged 
to the kings of Golcondah, determining to keep this poft until he 
fliould receive fuccours from Pondicheny and Mafulipatntai. Salabad- 
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jing, now intircly under the influence of the fadlion which had removed 
the French from his prcfcncc, prepared to march and attack them m 
II) d rabid ; and as a hirer means of reducing them, dilpatchcd cxprcfics 
to the prcfidcncy of Madrafs, defiring they would immediately lend a 
body of troops to affifl him in a fcrvicc in which their own intcroft was 
fo ncirl) concerned 

Nothing could be more acceptable to the prcfidcncy than this invita- 
tion , for fincc the dilappointmcnt of the expedition, which the com- 
pany hid projc&cd to be earned on from Bombay, they dclpaircd of 
having another opportunity of finking at the French influence m the 
northern parts of the Dccan , on which, ncvcrthclcfs, the vciy ctiftence 
of the Englifli on die coaft of Coromandel feemed to depend They 
therefore with great alaenty allured Salabad-jmg of their intentions to 
comply with his requeft, and were on die point of ordenng a detach- 
ment of 300 Europeans and 1 500 Sepoys to take the field j when in 
the middle of July they received letters from Bengal, informing them 
of the greateft danger that had ever threatened the company’s eftate in 
the Eaft Indies , to retrieve which from utter perdition required nothing 
lefs than die exertion of the utmofi force that could be lparcd from 
the coaft of Coromandel. 


The End of the Fifth Booic. 



errata; 


Page i2» 1 . 2. after uniting, mfert them „ 

Page 85, 1 . 20 for fouth fide, read north fide. 

Page 184. 1 17 and 18. for extend near two miles, and the north and 
fouth about one, read extend near two thoufand yards, and the north 
and fouth about twelve hundred 
Page 324, 1 18 after Bremer, vfert it 
Page 383, 1 . 22. for Morana, read Morawa. 
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